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The new Ozone Tube Park will be
larger, with five lanes, and the lift will
be a covered Magic Carpet.   

After nearly two decades of serving
visitors who wanted to do some snow
sliding near the Alpine Lodge, the Ozone will
be relocated to just behind the Learning
Centre (the Bradley Building), Mount
Washington Alpine Resort Director of
Business Operations and Marketing Don
Sharpe said. “That’s going to be the next ex-
citing thing for the wintertime,” he said.

“You stand up next to the tubes on the
Carpet on your way up,” Sharpe explained.
“You get off at the top and tube down, then

get back on the Carpet again.” This will
bring to five the number of covered Magic
Carpets at the Resort.

“The original tube park no longer has
the capacity for all the people that want to
use it,” Sharpe said. “Lineups are long and
the lift is getting old and tired. The next
lift will be brand new and will be more
comfortable for people lining up,” he
added.

The vertical pitch will be steeper at the
beginning with a longer runout, which
will eliminate the need for hay bales at the
end. “It’s more in line with what today’s
tube parks are like,” Sharpe said. 

O-Zone Tube Park Expands to a New Location
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RESORT
ACCOMODATIONS

HIKING TRAILS

CHAIRLIFT RIDES TO A 
MILE ABOVE SEA LEVEL

The new Ozone will still be lit at
night, will have music playing in the
background and will continue to have
a family atmosphere.

Continued on page 7

Photo: Courtesy Mount Washington Alpine Resort
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Consumers maintain optimism 
regarding Canadian recreational
property market, according to
Royal LePage survey.

TORONTO, MAY 16, 2013 - According
to a new survey released today by Royal
LePage, interest rates factor hugely into
the decisions of Canadian households
when i t  comes  to  purchas ing  a
recreational property.

The survey, which polled Canadians
across the country who either currently
own or intend to purchase a recreational
property within the next five years, found
that most (82 per cent) Canadians say
interest rates will influence their decision
to purchase a recreational property - and a
majority (58 per cent) feel added urgency
to buy a recreational property while interest
rates are low.

“Despite financial and economic
uncertainty, or perhaps because of it, we
have found that the enduring value of
recrea t iona l  proper t i es  i s  wide ly
recognized by Canadians,” said Phil Soper,
president and chief executive of Royal

INSIDE 
THIS ISSUE... 

somewhat or very unlikely to sell their
property upon retirement.

“Canadians have long valued the
ability to escape the city to spend time
with friends and family,” said Soper. 

“A place to get away from the pressures
of daily life seems to be more attractive
now than ever.”

LePage Real Estate Services. 
“The recreational property market has

remained remarkably  s tab le  and
resilient.”

According to the survey, the majority
of current recreational property owners
plan to keep their properties long-term,
with 60 per cent stating that they are
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News In Brief
Encompassing people, places
and community happenings at 
Mount Washington Alpine Resort.
•••

‘Summer Camp’ took on a whole new
meaning for Mount Washington Alpine
Resort Director of Public Relations Brent
Curtain this year.

Curtain and Webmaster Darcy Friesen
attended the fourth annual Social Media
Camp in May at the Victoria Conference
Centre.

This is the second year that Curtain and
Friesen have attended the camp, which
attracts everyone from online gurus to
business people, small business owners
and non-profit operators, all learning how
to make their online platforms successful.

Attending the camp is a good way to
keep up with trends and social media

methods, Curtain said.
(You can read more about the
Resort’s success with social
media elsewhere in this
edition of the Marmot.)

•••

And speaking of 
social media...  one of the
Resort’s bloggers, triathlete
Gillian Clayton, also has a
blog dedicated to her
triathlon training at 
rundriven.blogspot.ca. 

Clayton, who grew up downhill skiing
at Mount Washington, wrote this past
winter about her love for Nordic skiing as
aerobic conditioning.

She has a special project on the go for
this summer; a new addition to her family.
She’s due on the same day as the Subaru
Ironman Canada competition. Now, how’s
that for timing?

•••

Visitors were able to get
around Mount Washing-
ton Alpine Resort in style
this winter. Ambassador
Shuttle Services from
Courtenay provided a
shuttle that did the rounds
from Deer and Bear Lodges
all the way around to Raven
Lodge and back, on a
regular daily schedule.
The service ensured guests
could access all corners
of the Resort.

Tour i sm Mount  Washington was
instrumental in bringing this service to the
Resort last season.

“It was a really nice service we hope to
be repeating this coming year,” Tourism
Mount Washington Manager Sarah
Nicholson said.

Continued on page 23

Photo: Susie Quinn

Mike Manara 
and Delilah Rose
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Dale Logan has been a fixture at
Mount Washington Alpine Resort for
13 years. He has spent the past two
years as the Resort’s Risk Manager.

“People may recognize me from being
out on the lifts as a lifty, helping guests
load and unload every chair we have on
the hill. Then more recently as the Lift
Operations Supervisor,” he says.

So, what exactly does a Risk Manager
do? Risk management is the identification,
assessment and prioritization of risk, says
Logan.

“There is risk in everything that every-
body does all the time. Ski hill operations
are no different,’ he explains.

“Dealing with outdoor recreation such
as we do, there can be all kinds (of risk),”
he says. “Probably one of the easiest ones
for our snow sliding guests to see and hear
is the avalanche control that our Patrol

Department does on a continual basis to
manage  the  r i sk  o f  an  in-bounds
avalanche.”

The loud booms that visitors hear in the
early morning fol lowing a night of
significant snowfall are the Patrol
Members using explosives to trigger
avalanches and reduce the risk of these
avalanches being triggered naturally by a
skier or snowboarder, Logan says.

Although Logan is the Resort’s Risk
Manager, he says he is just one of many
people who manage risk at the Resort. 

“I feel it is everybody’s responsibility to
manage the risk to themselves and our
guests in whatever areas they work or play
in,” he says. “My position helps others
focus on the things that need to be done to
accomplish this.”

Logan loves his job, particularly
because of where it’s located. 

Continued on page 7

In Profile: Dale Logan
Mount Washington has a lot of fun
on tap this summer, from a new
festival called ‘Tapped’ to Mile High
Adventures on the scenic chairlift. 

“We’re going to be focusing on scenic
chair rides and hiking,” Director of
Business Services and Marketing Don
Sharpe said.

The Mile High Chairlift still offers
awesome panoramic views of Georgia
Strait, the Comox Valley and Strathcona
Provincial Park, and it’s still reasonably
priced, he added.

There are hiking trails visitors can take
to walk back down to the Alpine Lodge,
and there will be some geocaching events
at the Resort this year.

Once visitors get to the top of the chair-
lift they can plot out their own inukshuks
in preparation for the Inukshuk Building
Contest on Aug. 2 - 3. The contest ran

successfully last year, Sharpe said.
Inukshuk, the singular of inuksuit,

means "in the likeness of a human" in the
Inuit language. Inukshuks are monuments
made of stones that are used by the Inuit
in Canada’s north for communication and
survival. The traditional meaning of the
inukshuk is "someone was here”.

Inukshuks were made famous in British
Columbia during the 2010 Winter
Olympics, which used the inukshuk for
its emblem.
Tapped, slated for July 12 at Raven
Lodge, replaces Suds and Scotch. “It
will be more food related,” Sharpe said.
The Beer Festival will include a beer
seminar hosted by Cascadia Liquor
Courtenay General Manager Jeff Lucas,
tastings, live music and a pig roast in the
middle of the courtyard.

Continued on page 7

Summer 2013 Preview
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Spend some
‘DOWNTIME’
in Cumberland.

When you are coming down 
from Mount Washington...

Eat, Shop and Play
in Cumberland!
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  Hike Mount Washington
In the Village • On the Mountain • In Strathcona Provincial Park
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When Mel Pemble announced two
years ago that she wanted to be a
competitive ski racer, her mother
Rachel wasn’t sure how to react. 

They were sitting in their home in
England when Mel made her announce-
ment. The notion surprised Rachel for a
couple of reasons. Mel had suffered a
skiing accident and spent quite a time
recovering from it. She is also afflicted
with mild cerebral palsy, so her right side
is slower than her left.

“I’ve never stopped her aspirations in
doing anything, really,” Rachel said from
the family’s home in Victoria.

Within a couple of days, Mel had
found a school in Canada where she could
take classes in the morning and ski in the
afternoon: Podium of Life at Mount Wash-
ington Alpine Resort, run by Shane and
Corey Harle of Campbell River. 

“When I found (the school) on the
Internet I thought it was really cool,” says
Mel.

Mel learned to ski in France during a
holiday. However, in 2007 she had an

P
h
o
to

: 
N

e
il 

H
a
v
e
rs

Coastal Cruising Adventures aboard the

MV Uchuck III
FRIENDLY COVE VISIT BC'S BIRTH PLACE!

KYUQUOT ADVENTURE
Overnight trip departs Thursdays, departs 7am (March to October)
includes accommodations and breakfast in Kyuquot.  
Double Occ: $535 ~ Single Occ: $385 ~ Child (6-12 years with adult): $195

NOOTKA  SOUND DAY TRIP
Tuesdays, departs 9am (Year Round) 
Adult: $70 ~ Senior: $65 ~ Child (6-12 years with adult): $35

Wednesdays & Saturdays, June 22 ~ September 14, 2013  Depart Gold River 10 am
Adults: $80 ~ Seniors (60+): $75 ~ Child (6-12 with adults): $40 ~ Under 6: FREE

Reservations Required
1-877-824-8253
or  250-283-2515
www.getwest.ca

Visit Friendly Cove!

Wildlife Viewing!

Kayak Drop-O"!

Podium of Life assists an avid skier to compete, 
in Adaptive Sports AND able-bodied sking.

Relax and enjoy the beautiful scenery
of Vancouver Island’s rugged West Coast
as you tour its inlets with Get West
Adventure Cruises aboard the MV
Uchuck III, a 136-foot passenger and
freight vessel providing service through
historic Nootka, Esperanza, and Kyuquot
Sounds.

Their schedule provides day and
overnight cruises through some of
Vancouver Island’s most spectacular
scenery, perfect for a short adventure or
family vacation. 

Watch the day-to-day events of a
working coastal vessel, explore the
shores and waterways of isolated inlets,
and see a variety of wildlife – black bears,
eagles, sea otters, Pacific dolphins,
gray and killer whales. 

Take advantage of the
Uchuck’s route to wet
launch your kayak or be
dropped off at the Nootka
trailhead for a four to five
day hiking trip along
Vancouver Island’s most
remote and pristine coastal
trail – without the long
waitlist of the famed West
Coast Trail. 

Cruise aboard the MV Uchuck III
a coastal passenger and freight vessel that provides numerous services 

to ports-of-call in Nootka, Esperanza and Kyuquot Sound.

Or maybe you’re more interested in the
r ich  h i s tory  o f  the  Uchuck I I I ,  a
converted minesweeper from WW2, and
the local villages it frequents.

A day trip to spectacular Friendly Cove,
better known as the birthplace of British
Columbia, is a must to see on everybody’s
travel list.  If you desire a longer voyage try
the two day adventure trip to Kyuquot.
Here the M.V. Uchuck III goes about
delivering cargo to isolated marine out
posts.    

Located at its homeport in Gold River,
the M.V. Uchuck III is your ticket to the
West Coast. Their friendly crew and staff
will make your visit a memorable one.

Toll Free: 1-877-824-8253 
www.getwest.ca

accident and badly twisted one of her
knees.

She re-learned the sport during a
family Christmas holiday to Mount Wash-
ington Alpine Resort in 2010. It was there
that ski instructor Dave Brown fueled her
passion for the sport.

“He was really good in taking little
steps,” says Mel. It wasn’t until the
Pembles returned to England that she
decided she’d like to take up ski racing.

Mel has attended Podium of Life for
two years now. “We threw ourselves into
the first (year),” says Rachel. “We lived on
the mountain for the whole season. Mel’s
physical development snowballed.”

“I like it because it’s a great opportunity
to do what I actually enjoy, while I go to
school,” says Mel. “I really love skiing so to
have that in your curriculum…”

That first year she skied with the
Vancouver Island Society for Adaptive
Snowsports program at Mount Washington,
and won a Gold Medal in her first race, a
giant slalom at Mount Washington, as well
as a Bronze. A month later she won two
Bronze medals at a provincial competition
at Cypress Mountain in Vancouver.

Last season her goal was to make the
able-bodied ski team. With Podium of Life
she was able to do more race training, and
she  a l so  sk ied  wi th  the  adapt ive
snowsports team again. 

Mel made the Provincial Team for
able-bodied skiing as well. She won
several medals with the Adaptive
Snowsports Team, and was invited to
compete with the able-bodied team at
the Whistler Cup.

Continued on page 6

Breakfast Wraps, Sandwiches,
Soups, Salads, Baked Goods,

Espresso Coffee & More

Located in the Old Post Office
Open Mon.-Sat. 8am-4pm (closed Wed.)

Sunday 9am-4pm
250-400-1111   www.wanderingmoose.ca

Passengers visiting
Friendly Cove

Mel Pemble 
competes in the 
2013 
Whistler Cup 
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OMG. Here’s a video update; see
our YouTube channel; catch us on
Twitter; new blog post; thanks for
posting to Instagram.

While the Resort has had an active
website for many years, and has a presence
on Facebook and Twitter, the marketing
department ramped it up in a major way
this past winter.

The age-old dilemma with social media
is whether you use your media to deliver
a sales pitch, or whether you use it to
engage with people who are interested in
your product, Resort Director of Public
Relations Brent Curtain explained. 

Sometimes people don’t want the sales
pitch, they want to engage in a digital
“conversation” with you. That’s the
approach Curtain, Webmaster Darcy
Friesen and the rest of the Marketing and
Public Relations Department at Mount
Washington has taken.

This was the first year the Marketing
Department put together weekly video
updates on conditions and activities at the
Resort. “We were pleasantly surprised by
the views,” Curtain said. Between 1,500
and 2,000 view every week “brought us
well over 22,000 views throughout the
winter,” he said. “And that’s just the
weekly updates alone.”

Podium of Life
continued from page 5

“I was overwhelmed with it at one
point,” says Rachel. But she backed off of
her own fears to allow Mel to pursue her
dream.

“I’ve had my heart in my mouth all
season,” says Rachel. “She’s skiing way
better than anyone in our family now.
She’s got determination, she’s got speed...
she wants to go to the Olympics in 2018.”

Mel has also worked hard at her
academic subjects at Podium of Life,
through the eBlend program. Prior to
attending the academy she didn’t like
math, but she was challenged at Podium
of Life to achieve some goals in that
subject and she finished the entire math
curriculum in four months.

Although Mel has completed her
season with Podium of Life and has
returned to school at Selkirk Montessori
in Victoria, she plans on returning to the
snowsports academy at Mount Washing-
ton next winter. And she has the full
support of her parents, too. “I wish I’d
have been allowed to follow my dream at
her age,” Rachel said.

The Pembles are not unique in their
confidence in Podium of Life. Aryn
Smith-Avendano’s son enrolled in the
academy earlier this spring. “The
impact that the teacher, Shane Harle,
has had on my son is amazing,” she said.

“My son actually feels engaged in
school and doesn’t see it as a burden to
learn. He spends the morning doing his
academics and then spends the afternoon
working on his leadership and personal
development through skiing. In one week
my son can actually see the potential that
he has and feels that it is attainable. That
is worth more than anything for a parent
to see the light in their child’s eyes.”

Social Media, a whole new 
language for Mount Washington.

He plans to keep up the momentum
this summer. “We’re looking at creating
more video content going through next
winter,” he added.

Building a visual picture was critical for
the Resort - everyone wants to see the big
powder, happy faces and beautiful blue
bird days - so in addition to the video
updates they signed on with Instagram.
Visitors were encouraged to post photos
to the Resort’s Instagram channel, and
photos of the week were published.

The Resort’s website also featured five
bloggers writing about different aspects of
life at Mount Washington. Canadian
triathlete Gillian Clayton wrote about the
Nordic side of the Resort and how cross-
country skiing is good off-season aerobic
training. Miguel Strother is an accom-
plished travel writer who came to Mount
Washington on assignment in 2007 and
decided it was where he wanted to be.
Eugene Chung was the Snow Tubing
Supervisor as well as a ski patroller,
writing about his exploits on the runs and
giving people an inside view of the ski
patrol. Sterling Todd Keys, already an ac-
complished writer and photographer, was
also a member of the Pro Ski Patrol. He
wrote about all things patrol and weather.

Sheila Rivers is a graphic designer and

mother of a toddler, and her posts dealt a
lot with family-oriented items at the Re-
sort. Erik Clevering, from the Nether-
lands, was determined to go from zero to
ski hero in one season, and blog about his
experiences. He made some interesting
videos, including one about selling his
precious snowboard in favour of some
downhill skis to answer another challenge.
The demographics for most social media is
younger —perhaps 15 to 35 years — but
Curtain said their Facebook site likes
“were all over the board.”
Although it’s nearly impossible to corre-
late steady click-throughs and views into
hard dollars earned, the exposure per-
spective is invaluable, Curtain said.
“Now we have some numbers to work
with going forward.”

FREE Initial Consultation, we’ll come to you!  Tel: 250-338-6747  Toll Free: 1-800-214-4520

Accident Recovery Settlements should 
never be as Painful as the Accident. 

Speak to us before talking to, or settling 
with ICBC and we will make that the case. 
It’s never too late to talk to us for the first time.

SMALL TOWN SERVICE        BIG CITY EXPERTISE

In Association with

                     www.awslaw.ca
   512 Fourth Street, Courtenay, BC  

We focus on representing people who have been injured  

in motor vehicle accidents. We have years of experience 

dealing with complex medical issues and catastrophic

 injuries with a particular focus on brain injury cases.

QUICK FACT: 
Podium of Life Snowsports Academy
student, Erin Sketchley, continued 
her education while traveling 
abroad once school finished at 
Mount Washington. She is 
completing Grade 8 while 
traveling Southeast Asia.
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In Profile: 
Dale Logan
continued from page 3

“Mount Washington
is one of the most
spectacular places I
have been,” he says.
“The views, the natu-
ral environment are
unreal in the summer
or winter.”

Logan has taken
many risk manage-
ment courses from
Selkirk College and
the Canada West Ski
Area Association over
his years in lift oper-
ations and with the
Resort’s WorkSafe BC
Occupational Health
and Safety commit-
tee. He says they
prepared him for his
job as Risk Manager.

“My experiences
being the Lift Ops Supervisor and being
exposed to so much that goes on at our
operation outside really helped prepare
me for what I am doing now,” he says.

“I was attending Vancouver Island
University in Nanaimo working toward a
B.A. in Physical Education. One of the
credit courses they offered was skiing at
Mount Washington. It was a no brainer,
credit for skiing! I’ve since become a
snowboarder.”

Away from the mountain, Logan enjoys
everything the Comox Valley has to offer -
everything from boating to barbecuing. “I
really enjoy the snow and the sun and I
use the time in the middle to get ready for
one of those two,” he says.

Summer Preview
continued from page 3

The Alpine Wine and Food Festival is
slated for Aug. 9-10 at Raven Lodge. This
year’s festival includes a wine tour of three
local wineries on the Saturday prior to the
wine pairing dinner back at Raven Lodge
in the evening. 

Raven Lodge will be a busy place this
summer with a full slate of weddings.
The Resort plays host to Mud, Sweat

and Tears Adventure Race on Aug. 17.
The event promises to draw hundreds to
participate and watch people crawling,
climbing, swimming and dragging them-
selves through seven different extreme
adventure stations, in five-kilometre, 10
km and monster style.
The Bearclaw Invitational Slopestyle

bike event returns Aug. 23–24.

Bliss...fully
Clean

Bliss...fully
Clean

Discover the Zen in your home with All Natural
Aromatherapy Cleaning. Better for your Health,
your Home, the Environment and SAVES YOU
MONEY because we make our products.

• We are locally owned, operating for 8 years now. We are now based on Mount 
Washington year round to better service customers. • We clean for:  Residential, 
Guest Check-out Cleans, Property Management, Construction Clean-ups, 
Party Clean-ups, Deep Cleans, Emergency Cleans and any other cleaning needs.

Please Call us for an appointment, booking or ratesPlease Call us for an appointment, booking or rates
at 250-937-1765 or email us at blissfully.clean@yahoo.comat 250-937-1765 or email us at blissfully.clean@yahoo.com

Please Call us for an appointment, booking or rates
at 250-937-1765 or email us at blissfully.clean@yahoo.com

You can purchase any of our cleaning and washing products, supplying  you 
with the most cost e�ective and non-toxic cleaning products available.

O-Zone On The Move
continued from page 1

Moving the Tubing Park is considered
Phase 2 of Easy Acres. Some of the
groundwork for moving the tube park was
done last year, when Easy Acres was
reconfigured and the original Magic
Carpets were installed.

The old tubing park will be converted
into a new ski run, Sharpe said. The move
will divert foot traffic so tubers aren’t
crossing any ski runs.

“At just under $1 million, this is the
first major investment the Resort has un-
dertaken in two years,” Sharpe said. “I
think it’s going to be a really good move.”

Thanks to these Visitor Centres for distributing The Marmot 

Alberni Valley    250-724-6535   www.avcoc.com

Campbell River 1-877-286-5705 or 250-287-4636 www.visitorcentre.ca

Cumberland 1-866-301-INFO or 250-336-8313 www.cumberlandbc.org

Duncan-Cowichan 1-888-303-3337 or 250-746-4636 www.duncancc.bc.ca

Gold River 1-250-283-2418 www.goldriver.ca

Nanaimo 1-800-663-7337 or 250-756-0106 www.tourismnanaimo.com

Parksville 250-248-3613 www.parksvillechamber.com

Saanich Penninsula 250-656-0525 www.spcoc.org

Qualicum Beach 250-752-9532 www.qualicum.bc.ca

250.334.8886
islandtubs@shaw.ca  COMOX VALLEY

Q U A L I T Y  S E R V I C E  S I N C E  1 9 8 1

• Equipment repairs
• Hot tub covers • Tune-ups
• Maintenance programs
• Chemical/water analysis
• Pool openings and closings
• Real estate inspections
• Plumbing repairs  

 
 

  
 

Getting you down the 
mountain safely

for more than 30 years!

250-338-9899
www.fixauto.com

2317 Cousins Road, Courtenay, BC  V9N 3N5

250-338-9899
e tha   for mor re than 30 y

mountain safely
ou doetting yGGetting y

250-338-9899
ears!e than 30 y

mountain safely
wn the ou do

250 3388 9899

PPoolools s ●● ArArenaenass
WWellneellnessss Cent Centrre ● e ● MMeeting Roomeeting Roomss

Pools ● Arenas

CVRD AQUATIC CENTRE
377 Lerwick Road, Courtenay

CVRD SPORTS CENTRE
3001 Vanier Drive, Courtenay

www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/rec
Tel: 250-334-9622

follow comoxvalleyrd

Wellness Centre ● Meeting Rooms

Committed to Serving the Vancouver Island North Constituents

104 - 576 England Ave.
Courtenay  V9N 2N3
Fax: 250-338-9361
250-338-9381

MP
Vancouver Is land No r th

www.johnduncanmp.ca

Enjoy the breathtaking scenery
on Mount Washington!

Be sure to take in the many events and activities
offered throughout the year.

Va
w

Enjoy th

Be sure
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GO TO SCHOOL  •  SKI AND SNOWBOARD
ON MOUNT WASHINGTON

Students (grades 3 to 12) go to classes in 
the morning, following the BC curriculum, 
then ski or snowboard in the afternoon.

"Parents now have a way for their children to pursue their dreams of excellence in sport without sacrificing their education.”   
Visit www.podiumoflife.com for further information.        Senator Nancy Greene Raine, Olympic & World Cup Ski Champion

Get school credits for skiing and snow 
boarding with Snow Sports PE, a grade 
10-12 course.

Podium of Life      meets the unique needs of students and helps to develop excited learners, excellent skiers and boarders and leaders of tomorrow.

Tourism Mount Washington has
leveraged destination marketing
dollars in a big way this year... 

By partnering with Mount Washington
Alpine Resort, they were able to partici-
pate in both Tourism BC’s Destination
Marketing Program as well as the Canada
West Ski Areas Association’s marketing
programs.

This enabled both Tourism Mount
Washington and the Resort to participate
in large marketing programs such as the
Global TV daily snow report and a poster
program aboard BC Ferries, among others.

The Association also ramped up its use
of social media, much like the Resort did,
and it has proven effective. In late winter
- early spring they participated in Tourism
Vancouver Island’s “Go Vancouver Island”
campaign, targeting the Alberta market.
This included television coverage and
Tourism Vancouver Island-focused video
clips. “We’re getting a really positive re-
sponse to that as far as destination aware-
ness,” Nicholson said.

“These partnerships and burgeoning
numbers of visitors from Alberta, Ontario
and the United Kingdom are proof that
the investment Tourism Mount Washington
has made is paying off,” Nicholson added.
“None of these things happen overnight.”

The Resort opened early again, 
for the fourth season in a row.  

Snow fell in normal amounts at Mount
Washington Alpine Resort this winter, and
the sun shone brightly on a successful
season of sliding on snow. “It ended up
being an average snowfall year for us,”
Director of Public Relations Brent Curtain
said. Twelve metres of snow fell between
November and April, “including six
metres in December that set us up for
winter. It’s one of the strongest starts I’ve
ever seen.”

The number of sunshine days doubled
to 70 this year - twice as many as the
Resort has seen in the past two winters,
Curtain said. “The majority of our skiers
are fair weather skiers. There’s our
powder skiers who like the big storm cy-
cles, but as far as broad-based appeal, the
weather this year? You couldn’t beat it.”

Visitor numbers were up overall.
“People were doing different things when
they came up,” Director of Business
Operations and Marketing Don Sharpe
said. “We didn’t necessarily see all the
alpine (skiing) visitors; people were snow-
shoeing and cross-country skiing.”

The Resort saw good growth in its
cross-country products, especially snow-
shoeing, he added. They added some new
activities like Winter Wonderland and
Family Day.

The lack of new snow in March saw
numbers soften, but stellar spring skiing
in May brought out the “bluebird” skiers.
“We had some spring skiing in May with
temperatures reaching 20 degrees Cel-
sius,” Sharpe said.

Family Day, the new statutory holiday
for British Columbia, “was a big success,”
Sharpe said, with 6,000 people coming
out each day. The Resort had the second
busiest day on the Sunday before the hol-
iday Monday, making it one of the top five
days of the season.

“Family Day brought in Christmas
numbers,” Curtain said. “We’d never
normally see those numbers in February.
It was huge for us and step forward.”

The Snow School enjoyed a very
successful winter as well with one of its
new programs, Rookie Year, Director of
Snow School and Rental Operations Mike
Manara said. “It’s probably one of the most
successful programs we’ve ever intro-
duced,” Manara said.

Another benefit the Resort saw this year
was an increase in the number of nights of
stays. More people stayed for three nights
or more than they have over the past
couple of winters, she said.

Nicholson and the Board continued
with plans to increase internal marketing
by putting out a twice-monthly newsletter,
Community Peaks, to keep members
apprised of activities. They also sent out
regular information bulletins to hotel
concierges in the Comox Valley and
Campbell River to let them know what
was happening throughout the Resort’s
season.

At the most recent Homeowners’ BBQ,
members passed the hat to raise funds for
the Mount Washington Volunteer Ski
Patrol. Board Chairman Tobin Leopkey
presented a cheque to the patrol for just
under $1,000 at the end of the season.

Membership has held steady for
Tourism Mount Washington, with 443
members at last count prior to the
Marmot’s press time. Nicholson is negoti-
ating with various businesses for benefit
packages, hoping to add tangible benefits
to membership.

“We’re still hoping to grow,” Nicholson
said. “We’re still hoping the Resort
community will recognize the benefits and
importance of a resort association in
building a vibrant community.”

Winter 2012-13 In Review



The Strathcona Park Wilderness Centre at the Paradise Meadows trailhead has a
Coordinator on site every weekend during the summer. Information on trail conditions
and hiking destinations is available to park visitors. The Centre is open (9 am - 4 pm)
Saturdays, Sundays and holiday Mondays; from the end of June to early October. 
Volunteers also staff the Centre on many weekdays.   

SPWC Rental Space The Centre is available for day rentals. The lower level is ideal for
presentations, workshops, or school groups, with meeting space for up to 30 people, a
small kitchen, and accessible washroom. Reduced rates are offered for non-profit groups
or schools - check the SWI website for info www.strathconapark.org  

The Centennial Trail into Paradise Meadows from the Wilderness Centre parking
area is completely wheelchair accessible. With gentle grades, this 2 km. trail is also
suitable for seniors and families with strollers. The trail connects into the extensive
trail system leading to Battleship Lake, Lake Helen Mackenzie and beyond.  

Forbidden Plateau &
Paradise Meadows

Want to enjoy the mountain flowers
and plants at your own pace? Strathcona
Wilderness Institute has placed native
plant markers at numerous locations
along the Centennial boardwalk. Or, visit
the Wilderness Centre for a brochure to
help you on your self-guided plant
identification walk.

Strathcona Wilderness Institute is
continuing the weekend information
service at Buttle Lake in Strathcona
Provincial Park. See page 11 for details.

Volunteers are always welcome to help
at either the Wilderness Centre or the
Information Hut. A good knowledge of
Strathcona Park and its trails is essential.

The Strathcona Park Wilderness
Centre at Paradise Meadows fulfills the
vision of Strathcona Wilderness Institute:
to create, with community partners, a
Centre for programs and information
on Strathcona Park. Assistance and
donations, whether financial or in-kind,
are always welcome, to help with the
ongoing operations and programs of
Strathcona Wilderness Institute.

BC Parks Map & Trail Guide
courtesy of Rick Gibson

2013 MAP & 
TRAIL GUIDE
Strathcona Wilderness Institute
offers Weekend Programs & Hikes

See page 20 for details, To help with the Institute’s 
operational costs, a donation of $5 to $10 is suggested.

Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hours) 
Direct: 250-338-1723  

Strathcona Park Wilderness Centre and Ampitheatre
Photo: Krista Kaptein
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If you would like to help support the
goals of SWI in any way, please visit 
the website at www.strathconapark.org, 

Or contact the SPWC Summer 
Coordinator at 250-650-4304  
or coordinator@strathconapark.org

Photo: Krista Kaptein

FAMILY DINING THAT’S
WELL WORTH THE DRIVE!

FAMILY DINING THAT’S
WELL WORTH THE DRIVE!

Eatery & Catering Co.

Open Daily 7am - 3pm       
2601 Cli�e Avenue, Courtenay, BC

250-334-8087             
www.platescatering.com

Home Made Soups • Sauces and Gravies • Great Burgers
Sandwiches • All Day Breakfast • Kids Play Area • Patio

250-334-2844  •  www.haversdesign.com
NEW OFFICE - 391-11th Street, Courtenay, BC

wwww w.www.wwwwwww.www.w

wwwwww w.www.w

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 
& SEARCH ENGINE STRATEGIES

Do You Have The Right Formula?

BRANDING • WEB
PRINT • ADVERTISING
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Special Regulations
Within the Core Area camping is only
permitted at these designated campsites:

• Lake Helen Mackenzie 
• Kwai Lake
•Circlet Lake

q  Campfires are prohibited everywhere
q  No mountain bikes
q  Pets must be on a leash and under
      control at all times
q  Please stay off revegetated areas
                                  Thank you

Toilets

Camping

Ranger Station

Parking

Hiking Distances
(in kilometres)
Trail

Route

Park Boundary

Core Area

Centennial
Loop Trail

Raven Lodge, Strathcona Park Wilderness Centre
& Vancouver Island Mountain Centre

In Case of Emergency...
• Contact Park Facility Operator in the area.
Location of Park Facility Operators may be
posted on the notice board at the ranger cabin.

• Phones are located at Mount Washington.
• In case of emergency, Phone 911
• To report a forest fire, dial 0 and ask for
1-800-663-5555

Maps and Guidebook
Scale 1:50:000  Nat. Topographic Series
-92 F/11 Forbidden Plateau
-92 F/12 Buttle Lake
Hiking Trails III Central and 
Northern Vancouver Island.

For Further Info
• See Park Facility Operators or go online to  

www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/strath

Routes
These routes are suitable for experienced hikers.
People using these routes should have map and com-
pass skills and be prepared for inclement weather.

From Circlet Lake
Mt. Albert Edward 2093m
Elevation gain: 935m • Distance: 6.5 km
Suggested time to summit: 5 hours

Follow signs towards Albert Edward from
Circlet Lake intersection. Trail climbs steeply for
first 3 km.  Once the first ridge has been reached
look for route leading South and follow for 2 km.
It’s another 1.5 km to the summit.

Castle Crag 1760m
Elevation gain: 620m • Distance: 6.3 km
Suggested time: 5 hours

Route begins at the southeast end of Moat Lake.
Follow route to the small col west of the sum-
mit. It's a steep scramble over loose rock to 
the top. Caution: This route crosses boulder
fields and slopes with loose rocks.

From Albert Edward
Augerpoint route (not shown on map)
Distance: 25 km (one way)   
Suggested time: 3 days

An extended route through to Buttle
Lake. From the summit of Albert Edward
descend it's southwest ridge to the
drainage divide above Norm Creek and
Ralph Lake. Continue up to Ruth Masters
Lake (local name) and above to the sad-
dle southwest of Augerpoint Mountain.
Continue southwest along the ridge to a
high point of 1760 m before descending
a long ridge above Shark Lake. Continue
northwest along route to reach the begin-
ning of the Auger-point Trail. This trail
descends steeply for 1400 m before arriv-
ing on the Parkway at Buttle Lake.

The following guidelines will help
to ensure that the Forbidden Plateau
area remains pristine for all who
venture there.

Hiking Trails - Please stay on
designated trails, stay off  revegetated 
areas and avoid taking short cuts.

Camping - Designated camping
sites are located at Lake Helen Mackenzie,
Kwai, Circlet and McKenzie-Douglas
lakes. Please use the tent pads and toilets
where provided. If a tent pad is unavail-
able choose a site that has exposed soil 
or will not easily be impacted.

Fires - Campfires are prohibited.
Please pack a campstove for cooking.

Cache your food!
BC Parks has installed new metal food 
caches at Lake Helen MacKenzie, Kwai Lake
and Circlet Lake campsites. 

Garbage - Help keep the back
country clean.  Pack out all garbage and
please pick up any litter you see. Please
do not use outhouses for trash receptacles.

Pets - Please keep your pet on a leash at
all times. Free running pets can harm
other animals, irritate other visitors and
can be harmed by wild animals. Do not
allow your pet to swim in the lakes as
this could contaminate drinking water
sources.
Groups - Larger groups of people tend
to concentrate use in an area and cause
extensive damage to the fragile vegeta-
tion. To reduce these impacts, we recom-
mend that group size be restricted to ten
or less people. Where this is not possi-
ble, the larger group should be split into
smaller groups which should travel and
if possible camp in different locations.

Water - Drinking water is available
from the lakes at all designated camp-
grounds. All drinking water should be
boiled or purified prior to consump-
tion. Please avoid swimming in these
areas as it may contaminate the water
supply. It is also important to use the
toilets and grey water pits provided to
keep these pollutants from entering
the lake.

Safety - To avoid bear
conflicts while camping,
never leave food, garbage 
or toilet articles in your
tent. Please use pack 
sack hangers provided at
designated campgrounds.
Hikers should make noise
when approaching blind
corners to wa  rn off bears
and other animals.

Mountain weather can
change without warning, 

be prepared. Take spare, warm clothing
and rain gear. It is advisable to leave an
itinerary of your trip with a friend or 
relative.

Forbidden Plateau
Paradise Meadows 
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Lakefront Camping
Cavern Tours

From Mild to Wild!

Rock Rappelling
NEW Cave and Trail
NEW Cave Theatre

Lakefront Camping
Cavern Tours

From Mild to Wild!

Rock Rappelling
NEW Cave and Trail
NEW Cave Theatre

Lakefront Camping
Cavern Tours

From Mild to Wild!

Rock Rappelling
NEW Cave and Trail
NEW Cave Theatre

Tel. 1-877-341-CAVE (2283)

+1 (877) 490-CONA (2662 
Ph. +1 (250) 331-0991

440 Anderton Avenue, Courtenay
Beside the 5th St. Bridge

Enjoy riverfront views in downtown 

Courtenay.  Open year-round,  your 

Comox Valley Recreation starts at The Cona. 

Dorms, privates 

& family suite. 

Beds from 

$23 per night.

FINE ITALIAN CUISINE

Dine on the Deck
Short stroll to Comox Marina

Open for Lunch & Dinner
Minutes to Filberg Lodge

Your hosts: Wendy & Bill Meade

Reservations Recommended
(for 6 or more)

Tel: 250-890-7575

140 Port Augusta, Comox

Clothing and accessories, SURF INSPIRED
as well as Surf and SUP boards and everthing in between. 
Show us your Mountain Sta! pass and get 10% o!!!!

101-1705 Comox  Avenue, Comox  -  250-941-1600

Hike the boardwalk along
side high alpine wetlands and
lakes with Mount Washington
ever present in the back-
ground. Be sure to wear suit-
able footwear and bring your
own water along.

Mount Washington Mount Washington Real EstateReal EstateMount Washington Real Estate

For up to date Properties For Sale watch
the Mount Washington Real Estate Channel.

Cablevision on Mount Washington
Access to 40+ channels plus movie 

channels (for an additional cost).
Internet Ski Pack $199.00 ~ Call for details

High Speed Internet Now Available

Coastline Broadcasting
Tel/Fax: 250-337-1824     st-pierre@shaw.ca

1502 Seaview Road, Black Creek, BC V9W 6E3

Lifestyle 
fashions and equipment for the

beach,downtown, on the mountain
or on the water.

250-338-8844  •  www.skiandsurf.ca
335 Fifth Street, Courtenay

Clothing • Footwear • Kayaks • Skis

Island style sports and fashions

Don McRae, M.L.A.
(Comox Valley)

Phone 250-703-2422
Fax 250-703-2425

don.mcrae.mla@leg.bc.ca
www.donmcraemla.bc.ca

437 - 5th Street, 
Courtenay, BC V9N 1J7
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Buttle Lake is easily accessible in
forty five minutes from Campbell
River on Hwy. 28. The drive takes
you alongside the Campbell and
Upper Campbell Lakes ending with
views of the expansive waters and
dramatic mountains of the Buttle
Lake corridor.

The beauty of this peaceful place will
take your breath away, and you will find
great opportunities for camping and
recreational pursuits.

People come to fish for trout, and to
swim, canoe, kayak, board sail, picnic,
sunbathe and waterski on the 25 km of
lake, while others enjoy the easy and
interesting nature walks, or more
challenging back country hikes. Local
guides and club members rock climb at
Crest Creek Crags. Some visitors just sit
quietly in the shade of ancient trees and
enjoy the fresh air.

Camping facilities include 85 sites at
Buttle Lake Campground on the lake  at
the North end, and 75 sites at Ralph
River Campground with both lake and
river access at the south end of the lake.
Drif twood Bay Campground ,  an
excellent facility for groups, is located
separately on the northern end of the
lake. You will also find simple wilderness
camping opportunities for boaters on the

western shoreline.
A pleasant white sand

beach and a playground
for children are available
at Buttle Lake Camp-
ground.  There  i s  a
concrete boat launch ramp
within two kilometres,
and also an undeveloped gravel launch
nearby. The lake levels are controlled by
hydro electric dams and tend to be low
during the winter but normally rise for
the summer months.

Ralph River Campground is shaded by
the  graceful beauty of an ancient forest of
cedar, hemlock and fir trees underneath
which you will likely see the resident
blacktail buck grazing. This peaceful
campground borders both the lake and a
lovely clear river, which is at times alive
with spawning trout. It’s a popular spot
for both fishermen and hikers of all levels.
Many of the trails are easily accessible
from Ralph River Campground. 

Please Note: All tributaries to Buttle
Lake are closed to angling.

There are interesting trails to explore
from less strenuous and more challenging,
and each with unique features to enjoy.
Opportunities  abound for everyone
throughout the Buttle Lake corridor. For
further information refer to the map on
the next page. If you are at Buttle Lake go
to park headquarters, where volunteers
from the  Strathcona Wilderness Institute
will assist you Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. Check out the Parks web site at
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks. 

Strathcona Provincial Park
Buttle Lake Information Hut

Run voluntarily by the
Strathcona Wilderness Institute

Do you have questions about
Strathcona Park and its fascinating

plants, wildlife or history? 
Are you interested in taking an 
easy day hike or exploring some 
of the challenging back country?

Strathcona Wilderness Institute is pleased 
to provide all visitors with a wide range of
information about BC’s oldest Provincial
Park, and one of our largest.

Maps, trail updates, visitor service details
and more! Available every weekend from
June 14 to September 15, 2013.

Visit us at the Park Information Hut: 
300 m. south of Highway 28 at the Buttle Lake
bridge turn-off to Gold River, at the Park Head-
quarters. Watch for the signs!

HOURS OF OPERATION
June 15 to September 16, 2012

Fri:   3pm ~ 8pm Sat:   10am ~ 6pm
Sun: 10am ~ 5pm  Mon: 10am ~ 4pm

 (holidays only) 

In poor weather, or if there are few visitors, 
the closing times may be earlier. 

Hours of operation will be posted at: 
• All campgrounds  • At the ‘Elk Portal’ 
• Trail head information kiosks
• Various locations in Gold River
• Some Island Visitor Centres
• SWI website at www.strathconapark.org  

Gerry Roberts ~ Volunteer Operator 

2013 MAP &
TRAIL GUIDE

Come  to the campgrounds at anytime
as there are almost always sites available
on a first come-first serve basis at both
major campgrounds. If you would like to
make a reservation at Buttle Lake Camp-
ground call Discover Camping at 1-800-
689-9025, or link up to the website at
www.discovercamping.ca.

To book Driftwood Bay Group 
Campground call 250-474-1336
or fax 250-478-0376.
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View of Buttle Lake (near the entrance to the
Provincial Campsite) from the bridge crossing

Highway 28 heading to Gold River.

Buttle Lake
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Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hours) 
Direct: 250-338-1723  

s t r a t h c o n a . b c . c a
250.286.3122    Vancouver Island, BC, Canada

& OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE

V A N C O U V E R  I S L A N D
MOUNTAIN CENTRE

Mount Washington, BC

OVERLOOKING STRATHCONA PROVINCIAL PARKOVERLOOKING STRATHCONA PROVINCIAL PARKOVERLOOKING STRATHCONA PROVINCIAL PARK

Start planning your
next adventure today!
vimountaincentre.com    250-331-9355

• Massage Therapies (By Appt.)

• Meeting Space Rentals
• Alpine Birthday Parties
• Outdoor Adventure Programs

• Large Group Accommodation
• Public Fitness Centre
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NORTH
  VANCOUVER
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BUTTLE LAKE CORRIDOR







NOTE: Cell phones don’t work in the Buttle Lake area 
and the nearest public phone is in Gold River, 40 km 
west on Highway. 28.
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Evidence has come to light that the recovering
Vancouver Island Marmot population at Mount
Washington has had a helping hand this year - a
large, furry hand this year. 

The evidence was discovered late last fall, just as the first
snowdrifts were piling up at the Resort. Rhodesian crypto-
zoologist Khodu Modumo, who was visiting a North Island
Post-Secondary Institution for a workshop, spent his free
weekend roaming the high alpine areas of Mount
Washington Alpine Resort, looking for rare plants to
photograph, when he heard a strange whistling sound
followed by a trio of three grunts.

Modumo said he recognized the high-pitched whistling
as the call of a marmot, thanks to a display at the Vancouver
Island Visitors’ Centre.

However, he was puzzled by the grunting noises. He
continued walking just below the ridge near the Outback
when he spied a curious sight: a family of three marmots
was gathered at the mouth of their burrow, and 20 feet to
the west, partially hidden in the tree line, was a large,
man-sized creature covered in tan-coloured hair.

“The marmots were facing the trees, ya, and it appeared
they were communicating something to the creature,”
Modumo said. “He looked almost like an army sentry,
guarding the burrow. I tried to take a picture, ya, but the
light was too harsh and the creature - what do you call it
here, sasquatch? It was completely in shadow.”

As the wind shifted, Modumo related, the marmots
sniffed the air and must have caught his scent because they
disappeared down the Marmot hole very quickly. When
Modumo looked to the tree line the creature was gone too.

Modumo, told the Marmot at first he thought he had
hallucinated, but when he walked toward the site there
were tufts of hair scattered around the mouth of the
burrow. He took a handful to examine later.

Modumo was granted permission to bring some of the
hairs back to his brother’s African laboratory for DNA
testing. He said the results could take a few months, and
didn’t anticipate having a definitive answer until after the
Marmot went to press for the summer edition.

“This is exciting, ya,” Modumo said. “Our South African
cryptids are nasty creatures; my colleagues will be amazed

to think a Canadian cryptid is actually helping guard a
lesser species.”

The discovery was equally exciting for a supporter of
the Vancouver Island marmot recovery team; where
biologists always thought sasquatch was one of the four
largest predators of the marmot behind cougars, wolves
and golden eagles.

“Boy, I guess we were really wrong,” said one biologist
who was too embarrassed to give her name.

www.discovermountwashington.com
Book online or call: 1.877.754.4661 or 250.590.1771

Live, Work, Stay and Play. . .
Scan to book your Summer Escape!  

Finest quality lingerie,Finest quality lingerie,
pleasure toys & lubes for pleasure toys & lubes for 

your Alpine Getawayyour Alpine Getaway
at Mount Washington.at Mount Washington.

Finest quality lingerie,
pleasure toys & lubes for 

your Alpine Getaway
at Mount Washington.

Romance Shop
The

Courtenay • 589 Cli�e Avenue  • 250-338-0669
Victoria • 2018 Douglas Street • 250-380-0069

Duncan • 80b Trunk Road •  250-597-0122

www.theromanceshop.org

Recent Sasquatch research points to Marmot Guardianship

250-338-1723 (Direct)
www.rickgibson.ca

Considering buying or selling 
a home in the Comox Valley?

Rick
Gibson

“I know the Comox Valley Real Estate market   
as well as I know Mount Washington’s. In fact, I’ve 
been a top producer in Comox Valley real estate sales 
over the past 23 years. I am never too busy to handle 
your Comox Valley Real Estate needs.”

2013 Summer
Rental Listings
& Village Map



ALPINE VILLAGE                                                               WINTER ~ QUIET, VEHICLE FREE VILLAGE WITH FOUR PERIMETER PARKING LOTS       SUMMER ~ DRIVE TO, WITH INDIVIDUAL PARKING

BEAUFORT HEIGHTS                                                      DRIVE TO WITH INDIVIDUAL PARKING

FOSTERS PLACE                                                               DRIVE TO WITH INDIVIDUAL PARKING

HENRY ROAD                                                                     DRIVE TO WITH INDIVIDUAL PARKING

NORDIC ROAD                                                                   DRIVE TO WITH INDIVIDUAL PARKING

ALPINE VILLAGE                                                               WINTER ~ QUIET, VEHICLE FREE VILLAGE WITH FOUR PERIMETER PARKING LOTS       SUMMER ~ DRIVE TO, WITH INDIVIDUAL PARKING

BEAR LODGE 1280 ALPINE ROAD          DRIVE TO SLOPESIDE LOCATION WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING, AND HOT TUB

BLUEBERRY HILL 1320 HENRY ROAD             DRIVE TO WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING, AND SAUNA

CREEKSIDE HOUSE 1380 HENRY ROAD            DRIVE TO SLOPESIDE LOCATION  WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING

DEER LODGE 1290 ALPINE ROAD            DRIVE TO SLOPESIDE LOCATION WITH  UNDER BUILDING PARKING, AND  HOT TUB

MOUNTAINSIDE LODGE 1340 HENRY ROAD            DRIVE TO WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING, HOT TUB AND SAUNA

PARADISE RIDGE 1201 HENRY ROAD            DRIVE TO WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING,  OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL, SAUNA AND HOT TUB

PARKVIEW PLACE 1370 HENRY ROAD            DRIVE TO WITH UNDER BUILDING PARKING FOR TWO VEHICLES

PTARMIGAN RIDGE 1105 HENRY ROAD            DRIVE TO ACCESS WITH OPEN PARKING

OFF MOUNTAIN ACCOMMODATION                     WATERFRONT RETREATS, AND MORE

1195 Alexandra Avenue “Chalet 62” Lower Crow's Nest 130 130 150 100 4 1 1 Y N N N 1 N Y N N Y N N N N O N Deidre Bjornson 250-390-4965 debjornson@gmail.com

965 Clinton Wood Court 180 230 250 150 10 5 3 Y Y Y N 0 0 0 N Y N N Y Y N P N Kazimiera Stypka 250-477-2270 stypka@shaw.ca

690B Castle Crag Crescent 250 300 400 CALL 12 3 2 Y N Y N 2 1 Y N Y Y N Y Y L P N Talaya 250-339-1105 talayac@gmail.com

750 Jutland Terrace "Chalet Nine" 300 350 400 200 12 3 2 Y N Y N 1 0 1 C Y Y W Y Y N P N Helen Austin 250-338-5859 www.chalet9.com

889 Jutland Terrace "The 18th Hole" 325 375 425 275 12 5 2 N N Y N 2 2 1 N Y Y W Y Y O P N Linda Marinus 250-338-2544 18thhole.ca

909 Jutland Terrace "Chalet 21" 295 385 495 150 10 4 2 Y N N N 1 1 1 C Y Y W N Y F P Y Paul Reynolds 250-653-4201 ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

1044 Meadow Lane "Chalet 40- The Big Chill" 275 325 325 CALL 14 3 2 Y Y N N 1 1 1 C Y Y W Y Y O P N Debra Stockdill 250-592-7278 thebigchill.typepad.com/

871 Strata Way "Doug's Chalet" 215 290 350 210 8 2 3 N Y Y N 1 1 1 N Y Y W Y Y L P N Deanne Lee 250-592-5001 www.members.shaw.ca/dougschalet/

974 Strata Way “Chalet 72” 165 260 350 150 8 3 2 Y N Y N 1 1 1 N Y Y N Y Y N P N Glenda Kirk 250-658-1260 chalet72@telus.net

980 Strata Way "Chalet 71" 200 300 375 175 12 4 3 N N Y N 1 1 1 N Y Y N Y Y N P Y Andy or Linda Blaine 250-595-4984 chalet71@shaw.ca

988 Strata Way "Red Roof Chalet - 70UP" 250 350 400 200 15 5 2 Y N N N 0 0 0 N Y Y N Y Y N N N Carol Turnham 250-592-2842 www.redroofchalet.com

988 Strata Way "Red Roof Chalet - 70DN" 200 250 300 150 10 3 1 Y N N N 0 0 0 N Y Y N Y Y N N N Carol Turnham 250-592-2842 www.redroofchalet.com

1030 Strata Way "Inglenook Stacked Log Chalet 73" 150 250 300 N/A 7 2 2 N N N N 1 1 N C Y N N N N N N N  Dow 604-362-6006 natashadow8@gmail.com

BUCKLEY BAY BEACH HOUSE   Buckley Bay 150 200 250 CALL 6 2 2 Y N N Y 1 0 1 C Y Y E N N F P N John & Sue 250-335-0350 www.rentalvancouverisland.com

COURTENAY RIVER COTTAGE  Downtown Courtenay 160 175 200 CALL 6 3 2 Y N N N 1 0 Y C N N E N N F P CALL Jacqueline 250-897-8383 www.courtenayrivercottage.ca

605 Arrowsmith Ridge "Pelayahu Escape" 475 575 625 350 12 4 4 Y Y N Y 1 1 1 N N Y P N N O P N Elsie 604-530-8241 www.mountwashingtonchalet.com

620 Arrowsmith Ridge "K2 Chalet" CALL CALL CALL CALL 12 4 3 Y N N N 3 N 1 Y N Y N N N L P Y Stephan Krieger 250-477-3878 skrieger@telus.net

680 Arrowsmith Ridge "Big Red" 498 600 700 300 16 5 2 Y N N N 2 N 1 C Y Y P N N N P N Jen Bryans 604-807-2847 www.bigredchalet.com

680 Arrowsmith Ridge "Big Red" Main 249 300 350 150 8 3 1 Y N N N 1 N Y C Y Y P N N N P N Jen Bryans 604-807-2847 www.bigredchalet.com

899 Cruikshank Ridge "Mt. Washington Chalet" Call Call Call Call 26 7 4 Y N N N 3 3 1 C Y Y P N N F P N Julia & Arnie Hengstler 250-537-5083 www.mtwashingtonchalet.com

909 Cruikshank Ridge 200 500 350 150 10 3 3 Y N Y N 1 1 1 N Y Y E N N O P N Peter & Kari Zimmerman 250-951-8221 peter@peterz.ca

1162 Fosters Place "Chalet Adams" 395 650 880 250 12 5 4 Y N N N 3 0 1 C Y Y P N N F P N Aileen 1-866-707-0018 www.washingtonwaychalets.com

1187 Fosters Place “Chateau Cona” 477 647 Call Call 19 5 3 Y Y Y Y 3 3 1 S Y Y E N N O P N Brian & Karla 250-871-8807 www.chateaucona.com

1187 Fosters Place “Chateau Cona ~ Upper” 397 497 CALL 217 12 3 2 Y Y Y Y 2 2 1 S Y Y E N N O P N Brian & Karla 250-871-8807 www.chateaucona.com

1203 Fosters Place "Mt Washington Guest House" CALL CALL CALL CALL 28 7 4 Y Y N Y 1 0 1 C Y Y P N N F P N John or Sue Twose 250-335-0350 www.mtwashingtonguesthouse.com

1375 E  "Strathcona Vacation Rental Home" CALL CALL CALL CALL 9 3 3 Y N N N 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N F P N John or Sue Twose 250-335-0350 www.strathconabandb.com

1381 A Strathcona Park Lodge ~ Alpine Chalet 505 595 715 505 12 3 3 Y N Y Y 1 N 1 N N N P N N F P N Strathcona Park Lodge 250-286-3122 www.strathcona.bc.ca

1346 Nordic Road “Timberline Chalet” 299 399 399 175 7 2 2 Y N N Y 1 N 1 C Y Y N N N O P Y Elaine & Al Dillabaugh 1-877-887-8834 phorse@shaw.ca

736 - 5 Albert Edward Place "93-5" 100 175 200 95 8 3 2 N N Y N 1 1 1 C Y Y N Y Y N N N Barb Hall 250-595-6454 bandthall10@gmail.com

737 - 1 Albert Edward Place "92-1" 100 150 175 80 6 3 2 N N Y N 1 0 1 C Y Y P N N N P N Cathy Bouthillier 250-812-9123 koi@telus.net

737 - 3 Albert Edward Place "92-3" 95 145 175 65 6 3 2 Y N Y N 2 2 1 C Y Y N Y Y O N N Tim Van Alstine 250-704-6566 mtwash737@gmail.com

691 - 5 Castle Crag Crescent 110 140 180 75 8 2 1 Y N N N 1 1 N Y Y Y W N N N N N Colin Green 250-477-3907 colin.green1@shaw.ca

691 - 11 Castle Crag Crescent 100 165 225 75 7 2 1 Y N N N 1 1 1 C Y Y Y N Y N Y N Deborah Nostdal 250-537-9618 dnostdal@shaw.ca

691 - 12 Castle Crag Crescent 120 150 180 75 7 2 1 Y N N N 1 0 1 C Y N W N N N P N Gabrielle or Brian Grady 250-592-4271 condo@briangrady.com

695 - 307 Castle Crag Crescent 100 150 180 60 6 2 2 Y N Y N 2 2 1 C Y Y N N N N P N Justin White 250-207-0341 justin.white@pntmail.com

788 - 102 Castle Crag Crescent 85 150 185 60 8 2 2 Y N Y N 1 1 1 N Y Y W N N N P Y Lisa Petty  N/A  ~   email mt.washingtoncondo@shaw.ca

784 - 8  Washington Way "Snowbird" 100 170 135 75 8 3 2 Y N Y N 2 2 1 C Y Y E N N N P N Josie Laslo 250-285-3682 jo.laslo@sd72.bc.ca

828A Washington Way  "Sunrise Chateau"   prices + HST 275 375 CALL 175 12 5 3 Y Y N N 5 5 1 S Y Y P N N O P N Stan & Nancy Fry 250-474-3008 frycement@pacificcoast.net

1044 - 3 Washington Way 100 160 200 75 8 3 2 N N Y N 2 1 1 C N Y N N N O P N Joan Scheunhage 250-723-4881 N/A  ~ please call

1084 - 9 Washington Way "Westview Inn" 100 150 190 75 5 3 2 Y N Y N 1 0 1 C Y Y N Y Y N N N Fred & Bernice 250-655-8827 millsfb@gmail.com

101 150 195 275 100 4 1 1 Y Y N Y 2 1 1 C Y Y P N N F P N Doug Yelland 250-744-9214 www.bearlodgecondos.com

210 160 225 325 129 7 2 2 Y N N Y 2 N 2 C Y N P N N O P N Leigh Unickow 250-667-4801 www.stayalpine.com
307 150 220 325 150 8 2 2 Y N N Y 2 0 1 C Y Y P N N O N N John Cooper N/A  ~  email mdaccommodations@shaw.ca

309 150 220 320 100 6 2 2 Y Y N Y 2 0 1 C N Y P N N F P N Cheryl Adebar 250-339-3150 cheryladebar@gmail.com

401 165 240 325 Call 6 2 2 Y N N Y 2 N Y Y Y N P N N F P N Ken Heinrich 250-792-3424 beardlodge401@gmail.com

406 185 260 325 135 6 2 2 Y N N Y 3 0 1 C N Y P N N F P N Louise Walker 250-287-8821 louisewalker@telus.net

409 "Bear Escape" 160 250 325 Call 6 2 2 Y N N Y 2 1 1 C Y Y P N N F P N Keith & Cathy Larsen 250-338-0972 bearescape@shaw.ca

412 265 350 450 150 9 3 2 Y N N Y 3 0 1 C Y Y P N N F P N Richard & Laurel Cronk 250-204-0560 412bearlodge@gmail.com

106 125 175 225 85 6 2 2 Y Y Y N 2 2 1 C Y Y P N N O P N Michele or Jeff 250-714-0542 N/A  ~ please call

117 145 195 220 95 7 3 2 Y Y Y N 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N O P N Sharon Hadden 250-702-1317 s.hadden@shaw.ca

204 125 175 225 100 8 2 2 Y Y Y N 2 1 1 C N N P N N O P N Ethel Henry 250-286-9936 ethelh@telus.net

210 125 210 225 85 8 3 2 Y Y Y N 2 N 2 Y Y Y P N N F Y N Sheila & Greg Buchanan 250-722-3987 sheila.buchanan@shaw.ca

217 160 210 240 85 8 3 2 Y Y Y N 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N F P N Elaine Smith 250-544-8862 www.mtwashingtoncondo.net

307 145 195 235 85 8 3 2 Y Y Y N 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N N N N Bill & Mary Jordan 250-656-6434 www.307blueberryhill.ca

202 175 250 310 125 9 3 2 Y N N N 2 1 1 C Y Y P N N O P N Lois Stevenson 250-339-0002 or-0914 loisstevenson@shaw.ca

204 150 215 275 100 8 2 2 Y N N N 2 2 Y C Y Y P N N O O N Chantal Rousseau 250-923-5360 www.creekside204.ca

205 160 210 220 90 7 3 2 Y N N N 2 0 1 C Y Y P N N N N N Jana Watt 250-287-2956 janawatt@shaw.ca

302 175 230 250 100 8 3 2 Y N N N 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N N P N Mary Anne Kinloch N/A  ~  email makinloch@gmail.com

108 175 220 275 CALL 4 1 1 Y N N Y 1 N Y C N N P N N O P N Petra Tschauner N/A  ~  email RABC@shaw.ca

101 100 140 160 75 5 1 1 Y N Y Y 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N N P N Candice H. 250-889-2940 mountainside101unit@hotmail.ca

202 150 200 250 75 8 2 2 Y N Y Y 3 1 1 C Y Y P N N N P N Ed Handja 250-287-0011 www.mtwashingtonrentals.com

203 120 175 210 75 7 2 2 Y N Y Y 2 1 1 C Y Y P N N N P N Blair Watling 250-361-6485 blwatling@shaw.ca

301 125 175 210 N/A 7 2 2 Y N Y Y 2 1 1 C Y Y P N N O P N Berni & Gerrie 250-658-4484 gkarcher@telus.net

305 120 160 180 75 5 2 2 Y N Y Y 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N O P N Rhonda Borton 250-248-6314 rkborton@shaw.ca

401 150 200 200 75 8 3 2 Y N Y Y 2 1 1 C N N P N N O P N Suzi Jack 250-923-9231 jabbster@telus.net

109 175 230 290 99 8 3 2 Y N Y Y 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N O P N Darla or Joe 250-390-2717 darla.joe@shaw.ca

112 "Panorama in Paradise" 190 250 290 N/A 10 3 2 Y N Y Y 2 2 1 C Y Y P N N L P N Jim Moreau N/A  ~  email www.panoramainparadise.ca

209 “Mountainview Oasis” 230 330 430 170 11 4 3 Y N Y Y 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N O P N Janice Dunn 250-618-2078 janicefd@shaw.ca

301 150 200 300 100 8 3 2 Y N Y Y 1 1 1 Y Y Y P N N N N Y Renate Schoep 250-721-5623 rschoep@shaw.ca

302 150 200 290 99 9 3 2 Y N Y Y 1 1 1 Y N Y P N N O Y N Brian & Jen Fagan 250-926-0546 bpandjen@telus.net

304 Call Call 275 Call 6 2 2 Y N Y Y 2 2 1 C Y Y P N N O P N Barb & Al Shanks 250-335-2051 www.mtwashingtonvacationcondo.com

308 150 190 280 120 7 3 2 Y N Y Y 1 0 1 C Y Y P N N N P N Deb Nolan 250-792-3107 debnolan@shaw.ca

405 "Dragonfly Suites" 195 249 289 Call 9 3 2 Y N Y Y 2 N Y C Y Y P N N O P N Andrea McDonnell 1-877-285-2294 www.dragonflysuites.com

406 175 205 295 100 8 3 2 Y N Y Y 1 1 1 C N Y P N N O P N Anne Flanagan 250-655-4955 anneflan@telus.net

7 250 375 500 195 10 4 2 Y N N N 2 2 Y C Y Y P N N N P N Shane Harley 250-923-0959 parkviewplace@shaw.ca

10 287 367 574 264 9 4 2 Y N Y N 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N F P N Aileen 1-866-707-0018 www.washingtonwaychalets.com

310 100 130 185 N/A 5 1 1 Y N N N 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N N N N Gary Rutter 250-723-7742 www3.telus.net/310ptarmigan/

313 90 115 150 70 5 1 1 Y N N N 1 1 1 C Y Y P N N N Y Y Sheila and Ken Green 250-758-6095 ken.green@telus.net

Drive to, ski-in, ski-out 
location on Foster's Place. 

Large chalet, 
private hot-tub, 
wi-fi, fireplace, 
ideal for groups  
of 12-28 people.

John and Sue
250-335-0350

Suzi: 250-923-9231

www.panoramainparadise.com

pool table
3 bedroom

tv.dvd .wifi
hot tub.sauna

indoor parking

Great views!

reservations@panoramainparadise.com

Bear Lodge

• 1 or 2 bedroom, fully equipped • Fireplace
• Underground parking • Well appointed
• Southerly exposure, great mountain view
 Doug and Peggy  1-250-744-9214

dyelland@shaw.ca  Escapesolutions.com

TimberLine Chalet

UPSCALE EXECUTIVE LOG HOME
• Sleeps 7 • Ski in/Ski Out • New Hot Tub
• Driveway parking for 3 vehicles
1-877-887-8834
1346 Nordic Road

Ski ISki Inn / Ski Out / Ski OutSki In / Ski Out

401

For Up-To-Date Rental Accommodations: www.mountwashingtonaccommodation.com
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WENDY WOODLEY 
250-897-3678 or

wendy@themarmot.ca
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Scan for listings >

PLEASE NOTE: 
• The info is current as of June 15, 2013
• These privately owned chalets and condominiums 

are rented out by their owners and have their 
ownfeatures and contacts as listed above.  

• Royal LePage in the Comox Valley and The  
Marmothave no interest, financial or otherwise 
in these accommodations and assume no 
responsibility for them in any way.  

• Parking at Mount Washington can
be a challenge in snowy conditions. 

• PLEASE follow the rules of the property
you are staying at in regards to parking. 

• If you are parking in an other property’s
parking space or on the road, you will 
be towed without notice.

Mount Washington 
Phone Directory

Altitude Sport & Gift  . . 250-334-5721
Ambulance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Catering . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250-334-5757
Central Res .  . . . . . . . 1-888-231-1499

Fat Teddy’s Grill  . . . . . . . 250-334-5716
First Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250-334-5741
General Store . . . . . . . . 250-334-5745
Police EMERGENCY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Police 
NON-EMERGENCY  . . . . 250-338-1321
Raven Lodge  . . . . . . . . . 250-334-5764

Real Estate 
(Rick Gibson)  . . . . . . . . 250-338-1723
Resort Info  . . . . . . . . . . 250-338-1386
Security  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250-792-1204
Utility EMERGENCY  . . . 250-334-5737
VI Mountain Centre  . . . 250-331-9355

www.comoxairport.com

Create travel memories with YQQ. 
Friendly, personalized service and daily 
direct flights to Vancouver, Edmonton 
and Calgary. 

 

    

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
This is your opportunity to be part of the exciting and energetic team that publishes 
this twice yearly newspaper. Duties include ad sales and distribution throughout the year.

INTERESTED? Please email us your resume with a cover letter to info@themarmot.ca. 
No phone calls please.

Courtesy of Rick Gibson
Royal LePage
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M A P  C O U R T E S Y  O F

Rick Gibson
250-334-3124 (24 hours) Direct: 250-338-1723
rick@rickgibson.ca   
www.rickgibson.ca
www.milehigh.ca

Magic Carpets

To Raven Lodge,
Vancouver Island 
Mountain Centre,
Strathcona Wilderness 
Institute Centre & Nordic Trails
1092m / 3146 ft.

Map courtesy of www.milehigh.ca

Groups such as Strathcona Nordics and
the Freestyle Snowboard Team have
used the facilities for meetings and
Nordic races.

“Aside from outside user groups,
Mount Washington user groups have
discovered this gem near Raven Lodge and
are putting it to good use,” VIMC Manager
Andrew Scherck said. “The first winter
was challenging for us because we didn’t
know how we would fit in,” he said. “A lot
more people understand what’s in our
building.”

One strategy that helped spread the
word about the facility was holding a
health and safety meeting at VIMC for
Mount Washington Alpine Resort
employees. The centre has also done some
promotions with the staff for using the
Fitness Centre.

One change that made a difference was
Mount Washington Alpine Resort allowing
the VIMC to take in smaller groups,
Scherck said. Last year groups were
limited to 20 or more people; this year,
they were allowed to book groups of 10
or more.

From December 2012 until April 2013,
there were 39 groups representing 814
people booked into VIMC, translating into

72 overnights. “We have experienced a 29
per cent increase in outdoor adventure
programming in just five months
compared to 11 months last year,”
Scherck said.

Their busiest weekend saw a group
booked upstairs, the Biathlon Club’s
AGM upstairs and a Nordic coaching
clinic downstairs. “We probably had 100
people in the building for three different
purposes,” Scherck said.

The cross-section of groups booking
into VIMC is surprising, he said. For
instance, there are four quilting groups
from the Comox Valley, Campbell River
and mid-Island, a writers-in-progress
group from Qualicum Beach, a family
reunion returning for a third time, and
even a birthday party for a six-year-old.

The Centre has also booked its first
wedding party, and hopes this will be a
trend in the future, Scherck said. The
party will stay at the VIMC and hold the
wedding across the parking lot at Raven
Lodge.

The Centre has accepted New Year’s
bookings, but at press time didn’t have
any Christmas bookings. 

“We have had groups from 24 different
communities visit us from around the

Banner Winter for Vancouver Island Mountain Centre’s First Winter of Operation
Island, Province, Country and World,”
Scherck said.

The Fitness Centre at VIMC saw 442
visits this past winter, compared to 95
between Dec. 2011 and Nov. 2012.

Other services available at the Centre
include a massage therapist who rents one
of the rooms (and also teaches yoga
classes), a pingpong table, satellite TV and
a DVD player, for coaching sessions or
group downtime. Canadian Tire donated a
large propane barbecue suitable to feed 40
people; it’s available for groups to use.

The VIMC earned a ViaSport grant in
the winter to put on a biathlon program,
and has also been given a grant to run
some orienteering programs in the summer.

In the winter they partnered with the
biathlon club and ran four programs: one
for a Scout group from southern Vancouver
Island, another for Podium of Life
students and two more for smaller groups.

Scherck said they hope to create a
permanent orienteering course near the
Centre this summer and run a number of
programs with the second grant. Mount
Washington Alpine Resort Nordic
Manager Marc Lyster would like the
course to be available year round, so
people can do some orienteering on
snowshoes, Scherck added.P
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TENNENT LAKE (3)
Length: 4 km.  Estimated time 2-4 hours with an
elevation change of 840 metres. Trail access is from
the parking lot at the mine. Walk past the yellow
gate on the gravel road for 1 km and across a bridge
to the  start of the trail which is a rough, rocky, steep
old roadbed. Old-growth forest to sub-alpine. There
is an undefined route to access Mt. Myra here. Ten-
nant Lake is dammed. Random camping is permitted.

BEDWELL LAKE (3)
Length: 6 km. Drive over the Thelwood River bridge
at the south end of Buttle Lake, and turn left imme-
diately onto the Jim Mitchell Road for 6.8 km. This
is a rough gravel road not suitable for small vehicles.
Trail elevation change: 600 metres. Time 3-4 hours.
Features river valley and old growth forest then
rocky out cropping and a sub-alpine environment
with excellent hiking and views. Camp in designated
areas at Baby Bedwell and Bedwell Lakes. Be aware of
bears. Due to storm damage two wheel drive access
is difficult and motor homes are not recommended.

CREST CREEK CRAGS
Technical climbing only. Picnic facilities. Climbers
can explore a number of rocky bluffs in this area
which is easily accessible from alongside Highway
28. Climbers using the area do so at their own risk.
It is each climber’s responsibility to climb safely and
ensure that they have the necessary skills to do so.
Camping and fires are not permitted.

LADY FALLS (1)
Length: 900 metres. Time: 20 minutes. The trail
starts at Hwy. 28. Enjoy the cool spray from the falls.
Picnic facilities at trailhead. No camping.

ELK VIEWPOINT (1)
Length: 400 metres. Time: 15 minutes. The trail
starts at Hwy. 28 and accesses a viewing platform
where you may be able to see Vancouver Island’s
unique Roosevelt elk. No camping.

LUPIN FALLS (1) Loop Trail
Length: 800 metres. Time: 15 minutes. Access from
Westmin Road. Walk a circular trail through a cool
forest to the waterfalls. No camping. Picnic facilities
at the trail-head and a canoe and  kayak launch ac-
cess for  Wolf River and Titus Mt. marine campsites.

ELK RIVER TRAIL (2-3)
Length: 11 km.  Suggested time: 12 hours  Eleva-
tion change: 600 metres. Trail starts at Hwy. 28 and
follows the Elk River Valley for 10 km before climb-
ing up to Landslide Lake. Bare rock sections. Camp
in designated camping areas only.

CREST MOUNTAIN TRAIL (3)
Length: 5 km. Time: 3-4 hours to the tarn. Steep
with an elevation change of 1,250 metres.  Caution
required on single log creek crossing (the last good
water). The snow stays late into the year on top.
Random camping allowed.

FLOWER RIDGE TRAIL (3)
Length: 6 km. Time to the subalpine ridge: 3-5
hours. Steep with an elevation change of 1,040 me-
tres. The trail begins at Westmin Road, climb an ad-
ditional 200 metres from the top of trail to flat
ground for tents. Poor water. Panoramic views.
Camping possible at halfway point.

PHILLIPS RIDGE TRAIL TO ARNICA LAKE (2-3)
Length: 6.5 km. Time: 2-5 hours with an 
elevation change of 800 metres. This is a well graded
trail beginning at North Vancouver Island mine. Ob-
serve old growth forest, a waterfall, and  alpine
meadows. Designated camping area.

UPPER MYRA FALLS (2)
Length: 3.3 km from the parking lot past the yellow
gate. Drive through the mine area to find the park-
ing lot. Time 1 ~ 1 1/2 hours. Elevation change: 100
metres. Trail follows gravel road for approx. 800 me-
tres to the sign. Large trees. Views of Mt. Myra and a
waterfall. No camping. Use caution due to winter
storm damage.

AUGER POINT (1) Loop Trail
Length: 400 metres. Time: 15 minutes. This 
forest is recovering from the fire of 1982. No camping.
Picnicking facilities at trail-head and 
a canoe and kayak launch access for Marble Mead-
ows trailhead.

MARBLE MEADOWS (3)
Length: 6.6 km. Time: 4-5 hours  to the Alpine
meadows. Elevation change: 1,250 metres.  Steep,
some bluffs. Trail starts at Phillips Creek marine
campsite on Buttle Lake. Access by boat from Auger
Pt. or Karst Creek day use areas. Be aware of sub-
merged stumps in the lake. Random camping is al-
lowed in the meadows. Marble Meadows features
wonderful viewpoints, alpine meadows and limestone
formations.

KARST CREEK BOAT LAUNCH RAMP,  
TRAIL  AND PICNIC AREA (1)
A good concrete ramp  located 4 km from Ralph
River Campground, and accessible from the West-
min Rd. There is a large open grassy area plus sev-
eral picnic tables and fire pits, 
and lots of room for parking. Karst Creek trail 
is 1.3 km. It is no longer a loop walk due to the
bridge being out. Time: 45 minutes. Observe Karst
geological formations such as sink-holes with dis-
appearing and reappearing streams. 
No camping. 

WILD GINGER (1) Loop Trail
Length: 800 metres. Time: 20 minutes. Access is
across the road from Ralph River Campground.  The
trail follows the Ralph River. No camping.

SHEPHERD CREEK (1) Loop Trail
Length: 1.5 km. Suggested time: 1 hour and 15 min-
utes. Access is across the road from Ralph River
Campground. A shady walk along the Ralph River
then ascending to pass a lively marsh. See dogwood
trees in the spring. 
No camping.

PRICE CREEK TRAIL (2-3) 
Suggested time: 3-4 hours.  Trail not maintained and
may proove difficult for inexperienced hikers. Trail-
head can be accessed near the Thelwood Creek
Bridge.  Originally the only access route to Cream
Lake and still only suitable for Advanced Hikers,
this trail can make a pleasant day hike through vary-
ing timbered areas if you turn around at or before
the log crossing. The route beyond this log crossing
is extremely rough and steep and snow lingers late
into the summer.

LOWER MYRA FALLS (1)
Length: 800 metres. Time: 30 minutes. Steep descent.
Enjoy several beautiful water cascades.
Use caution when approaching the creek, and su-
pervise small children. No camping.

BUTTLE LAKE BOAT LAUNCH
A good, recently lengthened concrete launch. Lo-
cated 1 km south of the bridge at the junction and
only 1.5 km from Buttle Lake Campground.  No
camping. The launch provides immediate access to
the Rainbow Island marine campsites.

FORBIDDEN PLATEAU 
AND PARADISE MEADOWS
Refer to a separate flyer in “The Marmot” publica-
tion for information about this area which is acces-
sible from Mount Washington.

BUTTLE LAKE CORRIDOR
HIKING TRAILS, BOAT LAUNCH RAMPS, AND CAMPGROUNDS

The trails are graded as follows: (1) Easiest (2) Moderate (3) Difficult

Trail conditions: www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/strath/

Buttle Lake Park Info Hut

BUTTLE LAKE CORRIDOR
TRAIL AND CAMPGROUND INFORMATION

The trails described here are well defined and easily accessible. The trail heads are marked with signs.
There are other, less defined trails and routes which are not shown on this map.  Distances, elevation
changes and hiking times are for ONE WAY only and are approximate. Fires are not permitted in
Strathcona Park except in an authorized BC Parks steel fire ring. Wear sturdy boots and carry rain gear
and a sweater, even in the summer months, because weather can change suddenly and dramatically in
the mountains. Please preserve the delicate alpine environment by staying on trails. Use caution on trails
and be aware of snow, fallen trees and other natural hazards.
For further information about trails and wilderness areas visit the volunteer information hut at Park

Headquarters, or ask  park rangers. The Strathcona Wilderness Institute can be contacted for more
detailed route information at 250-650-4304 (e-mail: info@strathconapark.org). Topographical maps and
guidebooks can be obtained locally at sports stores in Campbell River or Courtenay.  If you wish to travel
on less defined routes please be well prepared with a map and compass, proper equipment, and experience
in wilderness travel.

Please let a friend know where you plan to go and when you plan to return.

The STRATHCONA WILDERNESS INSTITUTE is a non-profit organization whose mission is
to inspire awareness, appreciation and stewardship of the natural world through education and
participation. The institute will provide a volunteer information service on weekends at park
headquarters at Buttle Lake from June 15 through to September 16, 2012.

The FRIENDS OF STRATHCONA is a non-profit organization whose mission is to protect, preserve
and promote Strathcona Provincial Park.  friendsofstrathcona@gmail.com
Box 3404, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N5 

Photo: Neil Havers

Buttle Lake

CAMPGROUNDS
RALPH RIVER CAMPGROUND
• Ancient forest, lake and river.
• Gates are open May 1 to September 30th.
• Picnic tables, fire rings, water
pumps and pit toilets.
• Fee: $16.00 per party per night, 
$8.00  for extra vehicles.

• B.C Senior Citizens $8.00 per couple per night 
(shoulder season only).

• Firewood for sale by the PFO.
• Reservations available, however the 
campground is rarely full.

Note: Some reservations can now be made 
for Ralph River Campsites

BUTTLE LAKE CAMPGROUND
• Sand beach and playground.
• Three easy nature  trails begin here. 
Fish in Darkis Lake.

• Gates open April 1 to September 30th.
• Picnic tables, fire rings, 
water pumps and pit toilets.

• Fee: $16.00 per party/night. 
$8.00 for extra vehicles.

• B.C Senior Citizens $8.00 per couple per night 
(shoulder season only).

• Firewood for sale by the PFO.
• Some campsites can be reserved ahead of time
by contacting Discover Camping at
1-800-689-9025 or by going online at
www.discovercamping.ca

CREST LAKE PICNIC AREA
• Shaded picnic area, day use only.
• Picnic tables and pit toilet, close to the lake.
• Access left off Highway 28 heading West.
• Short distance from Crest Mountain Trailhead.

DRIFTWOOD BAY GROUP CAMPGROUND
• Private, covered shelter with woodstove 
and tables, large grass field, fire pit, pit
toilets, wheel chair access pit toilet, water 
pump, swimming area.

• Firewood for sale by the PFO.
• Tel. 250-474-1336 to book the campground. 

BACKCOUNTRY & MARINE CAMPING FEE
• $10.00 per night per adults, $5.00 per child
Please check with Parks

Published for your convenience by Rick Gibson
of Royal LePage in the Comox Valley.

If you are looking for more information, wish 
to advertise, or want to submit information in 
future issues please refer to these contacts:

Information: rick@themarmot.ca

Editorial: Susan Quinn   

Sales & Circulation: Email your 
inquiries to sales@themarmot.ca

Design/Production: Havers Design

Printed in Canada

To read past issues of The Marmot go to

www.milehigh.ca
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Discover the many natural features of Strathcona Park! 
Join us on weekends through the summer, for a series of programs

presented by the Strathcona Wilderness Institute, a non-profit charity. 
Special Note for persons with mobility issues: 

Paradise Meadows Centennial Loop Trail is wheelchair accessible!

To assist SWI with operational costs, donations for all programs
are greatly appreciated ($5 to $10 is suggested). 

Nature Walks & Talks Two to three hour nature walks & talks on nature themes. 
Level 1 Hikes Two to four hour guided hikes for all ages.
Level 2 Hikes Five to seven hour guided hikes for intermediate hikers.
Level 3 Hikes Eight to ten hour guided hikes for fit hikers. 

No pets please on Strathcona Wilderness Institute guided nature walks and hikes unless otherwise noted.

All programs start at the Strathcona Park 
Wilderness Centre at Paradise Meadows. 

The Centre is located at the BC Parks parking lot at the Paradise Meadows trailhead, next to Mount Washington’s
Raven Lodge. To get there: follow Inland Island Highway heading north from Courtenay or south from Campbell River;
take Exit 130: Strathcona Parkway. Follow the paved road and signs to Raven Lodge where you’ll find ample parking.
Remember to dress for the weather and wear proper footwear. Bring water, snack or lunch, sunscreen, and bug spray.
If you are setting out on your own expedition, visit the Strathcona Park Wilderness Centre for trail information or to
obtain maps or books.

The Wilderness Centre will be open from late June to early October.
(9 am - 4 pm Saturdays, Sundays, holiday Mondays and many weekdays) 

Dates may be extended, depending on volunteers. 

Check the website www.strathconapark.org for the most up-to-date information.

Saturdays starting June 15, 1 pm: Nature Walk:
Paradise Meadows Informal Interpretive Walk
around the boardwalk. 

Saturday & Sunday - June 15 & 16 
Strathcona Park Bird Search Participate in the 
annual bird search in Paradise Meadows, Forbidden
Plateau and Buttle Lake. Pre-register:
coordinator@strathconapark.org or 250-650-4304

Saturday - July 6, 10am: Level 1 Hike: Lake Helen
Mackenzie: 4 hour hike with Denise Allard of the
Comox District Mountaineering Club.

Sunday - July 7, 10:30am: Nature Walk; Spring
Flora & Fauna Early plants and birds of Paradise
Meadows with expert naturalist Jocie Ingram.

Saturday - July 13, 9am - Level 2 Hike: Croteau
Lake 6 hour nature and history hike with Krista
Kaptein of the Wilderness Centre. 

Sunday - July 14, 1 pm: Geocaching Walk
Learn about geocaching with Allen Wells of the
Comox District Mountaineering Club. Pre-register: 
coordinator@strathconapark.org or 250-650-4304

Sunday - July 21, 1pm: Nature Talk & Walk: 
Ethnobotany in Paradise Meadows  Introduction
to some of our native plants by retired Professor of 
Archaeology, Alison Maingon.

Saturday - July 27, 9am: Level 2 Hike: 7 Lakes Loop
7 hour hike with Julian Brooks. Pre-register: 
coordinator@strathconapark.org or 250-650-4304

Sunday - July 28, 1pm: Nature Talk: Marvellous
Marmots  Presentation by Alana Buchanan of the
Marmot Recovery Centre at Mount Washington.

Tuesday - July 30, 1pm: Nature Walk: 
Plants of Paradise Meadows  Identify plants 
and flowers with Helen Robinson of Comox Valley 
Nature.   

Saturday - August 3, 9am: Level 2 Hike: 
Divers Lake  5 hour hike with Heather and 
Rolf Kellerhals of Comox Valley Nature.  

Sunday - August 4, 1pm: Nature Talk 
Vancouver Island White-tailed Ptarmigan 
Presentation by Dr. Kathy Martin of the Centre
for Applied Alpine Studies at UBC.

Monday - August 5, 10am: (Level 1 Hike) 
Lake Helen Mackenzie  4 hour hike with Mandy
Vaughan of Comox Valley Nature. Dogs on leash OK.

Saturday - August 10, 8am: Level 3 Hike: Lake
Beautiful  9 hour hike with Marie Maccagno of the
Comox District Mountaineering Club. Pre-register: 
coordinator@strathconapark.org or 250-650-4304

Sunday - August 11, 1pm: (Level 1 Hike) Nature
Walk: Lichen/Meadow Tour Nature walk & talk 
for all ages with Registered Professional Forester 
Margaret Symon.

Saturday August 17, 1 pm: Nature Talk: 
What Happened to the Tsolum"  Presentation by
Jack Minard of the Tsolum River Restoration Society.

Sunday - August 18, 8am: Level 3 Hike:
Johnston & Panther Lakes  9 hour hike with 
Julian Brooks. Moderately strenuous, age 16 and over. 
Pre-register: coordinator@strathconapark.org 
or 250-650-4304

Sunday - August 18, 1pm: Nature Talk: 
Owls & Whiskey Jacks  Presentation by 
Mountainaire Avian Rescue Society.

Saturday - August 24, 8am: Level 3 Hike: Lake
Beautiful  9 hr. hike with Julianna Wells of the
Comox District Mountaineering Club. Pre-register: 
coordinator@strathconapark.org or 250-650-4304

Saturday - August 31, 9am: Level 2 Hike: Divers
Lake  5 hour hike with Steve and Marlene Smith of
Strathcona Wilderness Institute. Dogs on leash OK. 

Monday - September 2, 10am: Level 1 Hike: 
Lake Helen Mackenzie  4 hour hike with Mandy
Vaughan of Comox Valley Nature. Dogs on leash OK. 

Saturday - September 28, 8am: Level 3 Hike 
10 hour hike with Tim Penney of the Comox District
Mountaineering Club. Strenuous. Pre-register: 
coordinator@strathconapark.org or 250-650-4304

For more Wilderness Centre program 
details contact the Summer Coordinator 
at coordinator@strathconapark.org  

For the most up-to-date program and
staffing schedule visit the website
www.strathconapark.org 

Walks, Talks & Hikes
2013 Summer Programs at Paradise Meadows

Please remember to prepare for all weather conditions and to tread lightly in the park.
No pets please on SWI guided nature walks and hikes unless otherwise noted.

Strathcona Wilderness 
Institute at Paradise Meadows
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Taking a break for lunch 
at Lake Helen MacKenzie

Day Hike on the Boardwalk Trail to Battleship Lake
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Hello. My name is MOSAIC. I think
you might have heard of my family
before because, between you and
me, we’re almost as famous as the
Kardashians.

And while you won’t find ME at any of
the popular urban spas, you will find me
at Mount Washington - one of our oldest
colonies. All because of a national Recovery
Strategy to save my species from near
extinction and restore us to our natural
habitat. That’s important because we’re
not only uniquely Canadian we’re also one
of the most endangered mammals in the
world.

Leading me to my story. I was born
off-island, as part of a captive breeding
program, on May 4, 2010. The following
year I was moved to the Tony Barrett
Mount Washington Marmot Recovery
Centre for quarantine and to make sure I
was in tip-top shape before I was released
to the wild colony there.

The plan was I would overwinter at the
colony with my siblings Stella, Horizon,
Starbuck and Bertie (as well as other
captive-born yearlings), where we would
be supplementally fed and monitored to
help us survive our first winter hibernation
in the wild. This “pre-conditioning”
period is a new release strategy to see if
our survival can be improved when we’re
relocated to our historical colony sites
next door, in Strathcona Park. 

But freedom is intoxicating and I had
other plans. Sometime later that fall or
thereafter, I decided to head for parts
unknown. The sun on my face, the wind
in my hair, I dispersed. But unlike Erik,
who was the first documented marmot to
disperse from Mt Washington and actually
locate a potential mate at Sunshine Lake
in Strathcona Park after a measly 8 km
trek, I headed due east. 

And that’s the last anyone heard of
me… until this spring when the marmot
crew received an intriguing phone call. It
seems two very nice people in a small
town called Merville (near Black River)
called to report they were pretty sure
they’d spotted a Vancouver Island marmot
under their deck. So the crew went to in-
vestigate.

Merville is 10-15 kms east of Mount
Washington as the crow flies, and the crew
had been unable to locate my transmitter
signal for two years, so no one knows how
far I trekked. You can imagine their
surprise when they read my tag number
and found out who I am. I tell you, it was
the royal treatment the whole way - after

HELP SAVE THE VANCOUVER ISLAND MARMOT!

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City ____________________________ Prov ________________________________

Country ________________________  Postal Code __________________________

I’d like to help our Marmots with a tax-creditable donation. Please accept my gift of:

� $25 � $50  � $100  � other

Sign me up! I want to join the Adoption Club: � $120 for one year, OR

Per month: � $10 � $15  � $20  � $25
I authorize the Marmot Recovery Foundation to deduct the above amount from my chequing account monthly. (I have enclosed a blank cheque marked VOID
for processing purposes.)

Signature ________________________________________

YOUR GUARANTEE: You can change or cancel your pledge at any time.

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

� Cheque payable to: Marmot Recovery Foundation

� Visa  � Mastercard

Card # ______________________ Expiry Date __________

Signature _________________________________________

Marmot Recovery Foundation   www.marmots.org 
Box 2332, Station A, Nanaimo, B.C., Canada V9R 6X6  Fax: 250-753-8070

Registered Charity #
88998 0629 RR0001

Adopt a
Marmot
This is a great way
to help this endan-
gered species as well
as an opportunity
for you to to learn
more about these in-
teresting creatures

When you join the Adopt-a-Marmot Club, you help
protect the endangered Vancouver Island marmot every
day of the year. Pre-arranged monthly gifts are a con-
venient way to help save this beautiful and special crea-
ture from extinction.Your gift supports the field
research and captive-breeding that's so critical to mar-
mot survival. For instance, your contribution will help
fund ear-tagging of wild marmots, which is the only
way in which we can identify and track individual mar-
mots and the success of recovery efforts in future years.

When you Adopt-a-Marmot you'll receive: 

• Your personalized marmot adoption certificate 

• Your full-color poster of a Vancouver Island Marmot 

• Your official recovery project newsletter (The Marmoteer) 

• Your special year-end report about individual marmots

For more info go to www.marmots.org/adopt.htm

Mosaic’s Grand Adventure

he caught me of course because, as I said,
freedom is intoxicating. 

So after I lured Chris (who’s not exactly
a small guy) into the crawl space under
the house with me, we were able to
negotiate amicable terms and I happily
surrendered my freedom. You know why?

After another short stay at the Marmot
Recovery Centre, Chris promised he’d
hook me up with a cute five year-old
captive-born female he knows of named
MIA. She’s been waiting for the right male
to show up and survive long enough to set

Masaic, Henshaw (shown above) and other Vancouver Island Marmots 
need your support to ensure their successful recovery.

Crystal Reid with Susan 
the marmot
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up house with her since her release at
Castle Crag in Strathcona Park in 2010.
Sounds like my kind of gal. And I think
I’m just the right guy. 

If you would like to help make sure
Mosaic, Mia and the other Vancouver
Island marmots get the help they need
to become reestablished in their natural
habitat on Vancouver Island, please
visit the marmot website and make a
donation today at www.marmots.org or
use the mail-in coupon provided in this
paper.
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ANCO MOTEL ~ 67 rooms, cable TV, DVD rentals, coin laun-
dry and in-room coffee/tea, Conference room. Non-smoking
and smoking units, kitchenettes and high speed Internet
access rooms available. Close to restaurants, shopping, golf,
fishing, hiking and only 30 minutes to Mount Washington
Alpine Resort. TF: 1-877-393-2200
www.ancomotelbc.com or email ancocourtenay@shaw.ca 

ATLAS CAFE is a global experience with a world of choices in
the heart of downtown Courtenay.  ATLAS serves fresh and
innovative cuisine for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Diners
will appreciate the warm and inviting vibe, as it is a great
place to meet the locals. We feature fresh desserts, espressos,
fresh juices, kids menu and nightly specials. Take out menu
available. www.atlascafe.ca

Stay&Play...
Shop&Dine!

AVENUE BISTRO located in Comox, is the sister restaurant of
Atlas Cafe. Chef Aaron and his team create delicious cuisine
that is locally sourced, internationally inspired, in a refreshing
setting to compliment the laid back vibrancy of the Comox
Valley and the bounty it offers.  Thursday is Pizza & Pasta
night. Great Kids menu. Also serving Weekend Breakfast.
Visit our website at www.avenuebistro.ca for all our menus
and daily specials.

BISQUE RESTAURANT For those who have already found it,
the charm of BISQUE comes as no surprise. The fast paced
lunch changes to a relaxing evening out. Just steps away from
the Best Western and Old House Hotel & Spa, our fresh west
coast menu includes local seafood, lamb, house made fresh
pasta, AAA steaks and a nightly fresh sheet. Fully licensed.
250-334-8564  www.bisquerestaurant.ca

BRIAN SCOTT An avid cross country skier on Mount
Washington since 1980, Brian translates his experience into
vibrant, expressionist oil paintings. View his current showing
at Raven Lodge and Deer Lodge, Mount Washington or drop
by his Gallery in Black Creek.  Ph. 250-337-1941  
www.brianscottfineart.com

The Comox Valley is a decidedly eclectic mix of urban and rural, known holiday destinations and hidden gems all within a thirty minute drive. 

With access to snow and year round golfing, fishing, mountain biking, hiking and water sports, the Comox Valley sets the stage for non-stop play. And when it’s time to relax the spas and beaches are waiting to
pamper you. The Comox Valley is an agricultural and culinary hot spot combining more than 445 farms and dozens of restaurants and food producers. An entire day can be spent finding local food for a family
feast. Make sure to visit the year-round weekly Farmers Market. With rich soil, dry summers and mild weather, the growing industry is producing crisp whites, mellow reds and some of the best fruit wines
anywhere. As well, mead, cider, beer, vodka and whiskey are grown and produced here.

• 67 Rooms - A/C Units & Free Internet
• Kitchenettes and Handicapped
 Rooms Available • Cable TV/Movie
 Channel • DVD Players Available

• Coin Laundry 
• Conference Room
• In-room Co�ee/Tea, Fridge
• Seasonal Outdoor Pool 

Close to restaurants, shopping and
hiking or biking on Mount Washington.

Toll Free: 1-877-393-2200 or 250-334-2451
1885 Cli�e Avenue, Courtenay

Toll Free: 1-877-393-2200 or 250-334-2451
1885 Cli�e Avenue, Courtenay

Toll Free: 1-877-393-2200 or 250-334-2451
1885 Cli�e Avenue, Courtenay

ancocourtenay@shaw.ca • www.ancomotelbc.com

250 338 9838      atlascafe.ca
250 6th St. Downtown Courtenay2         y 14th and Cliffe Ave

Courtenay, BC
250-334-8564
www.bisquerestaurant.ca

FRESH WEST COAST 
INSPIRED MENU

Finest quality lingerie,
pleasure toys & lubes for 

your Alpine Getaway
at Mount Washington.

Courtenay • 589 Cli�e Avenue  • 250-338-0669
Victoria • 2018 Douglas Street • 250-380-0069
Duncan • 80b Trunk Road • 250-597-0122
www.theromanceshop.org

W O M E N  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D
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COMOX AIR FORCE MUSEUM An amazing collection of
West Coast military aviation artifacts and memorabilia, plus
a Heritage Air Park with 11 aircraft, awaits you. Visitors
praise the collection which covers a period from WW1 to
current times.  A well stocked Gift Shop and a large aviation
reference library are also part of the attraction. 
www.comoxairforcemuseum.ca  

Discover one of the most unique and vibrant downtowns on
Vancouver Island! Just a 30 minute drive from Mount
Washington, DOWNTOWN COURTENAY offers an eclectic mix
of locally owned shops, eateries, services and entertainment.
From cutting-edge fashion, to one-of-a kind décor finds,
artisan chocolates, vintage treasures to fossil discovery tours,
DOWNTOWN COURTENAY has over 240 businesses, all in
one walkable location.  www.downtowncourtenay.com

Located in the Heart of Downtown Courtenay, EDIBLE
ISLAND WHOLE FOODS MARKET provides nutrition-
conscious shoppers a complete and extensive selection of or-
ganic whole foods, produce, local breads, baked goods and
meats, all the groceries, household cleaning options, plus
quality supplements and fabulous body care alternatives. We
also carry a large selection of specialty diet options - celiac,

✴ Just a 30 minute drive from Mount Washington ✴ 

✴ Over 240 businesses ✴
✴ 1 walkable location ✴

✴ Free Parking ✴

477  6th St Courtenay
Mon to Fri  9-7    Sat 9-6    Sun 10-5
www.edibleisland.ca

250.334.3116

in Downtown 
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News In Brief
continued from page 2

•••

The Marmot sends “get well” wishes
to Tourism Mount Washington Man-
ager Sarah Nicholson, who suffered a
knee injury late in the season. De-
spite being immobile in a knee brace,
Nicholson along with administrative
assistant Kristy Pedersen have man-
aged to keep things running smoothly
for the Resort Association.  

•••

Nordic Champions Return 
Two members of the Strathcona Nordic
Ski Club returned from the Sea to Sky
Nordic Festival in Whistler with National
Championship titles.

Andrea Lee, a member of the Nordics
training at the National Development
Centre in Thunder Bay, Ont., won two
Gold Medals in team sprints and the five-
kilometre skate. 

Avalon Wasteneys, a member of the BC
Team, won Bronze in the Juvenile Classic
sprints. She competed in a tough, 75-racer
category. Wasteneys had arguably the
largest cheering section of any racer at the
Nationals, according to the Nordics’
website.

Several other members of the Strath-
cona Nordic Ski Club have also earned
spots on Provincial Teams this year: Alec
Stapff and Morgan Meckert (BC Develop-
ment team), and Tallon Noble and Ross
Lamon (BC Talent Squad).

•••

The Strathcona Nordics came up with a
unique fundraiser in May... Drive-thru
fertilizer sales. Members of the Devo and
Junior Racing teams spent a Saturday
bagging the nutrient-rich “Skyrocket”
fertilizer, then sold it at Mariner Square in
Campbell River. They even offered a drive-
thru service for drivers who didn’t want to
get out of their cars.

Photo: Larry ReynoldsAvalon Wasteneys

•••

Gibson awarded the Jim Marshall Award
Mount Washington Alpine Resort
President Peter Gibson has been awarded
the 2013 Jim Marshall Award by the
Canada West Ski Areas Association. 

Gibson is the 34th recipient of the
award, which was presented by Dave
Gibson (no relation), President and CEO
of Marmot Basin Ski Resort.

The award is a personal gift from Rab
and Olive Marshall from a trust in memory
of Jim Marshall, who did not live long
enough to give back to recreational skiing
the joy he experienced in the sport. 

The recipient is recognized for his skills
and dedication to his chosen profession
and has made a meaningful contribution
to the sport of recreational skiing.

“In winning this prestigious award,
Peter joins a list of highly respected leaders
from the Western Canadian ski industry,”
CWSAA President and CEO David Lynn
said in congratulating Gibson on his out-
standing career achievements.

Gibson has pursued a career in the ski
industry since graduating from the
University of BC. He joined the team at
Mount Washington in 1977 while it was
still in development, running a chainsaw
and acting as first aid attendant. 

He became Director of Skiing in 1979,
Guest Services Manager in 1989, Resort
Services Director in 1994, General
Manager in 1999 and President in 2001.

Gibson has been a CWSAA board
member for 11 years and currently serves
as Past Board Chair.

•••

Teal Harle of Campbell River, and a
student at Podium of Life, has been
invited to train with the BC mogul and
BC slopestyle teams. Since mid-April,
Harle trained five to six days a week at
Whistler with the BC teams. Podium of
Life relocated to Whistler in April for a
trial once Mount Washington Alpine
Resort was closed for the season.

Photo: Podium of LifeTeal Harle

dairy-free, vegan, vegetarian and more.
And, we are constantly adding new
products to Edible Island as they become
available. Simply put... we bring you the
best!”  www.edibleisland.ca                                   

FLUID BAR & GRILL is the perfect choice
for your summer dining! Sit on our
beautiful patio and share a few of our
many delicious appetizers with one of our
refreshing summer cocktail creations,
enjoy a big family dinner to complete your
day, or spend some time with friends in
the lounge while watching a game and
enjoying a AAA steak or a mouth watering
burger. We pride ourselves on providing
fantastic service and house made, amazing
food! Open 7 days per week 11am to
midnight, and breakfast 10am – 2pm
weekends and holidays. 250-338–1500
for reservations.
www.fluidbarandgrill.com

THE RIDING FOOL HOSTEL is a Tourism
B.C. Approved heritage property in
historic downtown Cumberland. We offer
private rooms and dorm style accommo-
dation, full kitchen, BBQ, large common
area, and free pool table, gear storage, free
wireless internet. “Best hostel on Vancouver
Island” Lonely Planet B.C. 
www.ridingfool.com 

Feeling romantic? Visit THE ROMANCE
SHOP on Cliffe Avenue, near 5th Street.
This upscale Adult Boutique is where
lovers and romantics of all ages shop. Cel-
ebrating 16 years of Romantic and Erotic
Adventures.  We are the Romance Experts!
Finest quality massage oils, personal lu-
bricants and sexy lingerie. Browse through
the amazing and fun sex toy department.
Book your Romance Home Party today!
Stores in Victoria, Duncan and Courtenay.
www.theromanceshop.org

THRIFTY FOODS Smiles every day,
excellent service and prices on all your
grocery needs, with in-store bakery, meat
and seafood service counter, deli, floral
department, plus Mount Washington's
“Snow Season” 6IXPAK's.   Redeem your
Club THRIFTY FOODS points for instant
cash off at the till. Now Downtown and
Crown Isle locations to serve you better!
www.thriftyfoods.com

THE WAVERLY HOTEL  is indeed a piece of
history. Located at the corner of First and
Dunsmuir in the "heart" of Cumberland,
it carries it's 120 year history with a charm
that continues to be the focus of what's
happening in this increasingly popular
little village.  The Wave is the closest pub
to the base of the mountain, for quantity
and quality you can't beat THE WAVERLEY'S
food.  Check out our super entertainment!
Downtown Cumberland 
www.waverleyhotel.ca

COMOX VALLEY  - We’ve Got it Good!
It’s not just a catchy slogan, it’s the Island
way of life. One that we take seriously at
VANCOUVER ISLAND BREWERY.
Whether it’s fishing for the big one, carving
the slopes of Mount Washington or
smacking the ball at the local Golf Course.
If you’re enjoying one of those “we’ve got
it good” moments, chances are a Vancouver
Island Brewery beer is never far from
reach. Available in finer beer outlets
throughout the Comox valley!  
www.vanislandbrewery.com

WHISTLE STOP PUB serves the best pub
food in the Valley. Ocean view dining, two
patios, Valley’s best draft selection, plus
friendly, knowledgeable staff. Live music
every weekend.  Our LIQUOR STORE
offers all beer and spirits at, or below
government liquor store prices.
www.whistlestoppub.com

.  

Open Daily 11-4 and by appt.

Tel: (250) 337-1941
8269 North Island Highway, Black Creek, B.C.

Across the street from the Black Creek Store
www.brianscottfineart.com

Located outside the
entrance to CFB Comox
Ryan Road at Military Row, Comox
Open Tuesday-Sunday, 10 am-4 pm

Ph/Fax: 250-339-8162
cafm.info@gmail.com
www.comoxairforcemuseum.ca

Open Daily: 9am-2am - Liquor Store: 9am-11pm
All beer and spirits at or below government store prices!

2355 Mansfield Drive, Courtenay, BC     250-334-4500

Outdoor Decks ~ Best “Pub Grub” in the Valley

Live Music 
on Weekends!

Events & Specials: www.whistlestoppub.com

Downtown Courtenay



BUYING OR RENOVATING?
• Unbiased Opinion

• Client Participation Encouraged
• Immediate Reports
• Strata Building Reviews
• Maintenance & Repair Recommendations

• Prompt Service - Flexible Hours

In the Comox Valley Phone: 250-339-5399

ibi@telus.net

Rick Gibson
Serving the Mount Washington
Real Estate market since 1989.

250-334-3124 (24 hrs)
Direct: 250-338-1723
rick@rickgibson.ca
www.rickgibson.ca

Heart of the Village!
2 bedroom condo in the Alpine Village of
Mount Washington. Well cared for unit with
upgrades. 2 bathrooms and loads of storage.
The building is in very good condition with a
live in caretaker. Located in the heart of the
Village with easy access to slopes and parking.

#108 - $135,900  •  #301 - $135,000  

Prime Location Duplex Lot!
The only duplex lot available on Mount Washington! Prime
location and still owned by its original owners this jewel is
waiting for you. Many opportunities as you could build
both, sell one and keep the other side.                   $325,000

Foundation & Plans Included!
One of the few remaining chalet lots in the Alpine
Village. Price includes plan for an impressive chalet and
the completed foundation. Spectacular location with easy
access to parking and ski in and out access.   $349,900
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Skier Friendly Floor Plan!
3 level townhouse all decked out and ready to
sell. 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths and a sauna. Easy
access to parking and skiing. Very private
location. Thoughtful skier friendly floor plan.

$149,900

• Real Estate 
  & Property 
  Development 
• Corporate Law
• Commercial Law  
• Civil Litigation
•  Wills & Estates 
• Divorce & Family Law   
• ICBC & Personal Injury

Your legal experts o!ering extensive
experience with Mount Washington
property transfers for over 30 years.

Paul R. Ives 
Mark Burger

Hans H. Urdahl

250-334-2416  •  www.ivesburgerlaw.com
505-5th Street, Courtenay, BC  (Corner of 5th & Fitzgerald)     

info@ivesburgerlaw.com
Fax: 250-334-3198

Looking for a Building Site on Mount Washington?
Ask About Freehold Ownership!

859 Cruikshank Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $110,000
869 Cruikshank Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $110,000
870 Cruikshank Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $79,900
879 Cruikshank Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $114,900
910 Cruikshank Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $74,900
919 Cruikshank Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $117,900
930 Cruikshank Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $79,900

640 Arrowsmith Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $94,999
700 Arrowsmith Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $94,500
849 Cruikshank Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $105,000
850 Cruikshank Ridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $84,900

Top Floor Corner Suite!
Top floor corner suite located in the heart
of the village. Easy access to the lifts. Fee
includes all exterior maintenance and
taxes. Freehold suite. Corner suite which
means quiet and views. A Great Deal!

$129,900  

Corner Unit with Natural Light!
A few minutes walk from the Alpine Lodge you
will find this hidden treasure. On two levels
plus storage in a basement this 3 bedroom
townhome is well worth a look. This  corner
unit offers plenty of natural light plus the exposure
from the two outside decks facing Southwest,
letting in ample sunshine and sunsets.            

$149,900

Lots for Sale! Building sites available.



Features Include:
• Slopeside Location 

• Fully Furnished, 6 appliances  

• Rainscreen Technology

• Live-in Caretaker 

• Underbuilding Parking

• Common Hot Tub

• 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom 
some with Lock-offs 

102 2 Bdrm 893 Sq Ft Slopeside $184,900
FREEHOLD

202 2 Bdrm 879 Sq Ft Viewside $214,900
FREEHOLD

212 3 Bdrm 1013 Sq Ft Corner $319,900
FREEHOLD

411 3 Bdrm 1013 Sq Ft Corner $399,900
Top Floor  FREEHOLD

Features Include:
• Elevator Access 
• Spectacular Vaiews of Strathcona

Park and the Ski Runs 

• Above & Underground Parking 

• Propane Fireplaces 

• Furnished units ready to go 

• Ski Storage Room off the Lobby
with separate lockers for renters 

216 2 Bedrooms facing $178,300
Strathcona Park   FREEHOLD

308 3 Bedroom, facing ski runs $239,900
FREEHOLD
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Mountainside at 
Mount Washington

Top Floor two bedroom lockoff
suite with views West into
Strathcona Park for sunset views.
Easy access to Hawk Chairlift in
winter and Strathcona Park.
Under building parking, shared
hot tub and storage. Top floor cor-
ner for peace and quiet. Use the
whole property as a two bedroom
or it locks off as a one bedroom
suite and a studio suite.  $184,900

The Numbers Work! Franchise Opportunity.
Here is your opportunity to purchase a money making business
on Mount Washington with potential to grow on or off the
Mountain. Beavertails Canada has been delighting pastry lovers
with their unique products since 1978! A Canadian culinary
icon, they operate shops in Canada's premiere recreational and
tourist locations. Innovation is continual as they imagine
increasingly tasty ways for their franchisees to expand on their
success. They are currently on an expansion drive to develop
across Canada.                                                         $224,900

Features Include:
• Furnished Apartments
• Drive To Access  
• Propane Fireplaces 
• Self-contained Kitchens 
• Ski Storage Lockers off Lobby  
• Breathtaking Mountain Views 
• Convenient Location to 

Ski Lifts and Strathcona 
Provincial Park.

ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS

210 Facing Strathcona Park $119,999

301 Corner unit, facing ski runs $118,500

309 Top floor, facing ski runs $122,900

312 Corner unit   FREEHOLD $149,900
Facing Strathcona Park

Contact: Rick Gibson, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

Creekside House
Rarely do suites in Creekside House
hit the open market. One owner,
immaculately maintained 3 bedroom
suite available. Quality plus building
built by the same builder of Raven
Lodge. Creekside is located immedi-
ately adjacent to Easy Acres so is
about as ski in and out friendly as
you can get. Easy access to Nordic
and Strathcona Park.

301 Top Floor, 3 bedroom      $374,900
Sunny slopeside   FREEHOLD

 

Features Include:
• Swimming Pool, Sauna & Hot Tub 
• Underground Parking 
• Convenient Location to Amenities 
• Mountain / Strathcona Park Views

113 2 Bedroom $159,900
facing Strathcona Park  FREEHOLD

214 4 Bedroom, spacious $199,900
park view Suite   

306 3 Bedroom, facing ski runs $175,000
FREEHOLD

308 3 Bedroom top floor $184,900
facing ski runs FREEHOLD

407 2 Bedroom FREEHOLD $219,900
facing ski runs and Strathcona Park

501 3 Bedroom Penthouse suite $264,900
FREEHOLD

506 3 Bedroom Penthouse facing 
Strathcona Park and ski runs $199,900

Features Include:
• Slopeside Location  • Hot Tub  
• Fully Furnished      • Caretaker  
• Front Desk Service

103 3 Bedroom, deluxe suite $289,900
FREEHOLD

110 2 Bedroom, larger than most $234,900
FREEHOLD

210 2 Bedroom lockoff, slopeside $184,900
FREEHOLD

212 3 Bedroom corner suite (no GST) $294,900
FREEHOLD

305 2 Bedroom lockoff, slopeside $205,000
FREEHOLD

313 2 Bedroom Lock-off  
facing Strathcona Park $189,900
FREEHOLD

408 1 Bedroom top floor, slopeside $134,900

South Facing
Townhouse
Easy access to parking and
skiing. Basement undevel-
oped for additional usage. 3
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms.
Propane fireplace for the
cool winter nights. Quiet
location and great building!

$169,900

Two Bedroom 
Freehold Condo

This top floor alpine village home
has been updated with a gourmet
kitchen including pine cabinetry,
slate backsplash, hardwood floor,
bar, jenn-air grill, new appli-
ances, new carpet, wood-
trimmed windows and river rock
fireplace. Quiet with two decks
you have sweeping views in
almost all directions. Loads of
storage, 2 bathrooms, sauna and
much much more.

#201 - $149,999
#301 - $199,900

FREEHOLD!!!
Closest to the Alpine Lodge! 3
bedroom townhome in tip top
shape! Ski in and Out from this
two level home. 3 bedrooms, two
bathrooms and plenty of storage.
Bright sunny exposure and a
location hard to beat!    $149,900

Pride of Ownership
Pride of ownership is evident and all
the upgrades are done! New kitchen,
new flooring, new bathrooms. Bright
corner suite with views west into
Strathcona Park. Easy access to park-
ing and ski out to lifts. Basement area
could be further developed. 

$199,900



Perched on a Ridge!
3 bedroom executive townhome with
stunning spectacular views of Strathcona
Park. The Master suite encompasses the entire
top floor and the Living room is vaulted almost
up the roof of the entire building. Common
area includes, hot tub on it's own private
deck and sauna. What more to say than
"WOW!"                            Suite C $399,900
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Chairlift Friendly
Located at the loading station of the Hawk
chairlift is this luxury 3 bedroom town-
home with a double garage. The finishing is
exquisite with a view of the ski runs. Loads of
storage and plenty of space. Parkview Place
offers a great location with easy access to the
Alpine and Nordic skiing. Close to
Strathcona Park.

Three Bedroom  $369,900
Four Bedroom Freehold  $399,500

Nestled in the Trees!
In the heart of the Alpine Village is “Doug's
Chalet”. This mountian home is lovingly main-
tained by the original family that built it. The
home is surrounded by trees yet you can ski in
and out to the lifts.  The main area includes a
towering floor to celing brick fireplace and
vaulted celings. A very cozy kitchen comple-
ments the living area. Sleeps 6 comfortably. A
sauna and jetted tubs round out the upper
suite. Downstairs is a spacious  self contained
two bedoom suite. There is an area where a hot
tub could be installed.                     $549,900

FREEHOLD

FREEHOLD

FREEHOLD
Once in a Lifetime!
This legal duplex on Mount Washington has it
all. What you get is two legal titles and the
two units share a common area. Within the
common area is a third suite! Each side has 2
bedrooms and spacious plans. The com-
mon area which includes a large family room,
sauna, kitchen, bathroom & bedroom. Ideal
for 2 or more families with spectacular
views. Buy the package and then sell one of the
off, or keep the other. WOW - this one has
many options.                               $398,800

The Ultimate Ski Chalet!
Your own log cabin perched high on a ridge
with incredible views of Strathcona Park. The
mountain home is separated into a lower 2
bedroom suite suite and the main upper 3
bedroom suite. The living area has a cathedral
ceiling and an open wood burning fireplace.
Many special features such as stained glass,
hand carved mantel and very cozy touches.
This has been a very popular rental with strong
repeat business.                              $449,900

Three Decks!
Looking for something different? Your front
door opens onto Strathcona Park while your
back door opens onto Hawk chairlift. 3 bed-
rooms plus lofts with above average finishing
including maple flooring, tile in bathrooms, fir
doors, wood blinds and more. Sauna and
roughed-in for hot tub. Loads of storage and 3
decks! Skylights, vaulted ceilings in main area
and 10 ft ceilings down. Wow! 
This is a must see!                              $424,900

FREEHOLD

FREEHOLD

FREEHOLD

Big Red Chalet
Brand new chalet available for sale. This family
ready property can sleep 12 - 16; 2 complete
suites available, together or separate. Drive-in
location, heated driveway with double car
garage and parking for six vehicles is rare to
find. With beautiful mountain views and all
the comforts of home, Big Red is the ideal
destination. Five bedrooms (2 in upper suite
and 3 in main suite) and two bathrooms.
Large deck on the main suite and smaller in
the upper. Built for snow, this chalet is
perched on the upper side of the road with
encompassing views into the park. The drive-
way is heated, so ice will not build up.
$599,900

Contact: Rick Gibson, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

Large Family Chalet
Are you looking for that large family chalet on
Mount Washington? You will get the sun all
day from the gorgeous mountain home. Well
built, 3 floors with 5 bedrooms and other
sleeping areas. There is a cozy woodstove and
fireplace for warming up. After a long day on
the slopes enjoy the hot tub and sauna. The
games room comes with shuffleboard, fooze-
ball and a projection TV. There is about 1000
sq. ft. of basement that could be further devel-
oped. Year round recreational area. New win-
dows and metal siding. Converted to freehold.

$499,900

FREEHOLD



2700 Square Feet of Luxury!
Never before has a home of this style and quality been available on
the Mount Washington market. Over 2,700 square feet with 6
bedrooms and 4 bathrooms. No expense has been spared from
the silestone quartz kitchen, hardwood floors, solid cedar
beams, log styled exterior to the open hearth style gas fireplace.
All rooms are open and spacious. Fosters Place is Mount
Washington’s only drive-in, ski-out location. If you have been
looking for the “something special”, this is the one.     $799,9 00

Contact: Rick Gibson, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca
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The Best of the Best!
Log home for sale on Fosters Place. Over 3,000 sqft of luxury in
this 3 level home at bottom of cul-de-sac. A snowballs throw
from ski runs. Lower floor could easily be converted to addi-
tional accommodation. Large deck, gourmet kitchen, cathedral
ceiling in living room, etc. If you have seen the rest & want the
best - this is it! Views from the large deck over Strathcona Park.
This is one of only a few properties on Mount Washington that
are drive in and ski out and unobstructed views.      $799,900

Perched on a Knoll...
to take in sunset views of Strathcona Park. This chalet in Mount
Washington's Alpine Village is perfectly set up for the large
family or the family wanting a great rental property with one of
the nicest owner’s suite available. Easy access to parking
and virtually ski in and out to the ski lifts. The mountain home
has three distinct living areas, a lower two bedroom owner’s
suite that is sunny and bright, and main floor 5 bedroom main
suite with huge entertainment friendly kitchen and living area
and an upper bachelor suite. The whole property is meticulous-
ly maintained with new hardiplank siding on the exterior.
Loads of storage inside and very well thought out design. Wood
fireplace in the upper main suite and electric fireplace in the
owners suite.                                                              $674,900

FREEHOLD

FREEHOLD

FREEHOLD

FREEHOLD

Perched on Arrowsmith Ridge!
Built with thought and planning. Perched on Arrowsmith Ridge
is the custom built mountain home. Thought out design with 6
bedrooms. Two of the bedrooms have their own ensuites whist
the others are designed as family suites. Each family suite has
two bedrooms and a shared bathroom. Open living area with
grand gourmet kitchen and huge cathedral ceilings. The main
flfloor offffers a large deck with BBQ to take in the afternoon sun.
Sauna, loads of storage, two separate garages, heated drive way,
huge laundry area and the list goes on and on. If you have been
looking for the idea property for a larger family, or the idea prop-
erty for joint family ownership, 
this is the one!      $1,050,000

One of Mount Washington’s Finest!
Located at the end of Fosters Place, this truly ski in and ski out
Freehold chalet is situated to take in the morning and afternoon
sun yet less than 100 feet away from the slopes. The mountain
home was custom built with insulated concrete walls with R50
insulation. Inside are two propane fireplaces, HRV system, Low
E windows throughout, 4 bathrooms, central vacuum, 2 hot
water tanks, private concrete patios (both wired for hot tubs).
The home has been split into two areas, the main part with 4
bedrooms and the owners suite with 2 bedrooms. Plus, the over
height basement (11 foot ceilings) is ideal for getting out of the
winter weather or workshop or ? In the main area, take advan-
tage of the spectacular views of the Beaufort Mountain Range and
the vistas of Strathcona Park from the expansive outdoor patio,
or put a hot tub on the upstairs deck located privately off the
master bedroom.                                                      $849,900

Bear Lodge 214 $192,500 
Deer Lodge 207 2 $149,900
Blueberry Hill 303 2 $189,900
Ptarmigan Ridge 304 1 $114,000
695 Castle Craig 203 2 $127,900
Blueberry Hill 108 3 $159,900
Creekside 201 3 $224,900
Bear Lodge 208 1 $149,900
Bear Lodge 310 2 $219,900
Bear Lodge 210 2 $214,900
Bear Lodge 105 2 $219,900
Bear Lodge 201 2 $189,900
Deer Lodge 201 2 $144,900
Ptarmigan Ridge 204 1 $122,900
931-B Clinton Wood 3 $439,900

Location Unit # Bdrms List Price List Sell 
1236 Fosters Place 6 $585,000
Creekside 101 3 $199,900
Ptarmigan Ridge 302 1 $134,900
Deer Lodge 212 3 $249,900
Snowbird 7 3 $164,900
Ptarmigan Ridge 305 1 $127,500
Blueberry Hill 201 3 $224,995
969 Beaufort Heights $99,900
959 Beaufort Heights $99,900
691 Castle Craig 12 2 $139,900
Paradise Ridge 302 3 $149,900
Blueberry Hill 103 2 $176,500
Bear Lodge 413 2 $249.900
Creekside 303 2 $179,900
Bear Lodge 301 2 $149,900

Location Unit # Bdrms List Price List Sell 
RECENT REAL ESTATE SALES* ON MOUNT WASHINGTON Realtors

Other

Royal LePage is the proven leader is Real Estate Listing and Sales performance on Mount Washington.
*Source: Vancouver 
Island Real Estate Board
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250-338-1723 (Direct)
www.rickgibson.ca 
 www.milehigh.ca 

Sit Back, Relax & Scan...
Considering purchasing property on Mount Washington or in the Comox Valley? 
Enjoyed your visit to Mount Washington and considering booking an overnight stay?

Everything you need is just a scan away, courtesy of Rick Gibson.

CONNECTED
TO MOUNT WASHINGTON

CONNECTED
TO THE COMOMX VALLEY

CONNECTED TO YOU

MOUNT
WASHINGTON
REAL ESTATE

COMOX VALLEY
REAL ESTATE

MOUNT
WASHINGTON
ACCOMMODATIONS


