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Mt.Washington’s
new ‘Raven Lodge’
ready for the
2001/02  Winter 
Ski Season 

The new Nordic Lodge has been
christened Raven Lodge, and will be
open and operational for the 2001/02
winter season, says Mt. Washington
General Manager Peter Gibson.
“We named it after a bird that’s very
visible in this area, both in vision and
sound. And we just thought it was an
applicable name,” Gibson said.

Construction workers have been up
the mountain since the snow melted in
the lower reaches, working on the
Lodge. The plumbing has gone in and
the downstairs slab has been poured
for the floor.

The downstairs floor will hold wash-
rooms, a laundry, lockers, the first aid
department and all the rentals. The
upstairs has an incredible view as one
walks in; the interior will be complet-
ed with hemlock and special lighting
will accentuate the skylight in the cen-
tre of the ceiling. Flooring will be car-
peting, and the walls will be finished in
a combination of natural wood and
drywall.

The landings will be covered in a
rubberized material identical to the
main lodge. The exterior will be board
and batten, done in red cedar. All the
exposed concrete will be finished in a
smooth, light-colored slate material.

“We’ll bring some of the stonework
inside. The fireplace will be finished
with the same material, and will have
some kind of raven theme.”

Crews have cleared two areas for
parking lots – a small one beside the
Lodge and a larger one across the road,
where the biathlon cabin and range

used to be located.
All this activity for the resort’s cross-

country operations is unique in the ski
industry, says Gibson. “Very few ski
areas are putting money into their
cross-country areas. Most resorts say
they have cross-country, but they don’t
really give it the investment that’s
needed,” he said.

“Everything is on time;
we seem to be on sched-
ule. We hope that for our
Thanksgiving event for
homeowners, we’d like to
host it in the new lodge,”
Gibson said.

The Lodge project will also be on
budget, he added. “We have a bottle of
champagne riding on it.”

Cinnamon buns are back!

Heili’s legendary cinnamon buns will
not disappear when Mt. Washington’s
nordic operations move to Raven
Lodge.                     continued on page 15

New Look for
Realty World
Coast Country
and Rick Gibson!

On June 29, 2001 two major
changes took place in the Comox
Valley.  The offices of Realty World
Coast Country and Realty Executives
merged forces into the largest Royal
Lepage office on Vancouver Island.
The combined team of over 50 realtors
represent more than 50% of all the
realtors in the Comox Valley. The new

company, called Royal
LePage In the Comox Valley
has 4 offices located
throughout the Comox
Valley. 

Royal Lepage is an
extremely well respected
and recognized name in the
real estate industry with
more than 450 offices and
8400 realtors across
Canada.  

It all started in 1913, with
a man named Albert Edward

LePage, a Canadian. His vision is still
followed today with a belief that a real
estate company should represent

continued on page 15

Realty World, Coast Country Realty sports a
new name and a a new roster of realtors,
increasing their sales team dramatically.

Rick Gibson was so excited about the “new
look” he decided to finally update his photo.

(It’s not a picture of Rick and his uncle)

Then & Now
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WestJet’s popularity has
taken the Comox Valley, and
Mt.Washington by storm,
ever since the no-frills airline
started direct service between
Comox and Calgary in
March.

Flights started arriving daily in early
June, and will continue until
September. At that time, the airline will
re-evaluate whether to continue with
daily service, or go back to five days a
week.

“We’re elated, needless to say,”
Comox Municipal Airport manager
Chuck Fast said. The airport has dou-
bled in size since August, as Fast and
the Comox Valley Airport Commission
struggle to keep ahead of the ever-
expanding air service. Kelowna’s
Accuratus Engineering and Comox’s
Thomas Dishlevoy Architects are
designing a new terminal and discus-
sions continue to relocate the terminal
to another part of the military air base
at CFB Comox.

Fast added that he couldn’t have

predicted WestJet’s popularity and the
business it has brought to the airport
and the community at large. In the first
month of operation the air carrier saw
4,200 people take flights with them.
The next month they carried 4,800
passengers.

“With 70-80 passengers per plane
WestJet is happy. Their average is over
100 here, so they’re really happy,” Fast
said.

Siobhan Vinish, Director of Public
Relations and Communications for
WestJet in Calgary, agreed that the
fledgling route has been a success.
“We’re very, very pleased with the
load factor percentage on that route,”
she said.

“Our average load factor for our net-
work is 75 per cent and Comox certainly
is within the average. It’s strong for us.”

There are now eight flights between
Comox and Calgary every week, until
September 25. “We’ll re-evaluate from
there,” Vinish said, adding that the
route has been a benefit to travelers
going both ways.

continued on page 15

Mt.Washington has developed a
biking trail map in time for the 2001
summer season. Some 20 trails have
been color-coded and overlaid on a
map of the mountain, making it easier
for increasing numbers of mountain
bikers to get around.

“It’s a huge growth area,” Director of
Resort Services Don Sharpe said.
“We’ve committed to building a great
deal of trails this year. A lot of it is
weather dependent (as of June 20,
there were still five feet of snow at the
top of the hill).”

Sharpe said hikers will be discour-
aged from walking the bike trails, for
safety reasons. “We have other trails
for that. There are points where (the
trails) cross, and people will just have
to respect each other.”

The mountain hosted an Eco-West
Adventure Race on June 30, which
involved biking, hiking and kayaking
55 kilometres of alpine terrain. The
August long weekend features
Adrenalin Fest – a weekend of bike
clinics, learning how to fix bikes and
build trails. There will also be a con-
cert and a race.

“We’re trying to get a sanctioned
race for September,” Sharpe said.
Sharpe said the mountain bike trails
have been marked with an environ-
mental consciousness. “We’re very
careful not to go into delicate, sensitive
areas. If we didn’t create trails, (bikers)
would create them on their own,”
damaging the ecological balance, he
said.

There are two main single track
trails with several branches, offering a
variety of routes down – and a view
from around every corner.
Intermediate trails start at the base of
the Eagle Express chairlift.

The Eagle Express is capable of car-
rying mountain bikes up to the summit,
so riders can traverse their way back to
the lodge. For the first time, Mt.
Washington is offering a mountain bik-
ers’ season pass for $120. “It pays for
itself after eight times on the chairlift,”
Sharpe said.

People with winter season’s passes
can upgrade to the mountain bike pass
for roughly $56. A day pass for rider
and bike is $14.95.

The bike trail maps are available on
the hill. Sharpe said he would eventu-
ally like to expand it to a full-blown
site map, but that’s a project for next
year.

New Bike Trail Maps ready
for the 2001 summer season

Mt.Washington’s expansive Bike Trail System is
clearly outlined for riders on the new Trail Map.

Westjet goes head-to-head with the
competition in the Comox Valley.

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  i s  S u b a r u  C o u n t r y

SAUNDERS SUBARU

The new Impreza WRX® has aluminum in the hood, in the engine, 
even in the pedals. Why? To make it lighter, gaster and more
nimble like the Rally car that inspired it. And it wouldn’t be a
Subaru without a rally-proven All-Wheel Drive system.

Finally we dropped in a turbocharges, intercooled 227 horse-
power engine. After all, if you have an aluminum hood, you 
ought to have something nice underneath.

VICTORIA 1-888-898-9911
1784 Island Highway, Victoria  Visit us at www.subaru.ca

IT COMES WITH AN ALUMINUM HOOD. IF YOU KNOW WHY,
THIS IS THE CAR FOR YOU.

Dealer #59
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New Lift Lines Cut
While work continues on

Raven Lodge, plans are going
ahead to replace the Red
Chairlift. Resort staff has cut a
line of sight from the base to
the proposed unloading area,
which is where the Raven run
spins off the Westerly.

“We’ve cut the line and had it sur-
veyed. We’re now getting quotes from
three different lift manufacturers,”
Gibson said. There is an ongoing
debate among Resort staff whether the
new lift should be a quad or a “six-
pack” – a six-seater.

A new run has been marked, too;
and the new unloading area will mean
skiers and boarders can make better

use of the old red chair run.
All this is very much up in the air,

Gibson said. No date has been set for
the new lift, but “we’d like to see this
lift up and running as soon as possible.

“What the new red will do … right
now we have a major congestion with
Freeway coming down and crossing
runs. With the new red, Freeway will
be eliminated.” The new red will also

give skiers better access to Powderface
and the Glades. And for the novice and
intermediate skier, it will open up a lot
more lower-end terrain, higher up.

“And the higher up you go, the bet-
ter the snow.”



Patio DiningKids & Seasonal Menus
Happy Hour 2-4pm

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

DINNER

250-6TH STREET, COURTENAY  338-9838
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¥ GLOBAL CUISINE ¥

YAMATO
JAPANESE RESTAURANT

DINE IN • TAKE OUT • SUSHI • HOT & COLD ENTREES 
FULLY LICENSED • LUNCH - WED. THURS. FRI. 

CLOSED SUNDAYS FOR THE SUMMER

RESERVATIONS  (250) 334-2025
FAX: (250) 338-4790     597 CLIFFE AVE., COURTENAY, BC

Ltd.

Fine Cuisine
Steaks - Seafood - Schnitzel
Fully Licensed Dining Room

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

PH: 338-6031
8 -625 CLIFFE AVENUE

COURTENAY, BC

WE MAKE EVERY OCCASION SPECIAL

Voted #6 Restaurant in Beautiful British
Columbia Magazine Readers Poll

Open daily - Lunch & Dinner

338-5406 1760 Riverside Lane
Reservations not required (but appreciated)

Superb Sushi!
Using only the freshest
catch available, Sushi
Chef, Tim Freeman cre-
ates low-fat, healthy and
delicious meals to order 
in a fun, friendly atmos-
phere.

250-897-0121
#10-2720 Cliffe Ave., Courtenay

Here’s a sampling of the delicious
diversity of shopping, eating, brows-
ing and playing in downtown
Courtenay and beyond!

Tita’s, Courtenay’s hot Mexican restaurant, is dis-
tinctive in its location: a bright yellow house on Sixth
Street. With a warm and friendly atmosphere, Tita’s
specializes in fresh, authentic Mexican cuisine, featur-
ing local produce and seafood as well as incredible
fresh fruit margaritas.

Atlas Café is a global experience with a world of
choices. Atlas serves fresh and innovative cuisine for
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Diners will appreciate the
warm and inviting vibe and beautiful summer patio,
featuring fresh desserts, espressos, juices, kids’ menu
and nightly specials. Atlas Café is licenced, non-smok-
ing and closed Mondays.

Yamato is the only place in the Comox Valley you
can enjoy traditional Japanese food. The fully licenced
eatery has a wide menu selection including sushi,
teriyaki and tempura. Open for lunch, dinner and
take-out.

Tulio’s Casita offers fine dining with a busy, eclectic
décor and a Mediterranean flavor. Family owned and
operated, Tulio’s has been serving the Comox Valley
for almost 27 years. Stop in and enjoy their specialties:
steak, seafood, schnitzel and lamb. Ask for your hosts,
Peter and Teresa.

Escape to a simpler time and unparalleled ambience
at the Old House Restaurant, beside the 17th St.
Bridge. With four stone fireplaces, rough-hewn tim-
bers and breathtaking gardens on two riverfront acres,
the Old House was voted the sixth best restaurant in
B.C. The restaurant features hearty, homemade West
Coast cuisine seven days a week.

Orbitz Pizza is a groovy little eatery featuring gour-
met pizzas, pastas, salads, organic coffee, homemade
soups and sweets. Orbitz is licenced, but kid-friendly.

Eat-in, take-out, delivery service available.
Orbitz is open Monday to Saturday for lunch
and dinner (until 9:30 p.m. on weekends).
The Rockfish Sushi Bar is conveniently located
on Cliffe Avenue across from Driftwood Mall.
Visitors can dine in, take out or have Rockfish’s
great food delivered to your door - whether
you’re in town or up the mountain!

Downtown Courtenay is set below the gaze of
the Comox Glacier, and nestled above the
Puntledge River. This vibrant downtown is alive
with bright banners, lush, west coast greenery
and hanging baskets, benches for people watch-
ing and a glittering white light theme to set the
mood for an evening stroll. With unique, upscale
shopping, eclectic bistros, cosy coffee houses,
and more, Downtown Courtenay is the “must
explore” heart of the Comox Valley. Check out
the dinosaurs in the Courtenay Museum, incred-
ible galleries, a wide array of professional serv-
ices, a renovated civic theatre, new library and
riverside parks.

Lucky visitors may stumble upon one of many
downtown events throughout the summer.
Market Day is a vibrant street market held at the
end of July, full of fantastic sales, entertainment
and more. The wonderfully rich agricultural
product of the area is evident at the weekly
Comox Valley Farmer’s Market, held at Fourth
St. and Duncan Ave. each Wednesday from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m. Here, visitors may taste fresh
baked goods, pick up delectable fruit and veg-
gies, buy local meats for the barbecue and more.

The Comox Valley Art Gallery offers a juried
selection of high-quality, original design works
showcasing the best of local and regional crafts.
Whether for earrings, artwork, teapots or glass-
ware, “CVAG” invites you to browse.

Discover the ultimate in relaxed comfort
at Penny Time. This outlet of fashion features
“wash and wear’ suedes, linens, hand-woven

Rain, Snow or Shine...
there’s always something to do 

in Downtown Courtenay!

Wood, glass, silver, 
pottery & more!

G A L L E R Y  S H O P

367 FOURTH STREET
DOWNTOWN COURTENAY

TEL: 250-338-6211

Shop & DineShop & Dine IN 
TH

E



Get whisked away in a Gazelle Helicopter
for a sightseeing experience you will never
forget. Have an eagle’s view of the beautiful
Comox Valley and the Comox Glacier.
Flights leave from 
the Courtenay
Airpark. 

Arrangements 
can be made for pick-ups 
on Mt.Washington.

Reserve today for groups of 2-4! 250-703-0234

with the best
in comfortable, 
quality clothing.

Conveniently located 
in dowtown Courtenay.

442-D Duncan Ave., Courtenay   Tel: 250-334-2447

A Unique Boutique... 

A P P L I A N C E  S T O R E
For all your appliance needs... featuring

‘Stainless Steel’, ultra-quiet Dishwashers, 
Next Generation Refrigerators and the popular
energy saving Frigidaire Tumble Care Washers.

434 Fifth Street, Courtenay  
Toll Free: 1-888-301-2211 or 250-338-8114

FOR ALL YOUR 
FINANCIAL NEEDS
• Courtenay 250-703-4800
• Comox 250-890-1100
• Campbell

River 250-286-4350

rayons, “Tommy Bahama” silks and much more. Make
time for Penny Tyme - your first stop for affordable, qual-
ity, timeless lifestyle fashions.

McConochie’s Furniture and Appliances has been serv-
ing the Comox Valley for 38 years. McConochie’s is
locally owned and offers a friendly atmosphere. The
store specializes in Frigidaire appliances, Simmons and
Sealy mattresses, La-Z-Boy recliners, Palliser leather and
Canwood pine furniture.

Valhalla Pure Outfitters are the valley’s “mountain
sport” specialists. They feature Valhalla Pure outdoor
clothing, made in B.C. They also carry all the latest out-
door brands in clothing, backpacking, climbing and
travel gear. Valhalla Pure - check them out before your
next alpine adventure!

Merrill Lynch’s top-ranked research capabilities, inno-
vative products and dedication to personalized service
help them guide clients on the best way they can reach
their financial goals.

If you can’t remember the last time you sat down and
reviewed your financial goals, you’re not alone. Jobs,
families and friends can keep us so busy we don’t often
take the time to figure out how to reach our goals and
dreams. Scotiabank’s ican financial plan can help you
take control again. It’s designed to help you review your
financial goals and rank them in order of importance.
Once that’s done, you and a Scotiabank representative
can work toward building a practical, relevant plan that
can bring your goals to life.

Timberland Helicopters, located at the
Courtenay Airpark, offers local sightseeing
flights around the spectacular Comox Valley.
Soar up and around the 6,000-foot Comox
Glacier, complete with its mountain lakes and
waterfalls, followed by panoramic views of
the local coastal islands. Phone (250) 703-
0234 for more information.

Destinations, a job placement agency
sponsored by B.C.’s tourism industry, provides
a service to employers in the tourism, hospi-
tality and retail fields. In its sixth year of oper-
ation, Destinations saves employers time,
energy and money.

Brian McLean Chevrolet Oldsmobile Ltd.,
located on Cliffe Avenue past the Chamber of
Commerce, is committed to serving its cus-
tomers.

The Kingfisher Oceanside Resort & Spa is sit-
uated amidst tall fir trees on a tranquil ocean-
front setting with spectacular views and an
abundance of outdoor recreational activities
within minutes of our door. Every room in our
resort overlooks the shimmering waters of the
Strait of Georgia, the snow-capped Coast
mountains, the nearby Islands, and a variety
of marine wildlife such as eagles, sea lions,
herons and more. 

FINDING the RIGHT STAFF?
DESTINATIONS CAN HELP YOU!

✔ Find Quality Staff ✔ Save Time & Money
✔Access Job Retention Support funds

Ph: 334-9823 211-2270 Cliffe Ave., 
Courtenay, BC

2145 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay  334-2425

WE’RE COMMITTED TO YOU!Comox ValleyComox Valley
No matter where you are in the
Comox Valley the Comox
Glacier is ever present. The
Valley boasts a spectacular
alpine/ocean setting, making it
an excellent destination for a
day’s shopping or a relaxing
dining experience.

KINGFISHER OCEANSIDE RESORT & SPA
(250)338-1323 or Toll Free 1-800-663-7929
Courtenay, B.C.  www.kingfisherspa.com

s pa  e s c a p es pa  e s c a p e

Photos: www.udoimaging.com
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Origins are fairly obvious for some:
Alpine Road leads to the alpine part of
Mt. Washington’s operation, while
Nordic Road leads to the entrance to
Paradise Meadows and cross-country
skiing.

Some of them are named after peaks
in Strathcona Park: Jutland Terrace,
Albert Edward Place, Strata Way (yes,
there’s a peak called Strata – it’s not
named for Strata 799), Castlecrag
Crescent.

Henry Road was named for Mt.
Washington founder Henry Norie, says
Resort General Manager Peter Gibson.
This road was put in around the same
time as the first roads in the Alpine
Village, because it provided parking
for Strata 799. (Ironically, co-founder
Alex Linton was left out of the street
naming. He is, however, immortalized
with Linton’s Loop ski run).

Other street names are more
obscure. For instance, Clinton Wood
Court is named for a pioneer who used

to run packhorses from Forbidden
Plateau to MacKenzie Lake. Wood also
explored the mountains in the early
1900s to find the headwaters of the
Brown’s River in order to assess the
City of Courtenay’s water supply.

One member of the Wood family
was also an original shareholder at Mt.
Washington. The family still owns a
cabin on an island in the middle of
Moat Lake, Gibson said.

Foster’s Place is named for share-
holders and brothers Ted and John
Foster. Ted (the namesake for Fat
Teddy’s Bar and Grill) was part of the
original group that bought the resort.
When George Stuart took over, Ted
purchased more shares. Both brothers
ski at the mountain “and Ted loves
having a pint of beer in his bar – Teddy
size, of course,” Gibson said.

“Gold Trail is called ‘Gold Trail’
because it’s where our sewer line
goes,” he said, smiling.

Gibson said the Mt.Washington

board of directors already has plans for
naming the next couple of streets,
whenever they are built. “One of the
next roads we put in will be named
after one of our longtime employees,
Randy Newton. We committed to his
family that when the next road gets put
in, we’d name it after Randy,” Gibson
said.

Newton was the grooming supervi-
sor at Mt.Washington. He was hired by
Ed Schum three or four years after Mt.
Washington first opened, and died a
few years ago of cancer. Newton had
worked at Mt.Washington for 10 years.

Gibson said the mountain would
also like to honor a husband and wife
ski instructor team “in a similar way”.
Howie and Pat Marshall were both
part-time ski instructors who were
well-liked on the mountain. Pat died of
cancer around the same time as
Newton. Howie, who had been in
remission, died two years later.

Putting a Name to a Place...
Foster’s Place. Clinton Wood Court. Jutland Terrace. Henry Road. 
You may drive them or walk them every day at Mt. Washington. 
But have you ever stopped to think why these streets are named 

the way they are?

Summer activities range from 
the extreme to the relaxed.

Summer 2001
Events & Activities
This year is shaping up to be a

year of growth for Mt. Washington,
as the Resort is set to become a
four-season destination.

“This summer the addition of some
new and exciting events and activities
are important to us,” says Don Sharpe,
Director of Resort Services. “We want
to give those visiting us lots more to do
when they come up.”

The completion of the new Nordic
Lodge (now named Raven Lodge) in
late summer, renovations to the stage
at Fat Teddy’s Bar and Grill, the addi-
tion of a new meeting room for up to
50 people (where the arcade used to
be), the building of a nine-hole Disc
(Frisbee) Golf Course, additional bike
and hiking trails and numerous events
will make Mt. Washington an exciting
place to visit this summer.

The summer season kicked off on
June 23 with daily operation of the
Scenic Chair Ride, aboard the Eagle
Express, and the traditional village
clean-up and homeowners’ barbecue.
Events throughout the summer include
Sunday craft fairs and brunch, art
exhibits, family picnics, horseback rid-
ing, beer and wine festivals, a moun-
tain Luau, full-moon sunset chair rides,
a four-day music festival in August and
more.
“We’re going to put a barbecue at the
top of the mountain from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. on busy days and weekends, so
you can grab something to eat at the
top,” he said. Picnic tables will be
available for the summit snacks.

continued on page 16

Mountain Portraits
Captured Forever!

“It is my desire to create a portrait that in the years 
to come will pull at your heart strings. 

It will become a tribute to the ones you love.”

Jerry Van
By Appointment 338-5666
www.vansportraits.com

2145 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay  250-334-2745
www.brianmcleanchev.gmcanada.com

W E ’ R E  C O M M I T T E D  T O  Y O U !

Drop in and see the 
all new 2002 
Chevy Avalanche!
Great selection 
of used vehicles.

HELP SAVE THE VANCOUVER
ISLAND MARMOT!

Here’s my tax creditable gift of:
❑ $25 ❑ $50  ❑ $100  ❑ $500  ❑ $_________ other
(Cheque must be made to the Marmot Recovery Foundation)

OR
Sign me up! I want to join the Adopt-A-Marmot Club

❑ $120 for one year, or
Per month: ❑ $10 ❑ $15  ❑ $20  ❑ $25
I authorize the Marmot Recovery Foundation to deduct the
above amount from my chequing account monthly.

Signature ________________________________________
AND, I’ve enclosed a blank cheque marked VOID for processing purposes.

GUARANTEE: You can cancel your pledge at any time

Please send my income tax receipt and/or adoption materials to
Your Name ________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City ___________ Prov ___________
Zip _____________  Tel _________

Marmot Recovery Foundation
Box 2332, Station A
Nanaimo, B.C., Canada V9R 6X6 Registered Charity #

88998 0629 RR0001



Trail Host
Volunteers Needed
Due to the volume of people using

the park, it is important for visitors to
understand the need to preserve and
appreciate the area’s natural environ-
ment. The goal of the Volunteer
Program is to provide up-to-date infor-
mation about the park as well as safe
and responsible park use.

With the 2001 summer season upon
us, BC Parks needs volunteers for the
Trail Host Program. While knowledge
of Strathcona Park is an asset it is not
required. An orientation provided by
BC Parks gives volunteers all the infor-
mation needed. The only requirement
by volunteers is the will to represent
their community and assist visitors.
Being a Trail Host consists of greeting
visitors and providing them with infor-
mation about Strathcona Park, more
specifically the Paradise
Meadows/Forbidden Plateau areas.
Volunteers provide information
through walking along the popular day
use trails or greeting people at the tem-
porary information hut (donated by the
Strathcona Nordics). The hut itself is
located at the Paradise Meadows trail-
head. The time commitment through-
out the season is flexible, as the pro-
gram is designed to accommodate all

FORBIDDEN PLATEAU
Strathcona Provincial Park 
FORBIDDEN PLATEAU
Strathcona Provincial Park

2001 MAP & TRAIL GUIDE
volunteers who wish to participate.
Anytime you can contribute from a
couple of hours to a day, weekends or
weekdays, will be appreciated.

In order to participate in the
Volunteer Trail Host Program, interest-
ed individuals or groups should contact:

Andy Smith, BC Parks 
Extension Officer
Tel (250) 337-2405 Fax: 337-5695
E-mail:  Andy.Smith@gems6.gov.bc.ca

Or stop in at the Miracle Beach Park
office at 1812 Miracle Beach Drive,
Black Creek, B.C.  

Rick Gibson Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Cell: 250-334-7503  

Page 7

BC Parks 2001 Map & Trail
Guide courtesy of
Rick Gibson

Above
The raised trail system in Paradise
Meadows allows visitors easy access to
many areas of the park while protect-
ing the fragile environment.

Left
Day hikers enjoying a lunch break 
on Lake Helen MacKenzie. Watch for
the ever-present Whiskey Jack’s who
would like to share your lunch with
you!

The
SEAFOOD SHOP

The
SEAFOOD SHOP

(Fanny Bay Oysters' Retail Store)

Home Made &
Ready To Enjoy!

• Smoked Salmon Paté •
• Mini Seafood Quiches •

• Indian Candy • Antipasto •
• Home Made Chowders

• Smoked Oyster Paté • Sushi •
• Salmon Rolls • Fresh Crab •

• Party Platters • Live Lobster •

     Order Now!
9 am~6 pm daily, 9 am~9pm Friday
 Take Buckley Bay Exit off Hwy. 19 to 
  Petro-Can Denman Ferry Landing

   335-1198
     or 1-250-335-1211
      info@fannybayoysters.com
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PARKS TRAIL

ROUTES

PARK BOUNDARY
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NUMBER IN BOX INDICATES HIKING DISTANCE IN KM. BETWEEN MARKS

CAMPING

RANGER CABIN

P PARKING 

Legend:

CAMPING ALLOWED 
ONLY IN DESIGNATED CAMPSITES

Mount
Regan

Forbidden Plateau Ski Area
(Wood Mountain Provincial Ski Park)

Forbidden Plateau Lodge 
Elev: 720m

Core Area Camping
Regulations
Camp only in designated sites 
within core shaded areas at

Helen Mackenzie, Kwai
& Circlet Lakes
• No mountain bikes or ATV’s
• No campfires allowed 
• Pets must be on a leash 
• Stay off areas closed for

revegetation

In Case of Emergency...
• Contact Park Rangers in the area.

Location of Park Rangers  will be posted
on the notice board at the ranger cabin.

• Phones are located at the Ski Resorts.
• In case of emergency, Phone 911
• To report a forest fire, dial 0 and ask for

1-800-663-5555

Maps and Guidebook
Scale 1:50:000  National Topographic
Series
-92 F/11 Forbidden Plateau
-92 F/12 Buttle Lake
Hiking Trails III Central and Northern
Vancouver Island.

For Further
Information
• See Park Rangers and

Park Operators 
in the area.

• Contact: The
Ministry of
Environment, 

Lands and Parks Strathcona Area
1812 Miracle Beach Drive
Black Creek, B.C. V9J 1K1
Phone (250) 337-2400

Routes
These routes are suitable for 

experienced hikers.  People using
these routes should have map and
compass skills and be prepared for
inclement weather.

From Circlet Lake
Mt. Albert Edward 2093 m
Elevation gain: 935 m  
Distance: 6.5 km
Suggested time to summit:  5 hrs.

Follow signs towards Albert
Edward from Circlet Lake intersec-
tion. Trail climbs steeply for first 3
km.  Once the first ridge has been
reached look for route leading
South and follow for 2 km.  It’s
another 1.5 km to the summit.

Castle Crag 1760 m
Elevation gain: 620 m  
Distance: 6.3 km
Suggested time: 5 hrs.

Route begins at the southeast end
of Moat Lake.  Follow route to the
small col west of the summit.  It's a
steep scramble over loose rock to
the top.  Caution:  This route cross-
es boulder fields and slopes with
loose rocks.

From Albert Edward
Augerpoint route (not shown on map)
Distance:  25 km one way
Suggested time:  3 days

An extended route through to
Buttle Lake.  From the summit of
Albert Edward descend it's south-
west ridge to the drainage divide
above Norm Creek and Ralph Lake.
Continue up to Ruth Masters Lake

(local name) and above to the sad-
dle southwest of Augerpoint Mtn.
Continue southwest along the ridge
to a high point of 1760 m before
descending a long ridge above
Shark Lake.  Continue northwest
along route to reach the beginning
of the Augerpoint Trail.  This trail
descends steeply for 1400 m before
arriving on the Buttle Lake Parkway
at Buttle Lake.

The following guidelines will help
to ensure that the Forbidden
Plateau area remains pristine for all
who venture there.

Hiking Trails - Please stay on
designated trails, stay off  revegetat-
ed areas and avoid taking short cuts.

Camping - Designated camping
sites are located at Lake Helen,
Mackenzie, Kwai, Circlet and
McKenzie-Douglas lakes.  Please
use the tent pads and toilets where
provided.  If a tent pad is unavail-
able choose a site that has exposed
soil or will not easily be impacted.

Fires - Campfires are prohibited.
Please pack a campstove for cooking.

Garbage - Help keep the back
country clean.  Pack out all garbage
and please pick up any litter you
see. Please do not use outhouses for
trash receptacles.

Pets - Please keep your pet on a
leash at all times. Free running pets
can harm other animals, irritate
other visitors and can be harmed by
wild animals. Do not allow your pet
to swim in the lakes as this could
contaminate drinking water sources.

Groups - Larger groups of people
tend to concentrate use in an area
and cause extensive damage to the
fragile vegetation. To reduce these
impacts, we recommend that group
size be restricted to ten or less peo-
ple. Where this is not possible, the
larger group should be split into
smaller groups which should travel
and if possible camp in different
locations.

Water - Drinking water is
available from the lakes at all
designated campgrounds. All
drinking water should be boiled
or purified prior to consumption.
Please avoid swimming in these
areas as it may contaminate the
water supply. It is also important
to use the toilets and grey water
pits provided to keep these pollu-
tants from entering the lake.

Safety - To avoid bear conflicts
while camping, never leave
food, garbage or toilet articles in
your tent. Please use pack sack
hangers provided at designated
campgrounds. Hikers should make
noise when approaching blind cor-
ners to warn off bears and other
animals.

Mountain weather can change
without warning, be prepared. Take
spare, warm clothing and rain gear. 

It is advisable to leave an itinerary
of your trip with a friend or relative.

FORBIDDEN PLATEAU
Strathcona Provincial Park

Core Area 

Lodge Elevation: 720m

New for 2001!
BC Parks will be installing new metal food
caches at Lake Helen MacKenzie, Kwai Lake
and Circlet Lake campsites. Until these are in

place, please be sure to use the
hanging food caches provided.

FINE ITALIAN CUISINE

Dine on the Deck
Short stroll to Comox Marina

Open for Lunch & Dinner
Minutes to Filberg Lodge

Your hosts: Wendy & Bill Meade

Reservations (for 6 or more)
Recommended

Tel: 250-890-7575

140 Port Augusta, Comox

Glacier/Sightseeing Tours

Get whisked away in a Gazelle Helicopter
for a sightseeing experience you will never
forget. Have an eagle’s view of the beauti-
ful Comox Valley and the Comox Glacier.
Flights leave from the Courtenay Airpark.
Arrangements can be made for pick-ups on Mt.Washington.

Reserve today for
groups of 2-4!

250-703-0234

Vancouver Island's "Mountain Sports" Specialists!

Great Outdoor Clothing    Made in Canada     

Outstanding selection of Outdoor 
Gear from all the Best Brands!

hiking boots tents
sleeping bags camping supplies
travel gear sport sandals
climbing gear backpacks 
                and more...

www.valhalla-pure.com

plus

615 Broughton Street   360-2181
Downtown Victoria
1-888-551-1859

219-5th Street  334-3963
Downtown Courtenay
1-888-551-1860 

6550 Metral Drive 390-6883
Nanaimo North
1-888-551-1858
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neo-dri® Outerwear
Gore-Tex® Outerwear
              ® Fleece
dri-TREK® WindWare
                    Windproof Fleece
MicroMax® Thermals

Great  Gear!    
Great Prices!

Great Selection!
Great Service! ®

MT.WASHINGTON
TRAIL RIDES

Add some Horsepower to your Life!

Horses for all levels, beginner 
through advanced riders. 

Certified Instructors
Friendly Guides

Ron Knapp/Jolene Klassen
250-703-6511

Low Rates by the Day, Week or Longer

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK & HOLIDAYS
Free Local Pick-Up • Special ICBC Rates
Airport Drop-Off • Unlimited KM Rates

Special Weekend Rates

For local reservations call

250-338-7717
or Toll Free: 1-888-368-7368

Also serving the Courtenay/Comox Airport

1555 Comox Road, Courtenay
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July 21 & 22 • Family Picnic & Games
(11 am to 4 pm) Kids games and
Carnival games happening all after-
noon. Bring your Picnic Lunch or pur-
chase one from our Chef. 

July 28 • Mountain Luau   
(5-8pm) $19.95 in advance  (tax & gra-
tuity extra), $21.95 at the door (excl.
tax & gratuity). Authentically prepared
Luau, featuring roast pork and chicken
cooked traditionally, accompanied with
Hawaiian cuisine.  Swing your hips to
live entertainment.  Dress: optional, but
it’s fun to go native!

August 3- 6 • Adrenalinfest
Mountain Biking Clinics by profession-
als for the whole family! (Many partici-
pants camp out and participate every
day!)

Aug. 4/Sept. 1  Full Moon Sunset Ride
& Dinner  Tickets $19.95 (excl. tax and
gratuity) Includes: dinner, chair ride,
and entertainment (6 pm to 9 pm). Our
scenic chairlift ride operates late and
gives you the chance to view our incred-

ible vista under moonlight.  Join us
after for a dinner prepared by our chef.

Aug. 11 • 3rd Annual Wine Festival
Wine Sampling from 3 – 6 pm. Tickets
$10 in advance or $12 at the door,
includes wine sampling, live entertain-
ment and door prizes. BC Salmon BBQ
dinner follows the Wine Tasting in Fat
Teddy's Bar & Grill for only $19.95
(excl. tax & gratuity)

Aug. 16-19 •  Mountain Musicfest
Purchase your Ticket Now! 
4 Day Outdoor Music Celebration! 
Tentative schedule features: 
Blues Music on Thursday, 4 to 8 pm
Country Music on Friday, 2 to 8 pm 
Saturday Rocks from 2 to 8 pm 
Sunday reggae Music, 2 pm to 6 pm

Tickets $10 each day in advance or $12 
at the gate. 4 Day Festival Ticket $35

Aug. 25-26 •  Mile High Arts Festival
Galleries in the Alpine Lodge. Various
artists will also be offering art for sale
over the weekend.

Sept. 22 •  Harvest Dinner
Join friends and family for our summer
ending Harvest Dinner. contact our
catering coordinator, Livea Gill at 250-
334-5757 for more info.

October 6-8 •  Thanksgiving ‘Turkey’
Sale Sno Tek and Altitude Sport & Gift
clear out their winter gear and clothing
from this past year.

Mt.Washington Phone
Directory (Area Code 250)

Altitude Sport & Gift  . . . 334-5721

Cat Trax Taxi  . . . . . . . . 703-0055 

Central Res. . . . . . 1-888-231-1499

Victoria Res. . . . . . . . . . . 213-3375

Vancouver Res.  . . . . . . . 619-0550

Chain Rentals  . . . . . . . . 338-5527

Employment  . . . . . . . . . 334-5759

Fat Teddy’s Bar & Grill  . 334-5716

Fireweed’s Restaurant  . . 334-5706

O-Zone Tubing Park  . . . 334-5708

Real Estate (Rick Gibson) . 338-1723

Reception . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-1386

RV Park  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5703

Security (after hours)  . . 897-2205

Ski Patrol  . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5741

Village Market . . . . . . . . 334-5745

For up-to-date resort info go to
www.mtwashington.bc.ca

ACCOMMODATION GUIDE
~Summer 2001~

The best selection of chalets, condos & townhomes
including Bludeberry Hill, Paradise Ridge, 

Creekside and Ptarmigan.

Featuring jacuzzis, hot tubs swimming pool 
& saunas. All with hotel style housekeeping.

Ski’n Stay‘n Save!

reservations
1-800-699-6499

VICTORIA (250) 370-1642       FAX (250) 370-1649
EMAIL • mt_washbc@hotmail.com

specializing in family accommodations since 1986

Peak Accommodations
Mt.Washington’s all season 

vacation planner.

Whether it’s your family vacation, 
corporate getaway or romantic weekend
away, we offer a variety of chalets and

condos for any group. Let Peak
Accommodations help you plan a 

memorable stay at Mt.Washington!

Reservations: 1-866-826-PEAK (7325)
email: info@peakaccom.com

Tel: (250) 897-3851 Fax: (250) 897-3951
Mail: 1268 Fosters Place, Courtenay, BC  V9J 1L3

www.peakaccom.com

Tel: 1-877-287-9491 or (250) 897-3161
Fax: (250) 897-3160

CALL TOLL-FREE 1•877•287•9491

At Mt.Washington

Visit our website @ www.paradiseridge.bc.ca
email: info@paradiseridge.bc.ca

• Relax in our outdoor heated 
pool, hot tub & sauna.

• Great Summer Rates!
• Luxury 2 & 3 bedroom 

condos, hotel style.
•  Golf/Ski/Alpine 

packages

There’s so much to see and do on Mt.Washington in the
summer besides great mountain biking, hiking and 

enjoying the mile high view following a chairlift ride 
to the summit. Here is a list of this summers main events.
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Gold Trail

SNO�
TEK

PP

Castlecrag Crescent

Alpine Road

A Deer Lodge  B Creekside House
C Parkview Place  D The Chalet at Mt.Washington  
E Blueberry Hill  F Paradise Ridge  G Ptarmigan Ridge 

CABIN

Lots�
              For�

                              Sale

1175m
3855 ft.

(1092m
3146 ft.)

1600 acres / 648 hectares

Duckenfield Creek

A C C O M M O D A T I O N S

Luxury Condominiums/Hotel Style
Get away from it all at Deer Lodge this summer. 

Enjoy an Alpine summer experience. 

Golf & Salmon Fishing  Packages!

TOLL FREE: 1-888-969-3322 or 250-334-3700
www.deerlodgebc.com    info@deerlodgebc.com

Lodge Room, 
1, 2 & 3
Bedroom

Suites

Hot Tub 

Close to Lift 
& Amenities

Deer Lodge Accommodations

The best selection, 
price and service

on Mt.Washington
Call Toll Free:

1-888-837-4663
In the Comox Valley: 703-9636

email: chalets@island.net

web: www.alpinechalets.com
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With 70,000 local and inter-
national visitors each year, the
Forbidden  Plateau area of
Strathcona Provincial Park is
undoubtedly the most popular.
But the “other” end of
Strathcona offers a wealth of
gems for hikers and walkers of
all abilities.

Strathcona is 250,000 hectares of
diverse, yet rugged wilderness slashing 
through the centre of Vancouver
Island. Dominated by mountain peaks,
the  park also offers visitors alpine
meadows laced with rivers, creeks,
streams and lakes. The forests in the
valleys and lower regions pre-date the 
discovery of Vancouver Island by
Captain James Cook.

Buttle Lake is the dominant body of
water in the park; it is also the site  of
one of the park’s more popular camp-
sites (the other is at Ralph River).
Besides Forbidden Plateau, Buttle Lake
is the only other place in the park  with
visitor-oriented developments – the
rest of the park is a back-country
enthusiast’s paradise.

GETTING THERE

To get to the north end of Strathcona
Park, follow Highway 28 through
Campbell River to Buttle Lake, right on
the highway.

STRATHCONA HIKES

One of the more popular trails to
walk in the Buttle Lake area is Elk River 
– an 11-kilometre trail that begins right
off Hwy. 28 and follows the Elk  River
for 10 kms before turning up to

Landslide Lake (a five-hour hike).
Marble Meadows, a 6.6-km trail,

offers viewpoints, alpine meadows and 
limestone formations. Start at the
Phillips Creek Marine Campsite on
Buttle Lake (six-hour hike).

Upper Myra Falls is a 3-km trail that
starts just past the Westmin mine  oper-
ation and follows a gravel road for
700m before turning into a forested
trail (two-hour hike). To access Myra
Falls, start near the south end of Buttle
Lake and take the 1-km trail down to
the falls. Although this is a short, 25-
minute hike, use caution while at the
falls.

New Camping Fees
For Strathcona Park
Strathcona Park now has overnight

camping fees in the Forbidden Plateau
area. There is now a charge of $5.00
per person/night over 16 years of age.
Camping in the core area of the
Plateau is restricted to designated sites
at Lake Helen Mackenzie, Kwai Lake
and Circlet Lake. There will be no
charge at this time for overnight stays
in random sites outside of the core area
(see shaded area on map). There is no
camping fee at those camping east of
Panther Lake. There are fee stations for
self registration at the entrances to the
main trails. Please retain your registra-
tion receipts for our Park Facility
Operators and Park Staff who will be
monitoring the area. S t r a t h c o n a
Park, Forbidden Plateau area, has
proven itself to be an all-season recre-
ational destination. The plateau is one

of the most popular parts of the
250,445 ha. Strathcona Park. The
plateau is the only sub-alpine/alpine
area on Vancouver Island easily
accessed by the general public. 

During the winter, Forbidden Plateau
is transformed into a cross-country
skiers' paradise, and during the sum-
mer the area attracts visitors interested
in numerous outdoor recreational
activities. Visitors often hike the day
use trails to view the flora and fauna
that are unique to the alpine regions of
Vancouver Island. The distinct and
fragile ecosystem, which attracts visi-
tors all year round is at risk. 

Explore the “Other End” of Strathcona Park”

Published for your convenience by Rick Gibson 
of Royal LePage in the Comox Valley. If you are
looking for more information, wish to advertise,
or want to submit information in future issues
please contact us at (250) 334-3124.

Editorial:  Susan Quinn    

Sales: Wendy Woodley Ph. 250-897-3678  E-Mail: rick@rickgibson.ca

Design/Production:  Havers Design Photos: Jerry Vann              Printed in Canada

Guided Tours
The Strathcona Wilderness Institute

(SWI), will be providing guided tours
of Paradise Meadows this summer.
Jennifer Williams will host tours every
Saturday from June 30th to Sept. 3rd.
Those interested are requested to be at
the Paradise Meadows trailhead at 10
am on Saturday mornings prepared for
a 1 1/2 hour tour through the mead-
ows. No sign-up is required but be sure
to dress for the ever-changing moun-
tain weather conditions! Bring your
binoculars and Guide Books too!

The SWI is also looking for interested
interpreters to guide hikes on Sunday
afternoons. For those of you wanting to
share your knowledge and passion for
the diverse flora, fauna and natural his-
tory of the Forbidden Plateau, please
contact the SWI at 250-337-1871. 

Mt.Washington as seen from the 
trail system along Battleship Lake.

Voted #6 Restaurant in British Columbia
Beautiful British Columbia Magazine Readers Poll

O p e n  d a i l y  -  L u n c h  &  D i n n e r

338-5406
1760 Riverside Lane • Reservations not required (but appreciated)

On & Off Site
Catering

WE MAKE EVERY OCCASION SPECIAL

120-D N. Island Highway • (250) 897-1166

From Design 
to Completion…

Your Complete Flooring Outlet.

Full Selection of:
• Carpets  • Linoleum

• Ceramic Tile  
• Hardwood Flooring
• Laminate Flooring
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__________________

Raven Lodge 
continued from page 1

The resort plans to continue operat-
ing the café in the old Nordic Lodge,
and have renamed it Sunset Café. The
old rental floor will be turned into
expanded seating, and seasonal lock-
ers will be provided for people who want
to store equipment in the off-season.

Gibson said the only question mark
is whether Heili will be at Raven Lodge
or the Sunset Café.

__________________

Local Area Plan Update
A public hearing was held at Mt.

Washington in mid-June to invite com-
ment on Mt. Washington’s new Local
Area Plan. The plan is designed to
guide the growth and development of
the resort and protect the natural envi-
ronment of the plan area.

“I think we’ve come up with a doc-
ument that everybody’s comfortable
with,” Gibson said. “It gives us the
ability to grow, but addresses all the
questions that were raised through the
public process.

“The most significant thing is we go
from being able to develop 750 units
to 2,200, that gives us room to grow. At
the same time there’s enough control
in the plan to make sure it’s done in an
orderly way. Environmental and social
needs will be addressed as we go
along,” he said.

A secondary document lists items
that still need to be worked out, like
water and sewer provisions.

The Comox-Strathcona Regional
District still needs to vote on the LAP.

Westjet 
continued from page 2

WestJet has also decided to offer
same-plane service from Comox-
Calgary-Edmonton. As early as next fall
people won’t have to spend a two-
hour layover in Calgary before chang-
ing planes to get to Edmonton, and
vice versa.

For Mt.Washington, WestJet’s arrival
was too late to have any real effect on
the 2000/2001 ski season. But they’re
still excited about the possibilities the
new air connection opens up.

“We think the impact is going to be
this winter,” says Director of Resort
Services Don Sharpe. “The easy access
for people from Edmonton and Calgary
will be a big bonus for us.”

A lack of snow in the Rockies –
which Alberta ski resorts experienced
last winter – and increased recognition
of the Comox Valley area with prairie
travelers will benefit the whole region.
And what’s good for the north island is
good for Mt. Washington, Sharpe said.
“Once (tourists) are here, they’ll spend
in whatever place they go.”

One place they’re already spending
in droves is Crown Isle Golf and Resort
Community. From golf packages to a
luxury villa, Calgary residents are will-
ing and able to spend their money at
the golf resort.

Mt.Washington, Crown Isle and
WestJet have teamed up for a unique,
fly-golf-ski promotion that will contin-
ue in the fall. Each WestJet boarding
pass from the Comox-Calgary route
will offer a free round of golf at Crown
Isle or a free lift ticket at
Mt.Washington for the holder.

The airline is also good about shar-
ing advertising promotions with busi-
nesses, Sharpe said. “We’re advertising
in their in-flight magazine. We have a
good rapport with the WestJet people
and who’s there, and are learning how
to make things happen.”

WestJet announced in the spring that
it has made another big jump in quar-
terly profits. The no-frills carrier made
$5.8 million last quarter, a 37-per-cent
increase over last year. Revenues
soared by 55.3 per cent to $92.3 mil-
lion.

“Clearly, we had an excellent year
last year,” chief executive Clive
Beddoe said.

Record Setting
Winter Season!

Mt.Washington had a record year in
skier visits for 2000/2001, reports
Director of Resort Services Don Sharpe.
“It was awesome,” Sharpe said. “We
did record numbers in downhill, about
378,000 skier visits. Nordic was on par
for last year.

“That was because of the marginal
snow in December. We felt we would
have done better if we’d had more
December snow.”

The mountain had snow on opening
day in December, and was able to
remain open past Easter weekend in
April.

“It seemed like every time we need-
ed snow, we got it. We had a good
snowfall … most of the time we were
near number one in terms of base.”

The O-Zone Tubing Park saw eight
to 10 per cent more visitors over last
year, as that sport is catching on. The
tubing park will be open later next
winter, until 11 p.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays.

Sharpe said the management team is
entering its second year together, and
is stronger than ever. He will celebrate
his first anniversary on August 15.

Sharpe said the team’s
strength bodes well for a strong
summer and winter. “You’re
looking at a team that works
well together.”

__________________

Mt.Washington and
Tourism Comox Valley

win Big Time at
Annual Tourism AGM!

Mt.Washington and Tourism Comox
Valley dominated at Tourism
Vancouver Island’s awards ceremony
in Qualicum Beach in May, as each
won two major awards.

The mountain resort won the
Corporate Brochure Award and
Corporate Internet Award. The cere-
mony capped an annual gathering of
the Island’s tourism industry, where
tourism associations and businesses
traditionally meet to review their col-
lective promotion of the spectacular
“Islands” region.

Mt.Washington marketing director
Karen Bonell gave a special thank you
to the designers “who have captured
the essence of our region.” Mt.
Washington’s brochure was designed
by Darren Bristol of Bristol Design. The
alpine resort’s website was designed
by Colin Wilson and Michelle Foster.

Tourism Comox Valley, of which
Mt.Washington is a member, produces
over $450,000 worth of marketing
activity that continues to give potential
visitors a view of the wonderful diver-
sity that the Comox Valley offers for
vacationers and business people alike.

TCV is recognized on both
Vancouver Island and the Sunshine
Coast as a model Tourism Destination
Marketing Office and has shared its
development with others to strengthen
Vancouver Island as a destination for
regional, provincial, national and
international visitors.

continued on page 16

Island
PUBLISHERS LTD.

Call For Free Estimate

727-2460 ◆ 245-0350

Two Conveniently Located Printing Plants

Victoria (250) 727-2460 
200-770 Enterprise Crescent

Ladysmith (250) 245-0350
23 High Street

Quality Printers 
of Weekly and Monthly Publications, Flyers, Recreation Brochures.

Distribution available through community newspapers 
from Victoria to Port Hardy.

New Look 
continued from page 1

impeccable professionalism, princi-
pled conduct and the highest moral
and ethical standards. 85 years later his
principles are still followed in each Royal
LePage location.

Rick Gibson is very happy with the
merge. He also believes in the philosophies
set out by Royal Lepage and is excited
about the technology that the new compa-
ny offers. Royal Lepage’s internet site
alone gets more then 160 million hits a
month. Royal Lepage is well represented
on Vancouver Island with offices in most
areas.

Along with the new face of his company
Rick has decided that it was time for a new
photo.  So what better time to introduce the
new face of Rick Gibson with the new
company name, Royal Lepage in the
Comox Valley!
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Summer 2001 
continued from page 4

The Disc Golf course is something
that’s been talked about for several
years. “I didn’t want to talk anymore,
so we’re making it happen,” Sharpe
said.

The nine-hole course starts under
the Whiskey Jack chairlift and ends at
the Eagle Express. “It’s a natural course
so it follows the terrain of the moun-
tain. It’s through the trees so you’re up
and down.”

The course is free to use, but discs
cost $3.50 to rent (they’re also for sale
at Altitude Sport & Gift Shop). Players
throw the Frisbees from a tee box and
aim at a chain link basket.

And if Disc Golf isn’t your thing, try
the beach volleyball court or horse-
shoe pitches that have been put in
beside the Sno-Tek hut. Or be brave
and try mountain boarding this sum-
mer – it’s like a snowboard with
wheels. Ron Knapp is back with his
horses, offering trail rides around the
mountain.

Another new feature this summer
that Sharpe predicted would be popu-
lar was Kidz Camps – five-day adven-
ture camps for kids seven to 12 years,
which were scheduled for two sepa-
rate weeks in July (July 2-6 and 9-13).
These camps featur mountain explo-
ration, hiking, disc golf, basketball,
nature-based crafts and outdoor sur-
vival. “If we’re successful, we’ll con-
tinue them throughout the summer,”
Sharpe said. Koya Hansen, who runs
the Kidz Zone in the winter, is also in
charge of the summer camps.

The great thing about the Kidz
Camps is that pick-up and drop-off is
in Courtenay before work and after
work, so parents don’t have to worry
about arranging a 2 or 3 p.m. pick-up.
Fireweeds Restaurant and Altitude
Sport & Gift are open daily.

For more information on
Mt.Washington summer activities,
visit their website: 
www.mtwashington.bc.ca 
or phone (250) 338-1386.

Tourism Awards 
continued from page 15

The mountain has also received

kudos of a different kind from BC

Alpine. Out of 32 ski clubs in B.C., BC

Alpine chose Mt. Washington as its

2000/2001 Resort of the Year.

This award is presented to the resort

which best exemplifies ski club and

resort co-operation; event and race

quality; resort facilities including

course preparation, course availability

and banquet facilities.

This award was not a reflection of

any one event, but recognition of the

support and co-operation the Mt.

Washington Ski Club receives from the

resort throughout the entire season,

according to ski club spokesperson

Mike Stubbs.

Mt. Washington Racers train up to

four days a week during the ski season,

requiring space and use of mountain

facilities.

“Without the support from this

resort, this would not be possible,”

Stubbs said. Ski club race training and

race event systems have honed the

skills of many of Canada’s top racers,

including Alison Forsyth, Davon

Callendar and Daniel Bird.

“With the continued support from Mt.

Washington we are sure to have many

more contenders in the years to

come,” Stubbs said.

“And now, Swedish 
television is proud to

present, our latest star,
Mt. Washington Resort!”

Mt. Washington came “this
close” to hosting an episode of The
Mole for Swedish television. But the
ski resort eventually lost out to a
rodeo clip that was filmed at
Norwood’s rodeo facilities.

“They were talking about putting
people on the top of Mt. Washington
for an overnight,” says director of
resort services Don Sharpe.
“Something like they would drop them
on the mountain with a backpack and
they would have to hike … but it did-
n’t work out.”

Sharpe said it wasn’t the first call
that the picturesque alpine resort has
received, and it won’t be the last.

“We get a lot of calls like that – once
or twice a month, people phone want-
ing to film up here,” Sharpe said.

Other calls have been coming from
para-sailers anxious to tame the tower-
ing peak. Sharpe fielded so many
requests that “I finally came to the
decision that I’m going to wait a year
and establish a safety area.”

Sharpe is working with the
Vancouver Island chapter of the Hang
Gliding and Para-Gliding Association
to work out fly and no-fly zones, and to
determine how dangerous it would be
to para-sail from the summit.

“My understanding is we’re an
adventure zone because we have the
wind around here,” he said.

Old World Style,
New World Technology!

Also...

Custom Renovations

Arts & Crafts Style 
Furniture and Finishings

Commercial Painting

Building Envelope Repair

Project Management 
and Design

Call Today!

250-337-8168
info@ecohomes.ca

Licensed Building Envelope Renovator

ARRAN POINT LODGE, STUART ISLAND. B.C.

COASTLINE 
BROADCASTING LTD.
is a locally owned and operated

Cablevision system offering over 30 
channels of digital broadcast 

signals  to the owners of property
and visitors to Mt.Washington.

2      Program Guide
3 CBC North
4 Mt.Washington Real Estate
5 ABC KOMO
6 CBS KSTW
7 KVOS
8 ITV
9 NBC
10 Mt.Washington

Community Channel
11 FOX
12 BCTV
13 TSN
14 WTBS
15 The Learning Channel
16 YTV
17 WGN
18 Knowledge Network
20 Super Channel (Pay)

21 Movie Max (Pay)

22 Family Channel
23 CKVU
24 CHEK TV
25 Much Music
26 WSBK
27 CBUT
28 CBMT
29 VTV
30 CNN
31 KCTS
32 CMT
33 CNN Headline News
34 A&E
35 Discovery
36 CBC Newsworld

Mt.Washington hosts National Cross
Country Ski Team once again 

For the second year in a row, Mt. Washington played host to

the National Cross Country Ski Team for some spring training.

The national junior team trained in and around the Comox

Valley and Campbell River in May, combining on-hill and off-

hill training activities. They spent most

mornings on snow, alternating classic

and skating techniques on the Lower

West Meadows trail.

Mt. Washington provided grooming so

the team could ski out of the old Nordic

Lodge. Conditions were great even though

the resort had been officially closed for

almost a month.

GET HOOKED ON A BIG IDEA!
ADVERTISING / GRAPHIC DESIGN
WEB SITES / PRINT PRODUCTION

334-2844
www.haversdesign.com
e-mail: info@haversdesign.com
391-11th Street, Courtenay  Fax: 334-3244    

✂
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Close to Green Chair 
Call now for information about
the exciting second phase of
Parkview Place. These townhous-
es are located less than 200 feet
from the loading area of the
Green Chair. Ideally suited for
families wanting to explore all
that Mt.Washington offers in all
four seasons. 

M T . W A S H I N G T O N

Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mt.Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

View Condo on Corner
Two bedroom corner condominium
centrally located just above the
General Store. Priced well below
other comparables, this is the best
deal around. South West facing for
warmth and sunshine. Come enjoy
your own piece of paradise!

$79,900

Features Include:
• Outdoor Swimming Pool, Sauna &
Hot Tub • Elevator Access   • Drive
To Access with Underground Parking
• Propane Fireplaces • Ski Storage
Room off Lobby • Kitchens with 4
Appliances • Full Size Washer &
Dryer in each unit • Convenient
Location to all Amenities • Mountain
& Strathcona Park Views

#304, 2 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Mt.Washington. $159,900

#213, 2 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Strathcona Park. $169,900

#306, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strathcona Park & Mt.Washington. $169,900

#407, 2 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strathcona Park & Mt.Washington. $169,900

#211, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Strathcona Park. $179,900

#212, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Strathcona Park. $179,900

#402, 3 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Mt.Washington. $199,900

#406, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strathcona Park & Mt.Washington. $199,999

#311, Penthouse, 3 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $209,900

Single Family 
Building Site!

Two of the few remaining single
famiy building sites on Mt.Washington.

$107,900 ~ $115,000

Features Include:
• One Bedroom Apartments locat-
e d  o n  p a v e d  H e n r y  R o a d  
•  Apar tment s  a re  Furn i shed  
• Drive To Access  • Propane
Fireplaces • Self-contained
Kitchens • Ski Storage Lockers off
Lobby  • Breathtaking Mountain
Views • Convenient Location to
Ski Lifts and Strathcona Prov. Park.

#212, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Strathcona Park. $89,900

#205, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Mt.Washington. $89,900

#301, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Mt.Washington. $94,500

#206, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Strathcona Park. $99,000

#309, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Mt.Washington. $99,000

#302, 1 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $97,500

#112, 1 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $104,900

#204, 1 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $119,900

2 Units Available
in this great building. All the
apartments are immaculate with
great views and exposure. Each
offer two bedrooms and west
coast spacious designs. Fully fur-
nished and ready to go these
homes are awaiting your inspec-
tion! From $99,900

Ground Floor Delight
in this great maintained building
in the Mt.Washington Village.
This apartment offers two bed-
rooms, sauna, and a covered
deck. The building  has wide
hallways. lots of storage and has
a live in caretaker.    

$89,900

Close to Lodge
Five minute stroll from the Alpine
Lodge and virtually ski-in and ski-
out! Three bedroom townhome
with western exposure. New roof in
1998 and new carpeting,  some
new flooring. This property offers a
phenomenal location at an unbeat-
able price! $94,900

Close To Day Lodge
Three bedroom townhouse, very
private corner unit with well
thought out plan. Living room,
kitchen, dining on the main floor
with bedrooms up. Two bath-
rooms and a sauna. Furnished,
ready to go. Basement can be
developed.         $119,900

3 bedroom town-
house in a great

location!
Corner unit with loads of natural
light. Features include Jacuzzi
tub plus a woodstove and ample
storage. Watch the sunsets and
enjoy easy access to the slopes.
Enjoy the hot tub on the outside
deck. Great property at a great
price! $109,900

Townhouse 
Style Condo

In Mt.Washington Village.
This popular design offers a
family a lot of space at an
affordable price. Close to the
Alpine Lodge for easy
access. $125,000

O N  M T .  W A S H I N G T O N  

CONDOMINIUMS

BLUEBERRY HILLBLUEBERRY HILL

Features Include:
• Elevator Access • Spectacular
Views of Strathcona Park and the
Ski Runs • Drive To Access with
Above & Underground
Parking • Propane Fireplaces 
• Units are furnished & ready to
go • Ski Storage Room off the
Lobby with separate lockers for
renters • Convenient Location to
all amenities

#114, 2 bedroom on the 2nd floor, fully 
furnished, facing Strathcona Park. $182,500 

#213, 2 bedroom on the 2nd floor, 
facing Mt.Washington. $184,900 

#305, 2 bedroom on the top floor, 
facing Strathcona Park. $187,500

#303, 2 bedroom on the top floor,
facing Strathcona Park. $187,500

#309, 3  bedroom on the third floor, 
facing Mt.Washington. $205,000 

#210, 3 bedroom on the 2nd floor, facing
Strathcona Park. $209,000

#118, 2 bedroom plus spa on the 2nd floor,
views of Strathcona Park and Mt.Washington.

$235,000

OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL!
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Snowbird 
Affordable, spacious, with easy
access to village parking lot,
Sunrise Quad and general store.
Popular townhouse floor plan
with 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
sauna and open kitchen/living/din-
ing area. This unit is completely
furnished. Ideal floor plan for
families.

$124,900~ $138,900

Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mt.Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

Overlooking
Strathcona Park 

One bedroom condo with partial
basement! Executive style condo
on Mt.Washington with easy
access to Alpine and Nordic ski-
ing. Condo has loads of windows
Offering natural light. Large sun-
drenched deck, 1 bedroom, pri-
vate entrance and partial basement
(other bedrooms?). This is a price
opportunity to not miss!

$134,900

Plenty of Upgrades
Mt.Washington 3 bedroom town-
home with plenty of upgrades.
Newer carpets and in immacu-
late condition. Easy access to all
amenities and very quiet loca-
tion. Lower deck has hot tub.
There is storage in the unfinished
basement. Pride of ownership is
evident. This one is a must see!
Newer roof and building . Very
well maintained. $145,000

DEER LODGE
Features Include:

• Mt.Washington’s only slope side
hotel • Located in the heart of the
Village Centre • 2 & 3 bedroom
fully furnished deluxe condos 
• On-site management available 
• Ski to and from your door 
• Underground parking

2 Bedroom from $164,900

3 Bedroom from $189,900
(*Conditions may apply)

The Chalet at
Mt.Washington 

A snowballs throw from the Green
Chair! Two bedroom condos with
underground parking. Lock off one
of the bedrooms to make a sepa-
rate rental suite while you stay in
the rest. Common area includes
sauna, hot tub, ski tak room and
locked storage. This is a GREAT
price! $129,900 - $143,900

Original 
Village Charm 

Large semi-detached home cen-
trally located  in the Alpine Village
of Mt.Washington . Ski-in  & out
from this super property. Set up on
3 levels it is ideal for families or
large groups. Very pristine private
setting gives you the impression
that you’re tucked in a wooded
glen yet located in the heart of the
village with easy access.

$169,900

Cute & Cozy 
Over 1600 sq. ft. in the Alpine
Village of Mt.Washington. 4 bed-
rooms on 2 levels, this cute and
cozy 4 unit building is located just
above the General Store.
Apartment is equipped with
everything you need and has
views of mountains, glacier and
ocean. Building is very well main-
tained and has a newer roof and
siding.                           $174,900

Charming A-Frame
Style Chalet

Located near the store and park-
ing for easy access. Well cared for
with recent renovations. Open
concept layout makes for warm
cozy quarters with a woodstove
and covered decks. Smaller
chalets are a rarity on
Mt.Washington so don’t miss out
on this opportunity! $174,900

Alpine Village Serenity
Nestled in the serene Alpine
Village, this beautifully decorat-
ed & spotlessly clean townhome
features a black & brass faced
propane fireplace; bright white
wide open kitchen and a spa-
cious finished attic. Surrounded
by mature trees with a
Wonderful Mountain View, plus
ski in & out access; it is excel-
lent value. $189,900

Perched on a Ridge
to view the sunsets, park and the
stars! 4 bedroom chalet in the
Alpine Village. Chalet has been
rarely rented and pride of owner-
ship is evident. Lower floor could
easily be remodelled to accom-
modate an in-law suite. Sit in the
hottub and enjoy the views of the
mountains, glacier and sunsets.

$199,900

BUYING, OR RENOVATING?
✓ Unbiased Opinion

✓ Client Participation Encouraged
✓ Immediate Reports
✓ Home Reference Book
✓ Maintenance & Repair

Recommendations
✓ Prompt Service - Flexible Hours

1-800-667-0150
In the Comox Valley Phone: 339-5399

ibi@island.net

I WANT TO BE OF SERVICE!!

REALTY WORLD -COAST COUNTRY REALTY
#121-750 Comox Road, Courtenay  V9N 3P6

Coast Country Properties Ltd.
NEW TO MT.WASHINGTON

Steven
Royer

• I have been in the property management 
business for 15 years in the Comox Valley.  

• I offer a full range of property management 
to assist you in monthly or seasonal rentals. 

• I specialize in strata corporation management.

PLEASE CALL ME 
24 HRS TO DISCUSS

334-3124

• Corporate & Commercial Law  
• Civil Litigation • Wills & Estates
• Real Estate & Development
• ICBC Claims

Ph: 334-2416  
Fax: 334-3198
email: gki@gkilaw.com

David L.
Gibson

Paul R. 
Ives

505-5th Street, Courtenay Corner of 5th & Fitzgerald

Mark S.
Kelly

Purchase
now and pay
no Strata
Fees for 
3 years!*

SOLD!
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Recreational Home,
Make An Offer!

on Foster’s Place. Drive in and ski
out from this cozy retreat, with
proven design. Hardwood floors and
many upgrades, insulated floors and
basement finished with an extra
kitchen and bathroom. This home is
owner built with many thoughtful
features. Come and explore this cute
and cozy chalet, you won’t be disap-
pointed.                            $249,900

#7 Fosters Place
Drive In and Ski Out from this 3
year old chalet on Fosters Place.
Designed with 3 levels, the base-
ment is undeveloped, waiting for
your imagination. Open living area
features superb views. $294,900

Spotlessly Clean
Pride of ownership is evident in
this truly ski-in, ski-out chalet
located in the Alpine Village.
Close to everything, yet nestled in
the woods. Separate owner’s suite
down. New hardy plank siding
outside! Bright, spacious floor
plan This is a MUST SEE on your
list! $289,900

This one’s a keeper!
Located in a very private area of
the Alpine Village with easy
access in and to the slopes in this
3-4 bedroom immaculate chalet.
Extras include a gourmet kitchen,
wood-burning fireplace with
wood, elevator, hot tub, decks,
and a security system. Owner’s
have never rented this property
and pride of ownership is evident.

$259,500

Incredible Views
Designed by Dave MacSween

Design & Construction of Comox
much thought has gone into this 3
bedroom unit. Located on the
edge of Strathcona Provincial
Park with the ski lifts across the
street. $249,900

Overlooking the Ocean
Perched overlooking the ocean
and the mountains, this special
property awaits your inspection.
Lovingly cared for by its original
owners and builders, this one of a
kind property has it all. The home
has two distinct living areas, a self
contained bright 2 bedroom suite
with spacious deck and hot tub on
the lower floor and a 4 bedroom 2
level home above. Common area
includes storage and sauna. Also,
4 bathrooms and loads of storage.
This mountain retreat is ideal for
two families or an incredible
rental property with a solid excel-
lent rental history. $349,900

Over 3000 sq. ft. of luxury
in this 3 level log home located
at the end of the cul-de-sac. The
lifts are approx. 200 feet away
making ski access a breeze!
Dream gourmet kitchen, cathe-
dral ceiling in living, dining area
and on and on. Lower floor
could easily be converted to
additional accommodation and
large outside deck is ideal for the
sunsets. If you have seen the rest,
come and see the best!           

$450,000

Cablevision on
Mt.Washington!

Access to 35+ channels 
plus movie channels 

(for an additional cost).

Visual Sound Store
Ph (250) 338-5177  
Fax (250) 334-0235
8A 625 Cliffe Avenue, 
Courtenay, B.C.

For up to date Properties
For Sale see Channel 4 

on Mt.Washington.

Building Sites
Available NOW!

Choice building sites
ranging in size to accom-
modate from a duplex to an
8plex located between
Henry Road and the Nordic
Road. The sites are perched
to view the mountain and
take in the sunsets.
Architectural guidelines
ensure everyone’s invest-
ment is safe. 

Build for $40,000
$80,000 per unit!

Creekside 
House

Green
Chair

The 
Chalet at 
Mt. Washington

Blueberry
Hill

Paradise 
Ridge

Ptarmigan 
Ridge

HENRY ROAD
2

3
4

97

1

5 6 8

FOSTERS PLACE

Mt.Washington's�
Alpine Village

10 12 13 1411

Sold!
MULTIFAMILY

All the Extras are Here!
From insulated concrete walls to
the superb finishing, you will dis-
cover everything is here for the
discriminating buyer. 2 large
(12x28) decks and a smaller deck
upstairs. Spacious kitchen & liv-
ing areas. 5+ bedrooms and 4
bathrooms.                    $389,900

Quiet Location
Located a few minutes walk from
parking, this chalet has had many
happy family years of use. Easy
access to the slopes and a quiet
location. Cathedral ceilings and an
open floor plan. Large outside deck
to enjoy the sunsets that the area
offers. Property has been well looked
after and is ready for a new family to
start and enjoy it! $259,900

Immaculate Chalet
4 level immaculate chalet in a
prime location on Mt.Washington.
6 plus bedrooms and many spa-
cious open areas. Hardwood
floors, heat recovery system, great
storage areas, spectacular views,
easy access, hot tub, 3 bath-
rooms, and the list goes on! This
14 year old mountain home is
well loved and was designed and
built for skiers by skiers.

$274,900

SOLD! Fantastic Foster’s Place
Over 4000 sq. ft. of living space in
this spectacular recreation proper-
ty. Separated into 2 living areas
with the main area having vaulted
ceilings, sweeping views and
down is a bright, open owner’s
suite. Below is a garage and work-
shop. Located on Foster’s Place
with easy drive in access and ski
from your door to the slopes.          

$434,900

Side by side duplex
Once in a while a unique proper-
ty comes available. Each side has
2 bedrooms and spacious plans.
There is also a common area
which includes a large family
room, sauna, kitchen, bathroom
& bedroom. Ideal for 2 or more
families, spectacular views.

$299,000

Executive Styled Chalet
Drive in and ski out from this
executive styled chalet on Fosters
Place. This spectacular chalet is
on the high side of the cul-de-sac
with great exposure, huge vaulted
ceilings and sleeps a bunch. Ski
out the door and be back for
lunch.        $399,900

Contact: Rick Gibson Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Cell: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca  

Mountain & Park Views!
Well maintained semi-detached
home in the Alpine Village of
Mt.Washington. 4 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms and lots of living  area!
Wonderful mountain and park views
from the living areas and deck. Extras
include a hot tub, 2 decks and newer
appliances.  Easy access to parking
and to skiing.                          $209,900



Spacious 1, 2 & 3 bedroom suites, all with full kitchen, fireplace, private balcony, washer/dryer, 

cable TV & VCR, studio rooms available. Facilities include hot tub, ski lockers, 

underground parking, slopeside and valley view suites.

1 & 2 Night Mile High Getaway Packages!
Includes Accommodation, Chair Lift Ride, Breakfast & Dinner! 

From $7600 per person
(Prices do not incude taxes and are subject to availability)

New! Toll Free Reservations: 1-877-845-4499 or 250-338-4383
Fax: (250) 338-4366   e-mail: dlreservations@mtwashington.bc.ca

www.mtwashington.bc.ca

Luxury Accommodations, Hotel Style

Check out our 
Special Events, Group and 

Winter Packages!


