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be looking to add manpower to their donation if the vote is
successful. “Push dirt around or something,” he said.

The Rotary Club of Campbell River has applied to the Coast
Sustainability Trust Fund to assist in funding to pay for the trail
head project. The plan is to make a wheelchair-accessible trail
from the new trail head and meet up with other existing board-
walks all the way out to Lake Helen Mackenzie.

Along with the new trail head, Friends of the Park would like
to see a Visitors’ Centre built so people could go in and learn
about Strathcona Park before they start their hikes. 
“This is the biggest thing to happen to Strathcona Park, and cer-
tainly the Forbidden Plateau area in its history,” Smith said.

Continued on  page A11

Exclusive to The Marmot
Mount Washington
Accommodation Guide

Paradise Meadows and Buttle
Lake Trail Maps & Guides

North Island Rotary clubs and BC Parks are teaming up
to build a new trail head to Strathcona Park at Raven
Lodge. “The trailhead has been 10 years in the decision-
making,” says Andy Smith of BC Parks.

The Rotary Club of Campbell River has taken on a project to
develop our long-awaited and long-needed connector trail and
new trail head. Five Rotary clubs in Campbell River and the
Comox Valley have been approached to help fund the project. 

All five clubs need to agree on the project for it to be suc-
cessful, says Bayne Mann, president-elect of the Strathcona
Sunrise Rotary Club in the Comox Valley. So far, his members
are behind the project, he said. “We’re going to be voting on it.
We’re in unless there’s something that kicks us out,” he said.
Mann’s club members like to get their hands dirty, so they will

Proposed Strathcona Park Trail Head
to begin at Raven Lodge

Real Estate Development Update See page A3

Photos courtesy Mount Washington Alpine Resort
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Emergency
Services

The emergency services issue is 
enjoying a new life with the Mount
Washington Community Association.

Fire service was slated to be the main
topic on the community association’s agen-
da for its annual general meeting in late
June, MWCA president Al Walker said. “In
partnership with the Regional District of
Comox-Strathcona, the executive of the
Mount Washington Community
Association has been studying ways and
means to provide a fire service on the
mountain,” Walker said.
“We believe the lack of a fire service puts

people and their property at unnecessary
risk.” A previous emergency services pro-
posal was knocked down during a referen-
dum among Mount Washington Resort res-
idents two years ago. People were critical
of the way the referendum was handled,
and how information was disseminated.
The MWCA went back to the drawing

board; the result was the Roycroft Report,
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• Being around the Resort as the 2010
Olympics drew near and meeting the
incredible athletes that stayed at Mount
Washington. Our eldest son (now 16)
trained with some of the world’s best
Nordic skiers and now is aspiring to be on
the Canada Team, with the incredible support
of the Strathcona Nordics he will make it.
• Spectacular sunsets and waking up to
blankets of fresh white snow.
• Watching the Mount Washington Village
grow and expand. Now ten years later it is
not “do we go out for dinner” but “where
do we go?” We have come up in the off
seasons JUST to go out for dinner!
• Being a part of the mountain bike scene
and seeing Mount Washington host several
international mountain bike races.
• The fondues… and the fun with our
many Mount Washington friends that we
now wonder what we would do without.
• Watching the management and staff of
Mount Washington continually prove their
commitment to customer service and mak-
ing us always feel like members of their
family.

The bottom line is that we are so
happy that we made this decision ten
years ago. Aside from having ten years
of fabulous family memories, our
investment has also appreciated way
beyond what we thought it would.
Thanks for selling us our property!

Sincerely,

Mr. and Mrs. Buyer 2005

The View From Here
Too many times we reflect on the past and what we
should have done ten years ago. Perhaps these are your
thoughts ten years from now as you reflect back on your
new purchase at Mount Washington this year.

compiled by Roycroft Consulting Services
for the regional district, which examined
the steps to establish a
fire service program.
The report looked at

four possible courses
of action: a full-time
professional fire dept.,
a part-time force oper-
ated through the
regional district, a fully
volunteer society or
the status quo (to do
nothing at all).
A full-time profes-

sional fire department
was rejected as too
costly, according to
the report. A volunteer society has its mer-
its, however a secure source of funding is
needed. Doing nothing would continue to
leave residents, tourists and staff alike
exposed to a high risk in case of fire.
“Recognition as a service through the

regional district offers the most efficient
and cost-effective method available,‰ the
report states.
The regional district already sanctions fire

departments in six other areas within its
boundaries. A fire department at Mount
Washington could start up with basic fire
services only, such as fire suppression and
prevention, first responder training and
vehicular extraction methods (Jaws of Life).
Walker said the MWCA feels it has come
up with a feasible solution for providing
fire service at the resort, based on the
Roycroft report.
Also at the AGM, the association expect-

ed to formally adopt the name “Mount
Washington Community Association”.

For more information on the MWCA, visit
the website at www.mwcommunity.com.

June 30, 2015

Dear Rick,

I just wanted to thank you
for selling us our property
at Mount Washington ten
years ago. It only seems
like yesterday!!! Memories
can not have prices
attached to them but the

enjoyment we have had with our Mount
Washington home are priceless! Please let
us share.

We were nervous about buying back
then as it was a lot of money. When we left
the lawyer’s office signing the papers, we
looked at each other after and thought,
“what have we done?”

The first winter we spent trying out our
mountain home. We changed some of the
furniture and added pictures. We opened
up that wall that you had suggested and put
in a couple of new windows. Our intention
that first year was to rent it 3 out of 4 week-
ends and stay in it the 4th. We spent EVERY
WEEKEND, all of Christmas and Spring
Break. It was fabulous. Summer we spent a
lot more time then we ever imagined that
we would. There is just so much to do up
there!

The following is some of our highlights
over the past ten years.

• The huge snowfall of 2009 where our
kids were jumping off the peak of the roof
into 9 feet of fresh powder!

www.rickgibson.ca
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• WOOD STOVES & CHIMNEYS

• GAS FIREPLACE SERVICE

• CHIMNEY SWEEPING

• INSTALLATION OF ALL GAS APPLIANCES

• RE-LINING OF WOODSTOVE CHIMNEYS

• HOT TUB SALES AND SERVICE

• BBQs FOR EVERY BUDGET

www.comoxfireplace.com

Looking for real estate that’s a little
more upscale at Mount Washington
Alpine Resort? 
Try Wildwood at Strathcona.

“Wildwood is two clusters of four town-
homes. The first phase will be built this
summer, which will be four units,” said
Rick Gibson, Realtor with Royal LePage in
the Comox Valley. “We’re going for a bit of
an upper-scale market, offering a little bit
more,” Gibson said. 

Wildwood is located on the lower side of
the Nordic Road, just before the intersec-
tion with Henry Road offering views direct-
ly into Strathcona Park. The townhomes
will feature West Coast style design. Each
unit is three levels with lofts and will fea-
ture separate garages for each unit, decks
that are hard-wired and plumbed for hot
tubs, laminate flooring and spectacular
views into Strathcona Park with skiing
access across the street he said.

Price points for Wildwood at Strathcona
are expected to be $440,000 to $460,000.
“We’ve had a lot of preliminary interest so
far. We expect them to sell fairly quickly,”
Gibson said. “Interest is high for town-
homes at Mount Washington, proven by
the success of Parkview Place, built a few
years ago,” he added.

Also coming onto the market is
Newton’s Wynde, a real estate pack-
age planned for Nordic Road just
below Paradise Ridge and Ptarmigan
Ridge developments. 

This development will offer varying den-
sities. “Newton’s Wynde is coming on
stream to fill a void for people looking for
raw  land,” Gibson said, “for single-family
lots and for developers looking to build on
duplex through four-plex lots.”

The Mount
Washington Lodge
project is on hold,
but not forgotten,
says Resort President
Peter Gibson.

Mount Washington
Lodge is a project of
Chris LeFevre, a noted
developer from Victoria
who i s  known for
Middle Beach Lodge,
South  Ches te rman
Beach Homes and Rosie
Bay Estates in Tofino and
the Railyards in Victoria.

The lodge will fea-
ture studios and one and two-bedroom
units and, if it goes ahead, will be the cor-
nerstone of a new village at Mount
Washington. According to LeFevre’s web-
site, the lodge will be built in phases.

The lodge is part of the village core
development program, which has been put
on hold, Mount Washington Alpine Resort
President Peter Gibson said. “Negotiations
are continuing. We’re still hoping to have a
hole in the ground in September,” he said.
“The winter that we’ve had has slowed
down the project, but hasn’t stopped it.”
Gibson said he hoped more information
will be forthcoming in August.

Bear Lodge will soon be open for 
business, exceeding expectations.

“Owners will gain possession of their
suites this summer season and the feedback
has been positive,” says Rick Gibson, real-
tor with Royal LePage in the Comox Valley.

Continued on page A11

Mountain Biking and More
in store for Summer 2005 

The staff at Mount Washington Alpine Resort is looking
forward to the opening of the summer season... a gimmee,
really, after the strange “non-winter” season.

Look for fun of the
two-wheeled vari-
ety as the Resort
teams up with
Norco again for
the VPS Fest. Any
Norco owners can
come up to the
Resort and ride the
mountain bike
trails for free dur-
ing VPS Fest, as
well as try out the

latest in bicycles and other cycling equip-
ment.

Norco provides the Resort's rental bicy-
cles each summer. The VPS Fest will take
place Aug. 20-21. “We'll also be bringing
back our Wednesday night race series,
called “Hump Day”, Resort Public
Relations Director Dave Hampshire said.

Also for this summer, one of the biggest
ATV operators at Whistler is setting up
shop on Mount Washington. Visitors will
be able to tour the mountain and gain a dif-
ferent perspective... this one on four
wheels. Or, take the laid-back route with a
flyfishing trip or a horseback ride.

For the second time in two years, Mount
Washington will host the B.C. Cup Finals in
mountain bike racing, Aug. 27-28. “When
it was all over and done with (last year), it
was deemed one of the very best finals ever
held,” Hampshire said.

The news was reassuring to the moun-
tain families who opened their homes to
racers for the weekend, he said. “Mountain

biking has evolved from where snowboard-
ing was 15 years ago, where it was a fringe
activity,” Hampshire noted, “to now being
a very much family-oriented sport. It’s
going to be a much bigger revenue earner
for us in the future.”

Whistler is already seeing this trend,
Hampshire said, the Lower Mainland
Resort makes more money in the summer
than in the winter, and a big portion is from
mountain biking. Mount Washington is
also answering that trend. 

Continued on page A11

UpdateReal Estate Development

The increased popularity in mountain
biking has helped Mount Washington
grow its summer business operations.

Photo courtesy Mount Washington

Photo: Susan Quinn

Artist’s conception of Mount Washington
Lodge and the surrounding village core.



The Vancouver Island Mountain Sport
Society and Spirit of B.C. Communities
Committee have submitted a $3.2 mil-
lion proposal to Legacies Now to fund
a premier Nordic Training Centre at
Mount Washington.

“The application went in just before the
election and includes amenities to the
Park, a Mountain Sports Centre, hostel for
accommodations and half a million dollars
in trail and electrical upgrades to facilitate
high-end competition,” said Don Sharpe,
Resort Director, Business Services. “We
have yet to hear back, but we’ve been
hearing positive overtones,” he said.
The V.I. Mountain Sport Society has taken

over the Training Centre bid from Mount
Washington in order to take advantage of
grant opportunities. “The more we got into
the project the more we realized this is
more of a community issue than a moun-
tain issue. It makes sense,” Sharpe said.
“We as a company may not be able to
access government funding for Olympic
initiatives that the society can.”
The project, which Mount Washington

hopes will draw international-calibre ath-
letes to train in anticipation of the 2010
Olympics, has received community sup-
port up and down Vancouver Island.
“We consider the community to be all of

Vancouver Island,” Sharpe said. A Resort
contingent attended the Vancouver Island
Association for Coastal Communities in
Courtenay last spring, and community-
wide support for a Mount Washington
Training Centre was unparalleled, he said.
“There was a motion put to the floor to
endorse the concept and it was passed
unanimously.” 

From a Comox Valley perspective, the
Mountain Sport Society and Spirit of B.C.
Communities Committee have made pre-
sentations to all municipal councils, Rotary
clubs and other service groups, and Sharpe
said he is encouraged by the feedback he is
hearing. “Everyone thought it was a won-
derful idea and ‘carry on’,” he said. Sharpe
said he hopes to hear an answer on the
Legacies Now proposal before the end of
summer. 
If the project is given the go-ahead, they

might be able to break ground before the
mountain’s building envelope closes in
September. If not, they will solidify their
plans through the winter and break ground
in the spring of 2006.
In the meantime, the community commit-

tee has started to focus its energy how to
lure international teams to the new training
centre. The committee met late in June to
discuss a cohesive strategy: members want
to create a targeted message, and find
teams that might have a link to Vancouver
Island. The committee is contemplating
sending a group to the World Cup event at
Silver Star next winter to talk to interna-
tional athletes.
The committee is also poised to create a

website highlighting local Olympic initia-
tives. “We’e in the process right now of
deciding who will get the contract and then
we’ll go and develop the website,” Sharpe
said.
The community committee was active last

winter, organizing a welcome home event
for Olympic silver medallist rower Tom
Herschmiller, and a countdown event at
Simms Millennium Park in Courtenay to
mark the halfway point to the 2010
Olympics.
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Olympic Legacy... A New
Mountain Sports Centre?

Banding Hummingbirds... 
No Small Task!

High up on the balcony of a chalet 
in the Alpine Village at Mount Wash-
ington, while dawn breaks colorfully
over Strathcona Park, Rufus 
hummingbirds congregate hungrily 
at a feeder. 

Unbeknownst to the birds, a team of vol-
unteer naturalists watch patiently as the
fleeting birds ascend into a special feeder. 

The naturalists are the Walker family,
and every two weeks during the humming-
bird season, mother Sue Walker bands the
birds as a research project. 

A certain number of hummingbirds are
banded every year so naturalists can track
their migratory patterns. The birds that Sue
Walker bands have been found to migrate
to Mexico for the winter. 

Walker has two impressive backers who
have taught her the art of bird banding.

Cam Finlay is a master bander, and his wife
is a naturalist who received the Order of
Canada while working in Alberta. “He’s
(Finlay) a very important person in all our
lives,” Walker said. “We used to live down
the street from them; they became hon-
orary grandparents for the boys. 

“Cam decided I should be the one band-
ing birds up here.” Walker has a permit, but
isn’t allowed to band hummingbirds with-
out a master birder present. She and her
family have been banding birds for the past
three years: in 2004 they banded 134 (only
one male) and recorded another 724 “visi-
tors” (birds that aren’t captured). 

Continued on page A10

Photo: Susan Quinn

Shown above: The tools of the trade in
hummingbird banding, a delicate art in
itself.
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ANDREW A. BRYANT
Scientific Advisor, 
Marmot Recovery Foundation 

I'm often asked how Vancouver Island
marmots differ from other marmots,
or why they are endangered when
other marmots are so commonly
found at places as diverse as Whistler,
Mannning Provincial Park or the
south Okanagan.  It's a good question.

The basic facts are easily described.  As
the scientific name suggests, Marmota van-
couverensis lives only on Vancouver
Island, but it is related to other marmot
species just as black bears are related to
grizzly bears and polar bears.  There are 14
recognizable marmot species in the world,

of which four species live in Canada
(Hoary marmots, Yellow-bellied marmots,
Woodchucks and Vancouver Island mar-
mots).  Just as with bears, Vancouver Island
marmots are easily distinguished by their
unusual fur; no other marmot has their rich
dark chocolate fur colour.  

In some ways Vancouver Island marmots
are pretty typical. Like all marmots they
live in burrows, eat grasses and flowers,
hibernate during winter, live a long life (8
years is not uncommon) and reproduce
infrequently (females achieve sexual matu-
rity at age 3 or 4, and thereafter produce lit-
ters of 3-5 pups every two years). But in
some respects Vancouver Island marmots
are pretty unusual, and the reasons for this
are interesting.  

A5

Geography, History and the 
Vancouver Island Marmot

Natural habitat conditions on Vancouver
Island are very different from those on the
B.C. mainland or elsewhere -- specifically,
good patches of habitat tend to be much
smaller and more widely scattered.
Geography and post-ice-age forest growth
are the fundamental reasons why.  But nat-
ural habitat restriction has done more than
make marmots rare. It has shaped their
genetics, behaviour and ecology. That’s
why I like to describe Vancouver Island
marmots as “typical marmots...only more so”.  

Marmots have responded to habitat
scarcity by developing strong dispersal
behavior -- we've watched some marmots
travel over 20-30 km to reach a new habi-
tat patch and find a new mate. Other mar-
mots commonly need to travel only a few
kilometres to re-colonize sites where
extinction occurred, or “rescue” colonies
that aren’t doing well.  

McConochie’sMcConochie’s
Furniture & Appliances (1974) Ltd.

“Serving the Comox Valley for 42 Years”

The Look of Better Performance.

Reasons To Buy FRIGIDAIRE Front Load Laundry...

• We offer ‘Pay No Interest’ Plans • We do not charge a fee for no interest plans

• We are Locally Owned • We will not be undersold!

434 - 5th Street, Courtenay   I   Open Monday to Saturday 9 - 5:30 I 338-8114

• USES 30% LESS WATER ~ Saves over 15 gallons per load.
• AUTOMATIC WATER FILL

~ Adjusts the water level to the size of the load automatically.
• SPIN SPEED ~ Up to 950RPM allows for greater water extraction, 

thereby allowing less dry time.
• AUTOMATIC DISPENSER ~ Uses 60% less detergent, bleach

and fabric softener, dispensing each at just the right time in the wash cycle.
• INSTALLATION OPTIONS ~ Stack it, Stow it or leave it alone.
• ADVANCED RINSING TECHNOLOGY ~For a cleaner wash.
• PRICED FROM $1199 FOR THE PAIR!

Onslo strikes 
a pose

Photo: Susan Quinn

HELP SAVE THE VANCOUVER ISLAND MARMOT!
Name _______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City ____________________________ Prov ________________________________

Country ________________________  Postal Code __________________________

I’d like to help our Marmots with a tax-creditable donation. Please accept my gift of:

❑ $25 ❑ $50  ❑ $100  ❑ other
Sign me up! I want to join the Adoption Club: ❑ $120 for one year, OR
Per month: ❑ $10 ❑ $15  ❑ $20  ❑ $25
I authorize the Marmot Recovery Foundation to deduct the above amount from my chequing
account monthly. (I have enclosed a blank cheque marked VOID for processing purposes.)

Signature ________________________________________
YOUR GUARANTEE: You can change or cancel your pledge at any time.

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

❑ Cheque payable to: Marmot Recovery Foundation

❑ Visa  ❑ Mastercard

Card # ______________________ Expiry Date __________

Signature ____________________________________________

Marmot Recovery Foundation   www.marmots.org 
Box 2332, Station A, Nanaimo, B.C., Canada V9R 6X6  Fax: 250-753-8070

Registered Charity #
88998 0629 RR0001

✂

Vancouver Island marmots also differ in
social characteristics. In contrast to other
species, Vancouver Island marmots rarely
fight, juveniles from different families play
together and sometimes they even “camp
out overnight” with the neighbours.
Researchers have described them as the
most social of the world's marmots, making
them great fun to study as a result! I think
this is the predictable result of an evolu-
tionary history that regularly forced resi-
dent marmots to accept strangers into their
midst.  

Continued on page A10

Onslo: Captive-born male released at Haley
Lake Ecological Reserve in July 2004, photo
taken on 13 May 2005. In 2005 the captive-
breeding program resulted in 13 litters of 
pups. The plan is to release 10-15 captive-
born marmots each year.

All images are copyright Andrew A. Bryant
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A GENTLER TIME, Antiques Etc. (Corner
5th & Duncan) Renowned for its stunning
window displays and excellent prices, col-
lectors, interior decorators and returning
visitors make it a priority to shop here first.
Quality heirlooms & one-of-a-kind collect-
ables, specially handpicked for the store
arrrive daily. Hours 10 - 5, Sundays 12 - 4.

ATLAS CAFE is a global experience with a
world of choices! ATLAS serves fresh and
innovative cuisine for breakfast, lunch and
dinner. Diners will appreciate the warm
and inviting vibe and we feature fresh
desserts, espressos, juices, kids menu and
nightly specials. ATLAS CAFE is licensed
and non-smoking.

CIBC WOOD GUNDY is proud to support
skiing through sponsorship of the
Strathcona Nordics and their Childrens
Learn to Ski program. For more informa-
tion, please call Rick Morson at 703-
5383.

The COMOX VALLEY ART GALLERY is
hardly recognizable in its new home at 580
Duncan Avenue in Downtown Courtenay.
Recently relocated from its home of over
20 years on Fourth Street, the Gallery now
features four exhibition spaces – the Public
Gallery, an Arts and Crafts Gallery, a twen-
ty four hour Window Gallery and the
Students’ Gallery - with work for or by stu-
dents.
Adjacent to the Gallery, the Gallery Shop

continues to offer a wide selection of high
quality hand crafted works ranging from
jewellery and glass to wood turning and

The Comox Valley
is looking forward
to your visit!
Make sure to check out the
Comox Valley on your visit to
Mount Washington. You’ll
find great places to enjoy a
meal, find that special gift or
to be entertained.

The Comox Valley offers everything
from dynamic urban culture, retail,
dining and entertainment to charming
rural accommodations, galleries, shops
and attractions. Be sure to visit
Courtenay, Comox, Cumberland and
the beautiful rural areas that surround
these communities. Explore one of
our many municipal and regional
parks, greenways and beach walks,
discover our past at four fascinating
museums, or golf and ski in the same
day! All this, and more are yours to
discover in the Comox Valley.

STAY & PLAY...
--

- -

Antiques, Etc.
308 Fifth Street

Downtown Courtenay

334-4676

A6

Wood, glass, silver, 
pottery & more!

G A L L E R Y  S H O P

580 Duncan Avenue
DOWNTOWN COURTENAY

Tel: 250-338-6211

New location across
from the library!

many solutions. one stop.

Innovative human resource services 
for the tourism and construction sectors

For more information call 334-9823

GT Hiring Solutions Inc.
211-2270 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, BC 

The new Comox Valley Art Gallery features a Public Gallery, a Students’ Gallery
and a Gift Shop featuring Vancouver Island artists and artisans.
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SHOP & DINE!

pottery. The new shop is bright, easy to
move around in - and air conditioned!
New work arrives on a daily basis – a
delightful selection for the discerning
buyer.

Over the summer months, the Gallery
and Gallery Shop are open Monday to
Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm. Admission to the
Gallery is by donation.

Vibrant, eclectic, fun and unique . . .
DOWNTOWN COURTENAY has a classic
charm that is not often found, and well-
worth the visit! From cozy bookshops to
cutting edge fashion, fresh flowers to hand-
made chocolates, antique treasurers to fos-
sil discovery tours, DOWNTOWN
COURTENAY has something for everyone.
Add to this a wide range of restaurants, a
fabulous museum, theatre, cinema, parks, a
new art gallery and more.

FINE AUDIO is an Audio & Home Threatre
store specializing in quality, affordable sys-
tems and components along with real serv-
ice. We select our products carefully with
price and performance in mind. If you
love music, you will love FINE AUDIO.

GRANT THORNTON Hiring Solutions Inc.
provides human resource services to the
tourism and construction sectors.
Services include: Landings, a tourism mid-
management hiring service; Destinations,
BC's largest tourism employment place-
ment service; HardHats, trades training
and employment service. Other services
include job fairs and psycho-metric assess-
ments and job benchmarking.
For more information go to
www.GTHiringSolutions.ca.

MID ISLAND GIFTS at our brighter, larger
location at the Comox Valley Air Terminal -
YQQ, we continue to offer many local

products, souvenirs and artwork. Always
something new, open 7 days a week.
www.midislandgifts.com 339-0332

Discover the ultimate in relaxed comfort at
PENNY TYME FASHIONS. This outlet of
fashion, features wash and wear suedes,
the latest fashions from Canada and
Europe, Tommy Bahama silks and much
more. Make time for Penny Tyme Fashions
- your FIRST stop for affordable, quality - 
timeless lifestyle fashions!

ROBERT A COUTURE LTD.
Fine European, International and Canadian
designs - The best in clothes and service.

THE RIDING FOOL HOSTEL is a Tourism
B.C. Approved heritage property in historic
downtown Cumberland. This boutique
hostel offers a full range of amernities and
has been described as "quality accommo-
dation for the independent adventurer!"

TITA'S MEXICAN RESTAURANT A seasonal-
ly changing menu of gourmet Mexican cui-
sine inspired by the freshest local produce
and seafood. Incredible fresh fruit margaritas.
Warm and friendly service . Gorgeous gar-
den patio. Healthy kid's menu. TITA'S is
open 7 days a week , 11:30 a.m. weekdays
serving lunch, dinner and 10:00 a.m. for
weekend brunches.

TULIO's CASITA offers Fine Dining with a
Mediterranean flavour. Family owned and
operated, TULIO's has been serving the
Comox Valley for over 25 years. To enjoy
their specialties of Steak, Schnitzel, Seafood
or Lamb at your favourite table, call your
Host Teresa at 338-6031 for a reservation.
Open for dinner Tuesday to Saturday, 625
Cliffe Avenue - at 6th in beautiful downtown
Courtenay.

VALHALLA PURE OUTFITTERS are
Canada's "MOUNTAIN SPORTS"
Specialists! They pride themselves on having
the BEST gear from the BEST brands at the
BEST prices - Guaranteed!
They feature ~Valhalla Pure~ outdoor cloth-
ing, made right here in B.C. , plus they have
an amazing selection of outdoor clothing,
footwear, backpacks, climbing equipment
and travel accessories and have just added
telemark and backcountry ski gear to their
offerings. Let it snow! 
VALHALLA PURE OUTFITTERS ... for the
adventure! All locations open every day!

Come and
browse our
selection of

local products,
souvenirs and

art work.

Open 7 days a week.

Tel. 250-339-0332www.midislandgifts.comwww.midislandgifts.com

At the Comox 
Valley Airport

Mid Island GiftsMid Island Gifts

with the best
in comfortable, 
quality clothing.

Conveniently located 
in dowtown 
Courtenay.

442-D Duncan Ave., Courtenay   Tel: 250-334-2447

A Unique Boutique... 

The BEST Gear at the BEST Prices - Guaranteed!
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The gear is here.The gear is here.

www.vpo.cawww.vpo.ca

Designer 
& European

F A S H I O N S

250-338-7333
360 Fifth Street, Courtenay

A7

Open 7 days a week, lunch,
dinner and weekend brunch.

Ltd.

Fine Cuisine
Steaks - Seafood - Schnitzel
Fully Licensed Dining Room

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

PH: 338-6031
8 -625 CLIFFE AVENUE

COURTENAY, BC

The new Comox
Valley Art
Gallery, which
was formerly the
Courtenay Fire
Hall, is located
just across the
street from the
Courtenay
Library on 6th
Street.

Photos: Neil Havers

Looking for things to do 
in the Comox Valley?
Complete lists are are 
available at these web sites:
www.comoxvalleychamber.com 
www.comox-valley-tourism.ca

Looking for a place to stay
on Mount Washington?

Check our searchable data base and
find the condo, townhouse or chalet

that suits your needs and budget.

www.mtwashington
accommodation.com
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2005 HIKE 
AND BIKE
TRAIL GUIDE

Sun-Thurs 11 to 11 Fri-Sat 11 to Midnight

132 Port Augusta, Comox, BC

339 5030

PUB at the MARINA

See
you

at the..

273 Sixth Street, Courtenay

Expect the best.

Sasquatch sighting in northern Manitoba in April has
renewed interest in the hairy beast’s existence on the West
Coast,and specifically, Mount Washington. 

While there has never been any hard evidence that Sasquatch is
real, there are many believers: including one regular visitor to
Mount Washington who declined to be named. Shown is a rare
photo of possibly an albino sasquatch or one who possibly has not
shed his or her winter coat yet. The jury is still out on this. 

The Sasquatch, or Bigfoot, is part of the Coast Salish people’s
beliefs, according to a 2004 article in The Martlet. The term is
derived from the Salish “se’sxac”, which means “wild men”. To these
First Nations people, the Sasquatch was considered an animal, sim-
ilar to a cougar, bear or wolverine — and not human. 

The first sighting of Sasquatch in the Comox Valley area was in
April 1905, when the Victoria Colonist newspaper reported that
native peoples between Union Bay and Comox shot at what they
thought was a bear digging on the beach.   Continued on page A10

Sasquatch Update
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Who has’t been amazed at the sight
of someone standing patiently on the
outdoor patio at Fat Teddy’s while a
Whiskey Jack saucily perches on an
outstretched hand, accepting a snack.
Or stopping for a picnic only to have one
of these ‘camp robbers’ snatch a delicacy
from your picnic basket?

The Whiskey Jack (or Gray Jay, as it is
also known) isn’t the only wildlife to be
found at Mount Washington Alpine Resort.
One day Resort President Peter Gibson put
a crock pot out on the second-storey deck
at what was then his home in the Alpine
Village. “There was a roast in the pot,” he
said. Suddenly, he spotted three small, dog-
like creatures that at first he thought were
wolverines, chomping on the roast. “I
thought I’d found wolverines; I was excit-

ed, because they’re supposed to be
extinct.” However, they weren’t wolver-
ines, although Gibson can’t recall what
they were. “I haven’t seen them since I
lived on the hill, but they’re still around,”
he said. “There are pine martens, too,” he
added.

Here are some other birds and wildlife
one can expect to see at Mount
Washington: Marmots Staff at the Marmot
Recovery Centre at Mount Washington are
excited with the news that a new litter, pos-
sibly two, has been born in the wild. This is
positive news for a species facing extinc-
tion Black Bears Bears are a common
sight on the roadside of Strathcona
Parkway during the spring and early sum-
mer. Many local tourists make
the drive up to the main lodge
just to see if they can spot a
bear. Cougars “You won’t
see a cougar, you won’t see a
wolf, but they are there,”
Gibson said. Bald Eagles
and Golden Eagles Majestic
when they are soaring high
above the trees, the eagles are
also a threat to baby marmots
and other small creatures.
Ravens “The raven is very

Coastal Cruising Adventures aboard the

MV Uchuck III
FRIENDLY COVE   VISIT BC'S BIRTH PLACE!
Wednesdays & Saturdays, June 11~September 17  Depart Gold River: 10 am

Adults: $60 • Children (7-12): $25 (with adults) • Under 6: Free  • Seniors: $55

KYUQUOT ADVENTURE
Overnight trip departs Thursdays, includes dinner & accommodations. 
Single: $260  Dbl: $395 • Child (7-12 years): $100

ZEBALLOS ADVENTURE
Overnight trip departs Mondays, inc, breakfast, accommodations 
and a stop at Friendly Cove. 
Single: $215  Dbl: $335 • Child (7-12 years): $65

Reservations Required

250-283-2515

www.mvuchuck.com

Cruise the West
Coast onboard the
MV Uchuck III
The MV Uchuck III is a coastal 
passenger and freight vessel that 
provides numerous services to 
ports-of-call in Nootka, 
Esperanza and Kyuquot Sound.

Watch the day-to-day events of a working
coastal vessel as the M.V. Uchuck III plies

the historical waterways of Nootka Sound.
Explore the shores and waterways of isolat-
ed inlets and view the variety of wildlife
that awaits you around each corner. The
areas traveled by the M.V. Uchuck III are
rich in history.  A day trip to spectacular
Friendly Cove, better known as the birth-
place of British Columbia, is a must to see
on everybody’s travel list.  If you desire a
longer voyage try our two-day adventure
trips to Zeballos and Kyuquot. Here the
M.V. Uchuck III goes about delivering
cargo to isolated marine out posts.  If you

are looking for something different then the
norm, these trips are for you!  
Located at its homeport in Gold River, the

M.V. Uchuck III is your ticket to relax and
enjoy the beauty of the West Coast. Our
friendly crew and staff will make your visit
a memorable one.

To contact us: 
(250) 283 2325 or (250) 283 2515
On the web: www.mvuchuck.com
Email: info@mvuchuck.com
Reservations on all voyages are required.

COASTLINE 
BROADCASTING LTD.

is a locally owned and operated
digital broadcast Cablevision 

system serving Mount Washington.

2     Program Guide
3 CBC North
4 Mount Washington Real Estate
5 ABC KOMO Seattle
6 CBS KIRO Seattle
7 KVOS Bellingham
8 ITV
9 NBC - King
10 Mount Washington

Community Channel
11 FOX-KCPQ Seattle
12 BCTV Vancouver
13 TSN Toronto
14 TBS
15 The Learning Channel
16 YTV Toronto
17 WGN Chicago
18 Knowledge Network
20 Super Channel (Pay TV)
21 Movie Max (Pay TV)
22 TFC Family Channel 
23 CHVU
24 CH
25 Much Music
26 WSBK
27 CBUT
28 CBMT
29 CTV
30 CNN
31 KCTS PBS Seattle
32 CMT
33 CNN Headline News
34 A&E
35 Discovery
36 CBC Newsworld
37 Prime
38 Outdoor Life (Pay TV)
39 Sportsnet (Pay TV)
40 Extreme Sports (Pay TV)
41 Space (Pay TV)
42 Speedvision (Pay TV)
43 History (Pay TV)

✂

much a part of the mountain,” Gibson said.
“You get that sound at night that’s like a
cluck-cluck-cluck.” Raven Lodge was also
named for the mystical creature.
Hummingbirds Rufus Hummingbirds are
prevalent in the meadows during late June
and July, helping to pollinate wildflowers.
Squirrels Squirrels are sometimes spotted
among the trees around the Mount
Washington buildings. Woodpeckers
Often heard before they are seen, wood-
peckers tap into dead trees for their supper.
White-tailed Ptarmigan Strathcona
Park is home to a small number of
Vancouver Island white-tailed ptarmigan. A
mottled lichen color in the summer and
white in the winter, the ptarmigan nests in
the alpine under shrubs and have been
spotted near the peaks of Mount

Washington and Mount Albert
Edward.
Deer White-tailed deer can
often be seen munching on the
vegetation on the side of the
road in the lower elevations,
and may surprise a hiker or two
in the alpine meadows.
Sasquatch Well, the jury’s still
out on this cryptozoological
creature, but rumor has it he’s
been prowling around Paradise
Meadows!

The Wild Side of Mount Washington
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Marmots
continued from page A5

It is therfore only half-jokingly that I
describe Canada's most endangered mam-
mal as a truly "Canadian" kind of species.

From a low population ebb of 70 indi-
viduals in 1998, I am pleased to report that
the world now has at least 130 individuals,
and populations are growing. Due to the
efforts of the government, the Marmot
Recovery Foundation, companies such as
Mount Washington Alpine Resort, and indi-
viduals from around the world, I believe
the prognosis for saving this unique species
is very good indeed. So, if you're out and
about on the mountain this summer and
happen to encounter a marmot, consider
this:  you have not only seen something
that few people have seen. You have
encountered a fascinating example of how
animals respond to history and geography.

For more information, please visit our 
website at www.marmots.org

NEWS IN BRIEF  Who says the rental
market was soft this past winter? A certain
Sue is driving a posh two seater Mercedes
Sports Car.

Hummingbird Banding
continued from page A4

Also in 2004, she recaptured a bird that
had been banded in 2001 and 2003. “I
thought that was really exciting,” she said. 

Banding takes place at 5:30 a.m. The
Walkers have a feeder with a trap that
allows the birds to feed before a net is
dropped. “We very quickly and carefully
work with the bird. We wrap a little blan-
ket around it,” Walker explains. “I try and
take their measurements in less than a
minute.” 

They use handmade banding pliers that
are made so they can’t accidently clip the
birds’ legs. The miniscule leg bands are alu-
minum and their codes are recorded along
with the sex and age of the bird. 

“This is very good information for people
all up and down the western coast,” she
said. The oldest known hummingbird is
eight years 11 months (recorded in the
United States). 
While Sue Walker holds the banding per-

mit, the process is very much a family
affair: sons Andy and Darien feed and
release the birds from the trap feeder. Other
son Stewart looks after the traps. Neighbor
Kindle Parsons acts as a recorder. 
“Our scientific station downstairs is very

quiet and very respectful of the birds. It’s an
unbelievably excellent opportunity for the
boys,” Walker said. 
“It’s quite an art form. Sometimes it’s so

busy we end up having four, five, six birds
lined up at once.” 

Sasquatch
continued from page A8

The “bear” straightened up, yelled and ran
into the woods — on two feet. The article
noted that the “bear” was digging for
clams. 

According to the Martlet article, many
Sasquatch sightings are in and around
Strathcona Park, which is densely forested
and largely uninhabited. Reports of unex-
plained nocturnal screams abound, and
15-inch-long tracks were discovered in
1988 that Sasquatch experts say could only
be made by Bigfoot. 
The latest sighting, in northern Manitoba,

comes from a man living in remote Norway
House. The man claims a fuzzy video he
took earlier in the spring is Bigfoot. The
video is just under three minutes long,
according to a report by Canadian Press,
and people who have watched the video
say it shows a large, hairy creature walking
upright in the Nelson River. 
The Mount Washington visitor, a self-pro-

claimed Sasquatch groupie, claims
Battleship Lake would be ideal habitat for
the Bigfoot. And despite the numbers of
people who hike into the area in Paradise
Meadows every summer, Sasquatches are
so adept at camouflage this human pres-
ence wouldn’t matter, the visitor said. 
And who knows what the migration pat-

terns are with Sasquatch? If his stride is as
long as experts claim, it is not inconceiv-
able that he winters over in Manitoba and
wanders back to Strathcona Park in the
summer. 

For up to date Properties For Sale 
see Channel 4 on Mount Washington.

Cablevision on 
Mount Washington!

Access to 35+ channels plus movie 
channels (for an additional cost).

Interested in Cable Internet access on
Mount Washington? Send us an e-mail 

at coastline@cablerocket.com

Visual Sound Store
Ph (250) 338-5177  Fax 334 0235

8A 625 Cliffe Avenue,
Courtenay, B.C.

Onslo and Haida

Onslo and Haida: Mmale and female released
at Haley Lake Ecological Reserve in July 2004,
photo taken on 13 May 2005. These are the
first marmots to inhabit this natural habitat
since the colony became extinct in 1999.

NEWS IN BRIEF Mount Washington Public Relations Director Dave Hampshire certainly
had a busy snow season, if not too many others did. Not only was Hampshire the Resort’s
face in the news, he also became a fa ther !  Joseph Hampshire arrived just as the resort
enjoyed the most snow it had all year, after it was “officially” closed. Mom, Dad and baby
are all doing well.

Hampshire is spending his off-season touring with the band Trooper, doing lighting for
their road shows.
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THE MARMOT Premier Business Directory

A Gentler Time  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-4676
Alpine Accommodations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-837-4663 or 703-9636
Anco Motel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-393-2200 or 334-2451
Atlas Cafe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-9838
Black Fin Pub  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-5030
Brian Scott Fine Art  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 337-1941
Brown's Bay Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287-3521
Campbell River Subaru  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286-9676
Cape Lazo Resort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-3946
Chalet 9 & 21  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 390-0266
CIBC Wood Gundy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-5380
Coastal Community Credit Union  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-4100
Coast Westerly Hotel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-668-7797or 338-7741
Comox Fireplace and Patio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-8522
Comox Valley Airport - YQQ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 890-0829
Comox Valley Art Gallery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-6211
Comox Valley Chamber & Visitor Info  . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-357-4471 or 334-3234
Comox Valley Floor Centre  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897-1166
Comox Valley Sports and Aquatic Centres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-9622
Deer Lodge at Mount Washington  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-845-4499 or 338-4383
Downtown Courtenay Business Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 890-0519
Fanny Bay Seafood Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 335-1198
Fine Audio Ltd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 338-4398
Gibson Kelly & Ives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2416 
Grant Thornton Job Placements Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-9823
Havers Design  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2844
Hymax Charters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 266-0147
Island Air Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897-4433
Island Building Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-5399
Island Publishers Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-2460
Kingfisher Oceanside Resort & Spa . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-663-7929 or 338-1323
Kitty Coleman Woodland Gardens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-6901
McConochie's Furniture & Appliance Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-8114
Maintenance and More  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-9709
Marmot Recovery Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-4-MARMOT
Mid Island Gifts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-0332
Milner Gardens and Woodlands  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 752-8573
Mountain City Cycle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-0084
Mount Washington Alpine Resort  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-231-1499 or 338-1386
Newton’s Wynde at Mount Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5724
Nootka Sound Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283-2515
Peak Accommodations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-866-826-7325or 897-3851
Penny Tyme Fashions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2447
Plates Eatery & Catering Co.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-8087
Rick Gibson, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-1723
Robert A Couture Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-7333
Saunders Subaru  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-898-9911 or 474-2211
Ski & Surf Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-8844
Solarus Sauna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1-800-651-7968 
Strathcona Park Lodge & Outdoor Education Centre  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286-3122
The Riding Fool Hostel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 336-8250 or 1-888-313-3665
Three Point Motors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-490-9844 or 753-1444
Tita's Mexican Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-8033
Toscanos Fine Italian Cuisine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 890-7575
Travelodge Courtenay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-795-9486 or 334-4491
Tulio's Casita Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-6031
Valhalla Pure Outfitters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-3963 or 1-888-551-1859
Visual Sound Store . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-5177

Thanks to these Visitor InfoCentres for distributing The Marmot 
Campbell River 287-4636  /  www.visitorinfo.incampbellriver.com

Comox Valley 1-888-357-4471/334-3234  /  www.comox-valley-tourism.ca

Cumberland 1-866-301-INFO/336-8313  /  www.cumberlandbc.org

Duncan-Cowichan 1-888-303-3337/746-4636  /  www.duncancc.bc.ca

Nanaimo 1-800-663-7337/756-0106  /  www.tourismnanaimo.com

Parksville 248-3613  /  www.chamber.parksville.bc.ca

Qualicum Beach 752-9532 /  www.qualicum.bc.ca

West Shore (Victoria) 1-877-912-1780/478-1130  /  www.westshore.bc.ca

Saanich Peninsula    656-0525  /  www.spcoc.org

Let them know you found them in The Marmot!

Mountain Biking & More
continued from page A3

Last year the Resort expanded its mountain
bike terrain to include that for beginners
and intermediate riders; in the past the
steep terrain that came off the Eagle Express
was only accessible to expert riders. 

In the summer of 2004 Mount
Washington was the only resort in North
America to run a six-seat lift just for moun-
tain bikes (The Hawk), with a special carri-
er on each chair. The Hawk will be open to
bikers again this summer.

While mountain biking continues to
grow, so do the festivals that Mount
Washington presents in the summer.

The popular fests are back: sixth annual
Beer Fest July 16, seventh annual Alpine
Wine Fest August 6 and the High on
Chocolate “tasteful” event August 13.
“We’ve sold out (for High on Chocolate)
two years in a row,” Hampshire said. 

Families will no doubt flock to the hill
for annual Canada Day celebrations July 1
and the Save-On-Foods family picnic, July
23, too.

The Eagle chairlift will be open for
tourists wanting a mile-high experience
and unprecedented views of Georgia Strait,
and this summer the resort is offering
Sunday brunch at the idyllic Raven Lodge
as well as Musical Sundays: live music in
front of the courtyard from 2-4 p.m. every
Sunday from July 3 to Sept. 4.

The summer season wraps up October
10 with the Resort's popular food bank
fundraiser, where people can take free rides
on the scenic chairlift with any non-perish-
able food donation.

Major Summer Grooming
Mount Washington Alpine Resort will

spent upwards of $200,000 on summer
grooming this year. “We’re proposing giv-
ing the mountain a haircut,” Resort
President Peter Gibson explained.

In the past couple of years the resort has
concentrated on cutting lift lines and bike
trails with minimal grooming. Meanwhile,
the vegetation on some of the trails has
grown. The Resort will spend $125,000
recontouring some of the terrain, with pos-
sibly another $65,000 in cleaning up trails.

The Resort was already committed to a
$200,000 upgrade to its sewage treatment
plant under its regular maintenance pro-
gram. “We‚ll make sure our treatment sys-
tem is working and meeting regulations,”
Gibson said. “We respect the people who
are downstream and we want to make sure
our standards are maintained.”

New Trail Head
continued from page A1

However, he cautioned that the project
might have to happen in phases. The Coast
Sustainability Fund has a maximum of
$100,000 for grants; The trail work and
trail head will cost an estimated $200,000,
and a Visitors’ Centre would be another
$200,000. “Regardless of whether we get
the sustainability grant or not, we still need
donations,” he said.

The need for a new trail head was under-
scored last year after the road was paved to
Raven Lodge. Hikers used to park their cars
on the side of the gravel road in order to
use the old trail head, which was located
near the old Nordic Lodge. When Raven
Lodge was built, an 800-metre bark mulch
trail was created by the Resort to give the
public access to the old trail head, but
everyone agreed that trail head was incon-
venient, Smith said.

Mount Washington Alpine Resort donat-
ed land worth $156,000 for the trail head.
Smith said he hoped the project would
receive funding approval by the end of
June, so construction of the trail head could
be completed by the fall of 2005.

For more information on the trail head
project or to donate to the effort, contact
Smith at (250) 337-2405 or e-mail him at
andy.smith@gov.bc.ca. Tax receipts will be
written for donations over $100.

Real Estate Developments
continued from page A3

“Bear Lodge is half sold out of the 59
units,” he said. “It’s finished and the com-
ments from buyers is that the finishing has
exceeded their expectations. “The colors
and furniture packages and finishing details
are more than buyers expected.” he said.

The units are in one, two and three-bed-
room configurations and have a rustic
lodge look and feel. “Phase 2 (Bear Lodge)
looks like night and day.” says designer
Sharon Thielmann of Objects of Desire
Designs in Vancouver. Thielmann designed
the interiors of both Deer and Bear lodges.
“It’s a much better building in my estima-
tion, and the furnishing package looks real-
ly, really good.”

Bear Lodge is the twin to Deer Lodge,
which was completed in 1996. The main
difference between Bear and Deer lodges is
that Bear has been built with cutting-edge
rain screen technology, which protects
against possible envelope issues. “There’s a
few features Appia is talking about patent-
ing,” Gibson said.

Photo: Susan Quinn

Photo: Susan Quinn
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M O U N T  W A S H I N G T O N

O N  M T .  W A S H I N G T O N  

CONDOMINIUMS

BLUEBERRY HILLBLUEBERRY HILL

Features Include:
• Elevator Access 
• Spectacular Views of
Strathcona Park and the Ski Runs
• Drive To Access with 
Above & Underground Parking 
• Propane Fireplaces 
• Convenient Location to all
amenities 
• Furnished units ready to go 
• Ski Storage Room off the
Lobby with separate lockers for
renters 

#103, 2 bedroom on the first floor,
Strathcona Park view                     $229,900

#118, 2 bedroom and spa room on the first
floor, ski runs and Strathcona Park view

$235,000

#208, 3 bedroom on the second floor,
views of the ski runs                      $274,900

#201, 3 bedroom SPECTACULAR Park and 
Ski Run facing location on the second floor

$324,900

Features Include:
• Outdoor Swimming Pool,
Sauna & Hot Tub 
• Elevator Access
• Drive To Access with 
Underground Parking 
• Propane Fireplaces 
• Ski Storage Room off Lobby 
• Kitchens with 4 Appliances 
• Full Size Washer & Dryer in 
each unit 
• Convenient Location
to all Amenities 
• Mountain & Strathcona 
Park Views

3 bedroom, fully furnished,  
facing Strathcona Park.              $299,900

Features Include:
• One Bedroom Apartments located
on paved Henry Road 
• Apartments are Furnished 
• Drive To Access  
• Propane Fireplaces 
• Self-contained Kitchens 
• Ski Storage Lockers off Lobby  
• Breathtaking Mountain Views 
• Convenient Location to 
Ski Lifts and Strathcona Prov. Park.

1 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Mount Washington. From $134,500

OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL!

Features Include:
• Drive to Access with Under
Building Parking
• Elevator Access 
• Fully Furnished
• Propane Fireplace
• Sauna & Hot Tub
• 200 feet from the loading 
area of the Green Chair 
• Easy access to Nordic trails
• Ski Storage areas

2 bedroom, fully furnished 
lock-off suites       From $199,900~$214,900

Rick Gibson
Peak Performance serving the

Mount Washington Real Estate 

market since 1989

www.rickgibson.ca
rick@rickgibson.ca

Contact: Rick Gibson, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

Providing smart financial solutions across Vancouver Island. Providing smart financial solutions across Vancouver Island. 

Return on investment.

Chances are you have certain 

pursuits in life you value more 

than analyzing the family budget 

or researching interest rates.

But when you do need financial insight,

count on us for advice you can trust.

Chances are you have certain 

pursuits in life you value more 

than analyzing the family budget 

or researching interest rates.

But when you do need financial insight,

count on us for advice you can trust.

Call or visit one of our Coastal Community 

Credit Union representatives today.

Arleen Davis Assistant Manager, Lending & Investments
#11 - 204 North Island Hwy., Courtenay  250.703.0025

Kathy Pearse Manager, Lending Services
411 - 4th Street, Courtenay  250.703.4116

Tony Powell Manager, Lending Services
202 - 1797 Comox Avenue, Comox  250.703.4232

Beverly Luck Assistant Manager, Lending Services
1045 Ryan Road, Courtenay  250.703.4162

Next to the Hawk!
TWO! TWO! Two suites in one!
The best of both worlds with a 2
bedroom suite and a (totally sepa-
rate) 1 bedroom suite down the

hall. Main suite views out towards the Hawk and Green Chair. Stay in one
and rent the other. Great location, close to alpine and Nordic in winter and
park in summer.   $299,900
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Awesome Location!
Newly updated laminate floors
and carpeting. 3 bedroom
townhome very close to Alpine
Lodge. Ski in and out. Open
floor plan in park like setting. 2
bathrooms, sauna and base-
ment for storage.        $249,900

Bright LOG Home
WOW! Log home for sale on Fosters Place. 9 bedrooms and 3 kitchens
or 3 separate areas with living room, kitchen and 2-3 bedrooms in each!
The chalet  is fully loaded with a sauna, outdoor hot tub and a billiards
room. Comes fully furnished and ready for you to live in part or all.
Proven income winner! $725,000

Mount Washington’s Finest!
Absolutely the finest property available on Mount Washington. Located at the end of

Fosters Place, this truly ski in and ski out chalet is situated to take in the morning and after-
noon sun yet less than 100 feet away from the slopes.

The mountain home was custom built by the present owners with insulated concrete
walls with R50 insulation. Inside, are two propane fireplaces, HRV system, Low
E windows throughout, 4 bathrooms, central vacuum, 2 hot water tanks, and private
concrete patios (both wired for hot tubs). 

The home has been split into two areas, the main living area with 4 bedrooms and the
spacious owners suite below. Plus, the overheight basement (11 foot ceilings) is ideal for
getting out of the winter weather or workshop or ??? In the main area, take advantage of
the spectacular views of the Beaufort Mountain Range and the vistas of Strathcona Park
from the expansive outdoor patio, or put a hot tub on the upstairs deck located privately
off the master bedroom. Downstairs, check out the patio as well! 

The owner's suite gives the occupier the feeling that they are in their own chalet with
an open plan and great views. The home has huge storage areas and has been set up to
look after all the needs of renters and owners alike. Easy access to all winter activities and
close to the Strathcona Park trailhead for summer time. Loads of parking available. In a
nut shell, if you are looking for the finest accommodation on Mount Washington, come
and check out Blue Haven!! $849,900

15 choice lots overlooking Strathcona Provincial Park, 
BC’s oldest park, and the Beaufort Mountain Range,
guaranteeing unobstructed views to the south west.

AT MOUNT WASHINGTON

FOUR SEASONS ONE DESTINATION
Villa

ge Run

Sk
i O

u
t

Discovery Platte
r Lift

To Raven Lodge 
& Nordic Trails

Nordic Road

  Green
 Chair

The Hawk
Six Pack
Express

Parkview Place

Mountainside
Lodge

Blueberry Hill

Paradise Ridge

Foster's 
    Place

Henry Road

Creekside House 

Strathcona Park Lodge

Treetops at Strathcona

Wildwood at Strathcona

NEWTON’S WYNDE

Ski-out

PA R K

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15Nordic Road

Ptarmigan Ridge

ONE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY!

For more information please contact:

Jay Oddleifson, Mount Washington 
Director of Planning and Development  
250-334-5724  Cell: 250-792-2121

jay@mountwashington.ca
www.mountwashington.ca

Average winter attendance: 380,000+
Average Summer attendance: 100,000+

Central Reservation System 
and Call Center in place.

Newton’s Wynde has comprehensive design 
guidelines in place.  Zoning provides for single family 
homes and/or multi-family development sites.  Ski ways are provided,
 offering the utmost in convenience and meeting the expectations 
of winter holiday makers.

Newton’s Wynde has comprehensive design 
guidelines in place.  Zoning provides for single family 
homes and/or multi-family development sites.  Ski ways are provided,
 offering the utmost in convenience and meeting the expectations 
of winter holiday makers.

Contact: Rick Gibson, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

Near Alpine Lodge
Five minute stroll to the Alpine
Lodge, this is about as ski in and
out as you can get! 3 bedroom
townhome with western exposure
and sunset views. Property offers a
phenominal location at an unbeat-
able price. Recent updates have
been made and the suite comes
turnkey with most furnishings in
place.                           $229,900

Neat As A Pin!
2 bedroom corner suite in a
popular building in the Alpine
Village. Suite has been totally
renovated with new laminate
floor, new cabinets, new fur-
niture. The suite shines and is
ready for you! Easy access to
slopes and parking. $179,900
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Buy Now!
Over 50% SOLD OUT!

Bedroom
Living

Stor.

Balcony

Dining
W
D

1 Bedroom

L

Bedroom
Living

Den
Stor.

Balcony

Dining L

W
D

1 Bedroom & Den

Bedroom

Master
Bedroom

Living

Stor.

Dining

2 Bedroom Lockoff

W
D

Balcony

2 Bedroom

Bedroom
Master
Bedroom

Living

Stor.

Balcony

Dining

W
D

W

Master
Bedroom

Bedroom

Living

Stor.

Patio

Dining
D

2 Bedroom

Bedroom

Master
Bedroom

Bedroom

Living

Stor.

L

Balcony

Dining

W
D

3 Bedroom lockoff

What You’ve Been Waiting For!
Lovingly maintained chalet on Fosters Place with 3
bedrooms in the main area with a separate 2 bedroom
suite down below. ALSO there is an unfinished base-
ment for further investigation. Each suite offers a rock
faced fireplace and is totally furnished. As it sits the
upper suite handles 12 people and the lower handles
7. Many other features like two decks and sauna and
ample storage. Price includes web site
(www.chalet19.com) $639,900

• Corporate & Commercial Law
• Civil Litigation • Wills & Estates

• Real Estate & Property Development  
• Divorce & Family Law • Collections 
• ICBC and Personal Injury Claims 

505-5th Street, Courtenay (Corner of 5th & Fitzgerald)
Fax: 334-3198  web: www.gkilaw.com  email: gki@gkilaw.com

• Paul R. Ives 
• Mark Burger

• Kevin D. Landry 

334-2416
Contact us for all your Mount Washington 

conveyancing needs … we have over 
25 years of experience in dealing with 

Mount Washington transactions.

MAINTENANCE & More
Conrad Noel

Ph: 250-338-9709
Cell: 250-703-6450

• General Home Repairs • Renovations, Drywall, Painting

(Full Service Professional Painter) 

• Plumbing • Basic Electric • Appliance Repair

• Power Washing • Bobcat Services 
• Contract Snow Removal

Located on
Mt. Washington

Located on
Mt. Washington

Doing the Job Right the First Time!

BUYING, OR RENOVATING?
• Unbiased Opinion

• Client Participation Encouraged
• Immediate Reports
• Home Reference Book
• Maintenance & Repair

Recommendations
• Prompt Service - Flexible Hours

1-800-667-0150
In the Comox Valley Phone: 339-5399

ibi@island.net

Recreational Real Estate Continues to 
be the Hottest Investment Choice Today!
With Deer Lodge sold out here is your opportunity to buy in to a proven winner! 

F E A T U R E S  I N C L U D E
• 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms • Fully furnished 
• Rain Screen Technology • Slopeside access 

Priced from
$199,900

Contact: Rick Gibson, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

Floor Plans
Ease of Access

With its close 
proximity to the
resort’s amenities
and lifts Bear
Lodge is ideally
situated to make
ownership at
Mount
Washington 
a rewarding 
experience.
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Phase 1 Now Under Construction

All eight homes are three bedrooms plus a loft and basement area

Roughed in for sauna, steam room and/or hot tubs

Open plans with ample storage

Ten Year Home Owners’ Warranty

Sweeping Strathcona Park views

Easy access to slopes with the Hawk loading area across the street!

Call Rick Gibson today for priorty 

registration at 250-338-1723.     

Contact: Rick Gibson, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

The Royal LePage website receives over 800,000 visits per month.

Rick Gibson's 3 web sites receive over 5000 unique visits per month.

Photo displays in the Alpine Lodge showcase properties for sale.

The Mount Washington Real Estate Channel shows your property 24/7.

Royal LePage has four office locations in the Comox Valley including the Comox Valley Airport.

250-338-1723 (24 Hours)
www.rickgibson.ca
www.the marmort.ca
www.mtwashingtonaccommodations.ca
rick@rickgibson.ca

Why List your Mount Washington home with Rick Gibson
and Royal LePage in the Comox Valley?

Rick Gibson resides on Mount Washington and has 16 years 
experience promoting and selling on Mount Washington.

The Mount Washington Marmot newspaper boasts 
an annual circulation of 80,000 copies.

Bedroom

Garage

Living Room

Kitchen Dining
Fireplace

Bedroom

Balcony

Balcony

Balcony

Master
Bedroom

Level 2  Bedrooms

Level 3  Living Area
Option A

Washer/Dryer

Living Room

KitchenFireplace

Balcony

Balcony

Level 3  Living Area
Option B

Level 1  Garage Level Level 4  Loft

Loft

Only a few will have the opportunity to purchase these 

luxuriously appointed townhomes adjacent to Strathcona Park.

Artist’s rendering, not exactly as shown.                This is not an offering for sale.



The All New
    2006 B9 Tribeca  
           has arrived!

1784 Island Hwy., VictoriaSALES & SERVICE

250-474-2211 or Toll Free 1-888-898-9911

Stay in the

with a

Featuring luxury Accommodation,
Dinner, Breakfast and a Scenic
Chairlift Ride. 

Mile High Alpine

Central Reservations: 250-338-1386
or Toll Free 1-888-231-1499
Central Reservations: 250-338-1386
or Toll Free 1-888-231-1499

$$5555$55
Getaway Package

From only
Per Person

Chairlift Rides andChairlift Rides and
Mountain Biking DailyMountain Biking Daily
Chairlift Rides and
Mountain Biking Daily
from June 25 to October 10, 2005 (Conditions permitting)

Mountain Bike Camps & Clinics 2005Mountain Bike Camps & Clinics 2005

Kidz MTN Bike Day Camp
Every Saturday and Sunday from noon to 4pm, our Mtn Tek Guides will 
show Kidz (8-12 years) how to ride our trails. Includes a bag lunch too!

Women’s Day Escape
Every Tuesday from noon to 4pm, a female instructor will show 
women how to ride our terrain. Nutritious snack provided.

Learn to Ride 
Learn the basics of mountain biking including how to ride a full 
suspension bike, basics in balance and how to ride single-track 
downhill trails. Midweek from 11 am to 1 pm
Weekends 11 am to 1 pm and 2 to 4 pm

Reservations 338-1386 or      www.mountwashington.ca  Reservations 338-1386 or      www.mountwashington.ca  

NEW Pro Rider Camps:
With Darcy Turenne – Teen Girls, Extreme Queen and more
Leon May – Jump, Freeride and Race
Shaums March – BC Cup Race Camp
Pro Camp registration www.karelo.com



Accommodation 
& Events Guide 
Summer 2005

Accommodation 
& Events Guide 
Summer 2005
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June 25-26 • 2 for 1 Adventure Rides
Bring a friend and enjoy the 2 for 1
Adventure Rides this Opening Weekend!

July 1 • Canada Day Celebration
Celebrate Canada Day on Mount
Washington with free Canadian flags, 
temporary Canadian flag tattoos and cake!

Music Sundays
Every Sunday this summer (starting July 3)
enjoy live music in the courtyard.
July 16 • 6th Annual Beer Festival
Tickets include unlimited samples, sou-
venir sampling glass and live entertaiment.

July 23 • Save-On-Foods Family
Picnic & Games Fun and games for the
family with mini golf, backyard bouncers,
face painting, country games and more.
Then fill your picnic basket a la carte.

August 6 • 7th Annual Wine Festival
Enjoy a wide selection of wine tasting,
food samples and live entertainment at the
Raven Lodge.

August 13-14 • Island Cup
Vancouver Island Bike Race Series
The finals in this race series will take
place at Mount Washington with the XC
Finals on Sat. and the DH Finals on Sun.

August 13 • High On Chocolate - A
Tasteful Event A chocoholic's delight!
Indulge with chocolate samples, demon-
strations and a kid's chocolate play area.

Aug 20-21 • Norco VPS Fest
The Norco team comes to Mount
Washington bringing demos and free tech
support to all Norco bike riders for the
weekend - Norco riders receive a FREE
Bike & Rider lift ticket on Saturday.

Aug 27-28 • BC Cup Finals
XC & DH Mountain Bike Race
The final race in this 6 race province-wide
series - Cross Country Finals on Saturday
and Downhill Finals on Sunday.

September 3 • Native Salmon BBQ
Local wild salmon prepared traditionally
and served with all the fixings.

October 1-9 • Alpine Octoberfest
Half-price Scenic Chairlift Rides 
beginning October 1.

For up-to-date Mount Washington
event information go to 
www.themarmot.ca

RIDE THE CHAIRLIFT • TAKE IN THE VIEW • MTN BIKE THE TRAILS • HIKE THE MEADOWS • INDULGE IN AN EVENT

Here is a list of this summer’s main events.

Altitude Sport & Gift  . . . 334-5721

Ambulance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911

Catering  . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5757

Central Res. . . . . . 1-888-231-1499

Fat Teddy’s Grill . . . . . . . 334-5716

Fire (To report a fire)  . . .792-1209

First Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5741

General Store . . . . . . . . . 334-5745

Police (EMERGENCY ONLY)  . . . . . 911

Police (NON EMERGENCY)  . 338-1321

Raven Lodge  . . . . . . . . . 334-5764

Real Estate (Rick Gibson) . . 338-1723

Resort Info  . . . . . . . . . . . 338-1386

Security  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5753

Security (after hours) . . . . . 792-1204

Utility (after hours)  . . . . . . 792-1209

Mount Washington Phone
Directory (Area Code 250)

1 or 2 Night Mile High Packages
Your fabulous package includes:

* 1 or 2 nights in a 1 bedroom, 2 bedroom or 3 bedroom suite 

* A scenic chairlift ride

* Breakfast each morning plus...

* Dinner in the evening

Ask about our Group Packages.  
Don’t miss out on your 
Christmas/New Years accommodation!

Book Early!

STARTING FROM...

$87.91
Per person based on two people in 
a one bedroom, taxes not included 
and subject to availability.

Toll Free: 1-877-845-4499 or 250-338-4383  Fax: 250-338-4366
dlreservations@mountwashington.ca www.mountwashington.ca

Toll Free Reservations

1-888-837-4663
In the Comox Valley 

703-9636
www.alpinechalets.com

email: chalets@island.net

Disc Golf, Minigolf, Bungee
Trampoline, Horseback Riding and
many special events make Mount

Washington a special place to bring
your kids to in the summer.



Unit address Contact Name Phone Number Fax Number Web

ALPINE VILLAGE

690B Castlecrag Crescent  

715 Jutland Terrace  "Bear's Den Lodge"

750 Jutland Terrace "Chalet Nine"  

796 Jutland Terrace "FarWest"

871 Clinton Wood "Doug's Chalet"  

889 Jutland "The 18th Hole"

919 UP Strata Way

919 DN Strata Way

965 Clinton Wood Close

988 Strata Way "Red Roof Chalet - 70UP"

988 Strata Way "Red Roof Chalet - 70DN"

1030 Strata Way "Inglenook - Stacked Log Chalet"

1044 Meadow Way (Chalet 40)

FOSTERS PLACE

1162  Fosters Place "Chalet Adams"

1203 Fosters Place "Mt Washington Guest House"

1208 Fosters Place "Fosters 8"

1222 Fosters Place  

1236 Fosters Place "Blue Grouse Chalet"
1268 Fosters Place (Blue Haven)

1273A WinterGreen (UPPER) prices + GST  

1273C WinterGreen (LOWER) prices + GST  

21 Fosters Place  

HENRY ROAD

1375A   "Strathcona Vacation Rental Home"

1381 A   "Golden Hinde"

1381 B "Elkhorn" 
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Winter parking by permit only in either lot at the end of Henry Road, or the Village Lot across from the General Store. Summer parking usually available in front of the building.

PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN FRONT OF YOUR CHALET. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.

PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN FRONT OF YOUR CHALET. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.

Call Call Call

Call Call Call

Call

Brenda or Calvin 897-1183  ibi@island.net

Jeff Hunter-Smith 812-7103 www.bcskilodge.com

Helen Austin 335-0042  www.chalet9.com

Karen & Darrin West 339-9850 farwestcabin.com

Deanne Lee 592-5001  www.members.shaw.ca/dougschalet/

Linda Hill 338-2544 339-0817 lhill@shaw.ca

Keith keithdon@telus.net

Keith keithdon@telus.net

Kazimiera Stypka 477-2270 stypka@shaw.ca

Carol Turnham 592-2842 592-2842 redroofchalet.cjb.net

Carol Turnham 592-2842 592-2842 redroofchalet.cjb.net
Jim Dow 338-7701 338-6641

Debra Stockdill 592-7278 chalet40@shaw.ca

Mark and Helen Adams 338-1991 adams63@telus.net

John or Susan 898-8141 www.mtwashingtonguesthouse.com

Al Echlin 724-4183 724-4183 www3.telus.net/fosters8

Bill 390-0266  www.mtwashingtonchalet.com

Pam DeBoer 1-866-826-7325 897-3951 www.peakaccom.com
Pam deBoer 1-866-826-7325 897-3951 www.peakaccom.com

Paula McRae 338-9938  paulamcrae@shaw.ca

Paula McRae 338-9938  paulamcrae@shaw.ca

Bill 390-0266  www.mtwashingtonchalet.com

John or Susan 898-8141 www.strathconabandb.com

Ivanka/Christine 286-3122 286-6010 www.strathcona.bc.ca

Ivanka/Christine 286-3122 286-6010 www.strathcona.bc.ca

Unit address

ALPINE VILLAGE

687-1 Castle Crag "Castle Crag Chateau"

687-4 Castle Crag Crescent

695-307 Castle Crag Crescent 

736-8  Albert Edward

784-8 "Snowbird"

784-9 "Snowbird"

788-102 Washington Way

828-A Sunrise Chateau   prices + GST

828E Washington Way "Sunrise Chateau"

1084-7 Washington Way "Westview Inn"

1084-9 Washington Way "Westview Inn"

BLUEBERRY HILL  1320 Henry Road

115

117

217

218

307

CREEKSIDE HOUSE  1380 Henry Road

202

205

303

DEER LODGE  1290 Alpine Road

210

MOUNTAINSIDE LODGE  1340 Henry Rd.

202

203

305

401

402

PARADISE RIDGE  1201 Henry Road

304

305

308

506
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Winter parking by permit only in either lot at the end of Henry Road, or the Village Lot across from the General Store. Summer parking usually available in front of the building.

DRIVE TO WITH UNDERBUILDING OR OUT FRONT PARKING. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.

DRIVE TO WITH UNDERBUILDING OR OUT FRONT PARKING. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.

DRIVE TO WITH UNDERBUILDING OR OUT FRONT PARKING. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.

DRIVE TO WITH UNDERBUILDING OR OUT FRONT PARKING. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.  OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL

Call

Call

Wendy 897-3678 897-1898 www.mtwashingtonchateau.com

Gail Hudson 245-2823

Cyndi and Justin 703-0488 703-0609  

Lil Brownson 287-7640  hallil@oberon.ark.com

Josie Laslo 923-6711  jo.laslo@sd72.bc.ca

Wendi Robins  746-8489 746-0329 robins-reymer@shaw.ca

Brent/Donna Cunliffe 897-3999 897-3933  

Stan & Nancy Fry 474-3008 474-0108

Tom & Sylvia Burns 746-3636 burns-ski@shaw.ca

Willa or Dennis 658-5338  

Fred & Bernice  655-8827 millsfb@pacificcoast.net

Chris Chater 744-2467

Glen & Sharon Hadden 335-2794 335-1211 s.hadden@shaw.ca

Elaine Smith 544-8862 www.mtwashingtoncondos.com

Aileen 1-866-707-0018 703-0055 www.washingtonwaychalets.com

Bill & Mary Jordan 477-7187 tourismmall.victoria.bc.ca/ski/

Lois Stevenson 339-0002/339-0914 339-2217 loisstevenson@shaw.ca

Jana Watt 287-2956 287-2950

Beverly Badke 888-837-4663 338-9656 www.alpinechalets.com

Cherie Corrigan 338-4383 338-4366 www.mountwashington.ca

Shelley Mckay 203-0675 287-9648 www.mtwashingtonrentals.com

Blair Watling 727-7394 727-2519 blair@telus.net

Rhonda Borton 248-6314  

Suzi Jack 850-0052 thejacks@themarmot.ca

Allan McLaren 388-6700 383-9423 allan@mclaren.ca

Barb & Al Shanks 335-2051 335-2056 www.mtwashingtonvacationcondo.com

Rosemarie Hufschmidt 339-7220 339-7290  mhufschm@island.net

Mathew Bourque 380-5638 383-0114 matthew@hollywoodtonight.ca

Pam deBoer 1-866-826-7325 897-3951 www.peakaccom.com

The above information is current as of June 20, 2005
PLEASE NOTE: All properties are non-smoking and no pets except for Condominium 788-102 Washington Way.  •  These privately owned chalets and condominiums are rented out by their owners and have there own 
features and contacts as listed above.  • Royal LePage in the Comox Valley and The Marmot have no interest, financial or otherwise in these accommodations and assume no responsibility for them in any way. • Parking at Mount Washington can
be a challenge in snowy condtions. PLEASE follow the rules of the property you are staying at in regards to parking. If you are parking in an other property’s parking space or on the road, you will be towed without notice.
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FIREPLACES W • Wood   E • Electric   G • Propane   P • Pellet   
CLEANING F • Full Cleaning   L • Light Cleaning   O • By Request

FIREPLACES W • Wood   E • Electric   G • Propane   P • Pellet   
CLEANING F • Full Cleaning   L • Light Cleaning   O • By Request

1 2 6 8  F O S T E R S  P L A C E
Panoramic Views • Drive to • Ski In/Ski Out

4 Bedrooms • 2 Baths • Fireplace • Hot tub 

Ph. (250) 897-3851 Fax (250) 897-3951
Toll Free 1-866-826-7325

Email: info@peakaccom.com or www.peakaccom.com

Blue Haven

“WINTERGREEN LODGE 
on FOSTERS PLACE”
Create wonderful memories 
in the luxurious ambience of 
our log chalet.  Designed to 
accommodate small or large
groups, you have drive-in
access with the convenience of the best ski in-out

location on the mountain. Separate hot tubs for
each suite. “The Hawk“ is at your door!

Phone Paula McRae (250) 338-9938 
email: paulamcrae@shaw.ca
web: www.wintergreenlodge.ca
(please see Graph Ad)

Lovingly maintained mountain retreat
Summer & Winter

Feather duvets and pillows
Gourmet equipped kitchen

Woodburning fireplace
Quiet location in fourplex
Please see the graph for more details. 

Wendy 250-897-3678
www.mtwashingtonchateau.com

Castle Crag
Château

87-1, 687 
Castle Crag Crescent

MOUNTAINSIDE
LODGE SKI-IN/OUT

Spacious, top floor 3 bedroom unit, 
sleeps 8 to 10. Sunny, southern exposure
$150 weekday/$200 wknd.

Suzi: 250-850-0052
See graph ad for more details.

Drive-Ski to your front door!  Ski to the chairlift!
Hot tub • Sauna • Games Room

Rent part or all!  #9 has 2-9 bedrooms
#21 has 2-11 bedrooms

Call  (250) 390-0266
www.mtwashingtonchalet.com

Ask about our mid week and summer discounts!

$100 OFF
COUPON

send this in when booking a 3
night or more stay, and receive a...

Off regular rates.
Valid 2005/06 Season

$100 
DISCOUNT

For Up-To-Date Rental Accommodations: www.mtwashingtonaccommodation.com

The Marmot 
On-line

Want to read past issues of
the Marmot? You can read

them on the web at 
www.themarmot.ca

to learn more about this
exciting resort and its evo-
lution over the past years.

B2 PRIVATE RENTAL ACCOMMODATIONS ON MOUNT WASHINGTON
For Up-To-Date Rental Accommodations:www.mtwashingtonaccommodation.com



Strathcona Park’s Buttle Lake
is easily accessible in forty five
minutes from Campbell River
on highway 28. The drive takes
you alongside the Campbell
and Upper Campbell Lakes
ending with views of the
expansive waters and dramatic
mountains of the Buttle Lake
corridor.

The beauty of this peaceful place will
take your breath away, and you will
find great opportunities for camping
and recreational pursuits.
People come to fish for trout, and to

swim, canoe, kayak, board sail, picnic,
sunbathe and waterski on the 25 km of
lake, while others enjoy the easy and
interesting nature walks, or more chal-
lenging back country hikes. Local
guides and club members rock climb
at Crest Creek Crags. Some visitors just
sit quietly in the shade of ancient trees
and enjoy the fresh air.
Camping facilities include 85 sites at

Buttle Lake Campground on the lake
at the North end, and 75 sites at Ralph
River Campground with both lake and
river access at the south end of the
lake. Driftwood Bay Campground, an
excellent facility for groups, is located
separately on the northern end of the
lake. You will also find simple wilder-

BUTTLE LAKE
Strathcona Provincial Park 

ness camping opportunities for boaters
on the western shoreline.
A pleasant white sand beach and a

playground for children are available
at Buttle Lake Campground.  There is a
concrete boat- launch ramp within two
kilometres, and also an undeveloped
gravel launch nearby. The lake levels
are controlled by hydro electric dams
and tend to be low during the winter
but normally rise for the summer
months.
Ralph River Campground is shaded

by the  graceful beauty of an ancient
forest of cedar, hemlock and fir trees
underneath which you will likely see
the resident blacktail buck grazing.
This peaceful campground borders
both the lake and a lovely clear river,
which is at times alive with spawning
trout. It’s a popular spot for both fisher-
men and hikers of all levels. Many of
the trails are easily accessible from
Ralph River Campground.
There are interesting trails to explore,

some less strenuous and others more
challenging, and each with unique fea-
tures to enjoy. Opportunities  abound
for everyone throughout the Buttle
Lake corridor. For further information
refer to the map on the next page. If
you are at Buttle Lake go to park head-
quarters, where volunteers from the
Strathcona Wilderness Institute will
assist you Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

B3

Strathcona
Provincial Park

INFORMATION
HUT

Run voluntarily by 
The Strathcona Wilderness

Institute

Do you have questions about
Strathcona Park and its fascinating
plants, wildlife or history? Are you 

interested in taking an easy day hike 
or exploring some of the 

challenging back country? 

Strathcona Wilderness Institute is pleased
to provide all visitors with a wide range of
information about BC’s oldest, and one of
our largest provincial parks. Maps, trail
up-dates, details about visitor services and
other useful information will be available
every weekend starting June 25th. To find
out more about Strathcona, stop at the
Park Information Hut and pay us a visit.
We are located 300 metres south of high-
way 28 at Buttle Lake bridge turn-off to
Gold River, at the Park Headquarters just
watch for the signs!

HOURS OF OPERATION
June 24 to September 11, 2005

Friday: 3 pm ~ 8 pm
Saturday: 10 am ~ 6 pm
Sunday: 10 am ~ 5 pm  
Monday: 10 am ~ 3 pm (holidays only) 

If the weather is inclement and/or there are
few visitors, closing times could be earlier.

2005 MAP & TRAIL GUIDE

Check out the Parks web site at
www.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/. Come  to the
campgrounds at anytime as there are
almost always sites available on a first
come-first serve basis at both major
campgrounds. If you would like to make
a reservation at Buttle Lake Campground
call Discover Camping at 1-800-689-
9025, or link up to website at www.dis-
covercamping.ca.

To book Driftwood Bay Group 
Campground call 250-337-8550.

BC Parks 2005 Map & Trail Guide
courtesy of Rick Gibson

Rick Gibson
Ph: 250-334-3124 
(24 hrs) 
Direct: 338-1723

Photo: Neil Havers

Introducing the all-new
2006 Subaru B9 Tribeca.

The all-new Subaru B9 Tribeca doesn’t fit a category-it creates 
its own. After all, how many crossover utility  vehicles have a symmetrical 
full-time All-Wheel Drive and a 250-hp boxer engine? Or for that matter, 64 
seating arrangements that adjust to suit any occasion? Complement this with 
a sleek, elegantly designed interior and you’re left with a vehicle that’s 
unlike anything you’ve seen before. Unless, of course, this is your second 
time reading this. for a third look, visit www.subaru.ca

THREE POINT MOTORS NANAIMO LTD.
303 Terminal Avenue,  Nanaimo BC  V9R 5C7
Tel: 250-753-1444  Toll Free: 1-877-490-9844 
www.threepointnanaimo.com

Conveniently located 
between Zellers and 
Walmart off Kilpatrick.

Fill up before you head home!Fill up before you head home!

334-8087 
www.platescatering.com

Open 8 am - 9 pm daily, 
Fridays open until 10 pm

Want to fill up elsewhere?
Let us cater your upcoming function!



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

T H E  M O U N T  W A S H I N G T O N  M A R M O T  •  S U M M E R / F A L L  2 0 0 5B4

BUTTLE LAKE CORRIDOR
Strathcona Provincial Park

BUTTLE LAKE CORRIDOR TRAIL 
AND CAMPGROUND INFORMATION

The trails described here are well defined and easily accessible. The trail
heads are marked with signs. There are other, less defined trails and routes
which are not shown on this map.  Distances, elevation changes and hiking
times are for ONE WAY only and are approximate. Campfires are discour-
aged in most back country areas and not permitted in some. Wear sturdy
boots and carry rain gear and a sweater, even in the summer months,
because weather can change suddenly and dramatically in the mountains. Please preserve the
delicate alpine environment by staying on trails. 

For further information about trails and wilderness areas visit the volunteer information hut at
Park Headquarters, or ask  park rangers. The Strathcona Wilderness Institute can be contacted for
more detailed route information at 250-337-1871 (e-mail: swi@island.net). Topographical maps
and guidebooks can be obtained locally at sports stores in Campbell River or Courtenay.  If you
wish to travel on less defined routes please be well prepared with a map 
and compass,  proper equipment, and experience in wilderness travel. 

Please let a friend know where you plan to go and when you plan to return.

The MARINE CAMPSITES are accessible by boat only. There is a $5.00 per adult per night fee. The money can be deposited into a vault at the boat launch access
points. B.C. Parks also charges $5.00 per adult per night for back-country camping in some areas and fee vaults are located at the applicable trail-heads.

HIKING TRAILS, BOAT LAUNCH RAMPS, AND CAMPGROUNDS
The trails are graded as follows: (1) Easiest (2) Moderate (3) Difficult

LOWER MYRA FALLS (1)
Length: 800 metres. Time: 30 minutes. Steep descent. Enjoy several beautiful water cascades.
Use caution when approaching the creek, and supervise small children. No camping. No
swimming.

BUTTLE LAKE BOAT LAUNCH
A good, recently lengthened concrete launch. Located 1 km south of the bridge at the junction
and only 1.5 km from Buttle Lake Campground.  No camping. The launch provides immedi-
ate access to the Rainbow Island marine campsites.

FORBIDDEN PLATEAU AND PARADISE MEADOWS
Refer to a separate flyer in “The Marmot” publication for information about this area which
is accessible from Mount Washington.

RALPH RIVER CAMPGROUND
• Ancient forest, lake and river.
• Gates are open all summer until Sept. 30th.
• Picnic tables, fire rings, water pumps and pit toilets.
• Fee: $12.00 per party per night, $6.00  for extra vehicles.
• B.C Senior Citizens $7.50 during the spring and autumn.
• Firewood: $5.00 per bundle.
• Reservations are NOT taken, however the campground is rarely full.

BUTTLE LAKE CAMPGROUND
• Sand beach and playground.
• Three easy nature  trails begin here. Fish in Darkis Lake.
• Gates open all summer until September 30th.
• Picnic tables, fire rings, water pumps and pit toilets.
• Fee: $15.00 per party per night. $7.50 for extra vehicles.

ELK RIVER TRAIL (2-3)
Length: 11 km.  Suggested time: 4-5 hours Elevation change
600 metres. Trail starts at Hwy. 28 and follows the Elk River
Valley for 10 km before climbing up to Landslide Lake. Bare
rock sections. Camp in designated camping areas only.

CREST MOUNTAIN TRAIL (3)
Length: 5 km. Time: 3-4 hours to the tarn. Steep with an eleva-
tion change of 1,250 metres.  Use care on single log creek
crossing with handrail (the last good water). The snow stays
late into the year on top.  Random camping allowed.
Spectacular views in all directions.

FLOWER RIDGE TRAIL (3)
Length: 6 km. Time to the subalpine ridge: 3-5 hours. Steep
with an elevation change of 1,040 metres. The start of the trail
is 3km south of Ralph River campsite (signposted), climb an
additional 200 metres from the top of trail to flat ground for
tents. Carry water, supply limited and difficult to find.
Panoramic views. Camping possible at halfway point.

PHILLIPS RIDGE TRAIL TO ARNICA LAKE (2-3) 
Length: 6.5 km. Time: 2-5 hours with an elevation change of
800 metres. This is a well graded trail beginning at Westmin
mine. Observe old growth forest, a waterfall, and  alpine
meadows. Designated camping area.  Bear cache.

UPPER MYRA FALLS (2)
Length: 3.3 km from the parking lot past the yellow gate. Drive
through the mine area to find the parking lot. Time 2 hours.
Elevation change: 100 metres. Trail follows gravel road for
approx. 800 metres to the sign. Large trees. Views of Mt. Myra
and a waterfall. No camping.

TENNENT LAKE (3)
Length: 4 km.  Estimated time 2-4 hours with an elevation
change of 840 metres. Trail access is from the parking lot at the
mine. Walk past the yellow gate on the gravel road for 1 km
and across a bridge to the  start of the trail which is a rough,
rocky, steep old roadbed. Old-growth forest to sub-alpine.
There is an undefined route to access Mt. Myra from here.
Tennant Lake is dammed. Random camping is permitted.

BEDWELL LAKE (3)
Length: 6 km. Drive over the Thelwood River bridge at the
south end of Buttle Lake, and turn left immediately onto the Jim
Mitchell Road for 6.8 km. This is a rough gravel road not suit-
able for small vehicles. Trail elevation change: 600 metres.
Time 3-4 hours. Features river valley and old growth forest then
rocky out cropping and a sub-alpine environment with excellent
hiking and views. Camp in designated areas at Baby Bedwell and
Bedwell Lakes. Fires are not permitted. Be aware of bears.

CREST CREEK CRAGS
Technical climbing only. Picnic facilities. Climbers can explore
a number of rocky bluffs in this area which is easily accessible
from alongside Highway 28. Climbers using the area do so at
their own risk. It is each climber’s responsibility to climb safely
and ensure that they have the necessary skills to do so. Camping
and fires are not permitted.

LADY FALLS (1)
Length: 900 metres. Time: 20 minutes. The trail starts at Hwy.
28. Enjoy the cool spray from the falls. Picnic facilities at trail-
head. No camping.

ELK VIEWPOINT (1)
Length: 400 metres. Time: 15 minutes. The trail starts at Hwy.
28 and accesses a viewing platform where you may be able to
see Vancouver Island’s unique Roosevelt elk. No camping.

LUPIN FALLS (1) Loop Trail
Length: 800 metres. Time: 15 minutes. Access from Westmin
Road. Walk a circular trail through a cool forest to the water-
falls. No camping. Picnic facilities at the trail-head and a canoe
and  kayak launch access for  Wolf River and Titus Mt. marine
campsites.

AUGER POINT (1) Loop Trail
Length: 400 metres. Time: 15 minutes. This forest is recovering
from the fire of 1982. No camping. Picnicking facilities at trail-
head and a canoe and kayak launch access for Marble
Meadows trailhead.

MARBLE MEADOWS (3)
Length: 6.6 km. Time: 4-5 hours  to the Alpine meadows.
Elevation change: 1,250 metres.  Steep, some bluffs. Trail starts
at Phillips Creek marine campsite on Buttle Lake. Access by
boat from Auger Pt. or Karst Creek day use areas. Be aware of
submerged stumps in the lake. Random camping is allowed in the
meadows. Marble Meadows features wonderful viewpoints, alpine
meadows and limestone formations.

KARST CREEK BOAT LAUNCH RAMP,  
TRAIL  AND PICNIC AREA (1)
A good concrete ramp  located 4 km from Ralph River
Campground, and accessible from the Westmin Road. There is
a large open grassy area plus several picnic tables and fire pits,
and lots of room for parking. Karst Creek trail is a 1.3 km loop.
Time: 45 minutes. Observe Karst geological formations such as
sink-holes with disappearing and reappearing streams. 
No camping. A good spot for swimming. 

WILD GINGER (1) Loop Trail
Length: 800 metres. Time: 20 minutes. Access is across the
road from Ralph River Campground.  The trail follows the
Ralph River. No camping.

SHEPHERD CREEK (1) Loop Trail
Length: 1.5 km. Suggested time: 1 hour and 15 minutes. Access
is across the road from Ralph River Campground. A shady walk
along the Ralph River then ascending to pass a lively marsh.
See dogwood trees in the spring. No camping.

PRICE CREEK TRAIL (2-3) 
Suggested time: 3-4 hours.  Trailhead can be accessed near the
Thelwood Creek Bridge.  Originally the only access route to
Cream Lake and still only suitable for Advanced Hikers, this
trail can make a pleasant day hike through varying timbered
areas if you turn around at or before the log crossing. The route
beyond this log crossing is extremely rough and steep and
snow lingers late into the summer.

• B.C Senior Citizens $7.50 during the spring and autumn.
• Firewood: $5.00 per bundle.
• Some campsites can be reserved ahead of time by contacting Discover Camping 

at 1-800-689-9025 or by going online at www.discovercamping.ca
DRIFTWOOD BAY GROUP CAMPGROUND
• Private, covered shelter with woodstove and tables, large grass field, fire pit, pit toilets,
wheel chair access pit toilet, water pump, swimming area.
• Fee: $15.00 per party per night. $7.50 for extra vehicles.
• Firewood $10.00 per night
• The minimum number of parties allowed is 5 and the maximum is 25.
• Fee for non profit youth and school groups$50.00 per night.
• Tel. 250-287-2942 to book the campground.

The STRATHCONA WILDERNESS INSTITUTE is a non-profit organi-
zation whose mission is to inspire awareness, appreciation and stew-
ardship of the natural world through education and participation. 

The institute will provide a volunteer information service on week-
ends at park headquarters at Buttle Lake from July 1 through to the
September Long Weekend.

The FRIENDS OF STRATHCONA is a non-profit organization whose
mission is to protect, preserve and promote Strathcona Park. Box 3404,
Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N5 Tel: 250-337-1871

Call and see what 
all the talk is about!

1-800-651-7968
www.SOLARUSsauna.com

Call and see what 
all the talk is about!

The healthy sauna for a healthy lifestyle.

NOTE: Cell phones don’t work in the Buttle Lake area and the 
nearest public phone is in Gold River, 40 km west on Highway 28.

The West Coast is Calling!
• Guided Salmon Fishing • Coastal Cruising
• Salt Water Fly Fishing • Whale Watching 

• Diving Charters

Greg McKay • 250-266-0147
hymaxcharters@shaw.ca

www.hymaxcharters.com

Photo: Neil Havers



Strathcona Park
Institute Offering

Weekend Programs
Weekend visitors to Strathcona

will again have the option of taking
a guided walk around Paradise
Meadows with a Strathcona Park
Institute interpretive guide, or let
their children take part in some of
the new activities planned for the
summer. 

INFO HUT: An Interpreter will manage
the Info Hut at the new visitors parking
area. The Info Hut is full of fascinating
natural history objects that the kids will
love and the volunteers there can
update you on trail conditions and hik-
ing destinations. The hut is open from
10–5pm Friday, Sat, Sunday and holi-
day Mondays, July 1st - September 6th.  
Kids:  Every Saturday at 10:00am
throughout the summer kids can enjoy
Paradise Meadows through a chil-
dren’s nature program. The program
encourages children to learn about the
natural world, helping them discover
the plants and animals around them
and developing their naturalist skills.
Suitable for children ages 5 -12,  2
hour duration.

GUIDED WALK: For adults and families,
a 90 minute walk of Paradise  Meadows
trail led by Interpreter and local expert
volunteers. Saturdays: 1:00 pm

FORBIDDEN PLATEAU
PARADISE MEADOWS

Strathcona 
Provincial Park

2005 MAP & TRAIL GUIDE
Guest Walk:  For adults and families a
90 min to 2 hour walk or lecture pre-
sented by a Guest expert on a variety
of topics (TBA).  Sundays at 1:00pm.

All walks and programs are to be
conducted in Paradise Meadows and
will begin at the Information Hut. Look
for the event schedules at the Visitors
Info-hut, the Raven Lodge or the local
newspapers. Anyone interested in
learning more about the natural world
and Strathcona Park is welcome. To
help the Institute’s operational costs, a
donation of $2.00 per person ($5.00
per family) is suggested for these popu-
lar programs.

For visitors wishing to enjoy the local
flowers and shrubs in the meadows at
their own leisure, the Institute volun-
teers will have plant markers in place
at various locations on the small loop
walkway. The Institute has produced a
small brochure that will also be avail-
able at the Info-hut to help those wish-
ing to take a self-guided plant identifi-
cation walk. 

The Institute is again continuing the
weekend information service at Buttle
Lake (200 yards past the Gold River
turn-off). Look for the sign before
crossing the Buttle Lake bridge. This is
a voluntary service, thanks again to
Gerry Roberts. Beginning June 25th,
hours of operation will be: Fridays: 3-9
pm (or dusk), Saturdays: 10-6 pm,
Sundays: 10-4 pm. This service ends

Rick Gibson Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  

B5
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(Above) The raised trail system in
Paradise Meadows allows visitors easy
access to many areas of the park.

September 6th. Volunteers are always
welcome to help at either of the Info-
huts. Obviously a good knowledge of
Strathcona Park and its trails is essen-
tial.    

As a non-profit society, the Institute’s
mandate is to continue to facilitate a
co-operative effort to assure support
for continuing education, information
and park stewardship. In order to keep
the organization running,they are
always in need of directors and sup-
porters. Their vision and present goal is
to eventually create, with community
partners, a Visitors Information and
Park Interpretive Centre. 

If you are interested in supporting the
goals of the SWI, in any way, phone
and leave a message at: 250-337-1871

or e-mail: swi@island.net. The Institute
website is: www.strathconapark.org.
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1590 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, BC
Tel. 250-338-7741  www.coastwesterlyhotel.com
1590 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, BC
Tel. 250-338-7741  www.coastwesterlyhotel.com

• 108 guest rooms and executive suites• 108 guest rooms and executive suites
• Heated indoor pool, whirlpool, sauna and fitness center• Heated indoor pool, whirlpool, sauna and fitness center
• In room coffee maker, pay per view • In room coffee maker, pay per view 
   movies and Nintendo   movies and Nintendo
• Pub, Restaurant & Lounge• Pub, Restaurant & Lounge
 • Attractive Golf & Fishing Packages • Attractive Golf & Fishing Packages
• The Comox Valley’s largest Private • The Comox Valley’s largest Private 
   Liquor Store featuring the   Liquor Store featuring the

• 108 guest rooms and executive suites
• Heated indoor pool, whirlpool, sauna and fitness center
• In room coffee maker, pay per view 
   movies and Nintendo
• Pub, Restaurant & Lounge
 • Attractive Golf & Fishing Packages
• The Comox Valley’s largest Private 
   Liquor Store featuring the

Enjoy your day at Mount Washington. 
In the evening, relax at the Coast!

Discover for yourself the 
transition from rain forest 
trails to cultured garden 
dislays overlooking the 
ocean. This 10 acre artist's 
garden is located  in a 60 
acre old-growthDouglas fir 
forest. Enjoy afternoon Tea 
in the 1930's era Milner 
House, where the Queen 
has stayed.

Daily 1 - 4

Served on the porch of the 
heritage house that once 

served Royalty. Vintage china, 
fresh scones, homemade 

preserves.

A Royal Treat 
for $7.50

Admission: Adults $10, 
Students $6,
Children under 12 free 
(with an adult). 
Members Free.
Summer Hours: 
7 days a week (10 - 5) 
250-752-6153  
milnergardens@shaw.ca 
2179 West Island Hwy., 
Qualicum Beach
www.milnergardens.org  

Explore
   the Garden

Afternoon Tea
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CAMPING ALLOWED 
ONLY IN DESIGNATED CAMPSITES

Mount
Regan

Forbidden Plateau Ski Area
(Wood Mountain Provincial Ski Park)

Forbidden Plateau Lodge 
Elev: 720m

Core Area Camping Regulations
• Camp only in designated sites within 

core shaded areas at Helen Mackenzie, 
Kwai & Circlet Lakes

• No mountain bikes or ATV’s
• No campfires allowed 
• Pets must be on a leash 
• Stay off areas closed for revegetation

In Case of Emergency...
• Contact Park Rangers in the area.

Location of Park Rangers  will be posted
on the notice board at the ranger cabin.

• Phones are located at
Mount Washington.

• In case of emergency,
Phone 911

• To report a forest fire,
dial 0 and ask for
1-800-663-5555

Maps and Guidebook
Scale 1:50:000  Nat. Topographic Series
-92 F/11 Forbidden Plateau
-92 F/12 Buttle Lake
Hiking Trails III Central and Northern
Vancouver Island.

For Further Info
• See Park Rangers and Park Operators 

in the area.
• Web contact: 

wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/

Routes
These routes are suitable for 

experienced hikers. People using these
routes should have map and compass
skills and be prepared for inclement
weather.

From Circlet Lake
Mt. Albert Edward 2093 m
Elevation gain: 935 m  
Distance: 6.5 km
Suggested time to summit:  5 hrs.

Follow signs towards Albert
Edward from Circlet Lake intersec-
tion. Trail climbs steeply for first 3
km.  Once the first ridge has been
reached look for route leading
South and follow for 2 km.  It’s
another 1.5 km to the summit.

Castle Crag 1760 m
Elevation gain: 620 m  
Distance: 6.3 km
Suggested time: 5 hrs.

Route begins at the southeast end
of Moat Lake.  Follow route to the
small col west of the summit.  It's a
steep scramble over loose rock to
the top.  Caution:  This route cross-
es boulder fields and slopes with
loose rocks.

From Albert Edward
Augerpoint route (not shown on map)
Distance:  25 km one way
Suggested time:  3 days

An extended route through to
Buttle Lake.  From the summit of
Albert Edward descend it's south-
west ridge to the drainage divide
above Norm Creek and Ralph Lake.
Continue up to Ruth Masters Lake
(local name) and above to the sad-
dle southwest of Augerpoint Mtn.
Continue southwest along the ridge
to a high point of 1760 m before
descending a long ridge above
Shark Lake.  Continue northwest
along route to reach the beginning

of the Augerpoint Trail.  This trail
descends steeply for 1400 m before
arriving on the Buttle Lake Parkway
at Buttle Lake.

The following guidelines will help
to ensure that the Forbidden
Plateau area remains pristine for all
who venture there.

Hiking Trails - Please stay on
designated trails, stay off  revegetat-
ed areas and avoid taking short cuts.

Camping - Designated camping
sites are located at Lake Helen,
Mackenzie, Kwai, Circlet and
McKenzie-Douglas lakes.  Please
use the tent pads and toilets where
provided.  If a tent pad is unavail-
able choose a site that has exposed
soil or will not easily be impacted.

Fires - Campfires are prohibited.
Please pack a campstove for cooking.

Garbage - Help keep the back
country clean.  Pack out all garbage
and please pick up any litter you
see. Please do not use outhouses for
trash receptacles.

Pets - Please keep your pet on a
leash at all times. Free running pets
can harm other animals, irritate
other visitors and can be harmed by
wild animals. Do not allow your pet
to swim in the lakes as this could
contaminate drinking water sources.
Groups - Larger groups of people
tend to concentrate use in an area
and cause extensive damage to the
fragile vegetation. To reduce these
impacts, we recommend that group
size be restricted to ten or less peo-
ple. Where this is not possible, the

larger group should be split into
smaller groups which should travel
and if possible camp in different
locations.

Water - Drinking water is
available from the lakes at all
designated campgrounds. All
drinking water should be boiled
or purified prior to consumption.
Please avoid swimming in these
areas as it may contaminate the
water supply. It is also important
to use the toilets and grey water
pits provided to keep these pollu-
tants from entering the lake.

Safety - To avoid bear conflicts
while camping, never leave
food, garbage or toilet articles in
your tent. Please use pack sack
hangers provided at designated
campgrounds. Hikers should make
noise when approaching blind cor-
ners to warn off bears and other
animals.

Mountain weather can change
without warning, be prepared. Take
spare, warm clothing and rain gear. 

It is advisable to leave an itinerary
of your trip with a friend or relative.

FORBIDDEN PLATEAU
PARADISE MEADOWS

Core Area 

Lodge Elevation: 720m

Cache 
Your Food!
BC Parks has installed new
metal food caches at Lake
Helen MacKenzie, Kwai Lake
and Circlet Lake campsites. 

The boardwalk trail system not 
only protects the fragile ecosystem 
it also makes the area much more 
accessible for everyone.

Visitors enjoy hiking the trails from July through November.   There’s also plenty to see and do in and around the Courtyard at Mount Washington.

Strathcona 
Provincial Park

Photo courtesy of 
Mount Washington Resort

Photo courtesy of Mount Washington Resort

B6 B7

FINE ITALIAN CUISINE

Dine on the Deck
Short stroll to Comox Marina

Open for Lunch & Dinner
Minutes to Filberg Lodge

Your hosts: Wendy & Bill Meade

Reservations Recommended
(for 6 or more)

Tel: 250-890-7575

140 Port Augusta, Comox

• 66 Rooms, air conditioned units available
• Kitchenettes • Fridges • Internet access
• Handicapped accessible units • Conference Room
• Cable TV & Movie Channel • In-room coffee/tea
• Seasonal outdoor pool • Coin Laundry

Close to restaurants, shopping, fishing, kayaking 
and hiking on Mount Washington.

Toll Free: 1-877-393-2200 or 250-334-2451
1885 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay  ancocourtenay@shaw.ca

Studio / Gallery
(weekends or by appointment, across from Black Creek Store)

Tel: (250) 337-1941
8269 North Island Highway, Black Creek, B.C.

www.brianscottfineart.com
 "Vancouver Island's Pre-Eminent Artist in Oils.

      See his work at the Raven Lodge."

• No early check-in, no hassles  • We fl y on your schedule  

 Powell River in 20 minutes ........ $90/pp*

 Tofi no in 40 minutes ................ $220/pp*

$365/pp*

 Denmand Island.......................................... $95/pp*

 Comox Glacier, Comox Lake &
 Forbidden Plateau. .................................... $173/pp*

 Hot Springs Cove - 1 hour, 40 min. fl ight,
 2 hours at the hot springs and
 a picnic lunch ........................................... $350/pp*

 Desolation Sound tour and a
 remote beach picnic. ................................. $173/pp*

 You pick the destination – Get away from the crowds.
 Custom packages designed for individual interests.
 Please call for pricing. * Prices based on double occupancy

with expert guides
............

Located 15 minutes north of Courtenay
6183 Whittaker Road • Open 9 am to dusk

www.woodlandgardens.ca • 250-338-6901

Refresh
Your

Senses!

ISLAND STYLE

FULL SERVICE KAYAK SHOP
 Touring • Recreational
 Whitewater
Sales•Lessons•Demos

Summer 
  Wear for guys 
     and girls

SKIM &
  BOOGIE BOARDS
      & Accessories

333 Fifth Street, Courtenay333 Fifth Street, Courtenay
Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week

333 Fifth Street, Courtenay
Open 7 days a week 338-8844338-8844

Ride the chairlift to the summit of Mount
Washington for spectacular views of

Strathcona Park, the Strait of Georgia
and the coastal mountains.

F E A T U R I N G

Full Service Marina
Ripple Rock RV Park

The Narrows Floating Restaurant
Located 12 miles north of Campbell River 

in the Seymour Narrows.

C A M P B E L L  R I V E R ,  B C

www.brownsbayresort.com



The BEST Gear at the BEST Prices - Guaranteed!
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The gear is here.The gear is here.

Outdoor Clothing
 Footwear
  Backpacks
    Tents
      Bags
       and more...

Outdoor Clothing
 Footwear
  Backpacks
    Tents
      Bags
       and more...

www.vpo.ca

615 Broughton Street  ✦ Victoria  ✦  360-2181

6550 Metral Drive  ✦  Nanaimo  ✦  390-6883

219 - 5th Street  ✦  Courtenay  ✦ 334-3963
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With 70,000 local and international
visitors each year, the Forbidden Plateau
area of Strathcona Provincial Park is
undoubtedly the most popular. But the
“other” end of Strathcona offers a
wealth of gems for hikers and walkers
of all abilities.

Strathcona is 250,000 hectares of diverse,
yet rugged wilderness slashing through the
centre of Vancouver Island. Dominated by
mountain peaks, the  park also offers visitors
alpine meadows laced with rivers, creeks,
streams and lakes. The forests in the valleys
and lower regions pre-date the discovery of
Vancouver Island by Captain James Cook.

Buttle Lake is the dominant body of water
in the park; it is also the site  of one of the
park’s more popular campsites (the other is at
Ralph River).  Besides Forbidden Plateau,
Buttle Lake is the only other place in the park
with visitor-oriented developments – the rest
of the park is a back-country  enthusiast’s
paradise.

GETTING THERE
To get to the north end of Strathcona Park,

follow Highway 28 through  Campbell River
to Buttle Lake, right on the highway. Trail
Maps are available.

STRATHCONA HIKES
One of the more popular trails to walk in

the Buttle Lake area is Elk River – an 11 kilo-
metre trail that begins right off Hwy. 28 and
follows the Elk  River for 10 kms before turn-
ing up to Landslide Lake (a five-hour hike).

Marble Meadows, a 6.6-km trail, offers
viewpoints, alpine meadows and limestone
formations. Start at the Phillips Creek Marine
Campsite on Buttle Lake (six-hour hike).

Upper Myra Falls is a 3-km trail that starts
just past the Westmin mine  operation and
follows a gravel road for 700 m before turn-
ing into a forested  trail (two-hour round-trip
hike). To access Myra Falls, start near the
south end of Buttle Lake and take the 1 km
trail down to the falls. Although this is a
short, 25 minute hike, use caution while at
the falls.

A weekend information service is operated
by Strathcona Wilderness Institute at Buttle
Lake Narrows.

CAMPING
Buttle Lake Campground features lake side

and forested camp sites. There is a selection
of trails to explore accessed from the camp-
ground. A boat ramp is available for those
who want to go fishing or explore this beau-
tiful waterway.

Explore the Buttle Lake area, the
“Other End” of Strathcona Park

Photo: Neil Havers

Check our searchable 
data base and find the
condo, townhouse or 
chalet that suits your 

needs and budget. 

www.mtwashington
accommodation.com

Looking for a place to stay on Mount Washington?

The Buttle Lake Campground features 
a safe, shallow sandy beach.

Published for your convenience by Rick
Gibson of Royal LePage in the Comox Valley. 

If you are looking for more information, wish 
to advertise, or want to submit information in
future issues contact us at (250) 334-3124 
or by e-mail: rick@themarmot.ca

Editorial:  Susan Quinn   

Sales: Wendy Woodley Ph. 250-897-3678  

E-Mail: wendy@themarmot.ca

Design/Production:  Havers Design

Printed in Canada

To read past issues of the Marmot go to

www.themarmot.ca

Your guide to What’s Up
on Mount Washington



left immediately onto the Jim Mitchell Road for
6.8 km. This is a rough gravel road not suitable
for small vehicles. Trail elevation change: 600
metres. Time 3-4 hours. Features river valley
and old growth forest then rocky out cropping
and a sub-alpine environment with excellent hik-
ing and views. Camp in designated areas at Baby
Bedwell and Bedwell Lakes. Fires are not per-
mitted. Be aware of bears.

CREST CREEK CRAGS
Technical climbing only. Picnic facilities.
Climbers can explore a number of rocky bluffs
in this area which is easily accessible from
alongside Highway 28. Climbers using the area
do so at their own risk. It is each climber’s
responsibility to climb safely and ensure that
they have the necessary skills to do so. Camping
and fires are not permitted.

LADY FALLS (1)
Length: 900 metres. Time: 20 minutes. The trail
starts at Hwy. 28. Enjoy the cool spray from the
falls. Picnic facilities at trailhead. No camping.

ELK VIEWPOINT (1)
Length: 400 metres. Time: 15 minutes. The trail
starts at Hwy. 28 and accesses a viewing plat-
form where you may be able to see Vancouver
Island’s unique Roosevelt elk. No camping.

LUPIN FALLS (1) Loop Trail
Length: 800 metres. Time: 15 minutes. Access
from Westmin Road. Walk a circular trail
through a cool forest to the waterfalls. No
camping. Picnic facilities at the trail-head and a
canoe and  kayak launch access for  Wolf River
and Titus Mt. marine campsites.

AUGER POINT (1) Loop Trail
Length: 400 metres. Time: 15 minutes. This 
forest is recovering from the fire of 1982. No
camping. Picnicking facilities at trail-head and 
a canoe and kayak launch access for Marble
Meadows trailhead.

MARBLE MEADOWS (3)
Length: 6.6 km. Time: 4-5 hours  to the Alpine
meadows. Elevation change: 1,250 metres.
Steep, some bluffs. Trail starts at Phillips Creek
marine campsite on Buttle Lake. Access by boat
from Auger Pt. or Karst Creek day use areas. Be
aware of submerged stumps in the lake. Random

T H E  M O U N T  W A S H I N G T O N  M A R M O T  •  S U M M E R  / F A L L  2 0 0 5B10

ELK RIVER TRAIL (2-3)
Length: 11 km.  Suggested time: 4-5 hours
Elevation change 600 metres. Trail starts at
Hwy. 28 and follows the Elk River Valley for 10
km before climbing up to Landslide Lake. Bare
rock sections. Camp in designated camping areas
only.

CREST MOUNTAIN TRAIL (3)
Length: 5 km. Time: 3-4 hours to the tarn. Steep
with an elevation change of 1,250 metres.
Caution required on single log creek crossing
(the last good water). The snow stays late into
the year on top.  Random camping allowed.

FLOWER RIDGE TRAIL (3)
Length: 6 km. Time to the subalpine ridge: 3-5
hours. Steep with an elevation change of 1,040
metres. The trail begins at Westmin Road, climb
an additional 200 metres from the top of trail to
flat ground for tents. Poor water. Panoramic
views. Camping possible at halfway point.

PHILLIPS RIDGE TRAIL TO ARNICA LAKE
(2-3) Length: 6.5 km. Time: 2-5 hours with an 
elevation change of 800 metres. This is a well
graded trail beginning at Westmin mine.
Observe old growth forest, a waterfall, and
alpine meadows. Designated camping area.
Bear cache.

UPPER MYRA FALLS (2)
Length: 3.3 km from the parking lot past the
yellow gate. Drive through the mine area to
find the parking lot. Time 2 hours. Elevation
change: 100 metres. Trail follows gravel road
for approx. 800 metres to the sign. Large trees.
Views of Mt. Myra and a waterfall. No camping.

TENNENT LAKE (3)
Length: 4 km.  Estimated time 2-4 hours with
an elevation change of 840 metres. Trail access
is from the parking lot at the mine. Walk past
the yellow gate on the gravel road for 1 km and
across a bridge to the  start of the trail which is
a rough, rocky, steep old roadbed. Old-growth
forest to sub-alpine. There is an undefined route
to access Mt. Myra from here. Tennant Lake is
dammed. Random camping is permitted.

BEDWELL LAKE (3)
Length: 6 km. Drive over the Thelwood River
bridge at the south end of Buttle Lake, and turn

camping is allowed in the meadows. Marble
Meadows features wonderful viewpoints, alpine
meadows and limestone formations.

KARST CREEK BOAT LAUNCH RAMP,
TRAIL  AND PICNIC AREA (1)
A good concrete ramp  located 4 km from
Ralph River Campground, and accessible from
the Westmin Rd. There is a large open grassy
area plus several picnic tables and fire pits, and
lots of room for parking. Karst Creek trail is a
1.3 km loop. Time: 45 minutes. Observe Karst 
geological formations such as sink-holes with
disappearing and reappearing streams. 
No camping. 

WILD GINGER (1) Loop Trail
Length: 800 metres. Time: 20 minutes. Access
is across the road from Ralph River
Campground.  The trail follows the Ralph River.
No camping.

SHEPHERD CREEK (1) Loop Trail
Length: 1.5 km. Suggested time: 1 hour and 15
minutes. Access is across the road from Ralph
River Campground. A shady walk along the
Ralph River then ascending to pass a lively
marsh. See dogwood trees in the spring. 
No camping.

PRICE CREEK TRAIL (2-3) 
Suggested time: 3-4 hours.  Trailhead can be
accessed near the Thelwood Creek Bridge.
Originally the only access route to Cream Lake
and still only suitable for Advanced Hikers, this
trail can make a pleasant day hike through
varying timbered areas if you turn around at or
before the log crossing. The route beyond this
log crossing is extremely rough and steep and
snow lingers late into the summer.

LOWER MYRA FALLS (1)
Length: 800 metres. Time: 30 minutes. Steep
descent. Enjoy several beautiful water cascades.
Use caution when approaching the creek, and
supervise small children. No camping.

BUTTLE LAKE BOAT LAUNCH
A good, recently lengthened concrete launch.
Located 1 km south of the bridge at the junction
and only 1.5 km from Buttle Lake Campground.
No camping. The launch provides immediate
access to the Rainbow Island marine campsites.

FORBIDDEN PLATEAU 
AND PARADISE MEADOWS
Refer to a separate flyer in “The Marmot” publi-
cation for information about this area which is
accessible from Mount Washington.

BUTTLE LAKE CORRIDOR
HIKING TRAILS, BOAT LAUNCH RAMPS, AND CAMPGROUNDS

The trails are graded as follows: (1) Easiest (2) Moderate (3) Difficult

RALPH RIVER CAMPGROUND
• Ancient forest, lake and river.
• Gates are open all summer until Sept. 30th.
• Picnic tables, fire rings, water pumps 

and pit toilets.
• Fee: $12.00 per party per night, 

$6.00  for extra vehicles.
• B.C Senior Citizens $7.50 during the 

spring and autumn.
• Firewood: $5.00 per bundle.
• Reservations are NOT taken, 

however the campground is rarely full.

BUTTLE LAKE CAMPGROUND
• Sand beach and playground.
• Three easy nature  trails begin here.  

Fish in Darkis Lake.
• Gates open all summer until Sept. 30th.
• Picnic tables, fire rings, water pumps 

and pit toilets.
• Fee: $15.00 per party per night. 

$7.50 for extra vehicles.
• B.C Senior Citizens $7.50

during the spring and autumn.
• Firewood: $5.00 per bundle.
• Some campsites can be reserved ahead of

time by contacting Discover Camping at
1-800-689-9025 or by going online at
www.discovercamping.ca

DRIFTWOOD BAY 
GROUP CAMPGROUND
• Private, covered shelter with woodstove 

and tables, large grass field, fire pit, pit
toilets, wheel chair access pit toilet, water 
pump, swimming area.

• Fee: $15.00 per party per night.  
$7.50 for extra vehicles.

• Firewood $10.00 per night
• The minimum number of parties allowed is 

5 and the maximum is 25.
• Fee for non profit youth and school groups

$50.00 per night.
• Tel. 250-287-2942 to book the campground.

Cream Lake and Nine Peaks

© 2005 Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc., Toronto, Ontario.

When heading out into the snow, 
bring a safety kit like this one.

2005 M-CLASS SPECIAL EDITION. With 105 standard features

including an Electronic Stability Program, 4-wheel Electronic

Traction System, Brake Assist, full time all-wheel drive and 

8 airbags, showing winter who’s boss has never been easier. 

And what better time to test drive an M-Class Special Edition 

than today? www.mercedes-benz.ca/mclass.

THREE POINT MOTORS NANAIMO LTD.
303 Terminal Avenue, Nanaimo BC V9R 5C7
Tel: 250-753-1444  Toll Free: 1-877-490-9844 
www.threepointnanaimo.com

Voted #1 in
Canada for 
Customer 
Satisfaction!

Join the 185,000
who flew YQQ
in 2004!

• New modern 
facilities

• Affordable 
parking

• Direct flights 
to Mexico’s east
and west coasts

• Daily direct 
flights to
Vancouver 
and Calgary

250-897-3123

It’s Vacation Time...

Anytime!

www.comoxairport.com

Island
PUBLISHERS LTD.

Call For Free Estimate

727-2460 ◆ 245-0350

Two Conveniently Located Printing Plants

Victoria 250-727-2460 200-770 Enterprise Crescent

Ladysmith 250-245-0350 23 High Street 

Quality Printers 
of Weekly and Monthly Publications, 

Flyers, Recreation Brochures. Distribution
available through community 

newspapers from Victoria to Port Hardy.
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OFFERING BOOKINGS FOR:
~ BLUEBERRY HILL
~ CREEKSIDE HOUSE
~ MOUNTAINSIDE LODGE 
~ PARADISE RIDGE
~ PARKVIEW PLACE 
~ PTARMIGAN RIDGE 
~ PRIVATE CHALETS ON FOSTERS PLACE

Toll Free Reservations: 1-866-826-7325
email: info@peakaccom.com

Tel: 250-897-3851 Fax: 250-897-3951
On-mountain check-in at 1268 Fosters Place

www.peakaccom.comP E A K  A C C O M M O D A T I O N S
MOUNT WASHINGTONS all season ACCOMMODATION BOOKINGS
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