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 While Gibson has left a large legacy, 

Prentice comes with an impressive resume: 

he was most recently General Manager of 

Painter’s Lodge and April Point Resort & 

Spa in Campbell River and on Quadra 

Island. He previously served as Chief 

Operating Officer of Fairmont Hot Springs 

Resort in B.C.’s Interior.

 Prentice is not without ski resort experi-

ence: Fairmont is a year-round resort with 

golf, skiing, natural hot springs and active 

children’s programs. He also has five years’ 

experience with Panorama Mountain 

Resort, which was part of Intrawest, an 

international ski resort company.

 “I feel incredibly fortunate to be the new 

GM at Mount Washington,” Prentice said.

More than 50 people from across Canada 

and the United States applied for the posi-

tion. 

 “The candidate pool was exception-

In Profile:
Dean Prentice 
Dean Prentice has big skis to fill at Mount Washington Alpine 
Resort for the 2018-19 season. Prentice replaced Peter Gibson 
as the Resort’s General Manager, when Gibson retired last spring 
after 41 years.

ally strong, which is a reflection of the 

reputation Mount Washington has in the 

industry,” said Vern Greco, CEO of Pacific 

Group Resorts, which acquired Mount 

Washington in 2015.

 “It was a nice coincidence the top 

candidate was from right here on Vancouver 

Island. Ultimately, we felt Dean’s combina-

tion of ski resort and tourism experience 

provided the right blend of technical and 

analytical skills to go with his leadership 

qualities,” Greco added.

 “Peter left some large shoes to fill, but we 

are excited about the prospects for Mount 

Washington with the team we have in 

place and Dean at the helm.” 

 Prentice said he jumped at the chance to 

get back into the ski business. “I think the 

ski environment is a fun and challenging 

business.

 “I look back on my five years at 
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Panorama as the best time of my career,” 

he said. “It was most enjoyable. The people 

you work with will always make the differ-

ence.”

 Panorama was his first foray into the ski 

industry, but he is no stranger to the 

industry here on Vancouver Island. “Mount 

Washington is an exceptional place, and I 

have enjoyed skiing here as a guest with 

my family,” Prentice said.

 He skis downhill and a little cross-

country. He happily leaves the snowboard 

for others. “I tried but I hurt myself,” he 

admits.

 As Prentice embarks on his first winter 

season with Mount Washington Alpine 

Resort, he reflected on one of his favourite 

moments at the Resort.

 “Last year when they had that 110cm 

dump and the next weekend they got 

another 30cm I came up that weekend 

with my son and had one of my more 

memorable times skiing with him; lots of 

fresh powder, lots of snow, a bluebird day.

 “Those are the days you remember and 

enjoy the most.”
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gate they went through.”

 One change skiers will see with the 

conversion to RFID passes is the elimi-

nation of “one-ups” at the Sunrise Quad 

and Hawk Chair. There will still be ticket 

kiosks for a transition period, but after 

that “everyone has to have a ticket to get 

through the gantries.”

While the RFID passes are this 
winter’s major project, snowmaking 
is on the list for development in the 
near future.

 “It’s a multi-year plan,” says Prentice. 

We’ve done some snowmaking in our 

beginner area; we have a new snow gun 

this winter to test. We’re looking to have 

one run top to bottom covered, the 

terrain park and the night skiing area for 

next year, possibly.”

 “For me, this is an exciting time to come 

in - to see these discussions come to life 

from my perspective is exciting.”Prentice 

has spent his first few months studying the 

processes that are already in place, looking 

for efficiencies. 

 “A lot of it is some learning curve, seeing 

how things operate here compared to other 

places I’ve been. Learning the ins and outs 

of people’s abilities, their roles.”

The major project for the upcoming 
winter season is the introduction of 
Radio Frequency Identification, or 
RFID technology to season passes 
and lift tickets. 

 A multi-million-dollar plan has been 

developed, and Prentice is hopeful imple-

mentation starts with infrastructure next 

year. “That’s exciting for us too. It’s been 

on the list for many years and it has to have 

the green light.”

 Those are the big-ticket items. Smaller 

winter investments will also have an 

impact, such as the purchase of two new 

Snow Cats at $450,000 apiece.

 Last year the Resort bought two new 

buses with another arriving in December. 

These buses transport staff and customers 

from pickup points in Courtenay as well as 

the bottom of the mountain road (Strath-

cona Parkway) to the Resort.

 “The challenge has been an old fleet of 

buses. Having three new buses is good 

news.”                          Continued on page 20

 “RFID… is chip-enabled technology 

embedded into all our lift passes,” explains 

Michael Hleck, IT Manager at Mount 

Washington Alpine Resort.

 “What that means to our guests is they 

no longer have to search around to get 

their ticket or pass out; our gates instantly 

read the chip and the lifts automatically 

open - getting everyone on the snow faster.”

 RFID technology is relatively new to 

Canada, however, has been in use for 

decades in Europe, Prentice said. “The 

main goals there are hopefully to reduce 

lift lines. The real benefit from the guest 

perspective is the media... having the 

media (card) in their hand from a reload-

able factor and ease of purchasing online.

 “They can purchase seasons’ passes 

online and it will be on their card. People 

can reload as they’re driving up the hill - 

it reloads instantly.”

 Skiers and snowboarders will have to 

purchase the cards, which are covered by a 

five-year warranty. They won’t have to take 

the card out of their pocket each time they 

ride the lift - just keep it in a pocket on 

their left side - so there won’t be as much 

wear and tear on the card, he said.

 Having the RFID technology in place 

will also allow the Resort to track visits 

more effectively. “Everyone will need to go 

through the gates. It will provide us more 

accurate information,” Prentice explained.

 “If someone’s gone missing we’ll be able 

to accurately track what time and what 

Photo courtesy Mount Washington

•  Indoor Pool, Whirlpool and Waterslide
•  91 Deluxe Rooms & One-Bedroom Suites
•  In-Room Fridge and Microwave
•  Free High-Speed Internet Access
•  Fitness Facility
•  In-Hotel Guest Laundry

Earn Rewards with every stay!

Holiday Inn Express & Suites Comox Valley
778.225.0010 or 1.800.465.4329
www.hiexpress.com/courtenayse
2200 Cliffe Ave., Courtenay, BC

Give the Gift of a Getaway!
Gift Certificates Available.

Proudly owned by Bayview Hotel Group Ltd

Exciting Times Ahead 
for Mount Washington
Mount Washington Alpine Resort is perched on the precipice 
of success, and its new General Manager, Dean Prentice, says 
it’s a privilege to be leading the Resort as it moves forward.

   

 

Skiers and snowboarders won’t have to take 

their RFID Media Card card out of their 

pocket each time they ride the lift - just keep 

it in a pocket on their left side.

Zip Rider shown on Stowe Mountain Resort, Vermont, 
this is the same system that will be installed on Mount Washington.

Zip Tour Mount Washington
Summer 2019

Fly down Vancouver 
Island’s longest 
ZipTour Adventure! 
Experience our stunning 
alpine-to-ocean scenery 
on a 2.3 km ZipTour! 

Explore Mt. Washington in a whole new way starting summer 2019. 
Visit us online for all ZipTour news and updates.

 www.mountwashington.ca
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 “I was looking for something remote,” 

says Orel. “I have lived in big cities most 

of my life; I grew up in a small town and I 

guess my roots started showing through.

“Sirens and cars, I was done with.”

 She had grown up in the hot, humid 

climes of Texas and Louisiana, about as 

far away from snow as a person could 

get.

 Mount Washington won out though, 

thanks to the enthusiasm from Orel’s 

landlords, Paul and Penny Vroom. “I fell 

in love with it instantly.”

 Orel has a condo in Ptarmigan Ridge 

on Henry Road, just outside of the 

Alpine Village, and has lived there full 

time since April 2014.

 “I’d never lived anywhere near a 

mountain, or skied or snowboarded or 

anything before. The outdoor life like 

that, it was just camping. So it was a bit 

OVERLOOKING STRATHCONA PROVINCIAL PARK

Start planning your
next adventure today!
vimountaincentre.com    250-331-9355  info@vimountaincentre.com

• Meeting Space Rentals
• Alpine Birthday Parties
• Outdoor Education Programs

• Large Group Accommodation
• Public Fitness Centre

Living on Mount Washington
A LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCE

Bonnie Orel was working at a busy restaurant in Courtenay and seeking a 
quiet place to live, away from the bustle of city life. She had narrowed down 

her choices to two: Bowser, or Mount Washington.

Photo: Bonnie Orel

of a stretch,” she said.

 “But it was affordable. It ended up 

growing on me. I found my soul up here, 

so I stayed.”

 She also left the restaurant and now 

works as the seasons pass and groups 

office supervisor. “I learned how to 

snowboard the first year I was up here 

and it’s become my life. It’s who I am 

now.”

 With her job in the seasons’ pass 

office, Orel hasn’t been able to pursue her 

passion of snowboarding in the morn-

ing; she would take a ride break on 

Thursdays, and from then until Sunday 

she would take advantage of night skiing.  

 “I try and get out as much as I can, 

especially when the kids are up here (her 

partner has children and they all spend 

most of the winter at Mount Washington 

with her).                  Continued on page 17

 After a year of study and negotia-

tion, the Comox Valley Regional District 

signed a fire service agreement with 

Oyster River Volunteer Fire Department 

to take Mount Washington Alpine Resort 

within their boundaries. They also had 

proposals from Courtenay and Cumber-

land fire departments.

 “For us, it’s the right thing to do,” said 

Oyster River VFD Chief Bruce Green. 

“We already had members that were up 

there, so we’re supporting our members.”

 Fiscally, the CVRD is running the 

service and Oyster River VFD is within 

the CVRD so it made sense.

 “At the end of the day, all we want to 

do is help out to the best of our ability. 

That’s why we’re there,” Green said.

 In the past, Mount Washington was 

not contained in any fire department’s 

jurisdiction: Courtenay Fire Dept. would 

respond until they knew human life was

 not a threat, then any building would be 

left to the fire’s mercy.

 Having an agreement with Oyster River 

VFD means they will be dispatched from 

their hall in Oyster River to respond to a 

fire call for Mount Washington, and they 

will stay until the fire is out.

 “Our members will respond to the fire 

hall and bring one of our resources, and 

use equipment up there to fight what-

ever fire,” Green explained.

 Response time is about 35 minutes. 

“The one fire we had it was 35 minutes. 

In winter that’s going to change,” he said.

Four Mount Washington residents are 

training with the Oyster River VFD: 

two of them were already members who 

owned chalets up the mountain, and 

another one joined as soon as they knew 

that Oyster River had the fire service 

agreement at the Resort. “We just took 

on a new one,” Green said. 

Continued on page 17

Fire Fighting Agreement
Mount Washington Alpine Resort’s first firefighters have been 

busy practicing with the Oyster River Volunteer Fire Department. 
They’ve even had their first fire incident at the Resort.

Above: Fire  hydrants  at  Mount  Washington  get  
‘snorkels’ installed  so  they  can  be  used  in  the  
deep  snow of  winter.
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FAMILY DINING THAT’S
WELL WORTH THE DRIVE!

FAMILY DINING THAT’S
WELL WORTH THE DRIVE!

Eatery & Catering Co.

Open Daily 7am - 3pm       
 2601 Cli�e Avenue, Courtenay, BC

  250-334-8087             
   www.platescatering.com

Home Made Soups • Sauces and Gravies • Great Burgers
Sandwiches • All Day Breakfast • Kids Play Area • Patio

Day & Overnight Cruises
Gold River, BC Departures

Kayak and Nootka Trail Transportation 

1-877-824-8253
www.getwest.ca

ABOARD THE MV UCHUCK III

Visit Historic Friendly Cove, Birthplace of British Columbia

Craig Newman is Mount Washington 
Alpine Resort’s new Food and Bever-
age Manager.
 Newman comes to Mount Washington 

from the west coast surfing community of 

Tofino, where he ran the Ice House Oyster 

Bar. However, his heart has been in ski 

resorts for the past two decades.

 “I’ve lived in most ski resorts in West-

ern Canada,” says Newman: Banff, Golden, 

Lake Louise and Whistler, among them.

 He is no stranger to Mount Washing-

ton, though. “I love the Island - the whole 

thing. From Tofino I used to come down 

(to Mount Washington) on weekends, 

starting the day skiing and finishing 

mountain biking in Cumberland. “I live in 

Cumberland now.”

 Newman will be overseeing food and 

beverage options resort wide. “I’m not a 

chef, I’m more of a front-of-house guy,” he 

explains. “I have formal wine training as a 

sommelier.”

 Newman envisions a few changes start-

ing with the winter season. “I feel like it’s 

an exciting time here,” he says. “There’s 

going to be a few changes. I hope to bring 

a little bit of refinement to a few of our 

outlets.”

 With his wine training he will be 

making some changes to the wine list and 

adding more selection. People visiting 

resorts these days expect high-quality, 

casual fine dining, so his focus will be on 

visitors’ desires.

 One change that is not in the cards: 

Chef James Clark remains in charge of 

the menu, and both he and Newman are 

working together on some new ideas.

 “We’re looking to update the fondue 

dinner and make it a little more interesting 

New Faces... 
on Mount Washington

 “We’ve had a bigger response to the Bike 

Park than we thought we would when 

we re-opened three years ago,” says Mike 

Manara, Director of Sports, Retail and 

Guest Services.

 The Bike Park crew continues to move 

forward, having spent the summer of 2018 

working aggressively on trail work.

 The Bike Park has had shared groups 

using the trails and they decided they 

wanted to separate them into three or four 

distinct lines that come to the lodge, then 

four lines going off the top of the mountain.

 The separation is designed to give 

users a better experience and to give some 

variety. “Really it’s to separate the ability 

levels,” Manara said. It will also mean they 

can open the Park earlier.

 The Monster Mile reopened for summer 

2018, and was accessed off the Eagle Chair. 

“Monster Mile is a Double Black Trail,” 

Manara said. “Its style reflects the origins 

of the Mount Washington Bike Park and 

early downhill mountain biking.”

 “The Monster Mile is a steep and 

challenging Trail. It is known throughout 

the industry and was selected last year as 

the course for the B.C Provincial Cup 

Finals.”  

 “It has been exciting to witness the 

improvements in the trail system including 

the completion of a new Black Diamond 

flow trail, Lower Time Warp, and an over-

haul to both the Monster-to-Hawk 

connector trail and our beginner trail, 

Greenline,” Trails Supervisor Paula Moore 

said.                               Continued on page 17

along with wines. The Eagle View Bistro 

is an area of concentration - the evening 

dinners. Those are two areas that will see a 

bit of change.”

 When Newman is not thinking about 

food or wine, he surfs, rides off-road 

motorcycles and loves to play in the snow 

at Mount Washington. “Definitely I’m a 

skier. I’ve lived in ski resorts most of my 

adult life, except for my time in Tofino. 

That’s 20 years of ski resorts,” he says.

 His 12-year-old daughter is also looking 

forward to her father’s change of venue. 

“She’ll be up here skiing a lot.”

Over at the bike park, Director of 
Sports, Retail and Guest Services 
Mike Manara says there have been a 
couple of exciting staff changes. 
 “The big one for us is we have a new 

supervisor in our trail crew in Paula 

Moore. She’s somebody who’s been with 

the trail crew for quite a few years. She did 

a great job for us.”

 Moore also manages the Terrain Parks 

for the Resort in the wintertime, “so it’s a 

nice fit for her.”             Continued on page 16

Photo: Neil Havers

Mountain Biking Is Here 
To Stay... and Grow. 

 When Mount Washington Alpine Resort decided to kickstart its 
Bike Park again three years ago, they could not have predicted the 

whirlwind of popularity it would create in such a short time.

Craig  Newman,  Mount  Washington  Alpine  
Resort’s  new  Food  and  Beverage  Manager,  is  
looking  forward  to  skiing  the  mountain  with  

his  daughter.

250-334-2844  info@haversdesign.com
391 11th Street, Courtenay, BC V9N 1S4

HAVERS  DESIGN
BRANDING WEB PRINT

BRANDING

WEBS ITE DESIGN
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Blue Spruce Ice Cream
 Jonathan Frazier and Kirsten Wood of 

Blue Spruce Ice Cream h a v e  b e e n 

involved in the foodie trend in a variety of 

ways. Frazier is formerly the chef for Atlas 

Café on Sixth Street, but he hung up his 

chef whites earlier this year in order to play 

with ice cream.

 “It’s a natural next step and an incredibly 

fun way to play with flavours and seasonal 

ingredients, and make people happy,” says 

Frazier.

 “I’m able to enjoy my days more instead 

of cooking all day, meet people, help out 

at the salad bar at Huband Elementary 

School, run ‘Young Cooks’ programs, run 

my ‘Edible Valley’ podcast and am still 

inspired and able to cook food!”

 Both Frazier and Wood are passionate 

about using local food, and proud of the 

ingredients and flavours they find in the 

Comox Valley. “We have exceptional, hard 

working farmers here, so naturally we 

experiment and like to use whatever we 

can that comes out of here,” says Wood.

 What ingredients are available at a 
given moment tend to drive their ice 
cream flavours, which change on an 
almost daily basis. 
 “Having an ice cream shop allows us to 

be very creative, seasonal and experimen-

tal,” she says.

 Wood often writes down flavour combi-

nations and shows up with random ingre-

dients for Frazier to experiment with in the 

kitchen.

 Frazier held a “farm to fork” dinner in 

late summer of 2017 and he and his cook-

ing team came up with a Sitka spruce 

tip sorbet. “That was our first spark for 

opening up our shop,” she says.

 “We knew that Sitka spruce had to be on 

our menu when we opened so we scoured 

the woods here and picked a few in prepa-

ration. We ran out quickly and bought 

a lot more from Clever Crow Farm and 

they’ve managed to sustain us so far.”

 With their signature Blue Spruce ice 

cream, Frazier and Wood have created a 

fundraiser for the Kus Kus Sum Park Site, 

located beside the Courtenay River.

A Trend in Good Taste
The Comox Valley is becoming known as a mecca for foodies looking 
for unique dining experiences, from quick treats, farm to table products 
and fine restaurant dining. 

Have a Mount Washington Real Estate question? Please call me!

29  YEARS OF  EXPERIENCE

Why is Rick Gibson known 

as the Mount Washington 

Real Estate Expert?

For one reason HE LIVES HERE and is 

involved in the community. For another 

reason HE IS A HOME OWNER on the 

mountain and a proven MARKET 

LEADER. Rick is well acquainted with 

most of the Alpine Village properties 

and their owners. Rick is dedicated to 

Mount Washington and the Comox 

Valley through his many volunteer 

efforts.

 

Blue Spruce 
Ice Cream
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Mowisaht Designs 
Native Jewelry on-site

Gold Recycling • Custom Orders Welcome

www.awatinart.com  info@awatinart.com
104-909 Island Hwy., Campbell River AwatinArt Mowisaht

 “The Kus Kus Sum site is literally in our 

backyard, and we owe a lot to the 

estuary, the river and our woods. It was a 

no brainer to donate to that cause,” they said.

 Wood, who is from Saddle Lake Cree 

First Nation, and Kus Kus Sum being on 

traditional Ko’mok’s First Nation land, is 

an even bigger incentive for them to lend 

their support.

 Blue Spruce Ice Cream is open late, and 

their products can also be found at Dark 

Side Chocolates in Cumberland.

 “We like serving our small batches of ice 

cream, soups, cookies and baked goods 

from our shop the most, though. Then we 

get to see people smile when they try a 

flavour for the first time.”

Bigfoot Donuts
 Bigfoot Donuts opened on Fifth Street 

in downtown Courtenay a couple of years 

ago, when Lyndsey Bell and her husband, 

Jay Valeri, left their corporate jobs to do 

something they loved. 

 Bell grew up in the Comox Valley and 

Valeri moved there when he was five years 

old, so they have memories of visiting the 

old Courtenay Bakery.

 “We wanted to bring quality, handcrafted, 

made from scratch doughnuts to the 

Comox Valley,” the couple says.

 They offer three types of doughnuts; 

brioche-style, yeast raised doughnuts, 

cake-style doughnuts and crullers - and 

offer monthly flavours. Their café is a 

welcoming, outdoors-inspired space that 

smells heavenly throughout the day.

 The bakery had some silver screen 
exposure last summer when the crew 
filming the new Sonic the Hedgehog 
movie on Vancouver Island request-
ed that Bigfoot provide goods for the 
week they were filming in the Comox 
Valley area. 

 Bell created a special Sonic the Hedge-

hog doughnut for the occasion. “Jay and I 

are big movie buffs, so naturally we were 

stoked,” Bell said on the bakery’s Facebook 

page.

 The couple is always asked why they 

named their bakery Bigfoot Donuts. 

“Bigfoot is one of those images that truly 

captures the spirit of the Pacific North-

west, the place we love and call home,” 

they say.

 “Not only this, but that classic footprint 

shaped doughnut dipped in chocolate is 

basically a doughnut icon, right?” 

Natural Pastures 
Cheese Company 
 Natural Pastures has been producing 

artisanal cheese in the Comox Valley since 

2001. Swiss Master Cheesemaker Paul 

Sutter and his team handcraft numerous 

types of cheeses, from soft brie and cam-

embert, to firm cheeses, and even water 

buffalo cheese and verdelait artisan cheese.

 Natural Pastures’ products can be widely 

found in grocery stores across Vancouver 

Island, and are an ideal staple to have on 

hand for après ski.

Il Falcone Restaurant
 If it’s a fine dine and wine experience 

you’re looking for, Il Falcone Restaurant 

Vancouver
Island’s 
Hidden Gem 

• Open Year Round
• Winter Cave Tours
• Self-guided Caves
• World’s Only Cave Slide! 

BC’s “Remarkable Experience” Award Winner
(250) 248-7829 •  www.hornelake.com

fits the bill. Chef Andrey Durbach has 

more than 20 years’ experience operating 

some of Vancouver’s best-loved neighbour-

hood restaurants, including Etoile, La Buca 

and The Sardine Can. He and his wife Sian 

bring their love of Italian cuisine, wine and 

restaurant culture to their charming yellow 

house and orchard garden on Fifth Street 

in downtown Courtenay.

 Il Falcone offers a frequently changing 

menu of Italian dishes and fine wine pair-

ings.

Taqueria Guerrilla
 Visitors to Gladstone Brewing were 

introduced to Pizza Guerrilla when the 

microbrewery first opened. Beer and a 

pizza after work became a social event. 

Now, Taqueria Guerrilla has replaced pizza 

with locally inspired tacos.

 Snacks, add-ons and unique tacos pair 

well with Gladstone’s beer flights.

Bigfoot Donuts      Taqueria Guerrilla

il Falcone



ATLAS CAFE is a global experience 
with a world of choices in the heart of 
downtown Courtenay.  ATLAS serves fresh 
and innovative cuisine for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. Diners will appreciate the 
warm and inviting vibe, and it is a great 
place to meet the locals. We feature fresh 
desserts, espressos, fresh juices, kids menu 
and nightly specials. Take out menu 
available. 

250-338-9838  www.atlascafe.ca                                                                       

AVENUE BISTRO, Step into warm, 
welcoming Avenue Bistro where tantaliz-
ing, chef inspired creations and friendly 
service await. Slice into juicy grilled steaks 
with shallot blue cheese butter and warm 
truffle fries.  Celebrate in style with fresh 
shucked Vancouver Island oysters.  Enjoy 
après ski in our popular lounge with 
local wines, spirits and beer. Only 8 min-
utes from the airport. Takeout available. 

2064 Comox Avenue, Comox 
250.890.9200  www.avenuebistro.ca

CAKEBREAD ARTISAN BAKERY
Hand crafted Breads, Cakes and 
Tempting Treats for your next mountain 
excursion are just a call away. Order 
48 hours in advance and we will have 
it ready for you to pick up on your way 
through town! We also stock premier 
Olive Oil, Balsamic Vinegar, Tapenade 
and Jam. Come in to enjoy our cafe-
with a full coffee bar and ready-to-eat 
selections.250.338.8211 or 
TF 1.866.468.2462  www.cakebread.ca

Decidedly urban, the Comox Valley offers visitors an eclectic 

mix of accommodations, restaurants, shopping, brew pubs, 

live music venues, theatre performances, spas and more.

Your Comox Valley Recreation starts at The Cona. 
Enjoy riverfront views in downtown Courtenay.  Open year-round
• Dorms, privates & family suite • Beds from $28/night (inc. tax)

+1 (877) 490-CONA (2662 ) or +1 (250) 331-0991
440 Anderton Avenue, Courtenay, beside the 5th Street Bridge.

www.theconahostel.com
THE CONA HOSTEL offers clean, 
affordable riverside accommodations in 
downtown Courtenay for those look-
ing to experience the Comox Valley. 
Nearby restaurants, brew pubs, grocer-
ies and shopping are all within walking 
distance. Services include free wireless 
internet, large kitchen, coin laundry, 
foosball, TV/DVD, gear storage and the 
friendliest staff in town. Ask about our 
stay and play packages.  
www.theconahostel.com

Blue Spruce Ice Cream is the Comox 
Valley’s new small batch ice cream spot.  
We proudly use locally sourced, artisanal 
ingredients in all our traditionally made, 
handcrafted ice creams and non dairy 
desserts.  Come in for a quick lunch, ice 
cream sandwich, coffee, or a cone! Or call 
to order your customized cake, sundae kit 
or party pack! Find us on instagram and 
twitter at bluesprucecv. 

526 Cliffe Ave, Courtenay 

250-871-3221 bluesprucecv@gmail.com

477 – 6th St. Courtenay 250.334.3116
www.edibleisland.ca M-F 9-7  Sat 9-6  Sun 10-5

477 – 6th St. Courtenay 250.334.3116
www.edibleisland.ca M-F 9-7  Sat 9-6  Sun 10-5

EDIBLE ISLAND WHOLE FOODS 
MARKET Your only full-service, whole 
foods grocery store in Courtenay. In our 
downtown location, we feature a full 
range of groceries, vitamins, supple-
ments and fabulous body care alternatives.  
Proud to be local and a vibrant part of the 
Comox Valley for almost 40 years! Open 
Mon-Fri 9-7pm, Sat 9-6pm, Sun 10-5pm

477 6Th Street, Courtenay
250-334-3116  www.edibleisland.ca

STAY,
PLAY
SHOP 
& DINE IN THE COMOX VALLEY

Fine Jewellry • Diamonds
Watches •�China • Crystal

“The Store with the Clock!”

261 Fifth Street, Courtenay • 250-334-4523

J • E • W • E • L • L • E • R • S

GRAHAM’S JEWELLERS i s  a 
family operated business, serving the 
Comox  Va l l ey  fo r  47  yea r s .  All 
jewellery repairs are handled locally by 
a qualified goldsmith. At Graham’s, as 
well as offering fine jewellery we also 
carry watches, crystal, china and gift-
ware, such as Simon G, Pandora, Swiss 
Army, Tissot, Lampe Berger.  

261, Fifth Street,
Downtown Courtenay 250-334-4523

625 Cliffe Avenue,
Downtown, Courtenay
Short walking distance 
to shops and theatre.
250-334-8564
www.bisquerestaurant.ca

FRESH WEST COAST 
INSPIRED MENU

BISQUE RESTAURANT 
For those who have already found it, the 
charm of BISQUE comes as no surprise. 
The fast paced lunch changes to a 
relaxing evening out. Now located at our 
downtown Courtenay location, our fresh 
wes t  coa s t  menu  inc ludes  l oca l 
seafood, lamb, house made fresh pasta, 
AAA steaks and a nightly fresh sheet. 

Fully licensed. Tel. 250-334-8564 
www.bisquerestaurant.ca



HOT CHOCOLATES Our chocolates 
are hand-crafted from the highest qual-
ity Belgian chocolate combined with 
fresh ingredients such as roasted nuts , 
intense f rui t  and liqueurs. Discover 
our wide selection of quality artisan 
chocolates, inc. handmade truffles, barks, 
bars, and a wide variety of other confec-
tions. Enjoy our signature housemade 
gelato, sorbetto, fudge or a beverage 
in our cafe. 1-866-HOT-CHOC
250.338.8211  www.hotchocolates.ca

When visiting
Mount Washington,
make sure to bring
the right clothing!

W O M E N  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D

Visit THE ROMANCE SHOP, where 
lovers and romantics of all ages shop! We 
serve as a resource to promote healthy 
attitudes about sex and pro-vide quality 
products and information. Finest quality 
massage oils, personal lubricants, sexy lin-
gerie and much more.  Open late 7 days 
a week! Book your Romance Home Party 
today! Stores in Victoria, Duncan and 
Courtenay. 589 Cliffe Ave., Courtenay 
250-338-0669
www.theromanceshop.org  

Welcome to Il Falcone Restaurant. 
Inspired by the exuberant Italian approach 
to cuisine and the superb ingredients of 
the Comox Valley, Chef Andrey prepares 
classical dishes and handmade pastas with 
nightly specials featuring local purveyors. 
An extensive list of regional Italian wines 
complements the menu. Open for dinner 
Tuesday through Saturday from 5pm.
536 6th Street, Courtenay 
Reservations recommended, 
call 250-871-7770 www.ilfalcone.ca

Customer Care: 1.800.667.8280 | thriftyfoods.com
Courtenay: 660 England Ave | Crown Isle: 444 Lerwick Rd

THRIFTY FOODS Smiles every day, 

excellent service and prices on all your 

grocery needs, with in-store bakery, meat 

and seafood service  counter,  del i , 

f loral department, plus Mount Wash-

ington’s “Snow Season” 6IXPAKs. Redeem 

your AirMiles points for cash at the till or 

earn Dream Miles for travel. Downtown 

Courtenay  and Crown Isle locations to 

serve you!  www.thriftyfoods.com

LAUGHING OYSTER BOOKSHOP 
Your independent community book-
store in Downtown Courtenay. With over 
10,000 titles in stock we have books that 
inspire, inform, entertain or transport you 
to  new worlds. We carry classic favourites, 
local interest and new releases, award 
winners and reviewers’ picks. 
Special orders available on request!

286 Fifth Street • Tel. 250-334-2511
www.laughingoysterbooks.com

il Falcone Italian Restaurant
536 6th Street, Downtown Courtenay
Dinner from 5pm Tues-Sat    ilfalcone.ca

HIGH TIDE PUBLIC HOUSE 
You’re always welcome at the High 
Tide Public House! Our friendly staff 
will make you feel right at home, with 
fantastic customer service and a friendly 
smile. We feature a seafood centric 
menu, handcraf ted cockta i l s ,  an 
extensive wine list, local craft beers on 
tap and some of the best live music in 
the Comox Valley.

250-334-8811 www.hightidepub.com 
268 Fifth Street, Downtown Courtenay

Come to Downtown Courtenay’s 
UNION STREET GRILL AND GROTTO 
and enjoy full service dining on the Grill 
side and quick counter service, and a fun, 
casual atmosphere on the Grotto side. En-
joy a hearty lunch during the day and a 
delicious fresh dinner over candle light in 
the evening including fresh local seafood 
selections. Be sure to check out our Full 
Gluten free menu as well!
477 - 5th Street, Courtenay
250-897-0081  www.unionstreetgrill.ca

THE WAVERLEY HOTEL is your 
evening destination for amazing 
live music featuring acts from all over 
the world. Hungry? From The Big Wave 
to Fish Tacos our food is a must on your 
night out! Check out our Monthly Feature 
Specials Menu. Cold Beer & Wine Store 
open daily including local wines and great 
craft beers. 
Guest accommodations available. 
250-336-8322  www.waverleyhotel.ca 
2692 Dunsmuir Ave., Cumberlandwww.facebook.com/waverleyhotel

2692 Dunsmuir Ave.

Cumberland  

250-336-8322
waverleyhotel.ca

Great Food
Live Music
Cold Beer

Great Food
Live Music
Cold Beer

Enjoy authentic Greek cuisine at 
YIAMAS GREEK TAVERNA. Open 
for lunch or dinner (7 days a week) 
Yiamas has all the traditional favourites 
including lamb souvlaki, fire-grilled rack 
of ribs, spanakopita, moussaka, keftedes, 
humous and baklava! 

250-871-8552
www.yiamastaverna.ca
275 8th Street, Downtown Courtenay
Across from Shopper’s Drug Mart

  AUTHENTIC GREEK  CUISINE

Open for Lunch & Dinner - 7 Days a Week

NURTURE MASSAGE is located at 
Breathe Health Collective in Down-
town Courtenay. We will be back on 
Mount Washington for 2020! Whether 
you’re looking for deep tissue work or a 
soo th ing ,  re juvena t ing  re l axa t ion 
massage,  be prepared to be impressed by 
this unique massage experience!  

Book Now: 250-218-9809 call/txt

breathehealth.ca

440B Anderton Ave, CourtenayYOU DESERVE IT!

COMOX VALLEY  |  www.40knotswinery.com

Ask for 40 Knots at 
Ted’s & Outdoor Elements.

Visit us for a complimentary 
tasting or event.

CrownIsle.com
250-703-5050  |  TF  1-888-338-8439

STAY  STAY  

$15450
per person based on double 

occupancy, plus taxes

FROM

Registered Massage Therapy
Open 7 days a week
Morning, Afternoon & Evening Appts.

432 10th Street, Courtenay

Online Booking:
courtenaymassagetherapy.com
or 250-897-0069
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DEAN PRENTICE SERVES ON 
TAVI BOARD FOR 2019

 Dean Prentice, Mount Washington’s new 

General Manager, will fulfill the second of 

his two-year term on Tourism Vancouver 

Island. Prentice was reaffirmed to the 

Board during TAVI’s 55th Annual Confer-

ence and AGM, held in September in Port 

Hardy.

NEW HOME FOR THE 
FREESTYLE CLUB 

 The former Nordic building hasn’t been 

used for cross-country skiing since Raven 

Lodge was built, but the building lives on. 

The Mount Washington Freestyle Club will 

be using the old “Sushi Mon” Restaurant 

part of the building for their Clubhouse for 

the 2018-19 season.

 The three-storey building had a world-

wide reputation when the Nordic Café was 

in the nondescript gray wooden lodge. 

People came from around the world to 

cross-country ski or snowshoe, and the 

cinnamon buns served in the Café became 

world famous.

 Mount Washington still serves the deca-

dent sticky buns in the Eagle View Bistro.

 Raven Lodge was eventually built a 

kilometre further along the road, next to 

the new Trailhead into Paradise Meadows, 

and the Nordic Lodge was replaced. It has 

had a variety of uses over the years. The 

building was used as a pizzeria  as well as 

Sushi Mon for a few seasons.

 The building is situated beside the park-

ing lot at the Hawk Chairlift. This means 

that instead of starting the day downstairs 

in the Alpine Lodge, club members will 

personality” selling ski patrol buttons 

(people would fondly refer to him as “the 

Button Man”).

In 2018 Moreau was diagnosed with Mul-

tiple Myeloma; he died on Aug. 24.

 “Jean-Guy was always a positive presence 

and a great ambassador for the Ski Patrol 

through his fundraising button sales,” the 

Mount Washington Ski Patrol Association 

posted on their Facebook page.

John  Bindernagel  compares  two  sasquatch  foot-
print  moulds  in  the  backyard  of  his  Courtenay  
home  in  the  fall  of  2016.  Bindernagel  died  of  

cancer  in  January  2018. 
Susan Quinn Photo 

REMEMBERING 
JOHN BINDERNAGEL 

 The Marmot Newspaper has been run-

ning articles on sasquatch activity around 

Mount Washington for more than a 

decade. Oftentimes, we would turn to bi-

ologist and sasquatch expert John Binder-

nagel for statements and explanations. 

 Bindernagel had discovered a large foot-

print on a school hiking trip - he and his 

wife were chaperoning - in Paradise 

Meadows, and for the next 40 years, he 

was captivated by the creature and sought 

more information.

 We were saddened to learn that Binder-

nagel died of cancer on Jan. 18, 2018.

 While he was known in his later years 

for his sasquatch research (he wrote two 

biology-based books and was a popular 

guest speaker with citizen scientists at 

sasquatch conferences around the Pacific 

Northwest), Bindernagel had a vast history 

with non-profit work. 

 He studied science at the University of 

Guelph and completed graduate studies at 

the University of Wisconsin. He spent time 

in several foreign countries under contract 

with the United Nations Food & Agricul-

ture Organization.

 He and his wife Joan moved to Courte-

nay in the 1970s with their two children, 

and Bindernagel retired there.

have their own space to meet in the morn-

ings and have lunch midday.

 Club members held a work bee in early 

October to freshen up the building, which 

hasn’t been used since the Podium of Life 

Ski Academy moved away from Mount 

Washington.

 The Freestyle Club will be using a 

portion of the top floor of the Lodge. Dale 

Logan, the Risk Assessment Manager for 

Mount Washington, takes up the middle 

floor for his office.

•••

SNOW SCHOOL WANTS YOU..
TO LEARN TO SKI OR SNOW-

BOARD! 
 The Snow School at Mount Washington 

has a single goal this year: to help more 

people experience the magic of moving on 

snow.

 “We have one big goal, and that’s to 

encourage more people to participate in 

snow skiing and snowboarding,” says 

Mike Manara, Director of Sports, Retail 

and Guest Services.

 “We’ll be looking to build off the 

success of our Learn to Ski Free Program 

and the Learn to Turn Program last year.” 

They have had some really strong support 

for Programs, like the Free Ride Programs 

and the Drop-In Camps, he added.

•••

Jean-Guy  Moreau,  a  founding  member  of  
the  Mount  Washington  Volunteer  Ski  Patrol  

Association,  is  pictured  at  an  awards  ceremony  
with  a  special  button-shaped  award  in  2017. 

FAREWELL JEAN-GUY MOREAU 
 The Mount Washington Volunteer Ski 

Patrol is mourning the loss of one of its 

founders this season.

 Jean-Guy Moreau helped start the 

volunteer organization in 1979, and 

remained active on the Patrol for more 

than 35 years. He gained notoriety at 

Mount Washington for his “winning 

HONOURING RUTH MASTERS
On Nov. 3, 2018, a small group of 

volunteers from the Strathcona Wilderness 

Institute and their Chairperson, Judy 

Norbury, christened the lower floor meet-

ing area of the Wilderness Centre as the 

Ruth Masters Nature Hall. It was almost 

a year to the day since Ruth Masters, a 

renowned Comox Valley environmentalist, 

passed away at 97.

•••

WHEN YOU GOTTA GO...
Hikers and walkers who visited the Para-

dise Meadows Trailhead beside Raven 

Lodge in the fall will have noticed some 

new construction: brand new outdoor 

toilets.

RAISING MONEY 
FOR PARALYMPIANS 

 Did you know that Paralympic athletes 

are required to raise a lot of the money 

to pay for their competitive season? Tyler 

Luscombe does.

 Luscombe’s younger brother Braydon, 

who learned to ski at Mount Washington 

Alpine Resort, has been a member of the 

Canadian Paralympic Ski Team for the past 

seven years; he has competed at numerous 

World Championships as well as two 

Winter Olympic Games.

 Tyler lives in Penticton, B.C. and works 

with the B.C. Wildfire Service. He and 

three of his friends embarked on a 10-day, 

432-kilometre fundraising run to Victoria 

to help out his younger brother.

 “Braydon’s never been one to ask for 

help,” Tyler told the Penticton Western 

News.

 The foursome took turns running in 

front of their small motorhome, collecting 

donations and sharing awareness for 

Paralympic atheletes.

 Braydon Luscombe started para skiing at 

Mount Washington Alpine Resort when he 

was six. He lost his right leg at age 5 to 

necrotizing fasciitis (flesh-eating disease).

 He began racing at age 11. Luscombe 

competed in the Paralympics in Sochi in 

2014 as well as Paralympic Winter Games 

in PyeongChang, and he won a World Cup 

Bronze Medal in 2016.
Continued on page 16. 

NEWS in Brief 
Encompassing people, places and happenings at Mount Washington 
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MOUNT WASHINGTON ALPINE VILLAGE MAP

589 Cli�e Avenue, Courtenay • 250-338-0669 • www.theromanceshop.org
Open 7 days a week... late!

15%
OFF!

ON ONE ITEM IN THE STORE with this ad!

When visiting
Mount Washington,
make sure to bring
the right clothing!

Open Year Round • Mon-Sat • 9:30-5:30

Quality Lifestyle Fashions
& Technical Outdoor wear

For Men And WomeN 

Quality Lifestyle Fashions
& Technical Outdoor wear

For Men And WomeN 

skiandsurf.ca   250-338-8844    333 Fifth Street, Courtenay    Est. 1989

plus Alpine Skiing Gear
Snowshoes, (Retail & Rentals)
Kayaks, Surf Skis & Sups

CELEBRATING 29 YEARS!



PLEASE NOTE: 
• The info is current as of  November 14, 2019 
• These privately owned condominiums and 
chalets are rented out by their owners and have 
their own features and contacts as listed. 
• Royal LePage in the Comox Valley and The 
Marmot have no interest, financial or otherwise in 
these accommodations and assume no responsi-
bility for them in any way. 
• Parking at Mount Washington can be a challenge 
in snowy conditions. 
• PLEASE follow the rules of the property you are 
staying at in regards to parking. 
• If you are parking in an other property’s parking 
space or on the road, you will be towed without 
notice.

ALPINE VILLAGE                             WINTER ~ QUIET, VEHICLE FREE VILLAGE WITH FOUR PERIMETER PARKING LOTS       SUMMER ~ DRIVE TO, WITH INDIVIDUAL PARKING

BEAUFORT HEIGHTS DRIVE TO WITH INDIVIDUAL PARKING

BEAR LODGE 1280 ALPINE ROAD          DRIVE TO SLOPESIDE LOCATION WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING, AND HOT TUB

BLUEBERRY HILL 1320 HENRY ROAD             DRIVE TO WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING, AND SAUNA

CREEKSIDE HOUSE 1380 HENRY ROAD            DRIVE TO SLOPESIDE LOCATION  WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING

MOUNTAINSIDE LODGE 1340 HENRY ROAD            DRIVE TO WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING, HOT TUB AND SAUNA

PARKVIEW PLACE 1370 HENRY ROAD            DRIVE TO WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING FOR TWO VEHICLES

PTARMIGAN RIDGE 1105 HENRY ROAD            DRIVE TO ACCESS WITH OPEN PARKING

FOSTERS PLACE                              DRIVE TO WITH INDIVIDUAL PARKING

ALPINE VILLAGE                             WINTER ~ QUIET, VEHICLE FREE VILLAGE WITH FOUR PERIMETER PARKING LOTS       SUMMER ~ DRIVE TO, WITH INDIVIDUAL PARKING

Contact Phone Email or Web
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1201 HENRY ROAD            DRIVE TO WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING,  OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL, SAUNA AND HOT TUBPARADISE RIDGE

690 Castle Crag Crescent B - (88B)  400 400 500 300 10 3 3 Y N Y N 3 Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y L Y N Talaya 250-898-9238 talayac@gmail.com

893 Clinton Wood Court  “Chalet 26” 225 300 350 150 10 3 2 Y N N N 2 Y Y N Y N W N Y F Y N Elisa Djurickovic 250-381-1649 edjurickovic@gmail.com

965 Clinton Wood Court  200 250 300 150 10 5 5 Y Y Y N 1 N N N Y Y W Y Y O Y N Kazimiera Stypka 250-477-2270 stypka@shaw.ca

1016 Henry Road   “Mogul Manor #47” 95 190 190 75 21 4 4 N N N N 3 N Y N Y Y N Y Y N N N Bob Shires 250-477-6707 blshires@paci�ccoast.net

750 Jutland Terrace  “Chalet 9” 300 350 400 200 12 3 3 Y N Y N 2 N Y N Y N W Y Y N Y N Helen Austin 250-702 0095 www.chalet9.com

1044 Meadow Lane  “The Big Chill”  295 345 395 Call 12 4 5 Y Y N N 3 N Y Y Y Y W Y Y O Y N Debra Stockdill 250-592-7278 chalet40@shaw.ca

871 Strata Way  “Doug's Chalet” - Lower 170 220 320 130 8 2 1 N N N N 2 N Y N Y Y W Y Y N Y N Kim Ellis 250-218-5794 dougschalet33@gmail.com

974 Strata Way  “Chalet 72” 185 280 375 185 8 3 3 Y N Y N 2 Y Y N Y Y N Y Y N Y N Glenda Kirk 250-658-1260 Chalet72@telus.net

988 Strata Way  “Red Roof Chalet 70 -  Lower 200 250 300 150 10 3 1 Y N N N 1 N N N Y Y PT Y Y N N N Carol Turnham 250-592-2842 www.redroofchalet.com

988 Strata Way  “Red Roof Chalet 70 - Uppper 250 350 400 200 15 5 3 Y N N N 1 N N N Y Y W Y Y N N N Carol Turnham 250-592-2842 www.redroofchalet.com

1109 Alexandra Avenue  Main & Bachelor 470 600 895 280 20 7 6 Y N N N 3 N Y N N N W N Y F Y N Cona Vacation Getaways 250-871-8807 www.conagetaways.com/chalet-54

620 Arrrowsmith Ridge  “K2 Chalet” 225 300 350 200 12 4 5 Y N N N 3 N Y Y N Y N N N L Y Y Stephan Krieger 250-477-3878 www.k2chalet.ca

680 Arrowsmith Ridge  “Big Red Chalet” 300 350 400 265 16 5 3 Y N N N 3 N Y Y Y Y P N N N Y N Jennifer Bryans  604-807-2847 www.bigredchalet.com

899 Cruikshank Ridge  “Mt. Washington Chalet”  250 350 1100 175 25 7 6 Y N N N 4 Y Y Y Y Y E N N F Y N Candice  www.mtwashingtonchalet.com

909 Cruikshank Ridge  350 500 550 250 10 3 5 Y N Y N 2 Y Y N Y Y E N N O Y N Peter & Kari Zimmerman 250-951-8221 peterz.ca

1187 Fosters Place  “Chateau Cona” 560 810 1000 395 20 5 5 Y Y Y N 5 Y Y N Y Y E N N F Y N Brian or Karla 250-871-8807 www.chateaucona.com

1268 Fosters Place  “Blue Haven” 600 795 1265 N/A 15 4 3 Y N N N 3 N Y N Y Y P N N F Y N Brian or Karla 250-871-8807 www.conagetaways.com

828E Washington Way 275 400 450 200 16 5 3 Y N N N 2 Y Y Y Y Y P Y N N N N Tyler Green 250-213-3464 greenersdad@gmail.com

101 - Bear Lodge 150 195 275 100 4 1 1 Y N N N 3 Y Y Y Y Y P N N F Y N Doug Yelland 250-744-9214 www.bearlodgecondos.com

203 - Bear Lodge 259 349 419 199 10 3 3 Y N N N 4 N Y Y Y Y P N N O Y N Paul Francisty 250-246-8807 pfrancisty@gmail.com

307 - Bear Lodge 175 225 300 125 8 3 3 Y Y Y N 2 Y Y Y Y Y P N N O N N    mdaccommodations@shaw.ca

401 - Bear Lodge 179 249 349 135 6 2 3 Y N N N 3 N Y Y N N P N N F Y N Ken Heinrich 250-792-3424 bearlodge401@gmail.com

409 - Bear Lodge 250 250 325 Call 6 2 3 Y N N N 4 Y Y Y Y N P N N F Y N Keith & Cathy Larsen 250-338-0972 keith.larsen@telus.net

107 - Blueberry Hill Call Call Call Call 8 2 3 Y Y Y N 2 Y Y Y Y N P N N F Y N Leanne Webster 250-514-7483 www.klahanievacations.com

217 - Blueberry Hill 160 210 240 100 8 3 3 Y Y Y N 2 Y Y Y Y Y P N N F Y N Elaine Smith 250 516-8862 www.mtwashingtoncondo.net

303 -  Blueberry Hill Call Call Call Call 7 2 3 Y N Y N 2 N N Y N N P N N O Y N Leanne Webster 250-514-7483 www.klahanievacations.com

307 -  Blueberry Hill 175 225 300 125 8 3 3 Y Y Y N 2 Y Y Y Y Y P N N O N N Sean Jordan 250-588-2469 www.307blueberryhill.ca

313 - Blueberry Hill Call Call Call Call 13 3 3 Y Y Y N 4 Y Y Y N N P N N F Y N Leanne Webster 250-514-7483 www.klahanievacations.com

202 - Creekside House 175 250 310 125 9 3 3 Y N N N 3 Y Y Y Y Y P N N O Y N Lois Stevenson 250-339-0914 lois.stevenson55@gmail.com

204 - Creekside House 150 215 275 100 8 2 3 Y N N N 3 Y Y Y Y Y P N N O O N Chantal Rousseau 250-923-5360 www.creekside204.ca

302 - Creekside House 175 250 275 100 8 3 3 Y N N N 2 Y Y Y Y Y P N N N Y N Mary Anne Kinloch 778-356-2999 makinloch@gmail.com

301 - Mountainside Lodge 150 200 250 100 7 2 3 Y N Y N 3 Y Y Y Y Y P N N O Y N Gerrie 250-658-4484 gkarcher@telus.net

305 - Mountainside Lodge 140 180 180 100 5 2 3 Y N Y N 2 Y Y Y N N P N N O Y N Rhonda Borton 250-616-9085 rkborton@shaw.ca

109 - Paradise Ridge 175 235 290 109 8 3 2 Y N Y N 2 Y Y Y Y Y P N N O Y N Darla or Joe 250-390-2717 darla.joe@shaw.ca

209 - Paradise Ridge  “Mountain Oasis” 250 350 450 185 9 4 4 Y N Y N 2 Y Y Y Y Y P N N O Y N Janice Dunn 250-618-2078 janicefd@shaw.ca

210 - Paradise Ridge 160 210 260 125 6 2 3 Y N Y N 2 N Y N N Y N N N F Y N Dana Lipka 250-216-3372 danalipka@shaw.ca

301 - Paradise Ridge 175 225 275 100 8 3 3 Y N Y N 2 Y Y Y Y Y P N N O N N Renate Schoep 250-213-3597 rschoep@shaw.ca

305 - Paradise Ridge  “Peace of Paradise” 125 225 300 100 10 3 3 Y N Y N 2 N N Y Y N P N N O Y N Yolande or Jasmine Girard 780-531-6120 peaceofparadise305@gmail.com

501 - Paradise Ridge 160 250 325 120 8 3 3 Y N Y N 2 Y Y N N N P N N F Y N Amber & Robert McDonald 250-893-2926 www.facebook.com/501ParadiseRidge/

10 - Parkview  Place Call Call Call Call 9 4 3 Y N Y N 3 N Y Y N Y P N N F Y N Leanne Webster 250-514-7483 www.klahanievacations.com

205 - Ptarmigan Ridge Call Call Call Call 1 1 1 N N N N 1 N N N N N N N N N N N jJason Senecal 250-709-1949 jasonsenecal1234@gmail.com

313 - Ptarmigan Ridge 100 125 175 90 5 1 1 Y N N N 2 Y Y Y Y Y P N N O Y Y Carolyn Tatton or Ken Green 250-753-7377 tatton@shaw.ca

Bear Lodge

• 1 bedroom, fully equipped • Fireplace
• Underground parking • Well appointed
• Southerly exposure, great mountain view
             Doug: 1-250-744-9214

dyelland@shaw.ca  BearLodgeCondos.com

CHALET 54

1109 Alexandra Avenue

• 7 bedrooms • 3.5 baths • Ski in and out
• Cable TVs & Wifi • Kitchen & kitchenette
• Wood burning fireplace, wood supplied
       Jean Haley  250.871.8807

899 CRUIKSHANK RIDGE
WHOLE CHALET

www.mtwashingtonchalet.com

• 7 bedrooms (Up to 21 Adults & 4 Children)
• 2 full size, fully equipped kitchens • 3 Baths
• Flat Screen TVs & Cable • Wifi • Fireplaces 
• Covered Decks • Propane BBQs
        bookings@mtwashingtonchalet.com

LUXURIOUS
CHALET

Ski-In Ski-Out Accommodation at Mount Washington

• Sauna
• Hot Tubs
• Drive-In Access
• Sleeps up to 15 Adults,
  21 including children

Call Karla or Brian 250.871.8807

• Sauna
• Hot Tubs
• Drive-In Access
• Sleeps up to 15 Adults,
  21 including children

Call Karla or Brian 250.871.8807
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Mount Washington
 PRIVATE RENTAL ACCOMMODATIONS

Photo courtesy Neil Havers

For Up-To-Date Rental Options: www.mtwashingtonaccommodation.com

$135*

Considering buying or selling 
a home on Mount Washington 
or in the Comox Valley?
“I know the Comox Valley Real 
Estate Market as well as I know
Mount Washington’s.”

With 29 years of 
experience you can 
trust me with your 
Real Estate needs.

THE MOUNT WASHINGTON
REAL ESTATE EXPERT
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Marmot Flats

Marmot Flats

The HubThe Hub

M
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Teaching Carpet

Teaching Carpet

Tobogganing

TO ALPINETO ALPINE

LookoutLookout
MOUNTAIN CENTREMOUNTAIN CENTRE

Marmot Flats

Marmot Flats

Biathlon 
Range

Biathlon 
Range

StadiumStadium

Sprint LoopSprint Loop

Please stay on groomed trails only

Raven’s Revenge is a

DOG-FRIENDLY trail.

IN CASE OF
EMERGENCY

CALL FIRST AID

250-334-5741

NORDIC LEGEND

FIRST
AID

PARKING DOG FRIENDLYPERMANENTLY
CLOSED

AREA

FAT BIKING - preferred routes
Intermediate - 4.5 km 
Ravens Revenge → first out to Jutland 
Advanced - 9km 
full Ravens Revenge → Jutland
Advanced - 8km  
West Passage → Lower West → Marmot Flats 
→ The Hub → Legacy View → Jutland 
*please note Fat Bikers may utilize sections 
  of Great Big View and Finger Glades

THERE ARE ELEMENTS OF RISK THAT COMMON SENSE AND 
PERSONAL AWARENESS CAN HELP REDUCE. REGARDLESS OF 

HOW YOU DECIDE TO USE THE TRAILS, ALWAYS SHOW 
COURTESY TO OTHERS. PLEASE ADHERE TO THE CODE LISTED 
BELOW AND SHARE WITH OTHERS THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 

A SAFE OUTDOOR EXPERIENCE. 

Always check posted trail 
conditions.
Ski in indicated direction 
and obey all posted signs 
and warnings. Keep off 
closed trails. 
Always ski to right when 
meeting on-coming skiers and 
when skiing on double track. 
Yield the track to faster skiers 
and skiers calling ‘track’. 
Ski in control. On two-way 
trails decending skiers have 
the right-of-way.
Do not stop where you 
obstruct a trail or are not 
visible to others. Move off 
the track quickly if you fall 
or during rest stops. 
Do no litter. Take out what you 
pack in. Respect all property. 
Report all accidents.  

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

Far East - 4.5km
Jack Rabbit Link - 2km
Jutland - 3km
Lake Approach - 1.5km
Marmot Flats - 2.5km
Paradise Meadows - 3km
West Passage - 1km

Lookout - 0.5km
Legacy View - 1.5km

1

NEW - Fat Bike Trails

Bikes yield to all other trail 
users. Skiers don’t have 
breaks, but you do! 
Fat bike lane - Ride on the 
most firm part of the track. 
No skidding please! 
Leave room for skiers to pass.
No biking on the groomed 
nordic ski trails. 
Do not ride if the snow is too 
soft. If you have to get off and 
push, have troubles riding in 
a straight line, or leave a rut, 
it’s too soft! 
All riders must stay on 
designated fat bike trails 
Fat biking is not permitted 
above 0˚ Celsius. 
Tires must be 3.5” or wider 
with a max tire pressure of 
10 PSI.
Helmets are required at all 
times when riding on trails. 
Riders must have a visible 
and valid ticket at all times. 
All riders are to observe and 
practice trail courtesy. 

Know the code 
Be safety conscious
It is your responsibility

CROSS-COUNTRY & FAT BIKE TRAILS



KLAHANIE VACATIONS Ski in and 
out in the winter, bike in and out in the 
summer! We offer guests a variety of quality 
drive-to accommodation choices for their 
Stay & Play on Mount Washington. Relax 
in one of our warmly appointed units with 
full kitchens, gas fireplaces, great views, 
cable, wifi and more! Present this ad and 
receive a 15% discount on your nightly 
stay (holidays excluded). 

To reserve call Leanne at 250-514-7483 
www.klahanievacations.com

on MOUNT WASHINGTON

STAY
PLAY
&DINE
ON MOUNT 
WASHINGTON 

Mount Washington Alpine Resort is Vancouver Island’s Winter Play-

ground and for good reason. Start the day with fresh tracks, as the sun 

dips behind the peaks enjoy aprés ski in the village pub and restaurants. 

In the evening enjoy live entertainment or snuggle into your chalet, the 

choice is all yours!

Browse this Accommodation Guide or check online at

www.mountwashingtonaccommodations.com for available 

condo or chalet rentals. From slopeside to ski-in/ski-out, there is a 

wide variety of options for your ski getaway. Vancouver Island’s Alpine 

Paradise is waiting for you!
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VANCOUVER ISLAND SOCIETY 
FOR ADAPTIVE SNOW SPORTS 
(VISAS) is a non-profit organisation 
providing snowsports lessons for people 
with physical, cognitive or developmental 
disabilities. Students have options to 
Nordic ski, Alpine ski, Sit ski or Snow-
board. Lessons are accommodating, 
affordable and adapted for students’ needs.  
All are welcome.

Ph: 250-334-5755 (for bookings)
www.visasweb.ca 

MOUNT WASHINGTON FREE-
STYLE CLUB We provide a high quality, 
affordable ski program that builds charac-
ter and self-esteem; recognizes different 
ski abilities and interests as part of the 
skill development process; encourages 
individuals to achieve their highest poten-
tial; recognizes the importance of a fun 
environment in all we do and reinforces 
the importance of learning as a team member.

TF: 1-888-231-1499 
www.mtwashingtonskiclub.com

MT. WASHINGTON SKI CLUB 
The Mt. Washington Ski Club provides 
a family oriented environment in which 
members make friends, develop a passion 
for Alpine Skiing and Alpine Ski Racing, 
and achieve excellence in a sportsmanlike 
culture. our main focus at all levels is to 
create great skiers, in all terrain and snow 
conditions! These opportunities lead to 
excellence on and off the snow!

250-897-6058
www.mtwashingtonskiclub.com

VI RIDERS Freestyle Snowboard Training Club 
VI Riders is Mount Washington’s premiere freestyle snow-
board club. VI Riders aims to provide fun, confidence-
building snowboard training for all levels of freestyle skill. 
Whether your goal is to build confidence in the terrain 
park, to compete and get on the podium, or simply to 
meet and have fun riding with other snowboarders, 
VI Riders will help you develop the skills necessary to 
achieve your goals.

www.viriders.ca

Strathcona Nordics We are Vancouver Island’s cross-
country ski club, dedicated to skier development and the 
promotion of nordic skiing for fun, fitness, recreation, and 
health. You can find us at Raven Lodge at the Nordic area 
on Mount Washington every weekend in the winter.  The 
club is 450+ members strong. We have a vibrant program-
focused club dedicated to skier development of all ages, 
for fun, fitness and recreation, and to the lifelong love of 
skiing.

www.strathconanordics.com

Vancouver Island Biathlon Club Not only do we 
promote the exhilarating sport of biathlon, we also bring 
the community together through sportsmanship and 
healthy living. Many of the lessons learned in this sport 
can carry over to other aspects of life. Teamwork, disci-
pline, hard work, perseverance, and success are all experi-
ences that will be encountered in sport and in life. Our 
club boasts one of the best, fully-automated ranges in BC.

www.vibiathlon.ca
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New Faces 
Mount Washington

Continued from page 5.

 Beth Novak is another person with a 

new role at the Bike Park, but someone 

who has been with the Resort for nine 

years. Novak has been hired as Summer 

Programs Manager for the Bike Park, with 

the goal to grow events and the Mountain 

Bike School.

 Novak was working as Sales Manager 

for the Snow School and Rental Area. “She 

was involved with the initial startup in the 

Bike Park three years ago.”

 She will manage the Nordic Centre in the 

winter, then shift gears to manage summer 

programs at the Bike Park, work on events 

and also work with the new ZipTours.  

 “She’s got a pretty diverse background 

and we’re pretty happy to have her rejoin 

us in a full-time capacity.”

 Novak has worked as a guide with a 

zipline company in the past so she is 

familiar with operations, and will work in 

the business and operations end of Mount 

Washington’s new ZipTour when it opens 

in the summer of 2019.

 There is a new Retail Manager for the 

winter, as longtime Manager Chris 

Dennis has retired. Kris Uytterhagen has 

taken over Dennis’ duties.

 Vancouver Island was already represented 

with the Victoria Ale Trail. Now with the 

new Vancouver Island trail, craft beer fans 

can visit up to 24 small breweries between 

Victoria and the Comox Valley.

 The Vancouver Island Ale Trail is broken 

up into two itineraries: the first part takes 

thirsty participants through the Cowichan 

Valley to Nanaimo, with eight breweries 

stretching from farm to sea.

 Part two, which BCAleTrail.ca calls “the 

Central Island Beer Belt” starts in Nanaimo 

and extends to the Comox Valley. This part 

starts in Parksville with Mount Arrow-

smith Brewing, then to Qualicum Beach 

and nanobrewery LoveShack Libations.

 If you’re heading to the west coast for 

a little post-ski surfing session in Tofino, 

stop first in Port Alberni and explore Twin 

City Brewing. Opened in 2017 by a Port 

Alberni couple with a penchant for creative 

and unusual beer styles, Twin City Brewing 

just won Best BC Beer of 2018 with its Late 

Bloomer fruit beer.

 The Comox Valley has three stops 
on the new Vancouver Island Ale 
Trai l :  Forbidden Brewing and 
Gladstone Brewing in Courtenay, 
and Cumberland Brewing, nestled in 
the shadow of Mount Washington.

 Forbidden Brewing, based in the 

Westerly Hotel in Courtenay, is named 

for  the Forbidden Plateau region 

of  Vancouver Island. This nano-brewery’s 

tasting room focuses on ultra-local organic 

beers. You won’t find their unique taste 

sold anywhere but their tasting room.

 Gladstone Brewing, located in the 

heart of downtown Courtenay on Fourth 

Street at Cliffs Avenue, has created a vibe of 

its own. Based in a one-time car mechanic’s 

shop, Gladstone embraces its heritage with 

a tasting room decorated with old car parts 

and automobile memorabilia.

 Gladstone is located next to a taqueria, 

providing a unique food and brew pairing.

 BC Ale Trail
The BC Ale Trail has launched a new Vancouver Island Ale Trail, featuring 14 
craft breweries from Duncan to Courtenay - including three from the Comox 
Valley, a short drive from Mount Washington Alpine Resort. 

 When it opened in 2015 Gladstone 

produced just enough beer for its own 

tasting room and patio as well as a few 

local eateries. After a recent renovation that 

doubled its space, Gladstone now provides 

its core lineup and some seasonals across 

Vancouver Island in four-packs of tall cans.

 Gladstone Brewing won a silver medal 

for best North American Porter and Stout 

at the 2018 BC Beer Awards in Vancouver 

last October. More than 100 breweries 

submitted 1,085 beers for judging in 30 

categories in the annual event

 Cumberland Brewing opened in 2014 

in a small storefront on the Main Street in 

Cumberland. Since then it’s become a 

destination brewery. 

 Its cosy tasting room and sun-drenched 

patio are draws to residents and tourists 

alike - a perfect place to end your day of 

mountain biking at Mount Washington 

Alpine Resort, or share experiences from 

the new zip tours that will be opening in 

summer 2019 at the Resort. 

 The BC Ale Trail was launched two years 

ago and already promotes more than 150 

craft breweries in 17 Ale Trail itineraries.

NEWS in Brief
Continued from page 10.

MOUNT WASHINGTON NOW A 
SMOKE FREE ENVIRONMENT 

If you were thinking of lighting up at 

Mount Washington Alpine Resort this 

winter, you should know that the Resort 

went smoke-free as of June 1.

 “In survey after survey, our guests 

inform us one of their top reasons for 

visiting Mount Washington is the fresh air 

and pristine alpine environment,” Mount 

Washington spokesperson Sheila Rivers 

said.

 “Evolving to a smoke-free Resort will 

ensure that all of our guests experience 

the 100 percent natural environment they 

expect when visiting one of Canada’s most 

beautiful destinations.”

 Smoking is banned in lift lines, on chair-

lifts, and within three metres of building 

entrances and intakes. The new policy 

will extend to all Resort property, includ-

ing parking lots, ski runs bike, hiking and 

Nordic trails and public spaces within the 

Resort area boundary.

 The policy covers all smoking, including 

vaporizers and marijuana.

 With the hot, dry summers B.C. has been 

experiencing, the smoke-free policy goes 

beyond personal health. “There are several 

benefits to the smoke-free policy including 

the safety of the Resort and Strathcona Pro-

vincial Park,” said Jesse Percival, Ski Patrol 

Director.

 “Removing the smoking hazard will 

greatly reduce the risk of human-triggered 

fires, allowing everyone to breathe easier 

this summer.”

 The policy applies to both guests and 

Resort staff. Mount Washington will be 

providing employees with the tools and 

support needed to transition into the 

smoke-free environment, Director of 

Human Resources Tina Pringle said.
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Living on 
Mount Washington

Continued from page 4.

 “This year I’m changing my schedule 

so I can do the ride into work.” From 

Ptarmigan Ridge she can walk to the 

beginning of Foster’s Place and take the 

ski cut beside Blueberry Hill to the Hawk 

Chair. She will take the chair to the top 

and rides back down to work - some-

times twice, if she can.

 “I have a favourite, it’s the Sunset,” she 

said. If she has time for a second run 

she’ll go back up the Hawk and take 

Reverse Traverse back down to the 

Alpine Lodge.

 That first year was a challenge for 

Orel to learn to live in the snow. “I 

didn’t realize before the mountain opens 

no one clears the parking lots. I would 

be out there with my shovel. It wasn’t 

enough for me to give up. Now, it’s old 

hat.”

 Scheduling trips to town - “budgeting 

my time” - was another lesson learned. 

There are full-time residents who go 

down the hill to town every day, but Orel 

prefers to go once a week.

 “Once it starts snowing I tend to stock 

up for a month; I won’t leave here,” she 

said. 

 “If you choose to live up here you need 

to learn to budget your time and stock 

levels.”

 The Resort is open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

in the shoulder seasons, but the General 

Store is only open during winter and 

summer, so one can’t simply run to the 

Lodge if they’ve forgotten something.

 “I appreciate it a little better because 

that’s what taught me to slow down.”

 She’s glad she took the chance to live 

at Mount Washington even though she 

was still working down the hill in town. 

“This is one of the most beautiful places 

you can be,” she said.

 “I would suggest if people are 
looking for a place to re-invent 
themselves…they should look at the 
mountain, definitely. It’s peaceful; it’s 
good for the soul. “t’s good for chil-
dren as well.”

 Although Orel appreciates the solitude 

at Mount Washington, she said there are 

enough families living on the mountain 

full time that a small community has 

really developed.

 “A lot of us come up here for the same 

reason - to be around the quiet and 

nature, and like-minded people,” she 

said. “I finally realized I’m an extroverted 

introvert: I can be social even though I 

like to be alone. 

 “The community up here is very solid. 

We have our own Mount Washington 

residents Facebook page. A lot of the 

people in the village have get-together 

nights.

 “It’s not like you’re alone up here. 

There is a lovely community; everybody 

likes everybody else. It’s a village sense of 

feel.

 “There are a few families that live up 

here full time and it’s nice that those kids 

get to play together. It’s a nice little com-

munity up here, for sure.”

Fire Fighting Agreement
Continued from page 4.

 Firefighters have had a year - including 

one full snow season - to learn the ropes. 

The only fire they responded to was on 

a man lift. “Bystanders basically had the 

fire out before we got up there,” Green 

said.

 That particular fire happened during 

the summer, when the weather was hot 

and sunny, and it was small.

 “Firefighting in winter is different,” 

said Green. “For us it’s knowing the 

area and learning how to fight fires in 

the snow. For example in summer you 

would put up a ladder and go on the roof 

to fight a fire.

 “How can you place a ladder when 

there is eight feet of snow? Those are the 

challenges we’re learning as we go.”

 Although regular Wednesday night 

practices are usually at the fire hall, the 

crew has practiced at Mount Washington 

at least twice a month. They’ve learned 

to use the hydrants while they have 

“snorkels” attached to the top, so they 

can find and use them in deep snow.

 The Mount Washington crew has a 

utility vehicle with a wagon attached that 

has fire fighting equipment to hook up to 

the hydrants.

 They have secure storage for their 

equipment. In the summertime the 

Resort’s fire engine is stored in the main-

tenance yard.

 For now, Mount Washington’s firefight-

ers will continue to be part of Oyster 

River VFD. They are always looking for 

more volunteers.

 The long-range goal is to have people 

who live on the mountain train on the 

mountain so they don’t have to come 

down to the fire hall all the time.

 “We’re always looking for volunteers 

because for this service to be what the 

residents want and desire we need peo-

ple to step up and volunteer,” Green 

said.

 “Having this equipment is nice but it 

doesn’t mean anything if you have no 

one to run it.”

 “The only thing the fire department is 

expecting from people is their time. All 

other expenses are covered.”

 Anyone wishing to volunteer with the 

Oyster River VFD can e-mail Green at 

chief@oysterriverfire.ca or phone the fire 

hall at 250-337-8121. 

Mountain Biking Is Back
Continued from page 5.

 The Bike Park made a couple of key hires 

this year that worked out well, Manara 

said. Moore is the new Trails Supervisor, 

who also manages the Resort’s Terrain 

Parks in the winter.

 Beth Novak has also joined the Bike 

Park team as Summer Programs Manager 

with the intent of growing events and the 

Mountain Bike School.

 “We’d like to add women’s camps and 

kids’ camps, and continue to evolve the 

events portion of the summer,” Manara 

said.

 “We recognize the value of events and 

they’re value-added for our guests. It’s great 

to have specific stuff like the B.C. Cup but 

with our Guides School…you could make 

an event like a women’s weekend.”

 While Bike Park crews concentrated 

on the Park’s advanced runs and prepar-

ing the Park for an early opening, they 

haven’t forgotten intermediate and beginner 

riders. They are trying to bring up a 

new generation of mountain bike riders at 

Mount Washington.

“One of our focuses is developing 
our Guide School and making the 
mountain a place you can come and 
learn to ride a mountain bike with a 
guide,” Manara explained.

 The ownership group has committed to 

expanding the mountain bike product at 

the Resort. Mount Washington is consid-

ered a “small” Park but it’s busy. “We are a 

small Park but…we’re getting in the 6,000 

range in visits. We need to spread people 

out (on the trails),” Manara said.

The mountain bike crew will also fea-
ture this winter as they introduce fat 
biking at Raven Lodge. 

 “It’s a niche product we feel it’s some-

thing that will grow,” Manara said. They 

will have five fat bikes available - they’re 

hardy mountain bikes with fat tires that are 

ideal for traversing snow. There are almost 

20 kilometres of trails that fat bike riders 

can use on mountain property.

 “It’s going to be a cross-country focused 

product,” he says. “I’m pretty excited for 

it. It’s an evolution of our winter activity 

offerings.”

Mount Washington 
Real Estate Expert 

since 1989
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of this uniquely Canadian species, and as 
Taylor notes, the epicenter of those recov-
ery efforts has been at Mount Washington.
 “There were just a handful of colonies left 
when we restarted reintroducing marmots 
in 2004, including the one here at Mount 
Washington.” In fact, the Mount Wash-
ington colony was the largest wild colony 

HELP SAVE THE VANCOUVER ISLAND MARMOT!
Name __________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City ____________________________ Prov __________________________________

Country ________________________  Postal Code ____________________________

email: _________________________________________________________________

I’d like to help our Marmots with a tax-creditable donation. Please accept my gift of:

q $25 q $50  q $100  q other

Sign me up! I want to join the Adoption Club: 
q $120 for one year, OR per month: q $10 q $15  q $20  q $25 

I authorize the Marmot Recovery Foundation to deduct the above amount from my chequing account 

monthly. (I have enclosed a blank cheque marked VOID for processing purposes.)

Signature ________________________________________

YOUR GUARANTEE: You can change or cancel your pledge at any time.

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

q Cheque payable to: Marmot Recovery Foundation

q Visa  q Mastercard

Card # ____________________ Expiry Date __________

Signature ______________________________________

Marmot Recovery Foundation   www.marmots.org 
Box 2332, Station A, Nanaimo, B.C., Canada V9R 6X6  Fax: 250-753-8070

Registered Charity #889980629 RR0001

Meet the Marmot Neighbours!

 Since 1997, conservationists have been 
working to recover the species, whose 
numbers had once dipped even lower. 
“At its lowest point, there were less than 
30 marmots left in the wild,” says Adam 
Taylor, Executive Director of the Marmot 
Recovery Foundation. The Foundation’s 
mission is to recover the wild population 

Photo: Mike Lester

The Vancouver Island Marmot is among the most endangered mammals in the 
world, and only around 200 live in the wild, all on Vancouver Island.

left, a claim that the mountain continues 
to hold. “There are so many marmots here 
compared to the rest of the Island,” laughs 
Taylor, “they are like their own little com-
munity on the Mountain.” 
 Like any small town, there are some 
characters among the marmots at Mount 
Washington. “Our team spends enough 

time at the colony each year that we think 
we know all the marmots by name, though 
we definitely know some of them better 
than others,” says Mike Lester, Field 
Coordinator for the Foundation. Which 
marmot stands out for the team respon-
sible for caring them?

Nicola: The Marmot Matriarch
 At 12, Nicola is the oldest wild Vancouver 
Island Marmot known, and impressively, 
she continues to produce pups. Nicola is 
nearly blind, and is easily identified by her 
milky white left eye. In her younger years, 
Nicola was known for adventuring, some-
times ending up in the Village before being 
relocated to her home on the Hill.

“Van Isle” Violet: The Island’s 
own Weather Prognosticator. 
 Violet has successfully hibernated 
straight through every one of her four 
Groundhog Days to date. Lester says they 
have chosen to interpret this as a sign of 
early spring, something which Vancouver 
Island is known for. 

Hollis: Our top Mountain Mama
 While Hollis still lives on Mount Wash-
ington, many of her pups have been 
relocated into Strathcona Provincial Park, 
where they have played an important in 
re-introducing this species to some of the 
wilderness space that it historically inhab-
ited. “Hollis has been a fantastic mom, and 
I always hope to see her with pups in the 
summer,” notes Lester.

Photo: Mike Lester

Marmot pups don’t get names until 
they turn a year old.

Nicola
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 ”Similarly, people coming to recreate 
at the Resort during the summer are 
actually helping the marmots by scaring 
away predators that might otherwise 
predate on them,” says Taylor. 
 So long as visitors are respectful of the 
marmots, people and marmots can be a 
good fit. “Obviously there are places that 
we don’t want marmots. Anywhere near 
roads, the Village, or Lodges for instance, 
where cars and dogs might pose hazards. 
If you see a marmot, please let us know as 
soon as possible.”
 You are not likely to see a marmot 
during the winter however. From Novem-
ber to May, the marmots are in hiberna-
tion, dug down in burrows dug two me-
ters or more into the soil and insulated by 
snow. But during the summer, visitors can 
see marmots on the ski slopes. Look for 
the house cat sized animals on rocks, logs, 
and stumps - anywhere they can get a good 
view of their surroundings.
 If do you see a marmot, please do not 
get too close. If the marmot stands up, it 
is alert to perceived danger, and it is best 
to take a few steps back. If the marmot 
does run into a burrow, just leave the area 
quietly so it can resume feeding as soon as 
possible.
 Regardless, the Marmot Recovery Foun-
dation is always interested in hearing 
reports of marmots, and pictures 
are encouraged. 

Send your sightings to info@marmots.org 
or call 250 390-0006.

When you join the Adopt-a-Marmot Club, you help protect the endangered 
Vancouver Island marmot every day of the year. Pre-arranged monthly gifts 
are a convenient way to help save this beautiful and special creature from 
extinction. Your gift supports the field research and captive-breeding that’s 
so critical to marmot survival. For instance, your contribution will help fund ear-
tagging of wild marmots, which is the only way in which we can identify and 
track individual marmots and the success of recovery efforts in future years.

When you Adopt-a-Marmot you’ll receive: 
• Your personalized Marmot Adoption Certificate 

• Your full-color poster of a Vancouver Island Marmot 

• Your official recovery project newsletter (The Marmoteer) 

• Your special year-end report about individual marmots

For more info go to www.marmots.org/adopt.htm

ADOPT A MARMOT!

The Vancouver 
Island Marmot 
(Marmota vancouverensis) is one of the 
largest members of the squirrel family 
(about the size of a large house cat). 
Other members of the Sciuridae family 
include chipmunks, squirrels and wood-
chucks.
 Vancouver Island marmots are easy to 
recognize by their rich chocolate brown 
fur with contrasting white patches on their 
nose, chin, forehead and chest.
 HABITAT Vancouver Island marmots 
live neither in the forest nor on the rocky 
mountaintops. They live in small patches of 
south and west-facing sub-alpine and alpine 
meadows (usually above 1000 meters), 
where occasional winter avalanches and 
snow creep prevent trees from taking root. 
These meadows are the first to become 
clear of snow and produce the early grasses 
and sedges the marmots rely upon when 
they emerge from hibernation.
 There they find the forage they need, 
deep soil for digging (hibernation burrows 
need to be deep enough to reach below 
the frost line) and large boulders to pro-
vide convenient lookout spots to watch 
for predators. Boulders also help marmots 
regulate their internal body temperature; 
you will often see them stretched out on 
them in the early mornings and evenings, 
and are a predictable and necessary feature 

Photo: Jared HobbsPhoto: Mike Lester

Photo: Mike Lester

Macallan:  The Journeyman  
 Clearly, Macallan belongs at Mount 
Washington. At a year old, he was relocated 
to the Albert Edward colony in Strathcona, 
but shortly after he disappeared. While 
Foundation staff feared he had perished, it 
turns out he had been making a long jour-
ney back home. “It’s a pretty incredible 
journey he made,” says Taylor, “the region 
is a wilderness of peaks, valleys, lakes, and 
forest. He clearly wants to be here, and we 
won’t try moving him again.”

Arwen: 
 Born at the Calgary Zoo, Arwen was 
released to Mount Washington in 2017. 
Since then, she has become a fixture of the 
Hill’s slopes, often hanging about on rocks 
and berms a safe distance from observers.  
 “Arwen is one of the more regular mar-
mots we see,” explains Lester, “she likes to 
keep an eye on us I think; to make sure 
we’re not up to anything too shifty.”
 These are just a few of the approximately 
40 marmots that live at Mount Washington 
Alpine Resort. While adorable and chock 
full of personality, they are also playing a 
critical role in recovery of their species.  
 “Marmots thrive at Mount Washington. 
The partnership we have with the Resort 
and the people that live and work here 
continues be hugely important to this 
species’ recovery. For instance, the marmot 
friendly plants the slopes have been seeded 
with have helped ensure there is plenty of 
food for the marmots. 

of marmot habitat.
 Underground burrows provide shelter 
from the elements and protection from 
predators. Typically 30-45 cms across, 
burrows range in size and purpose. Small, 
simple burrows may be used for a quick 
escape from a predator and larger more 
complex burrows are used for hiberna-
tion and birthing and may have numerous 
passages and exits. One excavated hiber-
nation burrow measured five meters in 
length with the sleeping chamber located 
one meter underground.

Hollis

Hollis’ Pups
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Footings were installed for the Zip Tours in the summer of 2018 
in preparation for opening in the summer of 2019.

The Bike Park has had shared groups using the trails, Mount Washington has now separated them into 

three or four distinct lines that come to the lodge, then four lines going off the top of the mountain.

Exciting Times for 
Mount Washington

Continued from page 3.

 Summer will be equally as exciting in 

2019. Prentice has experience with all-

season resorts with the Fairmont and 

Mount Washington will definitely be 

upping its game with its summer season, 

he said.

The Resort announced in October 
that it is spending $3.5 million to 
build a multi-stage ZipTour that will 
open for summer 2019. 

 This is the largest single capital invest-

ment into summer operations in the 

Resort’s history.

 The longest on Vancouver Island, the 

2.3 kilometre, four-part attraction will add 

the thrill of a 415-metre vertical descent. 

Guests will be able to explore the moun-

tain from top to bottom in less than two 

hours.

 “It’s been very well received. People are 

excited,” Prentice said. “We walked the 

line the other day visualizing where each 

line will go. It’s going to be pretty incred-

ible.”

 “We are advancing towards our goal of 

becoming a true year-round destination 

Resort,” Prentice said. “The re-emergence 

of the Bike Park in 2016 was the first step 

in that regard,” Prentice said of the move 

toward an all-season Resort. “Being able to 

grow that product, the scenic chair rides 

and hiking…this will put us on the map.

 “From a summer perspective we’re 
expecting 6,000 to 10,000 addition-
al visitors to the Resort.”
 While there are numerous places for 

these people to stay, feeding them can be a 

challenge - especially for the people want-

ing the Mile High chairlift experience.  

 There are no food services at the top of 

the mountain, not even a kiosk to 

purchase a bottle of water. Prentice 

acknowledges that the Resort needs to 

think of an alternative for providing food 

and beverage service up there.

 “There’s no water, sewer, power up there 

so there’s a lot of challenges. We’re going to 

look at different ways we can maybe pro-

vide services up there.”

 Since the zipline will start at the top of 

the Eagle Chair, they will look at options 

for that location. “We’ve just started 

talking about it. 

 “Ultimately our goal from an own-
ership perspective is to get some sort 
of food and beverage established at 
the top of the mountain.”

 The zip tours will be a large part of 

summer expansion, but there were already 

other smaller changes afoot.

 The courtyard in front of the Alpine 

Lodge was set up as a patio-slash-food 

and beverage courtyard in the sum-

mer, complete with a large tent, barbecue 

and an area where mountain bikers could 

watch their gear as they have a beer. Ted’s 

Bar and Grill was closed but the Eagle 

View Bistro was open. 

 Every weekend featured different live 

entertainment, and the Resort hopes to 

continue with three nights a week for 

winter après ski.

 Prentice is hoping for a fire pit this 

winter and chairs gathered around for late 

afternoon relaxation. And one day, it’s still 

a goal to be able to expand the deck off the 

west side of the building.

 The hospitality business overall is simi-

lar no matter if it’s at the ocean’s edge or in 

the alpine beauty of Mount Washington: it 

has the same challenges and achievements, 

just on different scales, he said.

 For example, Mount Washington has 

more than 800 employees through the 

winter season, many who are part-time or 

casual. It’s a lot of staff to try and find.  

 Challenges include snow school and the 

kitchen - cook staff can be difficult to find.

“These things aren’t unique to us. What is 

unique is the volume of people we are 

hiring. We do this without any staff 

accommodation. That’s one of the real 

differences between my past at Fairmont 

and Panorama. Here it’s a real challenge,” 

Prentice said.

 “Lack of employee housing is one of 

our greater challenges when it comes to 

hiring people. It’s something I’m focused 

on. Long term, it’s one of those necessary 

evils—places like Go2HR.ca are telling us 

it’s getting harder and harder.”

 With more people up here, new 
product, new owners and more traf-
fic, Prentice said it’s the most excit-
ing time to join Mount Washington 
Alpine Resort.

 “Being able to come in and enhance and 

continue to develop what they’ve already 

started…the people that you work with 

really make or break your enjoyment in 

what you do and I couldn’t feel more 

welcomed and made a part of the team in 

such a short period of time. I’ve really 

enjoyed it. 
“Collectively, I believe we have the 
ability to take Mount Washington to 
the next level in its evolution as a 
premier B.C. Resort Destination.”

Photo courtesy Mount Washington Photo: Cade Stewart

Photo: Neil Havers

Mount Washington added two new Snow 
Cats to the fleet for this winter.

 Todd Standing took the B.C. Provincial 

Government to court last summer because 

he said the Province damaged his credibil-

ity in not acknowledging that sasquatch is 

real.

 He said the province has failed to protect 

the sasquatch, and infringed on his Char-

ter rights by not acknowledging his claims 

that he has seen the hominoid.

 Standing wanted a provincial biologist 

to accompany him on one of his sasquatch 

expeditions. Biologists have long denied 

the science that colleagues such as the late 

John Bindernagel have collected in the 

past few decades that sasquatch exists.

 Standing said he has seen sasquatch. He 

leads week-long sasquatch expeditions, 

accepting only 12 participants a year, and 

charges US$4,800 each.

 Justice Kenneth Ball took 17 days to 

deliver his ruling - which essentially said 

a court is not the right place to decide 

“alleged scientific facts which are not 

universally accepted as true.”

 Ball also stated there was no infringe-

ment on Standing’s rights, so there was no 

claim.

 Standing told CTV that he plans to 
file similar lawsuits in Alberta and 
Washington State, where he says sas-
quatch has also been spotted. 

 If there is one good thing to come out of 

the court case it is this: it got a legitimate 

court of law to seriously consider whether 

sasquatch is, in fact, real.

Is Sasquatch Real?
A British Columbia tracker and documentarian took
the Provincial Government to court to prove that it is.
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Buying a Condo or Chalet on
Mount Washington?
Buying a Condo or Chalet on
Mount Washington?

island building
inspections

Providing 25 years of experienced building inspections on Mount Washington.

• Unbiased Analysis
• Client Participation Encouraged
• On Site Report Review
• Strata Building Reviews
• Maintenance and Repair Recommendations
• Prompt Service and Flexible Hours
• WETT Certified                                            

Calvin Lindsay • BC License #47911 and Talaya Cunningham • BC License #75656                                             

1-800-667-0150 or 250-339-5399
www.islandbuildinginspections.com
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• Real Estate 
  & Property 
  Development 
• Corporate Law
• Commercial Law  
• Civil Litigation
•  Wills & Estates 
• Divorce & Family Law   
• ICBC & Personal Injury

Your legal experts o�ering extensive experience with 
Mount Washington property transfers for over 30 years.

250-334-2416
www.ivesburgerlaw.com
info@ivesburgerlaw.com  •  Fax: 250-334-3198

505-5th Street, Courtenay, BC  (Corner of 5th & Fitzgerald)     

Paul R. Ives • Mark Burger • Hans H. Urdahl • Katherine Tinmouth

I N F O R M A T I O N  C U R R E N T  A S  O F  N O V E M B E R  2 0 ,  2 0 1 8

A Sweet Suite! 
Corner one bedroom suite in Ptarmigan 
Ridge with SW views into Strathcona Park. 
The apartment is very well maintained and 
has been rarely rented and it shows! Neat as 
a pin!                                        $122,500

 Spectacular!
Watch the skiers take their ski runs from 
this 3 bedroom suite. Ski in and out and 
drive underground. This is a great suite, 
tastefully furnished at a great price. Price 
includes freehold conversion.
                                                                                $272,500

Features Include:
• Slopeside Location 

• Fully Furnished, 6 appliances  

• Rainscreen Technology

• Live-in Caretaker 

• Underbuilding Parking

• Common Hot Tub

• 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom, some w/Lock-offs 

113 2 Bdrm Lockoff - Southern view $239,900 

209 2 Bdrm Lockoff - Slopeside $284,900
 FREEHOLD

210 2 Bdrm Lockoff  $299,900 
 Exquisitely furnished FREEHOLD

414 Top Floor Penthouse $289,900  
 2 Bdrm Lockoff  - Strathcona Park view   

Features Include:
• Swimming Pool

• Sauna and Hot Tub 

• Underground Parking 

• Convenient Location to Amenities 

• Mountain / Strathcona Park Views

109 4 Bedroom FREEHOLD $299,900
 Strathcona Park view
301 3 Bedroom Corner $249,900

306 3 Bedroom FREEHOLD $257,500

Features Include:
• Slopeside Location  • Hot Tub  

• Fully Furnished      • Caretaker  

• Front Desk Service

202 2 Bedroom Lockoff FREEHOLD    $239,900

415 1 Bedroom - Top Floor  $209,900
 FREEHOLD 

RENTALS & PRIVATE PROPERTIES
"We care for your property like it's our own."

Bookings�|�Maintenance�|�Housekeeping

(250) 871-8807�
www.conagetaways.com/for-owners

LOTS FOR SALE!
Building Sites Available.

715 Glacier View Circle  $149,900

Lot 8, Nordic Road  $199,900

Lot 12, Nordic Road  $149,900
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495 Arrowsmith Ridge  $75,000

600 Arrowsmith Ridge  $85,000

650 Arrowsmith Ridge  $75,000

690 Arrowsmith Ridge  $72,500

700 Arrowsmith Ridge  $94,500

879 Cruikshank Ridge $85,000

890 Cruikshank Ridge  $85,000

919 Cruikshank Ridge  $117,900

Gourmet Kitchen!
West Coast designer townhome located 
close to the Alpine Lodge of Mount 
Washington. Offering 3 bedrooms, two 
bath-rooms and sauna. Vaulted ceilings 
in the living room and gourmet kitchen 
with appliances. Ample storage and easy 
access round out this great package. Mount 
Washington offers incredible snow, and 
affordable real estate prices.   $189,900

LOTS FOR SALE! 
Building Sites Available.

Carefree Condo Living!
2 bedroom suite located in the heart of the 
village with easy ski out access and close 
to parking. Suite is clean and tidy and 
shows well. Building is well maintained 
with newer roof and newer siding. Nice 
open floor plan and with updates. Suite is 
a cooperative unit in a Freehold building. 
Condo fees are approx. $350 per month 
and include property taxes.      $165,000

Corner Suite Sunsets!
Mountainside Lodge at Mount Washing-
ton, 2 bedroom freehold lock -off suite on 
the third floor with views into Strathcona 
Park. Corner suite offers privacy and sunset 
views. Easy access to slopes in winter and 
Strathcona Park in summer. Suite comes 
furnished, ready to go and is Freehold!         

$224,900

Never Rented!
Tucked in a quiet part of the village but 
close to skiing and parking with easy access. 
Over 2000 square feet with 3 bedrooms and 
open living, dining and kitchen areas that 
features a propane fireplace and vaulted 
ceilings. Fully equipped including furnish-
ings. Current owners have never rented.         
                                                   $234,900

D i s c o v e r y  D r e a m  H o m e s . c o m

D i s c o v e r  t h e  E n d l e s s
P o s s i b i l i t i e s . . .

1.877.823.5639

dmauro@discoverydreamhomes.com

Danny Mauro

Custom built chalet
on Mount Washington...

The possibilities are endless!

With a secured
Mount Washington
Village Lot have
a chalet built the
way YOU want it!
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Contact Rick Gibson for pricing and info.
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MOUNT WASHINGTON PROPERTIES FOR SALE
CHALETS • CONDOMINIUMS • TOWNHOUSES • BUILDING LOTS

Call ‘The Roost’ Home!
 
Primary residence with excellent rental 
possibilities. The chalet is built of 
concrete blocks from ground to roof, 
with brick columns and fireplace/
chimney, and extensive use of cedar 
on interior and exterior walls. The 
Roost looks south over the village 
towards Strathcona Park. Looking 
north you have views of the ski runs. 
This is the spot for glorious sunsets, 
either snug in the front of a blazing 
fire, or on the balcony in the summer. 
The top floor has an extremely well 
equipped kitchen, including its own 
laundry. There are two queen 
bedrooms and a loft with two twin 
beds. The main floor has two queen 
bedrooms and a hide-a-bed in the 

Park Place Palace!
Ski in and Out! Freehold townhome! 
Located directly across from loading area of 
the Hawk Chairlift is Parkview Place. This 
4 bedroom mountain home offers easy 
access to Mount Washington and Strathco-
na Park. Built to exacting standards w/same 
builder as Raven Lodge, this is a must see on 
your list. 4 bedrooms, double garage, sauna, 
propane fireplace and very spacious main 
living area.                                               $434,900

One Owner Charmer!
Tucked in the trees with SW expo-
sure, come home to this 5 bedroom 
freehold mountain home. Less than 
50 meters from parking and ski 
in and out means the best of both 
worlds! The charm of the original Al-
pine Village makes this location sec-
ond to none. This one owner home is 
lovingly maintained and was architec-
turally designed when built in 1983. 
The living areas have vaulted ceilings 
and the focus of the living room is an 
expansive river rock fireplace. Open 
gourmet kitchen with ample counter 
space for all to assist the chef. Down-

Perched on a Knoll!
This Alpine Village chalet is perfectly set up 
for a large family or those wanting a great 
rental property. Easy access to parking, ski 
in and out. Three distinct living areas; a 
lower 2 bedroom sunny owner’s suite, main 
floor 5 bedroom suite with huge entertain-
ment friendly kitchen and living area and an 
upper bachelor suite. Meticulously main-
tained with new hardiplank siding on the 
exterior. Loads of storage, well thought out 
design. Wood fireplace in the upper main 
suite and electric fireplace in the owners suite.                                                 
                                                         $649,900

WOW Views!
Wow views of the ski area from the living 
room of this mountain home. The very well 
cared for home offers 4 bedrooms and lots 
of space to lounge and enjoy. Great open 
kitchen area with great entry area. The 
second floor offers a 5 piece bathroom and 
a large sauna. The top floor offers two more 
bedrooms and a loft area. Sale is by way of 
a 50% interest in the whole. The strata lot is 
freehold.                                    $375,000

INFORMATION CURRENT AS OF NOVEMBER 20, 2018

Come Home to
the Marmot House!
Custom built Freehold mountain home with 
sweeping sunset views into Strathcona Park. 
Lived in full time by its owners this has all 
the extras you would expect in a custom built 
home. Almost 4,000 square feet this three 
bedroom home has everything from concrete 
wall construction, heated drive way, gourmet 
kitchen, in floor heat, lots and lots of storage 
and a view that goes on forever. Two decks plus 
an outdoor patio. If you are seeking an exclu-
sive family retreat on Mount Washington come 
home to the Marmot Home.                $849,900

2700 Sq. Ft. of Luxury!
Never before has a Freehold home of this 
style and quality been available on the mar-
ket. Over 2,700 square feet with 6 bedrooms 
and 4 bath-rooms. No expense has been spared 
from the silestone quartz kitchen, hardwood 
floors, solid cedar beams, log styled exterior to 
the open hearth style gas fireplace. All rooms 
are open and spacious. Fosters Place is Mount 
Washington’s only drive-in, ski-out location. 
                                                        $799,900

living room. Has excellent views and added luxury of a 
sauna, particularly welcoming after a hard day on the 
slopes! The washer and dryer are down the stairs on the 
ground floor as well as firewood for the fireplace. The 
ground level studio has a bunk bed and a new double 
futon. Sale includes domain name theroost.ca. Net rental 
income 2017: $26,000                                      $649,900 

stairs is a wood room, laundry, workshop and two 
bedrooms. The other three bedrooms are on the main 
and upper floors. Two entry areas, one on the main 
floor and one on the lower floor.                 $594,900

“I know the Comox Valley Real Estate market 
  as well as I know Mount Washington’s.” 

If you are considering buying or selling a home in the 
Comox Valley I have the experience you need to help 
you with your Real Estate needs. 

“I am never to busy to help you.”

Rick Gibson, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  

Since 1989  



$135*

Extended Cab starting at $22,610 or the Crew Cab starting at $28,215. Available in Gas or Diesel
2019 GMC Canyon or the 2019 Chevrolet Colorado

Chevrolet Colorado
as shown: $48,155

plus freight
PDI and Taxes

Cruise to the Alpine in Style!Cruise to the Alpine in Style!

g ,
GMC Canyon

as shown: $47,620
plus freight

PDI and Taxes

GMC Terrain
as shown:

$43,798
plus freight

PDI and Taxes

Chevrolet Equinox
as shown: $42,420

plus freight
PDI and Taxes

G

PD

uinox
2,420
reight
Taxes

BRIAN

McLEAN DL8379

CHEVROLET  •  BUICK  •  GMC

STUDENT
BONUS

MOBILITY
PROGRAM

Up to $500 OFF almost any new vehicle.

Up to $750 OFF your next vehicle.

Up to $1000 towards the cost of
adapting an eligible new GM Vehicle.

Locally Owned and Family Operated Since 1987

brianmclean.ca  250-334-2425
2145 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, BC

2019 GMC Terrain or the 2019 Equinox  starting at $24,995
Available in Gas or Diesel

Chevr
as show

P

Available

b starting at $28,215. Available in Gas or D
Chevro
as sho

P

Equinox starting at $24 995

Prices do not include GST/PST. Errors and omissions exempt. Vehicles may not be exactly as shown. Diesel not available on any base models. Dealer reserves the right to end promotions without notice.  See dealer for full details.


