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Play safe and
enjoy your visit to
Mt.Washington!

Spring break at Mt.Washington
had been a glorious holiday for the
family. Sunshine washed the slopes
every day and the snow was deep
and rich.  Six-year-old Lesley had
just completed her second week of
ski lessons and was eager to try a
challenge...

After all, she’d graduated from keep-
ing her skis in pizza wedge formation
to the all-important French-fries.  Her
turns were a series of slow, calculated
curves as she traversed, in complete
control, from one side of Linton’s Loop
to the other. 

A few feet above her, Rick called out
“Turn! That was great!  Okay, Lesley,
turn again!”  in a voice that resounded
over the crunch and swish of fellow
skiers and snowboarders whisking
happily by.  Higher still, her mother
and older brother were enjoying the
leisurely pace set by the youngest
member of the group.  They shared
giggles and laughter as mother and son
stopped at the crest of the last lip to
survey the slope below. 

In his bright red and black jacket,
Rick was easy to spot.  At over six feet
tall and weighing somewhat more than
the average scarecrow, he was a big
man. Lesley was just as visible in her
brilliant turquoise and purple ski suit
and the black helmet she’d kept on her
head after her official lessons were
done for the day. 

“Turn!”  Rick called and Lesley’s
mom and brother poked each other
and bragged about what a great skier
Lesley was becoming. 

There was no ominous warning
that the man was coming. There
was no shout, no earsplitting
scream, no sound at all.  Just the
gentle whoosh of his snowboard
shooting right past the huge, 
fluorescent orange warning signs
and over the snowy lip with a
blinding flash of sun glinting off
the razor-sharp edge of his board.

Time froze for Lesley’s mom and
brother as they watched helplessly,
unable to cry out fast enough to stop
the disaster.  Their world shifted into
slow motion as the airborne snow-
boarder hurtled straight toward little
Lesley. 

A thunderclap rent the silence as the
snowboard smashed into the back of
her helmet and sent her tiny body fly-
ing in cartwheels through the air.  In a
moment it was over and Lesley lay
unmoving, facedown in the snow. 

Continued on page 21

World Class Raven
Lodge opens for
Winter 01/02
Nordic skiing is taking the
spotlight at Mt. Washington
this year. And it has every-
thing to do with the state-of-
the-art Raven Lodge.

“The building we’ve developed is
world class,” Mt. Washington General
Manager Peter Gibson said. New
nordic terrain has also been developed
as part of a 600-acre expansion proj-
ect.
The lodge opened in mid-December
after two summers of building. The
post-and-beam construction, soaring
windows on the main floor and use of 
cultured stone on the exterior has cre-
ated an ambience in the lodge that
blends well with the natural surround-
ings, he said.

Some of the wood used in the finish-
ing construction was milled on site,
too. The upstairs features a huge stone
fireplace with a seating area, a  cafete-
ria, retail space and spectacular view
of Strathcona Park. 

Continued on page 22

Newly completed Raven Lodge features spectacular post and beam construction.

Announcing the  Second
Phase of Parkview Place!

Now is your opportunity to purchase
a townhome in a location second to
none! Located directly across from the
Green Chair and a snowball’s throw
from Strathcona Park. There will ONLY
be six of these prime mountain homes
available so call Rick Gibson today!
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Herb Bradley folded his
hands on his walking cane
and bowed his head, resting
it on his hands, as the room
around him erupted in a
standing ovation.

The sold out crowd at the Florence
Filberg Centre had come to honor the
consummate volunteer: Bradley, the
man who has made so much differ-
ence in so many lives, in so many
ways.

The Herb Bradley dinner in
November attracted a who’s who of
the Comox Valley history books, as
Bradley’s former students and fellow
volunteers came from all over
Vancouver Island to applaud him.

Since he arrived in the Comox Valley
in 1947, Bradley has been instrumen-
tal in teaching kids how to swim and
ski, and has helped bring the
Vancouver Island Skiing for the
Disabled Society a national reputation
for the calibre of skiers it trains.

Amid all the stories that the packed
house told at the “open mic”, and the
songs that Bradley — known for lead-
ing a ski class or two in song — led,
everyone paused to hear the big news.
The disabled skiing race traditionally
held in February at Mt. Washington
has now been renamed the Herb
Bradley Coca-Cola Classic.

“This is one of the events that’s near
and dear to our hearts,” said Peter
Kupiak, Island manager for Coca-Cola,
in announcing the name change for
the popular VISD fund-raiser. The race

A solid Christmas season
will spell the difference
between new development or
no development on the west
side of Mt.Washington.

If numbers are strong through the
early part of the season, Mt.
Washington Resort will continue
developing 600 new acres on the west
side with construction of another high-
speed chairlift.

“Everything’s subject to board
approval and affordability. So we have
to have a strong start to the year,”
Resort General Manager Peter Gibson
said prior to the season opener. If

everything goes according to plan,
construction will proceed next summer
on a new chairlift that will open up
new terrain. The lift line was cleared in
summer 2001, as was one new ski run.

“We’re strongly leading towards a
detachable six (seater),” he said. A lift
company has been chosen, but Gibson
wouldn’t reveal who it was because
the choice hadn’t been run by the
board, yet.

The new red chair will eliminate a
major congestion area at the top of the 
red chair; it will unload where the
Raven run comes off Westerly, and will
be one lift longer than the Eagle
Express, Gibson said.

“The new lift will cater to all levels
of skiers and boarders,” he said, with
an emphasis on giving novice skiers
some higher terrain to work with.

The west side project started last
year with construction of Raven Lodge,
a first-class Nordic skiing facility that
opened in mid-December. Two park-
ing lots have been cleared and set with
gravel, to accommodate Raven Lodge 
visitors.

Construction of one of the parking
lots meant moving the biathlon range
that the Strathcona Nordics Cross-
Country Ski Team had developed. A
new range has been constructed about
a kilometre farther up the road. Next
year, a new trail head will be devel-
oped to welcome guests to Paradise
Meadows. Gibson said the trail head
location has yet to be determined, but
it will give people access either
through the lower parking lot or from
the lower level of Raven Lodge.

Herb Bradley Honoured for a 
Lifetime of Community Service

New Development Hinges on
the Success of Holiday Season

pits teams of skiers, including disabled
skiers, against each other in a fun race
on the Green Chair run. The race
habitually attracts some big-time
names, like the B.C. Lions, who pro-
mote it by doing live appearances as
well as participating in the race itself.

Bradley was born in Bonnie Doon, a
suburb of Edmonton. He was one of
seven boys and three girls, and at
Rutherford school he was always one
of the top athletic performers in all
fields. “His activities were many and
varied, but in all fields his tremendous
natural ability and strength of charac-
ter and sheer determination always

Continued on page 23

To disabled skiers, Herb Bradley is the man who made it possible for many of 
them to have the opportunity to experience the excitement of skiing.
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Mt.Washington's

D I G I T A L
CELLULAR SERVICE PROVIDER

250-703-2008

is
FREE DIGITAL PHONE!

Driftwood Mall, Courtenay

Don't be caught OUT OF BOUNDS without your Sky Tel Cellular phone!

 MT.WASHINGTON EAGLE EXPRESS QUAD PACK
Includes Case, Charger, Hands Free Kit & Xtra Colour Face Plate

™Rogers Communications Inc. used under License
®AT&T Corp. used under License.
Seee in-store for details.

Shafts of sunlight glint off
crystalline snow as it hangs
tremulously from gnarled
fingers of soaring, ancient
cedars.   Icicles drip lazily
making random pockmarks
in the glittering paradise.
Nestled under the canopy of
drooping boughs two small,
dark figures thread their
way along a pattern of 
criss-cross trails stitched
over a quilt of perfect white.

Whether you are young or old, casu-
al or intense about sports, Cross
Country Skiing has something for
everyone.  It offers high cardiovascular
rewards without the jarring and pivot-
ing of many aerobic sports and its
smooth movements involve large mus-
cle groups in both the upper and lower
body.  More than just a ski experience,
Cross Country offers the pleasures of
surrounding yourself in a soul-soothing
winter wonderland while indulging
your body in an aerobic work-out that
is so invigorating there’s even an exer-
cise machine designed to simulate the
exhilaration. 

Not only is Cross Country skiing
good for your mind and body, it’s also
lighter on the pocketbook.  Where a
full day Alpine adult pass will run you
$45.00, a full day Cross Country adult
pass comes in at an economical
$17.00.  High Five passes are also
available to the Cross Country Skier for
$75.00 per adult.  This is a book of five

one-day trail passes plus a coupon for
50% off your sixth visit.  As an added
bonus, Mt Washington has included
one free Alpine Lift Ticket for each
High Five package purchased!

Season passes can also be purchased
for Cross Country skiing.  An adult sea-
son’s pass purchased prior to
September 30 is a low $145.00.
Purchased after November 1st, the
price rises to $179.00.  Family passes
are also available with the first adult
paying the regular season’s pass price
and the discounted rates applicable to
the additional family members.

With Strathcona Park snuggled
against the west side of the Alpine Ski
resort, Mt Washington offers a Nordic
adventure that is second to none.
There are 55km of track set and skating
trails on the mountain and in the park,
some of which are lift serviced.  There
is something for all levels of fitness
from easy to most difficult and every-
thing in between.  With so much snow
and a scintillating variety of trails that
range from gentle undulation all the
way up to extreme challenges, Nordic
Skiing is not to be confused with a
stroll in the park but it can certainly
feel like one.

The Red Chair accesses the Upper
West Trail and the Discovery Platter
will make your trip back to the Alpine
Lodge a smooth glide.  Most trails are
groomed daily.  It should be noted that
after hours skiing is not permitted at Mt
Washington.

In addition to Cross Country classic
and skating skis, snow blades, snow-
shoes and children’s sleds are all wel-
come on the Cross Country trails.  

Continued on page 24

Welcome To Cross Country Skiing!

Chalk it up to sore knees from too many years of radical alpine skiing or 
the aging of the baby boomers... what ever the reason cross country skiing 

is growing dramatically in popularity.

P
H

O
TO

 C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 M
T.

W
A

S
H

IN
G

TO
N



897-0121
               #4-2720 Cliffe Ave., Courtenay

We also deliver in the 
Comox Valley or on 
Mt.Washington!

West Coast
Hawaiian Fusion! 
Using only the freshest 
catch available we create 
healthy, low-fat sushi 
and delicious meals.
Best of all it's served up
in a fun and friendly
atmosphere! 
Sit-in or Take-out

“The Best Pizza in Town”

Call 338-7970 Now and have

your pizza hot and ready when you get

down from the mountain! OR take a

parbaked pizza with you to your Villa! 

Open Mon. ~ Sat. for Lunch & Dinner

492 Fitzgerald @ Fifth Street, Courtenay

MEXICAN  RESTAURANT
Fresh Authentic Mexican Cuisine

Fully Licensed
Kid's Menu
536 6th Street
Courtenay, BC
250-334-8033

Fresh Local Seafood
Open 7 

days a week
4:30-9:00

Til 10 pm on weekends

YAMATO
JAPANESE RESTAURANT

DINE IN • TAKE OUT • SUSHI • HOT & COLD ENTREES 
FULLY LICENSED • LUNCH - WED. THURS. FRI. 

CLOSED SUNDAYS

RESERVATIONS  (250) 334-2025
FAX: (250) 338-4790     597 CLIFFE AVE., COURTENAY, BC

Conveniently located between Walmart and 
Driftwood Mall off the 29th Street Connector.

Open 7 days a week  7 am-9pm
#3 468-29th Street, Courtenay

Fill up before you head home!

334-8087

Ltd.

Fine Cuisine
Steaks - Seafood - Schnitzel
Fully Licensed Dining Room

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

PH: 338-6031
8 -625 CLIFFE AVENUE

COURTENAY, BC

Top off a great 
day of skiing
with convenient 

heat & serve 
appies & dinners

PLUS an awesome
selection of desserts!

Your Party Food Headquarters!

727 Anderton Road, Comox  
Phone 339-1224

Just minutes from Crown Isle
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Guthrie Road

Lerwick Road M&M

McDonald’s

Tim Horton’s

727
ANDERTON

ROAD
40$ Per person based on

Double Occupancy

25 minutes from Mt.Washington in the historic Village of Cumberland

30$ Per person based on
Double Occupancy

Suites

Reservations: 250-336-8823
e-mail: bicklehouse@telus.net

Rooms

Wood, glass, silver, 
pottery & more!

G A L L E R Y  S H O P

367 FOURTH STREET
DOWNTOWN COURTENAY

TEL: 250-338-6211

with the best
in comfortable, 
quality clothing.

Conveniently located 
in dowtown Courtenay.

442-D Duncan Ave., Courtenay   Tel: 250-334-2447

A Unique Boutique... 

• Fine Jewellry • Diamonds 
• Watches • China • Crystal

“The Store with the Clock”
261 5th St., Courtenay • 334-4523

THE COMOX VALLEY stretches from
Fanny Bay to Saratoga Beach and
includes Courtenay, Comox and
Cumberland, as well as Denman and
Hornby Islands. Alpine To Ocean; So
Much, So Close, describes the endless
variety of beaches, mountains, parks,
activities and attractions that can be
experienced here.

THE ROCKFISH SUSHI BAR Their
sushi combines traditional style with a
West Coast/Hawaiian fusion.  Whether
it’s the daily fresh cracked crab, wild
sockeye salmon or their newest
Louisiana Alligator Roll, you’ll find
dining here a true adventure!  Dine in
or take out.  Delivery available at Mt.
Washington or in town.

ORBITZ PIZZA is the perfect aprés-
ski eatery, featuring gourmet pizzas,
pastas, salads, organic coffee, home-
made soups and sweets. ORBITZ is
licensed, but kid-friendly. Eat-in, take-
out, delivery service available. ORB-
ITZ is open Monday to Saturday for
lunch and dinner, until 9 pm Friday
and Saturday.

TITA’S MEXICAN RESTAURANT,
Courtenay’s hottest new Mexican
Restaurant, is located in a bright yel-
low house on 6th Street.  TITA’S spe-
cializes in fresh, authentic Mexican
cuisine featuring local produce and
seafood, fresh fruit margaritas and
friendly service.  TITA’S opens at 4:30
for dinner 7 days a week.

ATLAS CAFE is a global experience
with a world of choices!  ATLAS serves
fresh and innovative cuisine for break-
fast, lunch and dinner.  Diners will
appreciate the warm and inviting vibe
and we feature fresh desserts, espres-
sos, juices, kids’ menu and nightly spe-
cials. ATLAS CAFE is licensed and non-
smoking.

YAMATO is the only place in the
Comox Valley you can enjoy tradition-
al Japanese food. The fully licensed
eatery has wide menu selection
including sushi, teriyaki and tempura.
Open for lunch Wed. to Fri., dinner
Mon. to Sat. and take-out.  Closed
Sunday.

PLATES EATERY & CATERING is a
full service licensed family restaurant
open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.  PLATES
EATERY features a salad bar, a chil-
dren's play area, and a great menu.

TULIO’S CASITA offers Fine Dining
with a Mediterranean flavour.  Family
owned and operated, TULIO’S has
been serving the Comox Valley for
over 25 years.  To enjoy their special-
ties of Steak, Schnitzel, Seafood or
Lamb at your favourite table, call your
Host Teresa at 338-6031 for a reserva-
tion. TULIO’S CASITA 625 Cliffe
Avenue - at 6th in beautiful downtown
Courtenay.

The COMOX VALLEY ART GALLERY
offers a juried selection of high-quality,
original design works showcasing the

best of local and regional crafts. Whether
for earrings, artwork, teapots or glassware,
“CVAG” invites you to browse.

Discover the ultimate in relaxed comfort
at PENNY TYME FASHIONS.  This outlet
of fashion,  features “wash and wear”
suedes, the latest fashions from Canada
and Europe, “Tommy Bahama” silks and
much more.  Make time for Penny Tyme
Fashions - your FIRST stop for affordable,
quality - timeless lifesyle fashions!

At M&M MEAT SHOPS we pride our-
selves in providing wonderful, high quali-
ty food with friendly, helpful service.  We
have hundreds of convenient products
from party appetizers, meals in minutes
like lasagne & cabbage rolls, and desserts
like New York cheesecakes & ready for
the oven pies.  We are open 7 days a
week.

GRAHAM’S JEWELLERS, a family-oper-
ated business, has been serving the
Comox Valley for 30 years. At Graham’s
they offer a selection of fine jewellery and
gold and giftware such as Swarovski,
Waterford Crystal, etc. All jewellery repair
is done locally by a quality goldsmith.

The ski slopes are only 25 minutes away
from BICKLE HOUSE COUNTRY INN in
Cumberland. We offer our guests the PER-
FECT BED & BREAKFAST ACCOMMO-
DATION at very reasonable rates.
Included are a full Scottish Breakfast and
the choice of two suites and three rooms,
all ensuite. 

The Comox Valley is open to skiers!
Make sure to check out the Comox Valley on your
visit to Mt.Washington. You’ll find great places
to enjoy a meal, find that special gift or to 
be entertained with some hot live music.



Visit the SHELL and PAYLESS Stations
in the Comox Valley for all of your
travelling needs.  We have five con-
venient locations to serve you, your
family and your vehicle. Show your
current Mt. Washington Lift Ticket for a
FREE 12oz. Java Cafe coffee to refuel
your body!

BRIAN McLEAN Chevrolet
Oldsmobile Ltd., located on Cliffe
Avenue past the Chamber of
Commerce, is committed to serving its
customers.

COURTENAY CAR CENTRE’s friendly
knowledgeable staff have been serving
the Comox valley since 1955. We service
all makes and models, including
Volvos, Ladas, and BMWs. Hancook
Tire dealer, chain rentals. RV rentals
and leasing.

TOSCANOS serves upscale Italian cui-
sine- Harbourside in Comox. The best
veal and pasta, lovingly prepared and
served by Wendy and Bill. Casual din-
ing for family and friends with weekly
specials.

Kingfisher Oceanside Restaurant 
Reservations 334-9600

Excellent Dining with a Spectacular
Oceanview

• Fresh Creative Menus  • Sunday Brunch  • Monthly Seafood Buffet

Après SkiAprès Ski
Excellent Dining with a Spectacular

Oceanview!

FINDING the RIGHT STAFF?
DESTINATIONS CAN HELP YOU!
✔ Find Quality Staff ✔ Save Time & Money

✔Access Job Retention Support funds

Ph: 334-9823 211-2270 Cliffe Avenue, 
Courtenay, BC

Shell and Payless
in the Comox Valley

Bring in today’s lift ticket 
and receive a FREE 12 oz. 

Java Café Hot Drink!

Courtenay Shell - 2591 Cliffe Ave. • Comox Shell - 2052 Cliffe Ave.
Headquarters Shell - 157 N. Island Hwy. • Ryan Road Payless - 581 Ryan Road

North Courtenay Payless - 270 Old Island Hwy. 2145 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay  334-2425

WE’RE COMMITTED TO YOU!

May we help you?
Come to the Comox Valley
Visitor Info Centre for every-
thing you need to know 
about this fantastic area.

2040 Cliffe Avenue
Courtenay, B.C. V9N 2L3
250-334-3234

1-888-357-4471
chamber@mars.ark.com

www.tourism-comox-valley.bc.ca

Collision
• We Use Quality Standox Paint (Lifetime

Guarantee) • BCAA Accredited • Laser
Accurate Unibody Repairs• 20 Years in
Business • Open Saturdays 8am-12pm

338-9636
785-27th Street (Across from ICBC) • Courtenay

Rain, Snow or Shine...
there’s always something to do 

in Downtown Courtenay!

Fresh
Fanny Bay Oysters

and more!

Take Buckley Bay Exit off Hwy. 19 
 to Petro-Can Denman Ferry Landing

                           Order Today!
        Phone 250-335-1198
        or Fax 250-335-1211
        info@fannybayoysters.com
        www.fannybayoysters.com

DOWNTOWN COURTENAY is an ideal
place to spend a winter’s day, or evening,
après ski. There are incredible shops to
visit, restaurants to eat at and things to do
on a beautiful day, all set under the gaze
of the Comox Glacier. Visit the Courtenay
Museum, art galleries or see a movie. 

With the new Inland Island Highway
now open it’s a 20-minute trip from
Mt.Washington into downtown
Courtenay.

FANNY BAY SEAFOOD SHOP is the
place to pick up Fanny Bay’s own succu-
lent oysters, scrumptious clams, or our
own plump Gallo mussels.  Too hungry to
wait?  Ready to go chowder, salmon rolls,
seafood quiche, patés, or candied salmon
could hit the spot.  Iced to travel?  Of
course!

Visit THE ROMANCE SHOP in down-
town Courtenay. This upscale adult gift
boutique is where lovers and romantics of
all ages shop.  Exotic massage oils, lovely
lingerie, Kama sutra products.  Browse
through the amazing fun toy department.
Special couples corner.  3 locations -
Victoria, Duncan and Courtenay. 

VALHALLA PURE OUTFITTERS are the
valley’s “mountain sport” specialists.
They feature ~Valhalla Pure~ outdoor
clothing, made in B.C. They also carry all
the latest outdoor brands in clothing,
backpacking, climbing and travel gear.
~Valhalla Pure~ check them out before
your next adventure!

The Kingfisher Oceanside Resort &
Spa is situated on a tranquil oceanfront
setting with spectacular views and an
abundance of outdoor recreational
activities. Every room in our resort
overlooks the Strait of Georgia, the
snow-capped Coast mountains, the
nearby Islands, and a variety of marine
wildlife such as eagles and sea lion.

For all your collision, glass and tow-
ing needs, phone the professionals at
GEORGIA STRAIT COLLISION.
People will find that Georgia Straight
has all the latest in equipment and
technology. They offer damage-free
towing and lifetime warranty on all
repairs. They also have courtesy cars
when available.

At SCOTIABANK, your mortgage
should be a helpful financial tool.
Scotia Total Equity Plan (STEP) turns
your mortgage into a valuable asset -
one that can give your more control
over your borrowing, potentially sav-
ing you hundreds of dollars each year.

DESTINATIONS, a job placement
agency sponsored by B.C.’s tourism
industry, provides a service to employ-
ers in the tourism, hospitality and retail
fields. In its sixth year of operation,
Destinations saves employers time,
energy and money.

Movies, Theatre,
Live Music,
Galleries, unique
Pubs, Cafés and
Restaurants
make the Comox
Valley a great
place to visit!

"Your Home of
Romantic and Erotic Adventures"

Amazing and Fun Sex Toys • Videos
Lingerie/Bridal Lingerie • Adult Novelties
The place to shop for your favourite Lover!
Victoria
2018 Douglas

380-0069

Courtenay
589 Cliffe Ave.

338-0669

Duncan
80B Trunk Road

715-1269
Women Owned & Operated • www.theromanceshp.org

FINE ITALIAN CUISINE

Open for Lunch & Dinner

Your Hosts: Wendy & Bill Meade
Reservations Recommended
(for 6 or more) Tel: 250-890-7575
140 Port Augusta, Comox

Short stroll to
Comox Marina 

or Filberg Lodge



T H E  M T . W A S H I N G T O N  M A R M O T  •  W I N T E R  2 0 0 1 / 0 2Page 6

Golf or Ski Free!Golf or Ski Free!
Stay 2 nights at the Villas at 
Crown Isle and enjoy either a 
 round of golf, or a day on the 
  slopes at Mt.Washington for FREE!

           Per person, per night,  based  
          on double occupancy. Subject  
         to availability & applicable 
      taxes. Some restrictions apply.

• Rated 4 1/2 Stars 
   by Tourism BC
    • Jacuzzi • Fireplaces 
      • Fitness Center 
         & Steam Room
          • Timber Room Pub
            • Silverado 
              Steakhouse
             • Only 30 minutes
               to the slopes!

It’s 1:30 p.m. on a weekday
in skiing’s pre-season and
laughter floats out of the 
marketing department, perme-
ating the downstairs office at
Mt. Washington’s alpine lodge.
If one were to listen more close-
ly, one might think the room’s
occupants were practicing a
Three Stooges skit.

Mt.Washington marketing director
Karen Bonell just shakes her head.
“Those are my boys,” she says. The
“boys” are Van Eyke Olivier, Dave
Hampshire and Chris Hounsell.
Separately, they are events co-ordina-
tor, public relations co-ordinator and
retail sales representative, respectively.
Together, however, they are the laugh-
a-minute trio responsible for the mar-
keting of Mt. Washington.

“They’re definitely outgoing,” Bonell
says, laughing. “And loud.” Hounsell
is the “veteran” of the bunch, having
started work on the mountain three
years ago. However, he only moved
into his sales position in June 2001.
Olivier started work on the mountain
in December 2000 and moved into his
current role in February. Hampshire
started on July 3.

When Olivier first came to the valley
from South Africa he worked below
sea level, with a scuba diving opera-
tion. “It’s not really a big enough
industry to make a living. I had to look
around,” he said. In South Africa he
worked full-time for a scuba dive char-

Crown Isle
The Jewel in the Comox Valley!

Crown Isle Resort & Golf
Community - a mere 30-minute drive
from Mt. Washington and only 5-min-
utes from downtown Courtenay - offers
guests a full range of resort amenities.
The cornerstone of this 831-acre resort
is the award winning championship
18-hole golf course designed by
Graham Cooke, which is open all year
round and is playable for golfers at all
levels.  

For meals apres ski, the Resort
Centre offers two dining options.  The
Timber Room Pub with its’ roaring fire-
place and forestry theme environment
provides guests with traditional hearty
pub fare, while Silverado Steakhouse
features Sterling Silver Triple A Alberta
beef and a range of west coast specialties.

ter company, and worked part-time
organizing events.

Olivier started work at the mountain
with the ski and snowboard watchdog 
program, with the intention of moving
into the marketing department. When 
public relations and events were split
into two jobs in February, he got his
chance. “Having had event experience
in South Africa, it was a perfect fit,” he
said. He was also a stand-up comic,
having participated in eight interna-
tional comedy shows and worked the
pubs and clubs in South Africa for two
years - also a perfect fit for working in
the marketing department.

Hampshire is a familiar face to the
Comox Valley. Continued on page  22

Also housed within the Resort Centre
are a number of meeting and confer-
ence rooms, fitness centre with
whirlpool and steam rooms, golf shop,
cigar room and classic car museum
featuring classic automobiles from the
‘50’s to the ‘70’s.

The on-site accommodation avail-
able in the Villas at Crown Isle affords
guests a chance to unwind after a day
on the slopes or on the links. The Villas
were recently awarded a 4 1/2 star rat-
ing from Tourism BC with some suites
featuring king beds with goose-down
bedding, jacuzzi tubs with starlight
ceilings, full kitchens, laundry facili-
ties, and beautifully furnished living
rooms with a gas fireplace, TV, VCR,
sofa-bed, and patio overlooking the
first fairway. Golf and ski packages are
available throughout the winter, with
package rates starting from $65 per
person.  Families of all sizes can be
accommodated.
The real estate community at Crown
Isle is ever growing.  With a selection
of premium glacier or golf course view
home-sites to choose from, or already
constructed homes, living at Crown
Isle is made easy!    For skiers or golfers
- the ultimate in vacation home living
is the Villas at Crown Isle, where own-
ership is available from $59,000.  This
allows owners to use their Villa one-
week out of every month, or include it
in the rental program and reap the
rewards of rental income.

From dining to golfing, and from
staying a short while to making it your
permanent home, Crown Isle  offers
the utmost in a destination resort - all
in the heart of the Comox Valley.

Introducing Mt.Washington’s Three Marketeers (or Three Stooges?)

The 3 Marketeers are Chris Hounsell, Van
Eyke Olivier & Dave Hampshire

All for one and one for all!
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COURTENAY For all of your winter needs.

CHAINS
WINTER
TRUCK
TIRES WINTER

CAR
TIRES

CAR SIZES
30-1219X
from $5999

TRUCK SIZES
30-1209X
from $7499 from $11999

LT235/75R15
from $5299

P155/80R13

Our Auto Service Centre has licensed
mechanics on duty 7 days a week - 
from brakes to engines and everything 
in between, we do it all!

338-0101
278 North Island highway, CourtenayRetail

Repair Shop
Rentals
Demos

333 Fifth Street
DOWNTOWN COURTENAY

338-8844

SKI & SNOWBOARD CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS

SKI & SNOWBOARD OUTERWEAR
Fashionable, Technical, Comfortable, Excellent Quality,
Value and Prices (Ladies, Men & Junior)

CASUAL WEAR & INSULATION
Fleece jackets, vests, pants, long sleeve T’s and 
T-necks, wind shells and underwear selections

SKI & BOARDING EQUIPMENT
From the top-rated brands at very competitive 
prices with the best service.

Atomic • K2 • Dynastar • Lange 
Invasion • Oxygen • Look and more!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Contact us in person, by phone or visit our website
www.skiandsurfshop.com3292 DOUGLAS • VICTORIA

475-2415 • 1-800-667-3305
www.speedway~motors.com   DEALER 5180

“THE ALL ROAD”
The luxury of sublime control. An amazing array of standard equipment.
Quatro four-level height adjustment, leather seats, wood trim, and power
sunroof. Front and side airbags, six in all, including Sideguard™ head
protection, and an in-dash CD player. Options include a six-disc, 200 watt
Bose® stereo, xenon headlights and a global positioning Audi Navigation
System. Now it’s time to make yours.

SummerSummer Wrap Up

were up here,” Bonell added.
“They bought more sou-
venirs, they tried our disc
golf. The horseback rides
more than quadrupled their
business over last year.”

The weather in
August was overcast and wet
much of the time - there were 
only a couple of weekend
days that were good weather.
However, the mountain more
than made up for it with a
balmy September.

Mt.Washington saw a
50-per-cent increase in the number of
mountain bikes on the slopes, Bonell
said. “We’re putting some time and
effort into the trails and expanding
them, and it’s paying off.” Even when
rain held off the summer tourists, the
mountain bike diehards were pedaling
around the slopes, she said. “They
waterproof you in a way. They don’t
care what it’s like (outside), they’re
going to go anyway.”

Mt. Washington had more events
than last year and they were success-
ful, too. The Mountain Luau in July
was a huge draw, as was the family
day. The Mountain Musicfest may be
scrapped next year due to a lower than
expected turnout at the event.

Horseback rides more than
quadrupled their business
and mountain bike activity
grew by 50% over last year.

A significant step toward the future
development of Mt. Washington was
achieved in October, when the
Regional District of Comox-Strathcona 
unanimously passed the Mt.
Washington Local Area Plan.

The plan, will allow the mountain to
develop 2,200 units with many design
and expansion conditions. The previ-
ous development ceiling was 750
units, and Mt. Washington was already
at 550 units, Resort General Manager
Peter Gibson said.

“What the Local Area Plan does is
address all the issues,” like water,
sewer, buffers between the resort and
Strathcona Provincial Park, etc.,
Gibson said. “It’s a very strong plan-
ning document and I think it’s got a
strong ‘green’ message to it.”

The planning process began twelve
years ago and underwent several trans-
formations before City Spaces signed
on in the summer of 2000 to help.
Regional director Kel Kelly became
involved with a planning team, with an
eye on environmental concerns, as did
the resort owners advisory committee -
making sure property owners also had
a say in the process.

Jay Oddleifson, Mt. Washington
Director of Finance and planning, has
devoted the last two years of his life to
the Local Area Plan, trying to ensure
that Mt. Washington remains one of
the most environmentally sensitive
family resorts in Canada.

“The resort development here will
be market-driven,” Oddleifson
explained. Expansion will only happen

Thirty thousand people
thought Mt. Washington
was a great place to be 

last summer!

Summer visits stayed steady through
another year as about 17,000 people
rode the Eagle Express to the summit,
to catch the breath-taking views of
Strathcona Provincial Park, Discovery
Passage and the Comox Valley.

“We were up a little bit in terms of
our summer visitors,” marketing direc-
tor Karen Bonell said. The numbers
weren’t huge, but they were sufficient
to continue carving out Mt.
Washington’s reputation as a four-sea-
son destination. “What was significant
was that people bought while they

so long as the mountain resort has the
business. “The LAP and other planning
allows us to have a pretty good idea as
to how we want to see (development)
happen, where we want it to happen
and how we want it to happen,”
Oddleifson said.

Design guidelines have been put
into place to achieve a high standard
of design - both architecturally and
with landscape in mind, he said. The
plan is proactive with developers and
investors, not reactive - “It gives us a
lot more control over the quality of
resort we’re going to achieve.” 

The plan dictates that the resort will
develop detailed secondary plans to
establish a clear definition of land use
and expansion. It also allows for a uni-
form set of environmental and design
standards that will create a desired
ambience, he said.

As part of the detailed planning a
resort-wide analysis was conducted,
covering such areas as drainage,
sewage, streamside protection, vegeta-
tion and disturbed areas, greenways,
wildlife and infrastructure.

Now that the LAP has passed fourth
reading at the regional district, the next
step is to complete this secondary
planning and make presentations to
regional district directors. Oddleifson
hoped to have that process finished
before Christmas.

“The valley and surrounding com-
munities should all be proud of this,”
Oddleifson says. “We’re going to do
something up here everyone’s going to
be proud of.”

Mt. Washington Local Area Plan
Passes Unanimously 

PHOTO COURTESY MT.WASHINGTON
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Voted #6 Restaurant in British Columbia
Beautiful British Columbia Magazine Readers Poll

O p e n  d a i l y  -  L u n c h  &  D i n n e r

338-5406
1760 Riverside Lane • Reservations not required (but appreciated)

On & Off Site
Catering

WE MAKE EVERY OCCASION SPECIAL

2145 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay  250-334-2745
www.brianmcleanchev.gmcanada.com

W E ’ R E  C O M M I T T E D  T O  Y O U !

Drop in and see the 
all new 2002 
Chevy Avalanche!
Great selection 
of used vehicles.

Charming and Comfortable
are words not often associated
with shared accommodation
but they definitely apply to
the brand new Mt.Washington
Guest House.

Situated conveniently on Foster’s
Place, it is easy to locate by the sign post-
ed above the front door. There are no
squeaky beds or rusty furniture; no old
carpets or musty smells that normally
permeate shared lodgings. Instead, you
will find the welcoming warmth of a
scrupulously clean, bright, high quality
Guest House that invites you to sit down
and stay a while. 

John and Sue Twose own and live in
the Guest House. Originally from the
Southwest of England, they immigrated
to Canada in 1992. The idea of running
a Guest House on Mt Washington was an
exciting prospect they couldn’t pass up.
As Sue put it, “We’ve travelled exten-
sively throughout the world and often
stayed in guest houses or hostels. They
provided us with affordable accommoda-
tion in convenient locations and we’ve
met some really fabulous people.
Besides,” Sue was quick to point out, “I
couldn’t think of anywhere nicer to live
than Mt Washington.”
What is a Guest House? A Guest House
is exactly what the name implies. It is a
house for guests. You will be provided
with a bed to sleep in, a place to store

your food, prepare your meals and social-
ize with other “guests”. The protocol of
guest houses is that all guests are expected
to clean up after themselves. Since this is
community living, your stay will be much
more enjoyable for both yourself and the
other guests, if you wash your dishes and
leave things the way you found them. The
same holds true for the bathrooms. 

Since this is not a hostel, the internation-
al hostelling card is not required. Just
you’re your reservation, then come and
play! 
Where is it located? 1203 Fosters Place.
This is a drive-to, cul-de-sac that is conve-
niently situated on an Alpine access slope.
The Alpine Lodge is a short 10-minute walk
away. Additionally, it is close to Nordic
Skiing, Snow shoeing and the new Raven
Lodge. 

What facilities do you have? A spacious
hot tub is available to the guests nightly
from 5pm to 7pm. Games, books, puzzles
and coin-operated laundry are also provid-
ed. However, it should be noted that the
Guest House does not have a television. 

Why no TV? As Sue says, “I’m trying to
create a warm and welcoming atmosphere
that encourages communal camaraderie
between guests. You really have to experi-
ence this type of accommodation to fully
understand how lovely it is.” 

How do I check-in? There is an office
located right inside the front door of the
Guest House. The hours are 8:30am to
11am and 4:00pm to 9pm daily. 

Where do I get my key? There are no

keys other than those for your private pad-
locks. All doors are operated by way of a
security-encoded lockbox. The code is fre-
quently changed for security reasons. 

What about late checkout? If you need
to check out late there is secured storage
available for your belongings. Naturally
you will be expected to vacate your room
and you can pick up your belongings dur-
ing business hours later in the day. 

How many bedrooms are there? There
are six bedrooms and four bathrooms
arranged in various configurations to
accommodate singles, couples, families
and larger groups. 

Could I rent the whole house for my
large group? Yes you can. For groups of up
to 30 people but keep in mind that the
hosts live in the property so it will not be
the same as renting a private chalet. 

What are the prices? As with all rental
properties on the mountain there is high
season and low season pricing. You can
book per bed or per family room. Prices
start at $17.00 per head and go up from
there. 

How can I pay? Visa, Cash, Travellers
cheques are all accepted. In addition it
should be noted that you will be expected
to provide photo identification at the time
of check-in, so make sure you have your
driver’s license, passport or country identi-
ty cards handy. 

Do I need to bring my own sheets and
towels? Sheets are provided and towels
can be rented. It’s best to bring your own
towels. Sleeping bags are not permitted.
Should you need extra blankets they are
available upon request. 

What about cooking? The kitchen is
open until 11pm every night and you are
welcome to use the dishes, pots and pans
that are provided there. However, you are
expected to clean up after yourself. After
11pm the kitchen is closed. 

Where do I store my skis and snow-
boards? There is storage available on the

main level. Secured storage for your ski
and snowboarding equipment and wet
clothing is handy in the large utility
room. 

Is smoking allowed? No 
What are the rules? At check-in you

will be given a list of rules that are
designed for the benefit of everyone
sharing the Guest House. They include
items such as: no pets, no food in the
bedrooms and no hard liquor (beer and
wine are permitted). 

We’re looking for a rockin’ party
palace. Do you have any rules against
this? Since quiet time is enforced from
11pm to 7am and since no alcohol is
allowed in the bedrooms, it would be
pretty hard to have a party here. Also,
there are many families currently
booked. Socializing is highly encour-
aged but not swinging from the light fix-
tures. 

What about security? Will my
belongings be safe while I’m out? There
are lockers in every room. One locker
per person. Padlocks for the lockers are
available with a $5.00 deposit that will
be returned to you when you return the
lock. 

Do you recycle? There are recycling
bins just off the kitchen where you can
place items such as clean cans, newspa-
pers etc. The bins are all marked and are
emptied by your hosts on a regular
basis. “We encourage all our guests to
recycle.” Says Sue. 

When you are looking for lodgings
that are affordable, convenient and fun,
the Mt Washington Guest House offers
you something completely different! 
For more information on the Mt
Washington Guest House please visit
their web site at:

Reservations: 250-898-8141
www.mtwashingtonhostel.com 
mtwashingtonhostel@hotmail.com

And now for something completely different…

Vancouver Island’s FULL SERVICE
Specialty Ski & Snowboard Shop

featuring…
ROSSIGNOL • BURTON

SALOMON • RIDE
ELAN • OPTION

… and a 
High Performance

Demo Centre

334-2537
267 Sixth, 
Courtenay

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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The best selection of chalets, condos & townhomes
including Bludeberry Hill, Paradise Ridge, 

Creekside and Ptarmigan.

Featuring jacuzzis, hot tubs swimming pool 
& saunas. All with hotel style housekeeping.

Ski’n Stay‘n Save!

reservations
1-800-699-6499
VICTORIA (250) 370-1642       FAX (250) 370-1649

EMAIL • mt_washbc@hotmail.com

specializing in family accommodations since 1986

Peak Accommodations
Mt.Washington’s all season

Accommodation Host. 
Specializing in finding the best 

lodging to suit your needs.

Offering bookings for: 
• Blueberry Hill • The Chalet

• Paradise Ridge • Creekside House 
and private residences on Fosters Place.

Reservations: 1-866-826-PEAK (7325)
email: info@peakaccom.com

Tel: (250) 897-3851 Fax: (250) 897-3951
On-mountain check-in at 1268 Fosters Place

www.peakaccom.com Tel: 1-877-287-9491 or (250) 897-3161
Fax: (250) 287-9493

CALL TOLL-FREE 1•877•287•9491

At Mt.Washington

Visit our website @ www.paradiseridge.bc.ca
email: info@paradiseridge.bc.ca

• Relax in our outdoor heated 
pool, hot tub & sauna

• Underground Parking
• Ski In/Ski Out
• Luxury 2 & 3 bedroom 

condos, hotel style
•  Ski week packages

ACCOMMODATION GUIDE
~Winter 2001/02~

This winter Mt.Washington is hosting special events all winter long; from the romantic to the 
ridiculous, from competitive to just plain fun! Check out the events below and join in the fun!

December
Dec 8 Bijoux du Bayou New Orlean's

style funk, live in the bar!
Dec 11 Merrill Lynch Women's Day 

Escape - Lift, Lesson & Lunch 
Package, from $58

Dec 15 Raven Lodge Grand Opening
Check out the new lodge!

Dec 16 Atlas Snowshoe Romp
Check out snowshoeing

Dec 21 Carolling by Candlelight
Dec 22 Christmas Tree Trimming Party 

Tinsel, garland and more…
Dec 23 Photos with Santa 

What do you want under the tree?
Dec 25 Santa's on the slope
Dec 26 Coca Cola Torchlight Parade 

with Fireworks 
Dec 31 New Years Eve Party 

Get your tickets early!

January
Jan 1-4 Kids Winter Break Camp

For children 7-12
Jan 5 VIAC Youth Race
Jan 6-10 Disabled Society 

Winter Festival 
Jan 6 VIAC - Race #1

Jan 7-12 Cross Country Classic Ski Week 
Jan 12 Strathcona Nordics Classic Race
Jan 12 Helly Hansen Showtime

Challenge Big Air, Big Tricks!
Jan 13 Steve Marshall Ford 4x4 Snow 

Driving Challenge

Jan 14-18 Kokanee Winter Festival
1/2 Price Midweek Tickets

Jan 18-20 Snow Carving Contest
Contest begins Friday

Jan 19-20 K2 Coast Zone National Race
Continued on page 10

Mt.Washington Phone 
Directory (Area Code 250)

Altitude Sport & Gift  . . . . . 334-5721

Central Res. . . . . . . . 1-888-231-1499

Chain Rentals  . . . . . . . . . . 338-5527

Employment . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5759

Fat Teddy’s Bar & Grill . . . . 334-5716

Fireweed’s Restaurant  . . . . 334-5706

O-Zone Tubing Park  . . . . . 334-5708

Real Estate (Rick Gibson)  . . 338-1723

Reception  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-1386

RV Park  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5703

Security (after hours)  . . . . . 897-2205

Ski Patrol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5741

Village Market  . . . . . . . . . . 334-5745
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Continued from page 9

Jan 19 Winter Festival Costume Party 
Jan 21-26 Rossignol National 

Ski/Board Week 
1/2 Price Midweek Rentals

Jan 26 Free Rossignol Alpine 
Race Clinic 

Jan 27 VIAC - Race #2

February
Feb 2 Fat Teddy's Beach Party
Feb 3 Coca-Cola Classic Race

Fundraiser for Disabled Skiing
Feb 9 Slopestyle Competition 

Work your technique!
Feb 14 Sweetheart Dinner

in Fireweed's Restaurant
Feb 14 Valentine's Match n' Win

Feb 16 Wood Cup Race & Banquet 
& Forestry Industry Day

Feb 17 VIAC - Race #3
Feb 23 Powerade Skier Cross

March
Mar 2 Pipers After Dark Invitational &

& Free Concert
Outdoor concert & more!

Mar 2 Sprite Super Cross
Boarders only!

Mar 3 Sprite Super Cross Finals 
Watch the best of the best!

Mar 4-8 Women's Week Girls week out! 

Mar 8 Ladies Only Live Entertainment
Mar 16 Old Dutch Obstacle Race

Family Fun!
Mar 16 Vancouver Island Loppet Race

Skate Ski Racing                         
Mar 17 St. Patrick's Green Zone Poker 

Run Remember to wear green!
Mar 18-22 Kids Spring Break Camps

For children 7-12
Mar 22 Barq's Snowtubing Festival 

Tubular fun!                         
Mar 23 Cross Country Spandex Race

What colour's your spandex?
Mar 23 Big Stupid Big Race

Mountain biking defined!
Mar 23 Halfpipe Competition
Mar 24 VIAC - Race #4 Final race!
Mar 31 Easter Egg Hunt Goodies for 

children of all ages.

April
Apr 6 Overwaitea Dummy Downhill 

Insanity heading downhill!
Apr 7 Barq's Slush Cup

Can you cross the slush pit?
Apr 12 Midweek Season Pass 

Appreciation BBQ
Apr 13 Full Season Pass 

Appreciation BBQ
Apr 14 Cross Country Season Pass 

Appreciation BBQ
Apr 20 Royal LePage

Snow To Surf Race

Bank of Montreal

HELP

PROVIDED 

HERE.

Contact us for all 
your financial needs,
at home or on the
mountain.

585 England Avenue, Courtenay   703-5334

Patti Faulconbridge, Vice President

Tel: (250) 388-4416

Cell: (250) 361-7520               Fax: (250) 388-9926

202-3045 Douglas St.,Victoria, B.C. Canada V8T 4N2

I N S U R A N C E

There is a distinct difference
between “drive-to” accommodation
and the original Alpine Village.  When
you are searching for a tranquil winter
wonderland you will want to explore
this unique blend of old world charm
nestled in a convenient location close
to the slopes. Offering ski-out access,
the residences of the Alpine Village
range from cozy condos to family-
sized chalets at the most affordable
rates on the mountain. 

Parking… If you are staying the in the
Alpine Village parking is provided for
you in clearly designated lots at the top
of Henry Road and across the street
from the General Store off Strathcona

Parkway.  These lots are not for the use
of guests staying in properties designat-
ed “drive-to” where ample parking is
provided for all guests. 

Due to the excessive snowfall Mt
Washington can experience it would
be wise to move your car or dig it out
after a heavy snowfall to ensure it is
not damaged by the snowplow. 

When Hunger Hits Hard… The Alpine
Lodge offers the choice of laid-back
dining at Fireweeds, pub-style fare at
Fat Teddy’s, Chinese take-out or eat-in
at The Mountain Wok and cafeteria
service at The Alpine Café. 

Alternatively, you may want to
check out The Sunset Café located at
the base of the Red Chair or see what
new secrets await you at the new
Raven Lodge. 

Provisions… In case you forgot an
essential item such a toilet paper you
can equip yourself with emergency
supplies from the General Store locat-
ed on Strathcona Parkway directly
below the original Alpine Village.  A
limited selection of videos are avail-
able for rent and it is a BC Licensed
Liquor outlet.          

Mt.Washington’s Alpine Village
A Unique Treat…
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Tel: 250-338-1386
Box 3069, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 5N3

RESERVATIONS
Victoria: 213-3375 • Vancouver: 619-0550

Comox Valley: 338-1386 • Other Areas: 1-888-231-1499
Fax 338-7295

MT.WASHINGTON REAL ESTATE ENQUIRIES

Rick Gibson (250) 334-3124
e-mail: rick@rickgibson.ca  

www.rickgibson.ca  •  www.themarmot.ca

Snow Reports...
Victoria (250) 385-7305 
Comox Valley 338-1515

Campbell River (250) 203-1635
Nanaimo (250) 616-3189 

Port Alberni (250) 720-6505

GAME ROOMS
• Mt.Washington 
• Avalon Cinemas
• Cyber City (Nanaimo)
• Cyber Zone (Victoria)
• PlayZone (Victoria)
and many other locations!

Pool Tables, Foozeball Tables,
Pinballs & Video Games

A&W @ Cyber City
1815 Bowen Rd., Nanaimo, BC  250-755-1828

VENDING MACHINES
Over 100 locations 
from Mt.Washington 
to Victoria
Super Service, Modern Machines,
Snacks, Cold Drinks & Coffee

MOBILE ATTRACTIONS
Paintball, Go-Karts, Laser Tag

LET US COME TO YOU!

Dine with us on your way home!

ALCAN NANCY GREENE 

SKI LEAGUE

Join the Alcan Nancy Greene Ski League and join beginner,
intermediate and expert skiers aged 6-12 in a fun, team-oriented 

program. Enjoy an introduction to skiing and racing in a 1-12 week
session with certified coaches run by the ski club.

For more information contact

TANIS ERICKSON
339-6300 (After 6 pm)

www.mtwashingtonskiclub.com

A • ALPINE LODGE
• Alpine Cafeteria • Fireweed’s Restaurant
• Fat Teddy’s Bar & Grill • The Mountain Wok & Pizza
• Altitude Sports & Gift • Season Pass and Group Sales
• Watch Dog Ski & Board Check

B • BRADLEY CENTRE 
• Express Rentals • Snow School    
• Kids Zone • Licensed Day Care

C • SUNSET CAFE

D • GENERAL STORE 
• Groceries • Liquor  
• Video Rentals 
• Snow Cat Taxi to Village

L • RV Park

ACCOMMODATIONS 
E) Deer Lodge  
F) Creekside House  
G) Parkview Place  
H) The Chalet At Mt.Washington 
I) Blueberry Hill  
J) Paradise Ridge  
K) Ptarmigan Ridge  

M • SNOTEK DEMO CENTRE
• Repairs
• High Performance Rentals & Sales

N • RAVEN LODGE 
• Cross Country Rentals  • Sport Shop
• Deli Restaurant • Snow Shoe Centre
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Okay, so you have everything
ready for your holiday.
You’ve got warm clothing,
the correct equipment
(including that all impor-
tant helmet), food and all
your friends packed into the
car.  You’re ready to zoom
up the mountain for a week-
end of fun and frolic, right?
Maybe not… 

That early December evening in
Courtenay had been unseasonably
warm.  Constant drizzle slapped
against the window as the family made
their way back up the mountain after
enjoying a quick trip to town.  They
were enjoying the journey by singing
along with the Disney CD that was
always handy in the Blazer.  There was
nothing like Jungle Book’s, “The
Elephant March” to entertain the kids. 

Half way to the top the rain changed
into slushy snow and the truck slowed
in cautious response to the slick road
surface. The Elephant March gave way
to silence.  It was important to concen-
trate on the road. 

In another few miles the slush
turned to thick snow that clung to the

wipers and trailed along behind every
swipe.  The glass in front of the driver
was a coagulation of melting snow
framed by a thick, white arch. 

Time to switch to four-wheel-drive. 

At the dip before Ramparts Creek, a
lone vehicle sat nestled in the parallel,
uphill grooves of snow.  The small
pickup’s engine was running and the
headlights were on, but it wasn’t mov-
ing.  Inside, a young woman sat alone,
frustrated and afraid.  Too far from the
mountain village to walk up for help,
too far from town to head down and
unable to turn around in the deep, slip-
pery ruts she couldn’t have telephoned
for help even if she’d had a portable
phone, because cellular coverage at
Ramparts Creek is non-existent. 

“Are you okay?”  The family called
from their Blazer as they pulled up
beside her. 

“Yes!”  Came her clipped, response.
She was frustrated. But something did-
n’t seem right, “Are you sure?” They
persisted. The woman nodded and
then sighed, “No,” her voice was a
plea, “I need help.  I’m stuck.” 

The mother hopped out of the pas-
senger side of the Blazer and into the
driver’s seat of the young woman’s

truck.  With perserverance, skill and an
hour worth of words not worth print-
ing, she managed to maneauver the
truck up the steep hill to the mouth of
the Sunrise Quad parking lot.  There
she parked it safely and left it.  Then
the family transported the young
woman to her destination. 

You might ask what that young
woman was doing on a mountain
road, in the dark of night, in a small
pickup truck with no ballast in the
back and half bald tires?  Well, her
boyfriend had asked her to bring his
truck up the mountain. He was snow-
boarding with his buddies and she
planned to meet him.  If it hadn’t been
for the family that chanced upon her,
she might not have arrived alive at her
destination.

The moral of this story is
that it is wise to check your
vehicle for winter readiness
before you leave home.  Here
are some simple tips that
could make all the difference: 

1) If your car needs a tune-up or will
be due for one soon, get it done now!
The last thing you want to hear is,
Clink, clunk, hisssss as the engine dies

in the middle of a single-lane, moun-
tain road while 47 cars filled with
oversized and overeager snowboarders
are lined up behind you. 

2) Make sure your battery and charg-
ing system are up to snuff. Otherwise
your CD player won’t work if you get
stuck.  Of course, your car might not
start at all after your excellent ski
weekend and you’d be forced to stay
an extra day or two while waiting for
the new battery to be delivered. 

3)  Check your cooling system.  If there
are any leaks, get them fixed now.
That little shot of steam you saw in
town could turn into a dangerous icy,
jousting spike by the time you hit the
snow-zone. Also, the mountain does
not keep spare radiators in stock for
those that split due to lack of proper
coolant. Come to think of it, it could
take a few days for a new one to be
delivered.  A few more gloriously,
sunny, excellent ski days… 

4)  Make sure your windshield wipers
are in good shape. You could always
forgo this one if you don’t mind hang-
ing out the side window in order to see
while you drive. It’s great fun in the
rain! There is nothing so attractive as a
face, pock marked by stinging hail.

5) Keep your gas tank close to full.
Unless you plan to invent a new sport
called “Coasting All The Way Down the
Mountain on Fumes”.       Cont. on page 17

Auto Safety

The Road May Be Paved From Top To Bottom...
But don’t Let A Lack of Road Safety Common Sense Ruin Your Ski Getaway
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Gift Certificate
Coupon

5Save $ OFF
on your next
$50 purchase.

Valid at Comox only
727 Anderton Road
      Comox Not Valid with any other promotion.
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Guthrie Road

Lerwick Road M&M

McDonald’s

Tim Horton’s

727
ANDERTON

ROAD

We're Canada's largest retailer of specialty frozen foods. We offer 
good wholesome food, great selection and super customer service.

M&M Meat Shops  Open 7 Days a Week
727 Anderton Road, Comox  339-1224 Just minutes from Crown Isle

• Lasagnas
• Pastas
• Chinese Foods
• Single Servings
• Assorted Fries

• Desserts
• Seafood 
• Chicken
• Steaks
• Vegetables

• Wings
• Fish 
• Pork
• Turkey
• Sauces

• Apres Ski Food
• Cabbage Rolls
• Jalapeno Peppers
• Chicken Strips
• Fr. Onion Soup

Your Party Food Headquarters!
Top off a great day of skiing with 
convenient heat & serve dinner ideas!

Accommodations 
on Mt.Washington

Alpine Accommodations 
Toll Free 1-888-837-4663 
Comox Valley 250-703-9636 

Deer Lodge at Mt Washington
Toll Free 1-877-845-4499  
Comox Valley 250-338-4383 

Mt Washington Accommodations
Toll Free 1-800-699-6499 
Victoria 250- 370-1642 

Paradise Ridge Accommodations
Toll Free 1-877-287-9491 
Comox Valley 250- 897-3161 

Peak Accommodations 
Toll Free 1-866-826-PEAK (7325) 
Comox Valley 250-897-3851 

Mt Washington Central Reservations
Toll Free 1-888-231-1499 
Comox Valley 250-338-1386 

First trip to 
Mt. Washington?

Here are things you should know. 

Getting There… Mt. Washington is
located on Vancouver Island in British
Columbia, 25 km west of the Comox
Valley (approximately a 25 minute
drive), 100km north of Nanaimo
(approximately a 90 minute drive).

Where to Stay… Mt.Washington offers
a variety of accommodation, from
Guest House to Townhouse, from
Multitudes to Solitudes, whatever your
preference, there’s a place for you!

You can rent anything from a studio
apartment to an entire chalet and
everything in between.  Each of the fol-
lowing Rental Companies offer a wide
selection of choices to suit your needs. 

Auto If you’re travelling by car the
new Inland Island Highway offers the
most direct route.  The Strathcona
Parkway turnoff will guide you straight
to the ski resort. 

BC Ferries If you plan to travel via BC
Ferries, you would be well advised to
make a reservation.  You can sail from
Tsawaassen  to Duke Point or from
Horseshoe Bay to Departure Bay in
Nanaimo.  For information call BC
Ferries schedules at 1-888-223-3779. 

Air Both the Comox Valley (YQQ) and
Campbell River (YBL) Airports are serv-
iced daily by Pacific Coastal Airlines 1-
800-663-2872 and Air Canada 1-800-
663-3721 from Vancouver.  Westjet
flies daily direct from Calgary to
Comox 1-800-538-5696.

Rail E & N Rail runs daily from Victoria
to Courtenay.  1-888-842-7245. 

Bus Service: 
Gray Line 
250-338-5248 or 1-800-318-0818 

Smith Transportation
250-756-2544  or 1-877-756-2544 

Mt Washington Resort Ski Shuttle 
Daily from Courtenay and stops at the
base of the chain-up area.

Vehicle Rentals: 
Budget Car & Truck Rentals
1-888-368-7368

Four lanes of blacktop now lead to Mt.
Washington. The days of the old “goat
trail” that wound its gravelly way,
seemingly around every tree, from the
base of the road 18 kilometres
upwards to the lodge were but a mem-
ory last September, when the last sec-
tion of the Inland Island Highway -
linking the Comox Valley to Campbell
River - officially opened.

The new Inland Island Highway now
rolls four lanes of freeway right to the
base of Mt. Washington. Those arriving
by vehicle from all points of the Island
will find their journey to be not only
quicker but also less of a hassle.

“The day it opened, I was out there
with a stopwatch,” Mt. Washington
general manager Peter Gibson said.
“It’s six minutes from Cumberland to
the bottom of the hill, 16 minutes from 
the bottom of the hill to the Campbell
River Airport. That’s a big, big
improvement.” 

Nanaimo visitors will be on the
slopes in 90 minutes, while
Victoria skiers are only
an hour further down
the highway.

The paving continues all
the way up the mountain
on the Strathcona
Parkway, ending in a
brand new paved
entrance way and revital-
ized parking lot. 

Departure is eased by a new, circular
turnaround in front of the Alpine 
Lodge. Also new this year is Mt.
Washington’s own bus company,
which will be operating a shuttle serv-
ice from downtown Courtenay. 

Blacktop isn’t the only way to get to
Mt. Washington. WestJet Airlines
began service to Comox Municipal
Airport in March 2001 with direct serv-
ice from Comox to Calgary. Now,
Calgarians are just two hours away
from a sea-to-sky, golf-and-ski experi-
ence in the near-tropical climes of the
Comox Valley (well, tropical com-
pared to a typical mid-winter day in
Calgary!).

Mt. Washington offers shuttle serv-
ice from the Comox airport to the ski
hill for WestJet customers.

Check out the flight schedule 
at www.westjet.com, or phone 
toll-free 1-800-538-5696.

Completed Inland Island Highway
shortens trip to Mt.Washington

Scheduled Transportation
to Mt. Washington

Serving Nanaimo, Parksville & Qualicum
For information & reservations phone Rob at

756-2544
Outside of Nanaimo • Toll Free 1-877-756-2544
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BUYING, OR RENOVATING?
✓ Unbiased Opinion

✓ Client Participation Encouraged
✓ Immediate Reports
✓ Home Reference Book
✓ Maintenance & Repair

Recommendations
✓ Prompt Service - Flexible Hours

1-800-667-0150
In the Comox Valley Phone: 339-5399

ibi@island.net

The best selection, 
price and service

on Mt.Washington
Call Toll Free:

1-888-837-4663
In the Comox Valley: 703-9636

email: chalets@island.net

web: www.alpinechalets.com

Guest
Column by
Gina Rozon

The FOR
SALE sign on
my neigh-
bour’s lawn is
incomplete.

Sure, it gives the name of the realtor, as
if just anyone can call her and arrange
to buy the thing.  That sign should say,
“Apply next door.”  

According to the real estate agent,
anybody who can write a big enough
cheque is allowed to buy the house.
She doesn’t understand that there are
certain criteria for moving into that
house.  Prerequisites.  

I grew up in a neighbourhood where
the only people who moved were the
Klemencics.  They moved all the time.
First, they moved all the way from
across the alley to next door.  When
the Klemencic family grew too large
for the house next door, they bought
the house across the street.  Their eld-
est son kept the house they’d just
moved out of.  Oh, and the old man
who lived in the house they bought?
He moved in with his son, Stan.

It was that kind of neighbourhood.
Everybody knew everybody.  Stan and
Bea were the neighbourhood grand-
parents.  They would give me choco-
late and let me play with their dogs.
Occasionally I would even visit Stan’s
dad, the old man who was living in
their basement.  Every kid on the block
knew they could climb the cherry trees
at the Stanley house.  I ran away from
home when I was five years old.  

I went straight across the alley to the
Lee’s house and sat on their back step
until 2 a.m.  Then my bag of food ran
out and Mrs. Lee sent me home.  

When I grew up, I married a man
who moved me all over the country.  I
was never able to really get to know
my neighbours because we moved so
often.

When we came to La Ronge, I decid-
ed it was time to put down roots.  I
wanted my kids to have a taste of what
I had: growing up in one place, grow-
ing up with their friends.  I wanted to
live in that kind of neighbourhood

I was thrilled to discover that the
lady next door was the kind of woman
who builds that kind of neighbour-
hood.  You know the type.  They seem
to know who everyone is?  My neigh-
bour shared the vegetables in her gar-
den when all I grew was weeds.  She
arranged neighbourhood Thanksgiving
dinners.  She’s borrowed eggs, leant
sugar, traded recipes and shared cakes.
She even gave my writing dreams a
boost to new levels.  She introduced
me to the local writing group, and then
to CBC Radio.

We’ve shared.  Laughter. Tears.
Hugs. Our children drift between the
back yards, share books, play games,
and show up as the extra children at
meal times.  They grew memories
alongside us.

My friend and neighbour isn’t like
the Klemencics.  She isn’t moving
across the street.  She’s moving across
the country.  So, you can understand
why I’m a little fussy about who they
sell that house to.  I had the neigh-
bourhood I wanted because of her.
Not just anybody can buy that house.
Apply next door.

With new gear like twin tips,
fat and shaped skis; with
terrain parks and the influ-
ence of snowboarders, young
people are flocking back to
skiing. 

From moguls to big air and tricks in
the halfpipe, free-ride skiers are every-
where. Timed to fit with the 2002
Olympics, the Mt. Washington
Freestyle Club is planning to ride the
wave of excitement over progressive,
freestyle skiing.

“We want to provide an all-round
skiing experience for the skiers,” says
head coach Jon Standing, the Western
Canadian freestyle runner-up in 1994-
95. The program will feature plenty of
exposure to moguls, jumps, halfpipe
and trees.

“We want to provide an all-round
skiing experience for skiers,” says
Standing. “We’ll coach them in bumps
and big air as well as take them to the 
steep and deep where they can build
their confidence and become all-ter-
rain skiers.

“There is more to a mountain than
groomed runs,” he adds. Club techni-
cal director Stan Hanson, a former
Canadian ski team member, plans to
make sure the skiers know the basics of
skiing before they try the latest airtime
ski grab.

“Like they say, anyone can get air-
borne, but it’s the landing that hurts,”

he says. “I want to see our skiers stable
and balanced no matter what the ter-
rain. We teach safety first.”

Club members are from all over the
island. The club is the newest member
of the BC Freestyle Ski Association,
which hosts sanctioned competitions
all over the province. Organizers are
hoping to operate every weekend from
Dec. 22 to April 6, with two-day and
one-day programs.

The Freestyle Club is open to skiers
aged 12 to 18. For more information,
contact Ann at 339-4249, Heather at
(250) 758-3665, Diane at (250) 752-
7419 or John at (250) 727-8164.

A new style of skiing is about 
to hit Mt.Washington...

Freestyle Skiing.

The Townhomes at

The Townhomes at Parkview Place have been care-
fully designed and will be constructed with a com-
mitment to quality by the same developer that built
Creekside House, Parkview Place (Phase 1), and the
new Raven Lodge. Located directly across from the
Green Chair, Parkview Place is truly a Ski-In/Ski-
Out home overlooking Strathcona Provincial Park.

For more information contact:

Rick Gibson
Cell: 250-334-7503  
Office: 250-334-3124 (24 HRS)     This is not an offering for sale.  
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Continued from page 12

Did you know that condensation in
your gas tank, can freeze?  It causes
rust too! 
6) Make sure your windshield wiper
reservoir is full. Snow is not like rain,
it does not act like a car wash.  Muck
from the road collects in snow and can
build up on your windshield like the
Great Wall of China.  Unless you’re
Superman and have X-ray vision,
you’ll have to rely on good old-fash-
ioned window-wash in order to see. 
7) If your vehicle has rear wheel drive,
carry ballast. Sandbags, bricks, logs,
kitty litter, rolled up carpets, mother-in-
law, daughter’s nasty boyfriend,
(they’d have to be inside the rolled up
carpet), anything that adds weight to
your rear end is food, I mean, good. 
8) Make sure your rear window
defroster works. Unless you don’t
care who might be pulling out to pass
you.  If you’re very unlucky, it will be
the snowplow and you’ll be buried
until spring! 
9) Know your car. Not just it’s first
name.  Get to know what sounds right
when it’s working well and what little
noises are new and suspicious.  Like
most women, cars make funny noises
when something is amiss. 
10) Make sure you have basic supplies
in your truck in case you get stuck.
Blankets, candles, crackers, brie, any-
thing that will turn a disaster into a
cozy romantic interlude. 
11) Always carry kitty litter. It acts as

ballast and scattered in front of your
tires, works well for traction.
Obviously I am not referring to the
clumping kind. 
12) Make sure your cellular phone is
fully charged. Your friends in town
might appreciate being apprised of
blizzard conditions so they can post-
pone their departure for a few hours.
Not to mention how happy you will be
to connect with BCAA when you need
a tow out of a snow bank. 
13) Keep chains for your tires in your
trunk. Not whips, chains.  Trust me,
there’s a big difference. 
14) If your car is covered with snow,
clean off the ENTIRE vehicle before
driving. A little peephole in the wind-
shield is not good enough.  Have you
ever driven behind some yahoo who
didn’t clean off his car and been blast-
ed with the mini blizzard that whips off
his roof? That’s an accident waiting for
a place to happen. 
15) If you are going to be parked for a
few days, mark your vehicle with
something tall that you will be able to
locate after an eight-foot dump of
snow. There is nothing quite so heart-
warming as spending three hours dig-
ging out your vehicle only to discover
that you’ve dug out the wrong car! 
16) When driving in the snow, do
everything slowly. That includes
swearing at the guy in front of you who
just might be going slow enough to
save your life. 

has been re-located about a kilometre
further down the road from the previ-
ous range. It is located in a forested
area that affords better security, and it
will allow for trail expansion so com-
petitors will have new one-kilometre,
2.5 km and 5 km loops for races.

Rupertus is ecstatic about the change
- at half the size of an Olympic range,
it’s possible the Nordics will be able to
use the new site to host international
competitors in the near future. Maybe
even in time for pre-Olympic event
training. “It’s meeting the needs of the
club right now. I feel in the next three 
years it will be ready for pre-Olympic
competition and training for other
international teams,” he said.

Aside from physical work on the
range, the Nordics will have to
increase both exposure and funding if
they want to get the biathlon facility up
to international standards. “Our hopes
as a club are to get the range working
at full capacity so we could host
Western Canadian championships or
even national championships. “Once
you can host national championships,
you can pretty much host a World Cup.”

Both the Canadian national and jun-
ior national cross-country ski teams
have already discovered the benefits of
practicing at Mt. Washington. They
first came to the mountain for spring
training in 1998, and returned last May.

Rick Morson, vice-president of mar-
keting for the Strathcona Nordics (and
marketing director for Cross-Country
Canada), says the teams come to Mt.
Washington because of the large snow
pack the alpine resort enjoys in the
spring. “We have really excellent con-
ditions in May. In fact last year Alain
Parent (national junior team coach)
said it was the best skiing he’d had all
winter in terms of conditions,” Morson
said.

The snow is also the same as that
found at Callaghan Valley, where the
Whistler bid committee would like to
establish facilities for cross-country ski-
ing, ski jumping and biathlon facilities,
and a bobsled-luge track. “Until all
teams have access to the site, the
Canadian team won’t have access to
(Callaghan Valley),” Morrison said. “So
other teams may practice here.”

The construction of Raven Lodge
only adds to Mt. Washington’s attrac-
tion, he said. The mountain already
hosted an internationally sanctioned
race here in March 1998 with the
Continental Cup Nor-Am race, which
is one step below a World Cup event.
“We have the ability to hold interna-
tional races here.”

Mt. Washington is banking on that.
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Hosting the 2010 Winter
Olympics in Whistler would
generate $2.8 billion in 
economic activity for B.C.,
according to Premier
Gordon Campbell. And 
Mt. Washington wants a
piece of the action.

“I think there’s some excitement to
generate over this whole Whistler
buzz,” says Mt. Washington General
Manager Peter Gibson. “It’s time for
the rest of the province to figure out
ways to capitalize.”

The province estimates the Games
would generate $700 million in tax
revenues for provincial, federal and
municipal governments, Campbell
said. The Games would potentially
create 67,000 jobs and would generate
billions of dollars in global publicity.
There were 3.7 billion people who
watched the 2000 Summer Games in
Sydney, Australia on television. And
when Calgary hosted the 1988 Winter
Games, organizers discovered 53% of
the spectators were from abroad.

With the opening of the new Raven
Lodge nordic skiing facility in mid-
December, Mt. Washington has gone
world class, Gibson said. He predicted 
the Island mountain would be an ideal
training facility for cross-country ski
and biathlon teams. “The terrain here
is first class,” he said; and what with
recent improvements to the Comox
Municipal Airport, Mt. Washington
would be the closest and most viable
snow venue to the proposed Olympic
facilities.

Mt. Washington’s views are being
heard in some very important places.
Glenn Rupertus of Courtenay is on the
bid committee for the sport of biathlon,
and sits on the Whistler bid’s athlete
advisory board. He is also a coach
with the Strathcona Nordics cross-
country and biathlon programs, which
are run at Mt. Washington. “With their
new facilities, (Mt. Washington) would
most definitely be the premiere nordic
facility in North America, from the
facilities I’ve seen,” Rupertus says.

Rupertus knows what he’s talking
about: “I have three Olympics under
my belt as an athlete (Calgary in ‘88,
Albertville in ‘92 and Lillehammer in
‘94) and I helped coach at a number of
world championships. I spent 17 years
on the national team,” he said.

This summer Rupertus has been busy
overseeing a move for the Mt.
Washington biathlon range, a result of
construction around Raven Lodge’s
new parking lots. The biathlon range

2010 Olympics at Mt.Washington?
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THE MARMOT Premier Business Directory

Alpine Accommodations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-837-4663
Altas Cafe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-9838
Bank of Montreal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-3181
Bickle House B. & B.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 336-8823
Brian McLean Chev Olds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2425
Canadian Tire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-0101
Chalet 9 & 21  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-866-826-7325
Coast Country Properties Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897-1300
Coastline Broadcasting Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-5177
Comox Valley Art Gallery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-6211
C.V. Chamber & Visitor Info.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-357-4471
Courtenay Car Centre Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-4428
Courtenay Shell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-3433
Crown Isle Villas & Golf Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-338-8439
Cyber City Adventures  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 755-1828
Deer Lodge at Mt. Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-845-4499
Destinations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-9823
Downtown Courtenay Business Association  . . . . . . . . . . 890-0519
Fanny Bay Seafood Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 335-0125
Georgia Straight Collison  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-9636  
Gibson Kelly & Ives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2416
Graham’s Jewellers Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-4523
Havers Design Corp.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2844
Island Buiding Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-5399 
Island Publishers Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-2460
Jardine Lloyd Thompson Canada  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 388-4416
Kingfisher Resort & Spa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-663-7929
M & M Meats Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-1224
Marmot Recovery Found.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-4-marmot
Mountain Meadows Sports  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-8999
Mt. Washington Accommodations  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-699-6499
Orbitz Gourmet Pizza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-7970
Paradise Ridge Accommodations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-287-9491
Peak Accommodations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-866-826-7235
Penny Tyme Fashions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2447
Plates Eatery & Catering Co.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-8087
Rick Gibson, Royal LePage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-7503
Saunders Subaru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-898-9911
Scotia Bank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7 03-4800
Ski and Surf Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-8844
Ski Tak Hut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2537
Sky Tel Cellular Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897-4458
Smith Transportation Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-756-2544
Speedway Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-667-3305
Strathcona Nordics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 337-5290
The Old House Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-5406
The Rockfish Sushi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897-0121
The Romance Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-0669
Toscanos Fine Italian Cuisine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 890-7575
Timberwright Contracting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 337-8168
Tita’s Mexican Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-8033
Tourism Comox Valley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-6199
Tulio’s Casita  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-6031
Valhalla Pure Outfitters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-551-1859
Visual Sound Store  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-5177
Yamato Japanese Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2025

Let them know you found them in The Marmot!

Mt.Washington has been
nominated for a Starfish
Award for environmentally
responsible tourism.

The B.C. Council of Tourism sponsors
the award, says Jay Oddleifson, Director of
Finance and Planning for Mt. Washington
Resort. In the past two years the resort has
solidified its commitment to the environ-
ment through careful planning and practice
as well as the education of its staff and vis-
iting public, he says. 

Resort management has committed
$300,000 in the past year to address con-
cerns ranging from recycling depots to
environmentally sensitive landscaping, to
studies on water waste.

In the spring of 2000, Mt. Washington
adopted environmental principles to pro-
vide a framework for sustainable landscape
design. Some of these principles, which
have led to the Starfish Award nomination,
include: understanding the historic and
regional landscape characteristics, respect-
ing the natural landforms, and enhancing
the environment for residents by using
landscaping techniques that require little or
no water.

“Many objectives and policies are aimed
at protecting the physical environment,” he
said. Plans were put into action in the sum-
mer of 2001; for example, a water and trail
feature, which includes catch basins that
better deal with melt off and silt problems,
was created at the Gold Trail (the entrance
to the parking lot).

The key to the environmental principles
was the adoption of the Local Area Plan in
November. This plan calls for stringent
environmental planning and practices for

the future, Oddleifson said - plans like a
buffer between the resort and Strathcona
Provincial Park, policies on ecological
greenways, water management and acid
rock drainage.

Resort management has tried to involve
all its staff members in its environmental
initiatives. Last year a staff committee was
formed to look at ways the resort could
lessen its environmental impact. The com-
mittee has been successful in a number of
projects, including setting up more recy-
cling depots for bottles, plastic and glass,
and implementing a staff coffee card pro-
gram to encourage staff members to use
thermal mugs instead of disposable cups.
That last initiative, says Oddleifson, saw a
reduction of 1,600 paper cups and a sav-
ings of $500 in a one-month trial near the
end of last ski season.

Mt.Washington works
closely with BC Parks,
donating $10,000 annually
for park projects and initia-
tives associated with
Strathcona Park. The resort
also prides itself on being
deeply involved with the
Marmot Recovery
Foundation and has 
donated a section of land,
valued at $250,000, to assist
the foundation in building
the Vancouver Island
Marmot Captive Breeding
Facility. 

The first seven marmots
were moved in for the win-
ter in October, and biolo-
gists are hoping there will be
new pups next year.

Mt. Washington’s com-
mitment to the environment
doesn’t stop there. In the
next year the resort will
explore a number of differ-
ent initiatives in an ongoing
effort to preserve a symbiot-
ic relationship with its natu-
ral surroundings.

Mt.Washington Nominated 
for Environmental Award

I WANT TO BE OF SERVICE!!

#114-750 Comox Road, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 3P6

Coast Country Properties Ltd.
NEW TO MT.WASHINGTON

Steven Royer

• I have been in the property management 
business for 15 years in the Comox Valley.  

• I offer a full range of property management 
to assist you in monthly or seasonal rentals. 

• I specialize in Strata Management.

PLEASE CALL ME  
TO DISCUSS OPTIONS

897-1300
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Pick up some fresh
Fanny Bay Oysters

or other ready 
to enjoy seafood!
• Smoked Salmon Paté •
• Mini Seafood Quiches •

• Indian Candy • Antipasto •
• Home Made Chowders

• Smoked Oyster Paté • Sushi •
• Salmon Rolls • Fresh Crab •

• Party Platters • Live Lobster •

Order Now!
9 am~6 pm daily, 9 am~9pm Friday
 Take Buckley Bay Exit off Hwy. 19 to 
  Petro-Can Denman Ferry Landing

   Phone 250-335-1198
     or Fax 250-335-1211
      info@fannybayoysters.com
      www.fannybayoysters.com

Conveniently located
between Walmart and 
Driftwood Mall off the 
29th Street Connector.
Open 7 am-9 pm, 
7 days a week
334-8087 

Fill up 
before you 
head home!
Plates is a fun,
family oriented 
restaurant, kids
enjoy the play 
area while you 
enjoy your food!

#3 468-29th Street, Courtenay

The Marmot Recovery
Program has taken a major
step forward in saving the
Vancouver Island marmot
from extinction. 

And biologist Andrew Bryant is giv-
ing full credit to the Mt. Washington
Marmot Breeding Centre. In late
October, the recovery program moved
seven male and female marmots into
the newly constructed “halfway
house” located near the Mt.
Washington Alpine resort. 

After a couple of days of checking
out their new digs, the marmots got
down to the business of hibernating.
They will slumber for approximately
210 days - about 80 more days than
their lower elevation counterparts at
breeding centres in the Calgary and
Toronto zoos.

“They’re pretty much down,” said
Dr. Andrew Bryant, the Nanaimo biol-
ogist who heads up the Marmot
Recovery Foundation. “Virtually all the
animals went down within a few short
days ... which was encouraging.”

“In a very real sense, we’ve made the
first steps in bringing this guy back,”
Bryant said.

The Vancouver Island marmot has
been on the endangered species list for 
about a decade. That’s how long
Bryant and the rest of the Marmot
Recovery Foundation team has been
working to bring the species back.
There are only 77 known Vancouver
Island marmots left, 47 of those in cap-
tivity.

The Mt. Washington Breeding
Centre was completed in the summer
of 2001 under a tight deadline: the
recovery program needs more mar-

mots before they can start releasing
them into the wild. The 6,000-square-
foot, $1.2-million facility is designed
to acclimatize captive-bred marmots
before they are released back into the
wild. 

The hope is that the captive-bred
animals will then re-populate existing
marmot colonies, or create their own.
The facility is a cross between a dog
kennel and a state-of-the-art veterinary
clinic. The interior was designed in
wings - the third wing has yet to be
built - that can keep animals separated
in case of disease. 

There’s a quarantine area and a sur-
gery where the marmots are tagged
with radio equipment before being
released into the wild; a feed storage
area; staff area with a kitchen and
hide-a-bed. There are two rooms with 
monitoring equipment and all the pens
are equipped with closed circuit televi-
sion cameras.

The marmots are housed in concrete
and steel mesh pens, eight feet by 10
feet, that run both indoors and out-
doors, with “animal doors” between

the two. The pens are
connected by run-
ways, and by changing
a door here or there,
marmots can be intro-
duced to one another
for breeding purposes.

The whole facility can accommo-
date 80 to 140 marmots, Bryant said.
“The idea is to allow the marmots to
choose their own environment that
makes them the happiest at the time,”
he said. In the spring, field workers
hope 

to convert the outside pens to mimic
the marmots’ natural habitat. Soil will
be brought in so marmots can dig,
rocks will be added for perches, and
lupin will be planted so they can for-
age for their own food (although their
diet is supplemented with dry pellets -
a scientific brand of Purina rodent
chow supplemented with vegetables).

Bryant said the facility is “fabulous.
We built it so it’s hard to be critical of
your own baby, but so far there’s not
been a single glitch ... personally, I’m
delighted.”

The best part of the breeding pro-
gram, he says, is the pups that were
born last year are now ready to breed.
They are also looking at releasing
some of the two-year-olds, because
that’s the age at which they usually
form their own colonies. “We may
even be able to release a couple of ani-

mals in the spring,” he said.
Although the breed-

ing centre is not open to the
public, people will soon be 
getting an intimate glimpse
into the marmots’ lives. In
about three months 
Bryant is hoping to set up a
live television feed from the
centre to an interpretive area
that Mt. Washington has gen-
erously donated in its main
lodge.
The interpretive centre will be
set up, appropriately enough,

in the Marmot Den, on the lower floor
of the alpine lodge. Displays explain-
ing all about marmots, their habitat,
the Mt. Washington Breeding Centre
and the Marmot Recovery Program
will line the walls.

Bryant said he will also assemble
compilation tapes for the public,
because the marmots are most active
in the early morning and late evening.
Mt. Washington general manager Peter
Gibson is excited about the “Marmot
TV” project for a couple of reasons. “I
think next spring is going to be exciting
when the young are born,” he said.

The other benefit to having the tele-
vision feed will be to keep the curious 
away from the breeding centre itself.
“People are going to want to see them, 
but (the centre) will be closed to the
public,” he said.

Marmot Recovery Centre A Success!

HELP SAVE THE VANCOUVER
ISLAND MARMOT!

Here’s my tax creditable gift of:
❑ $25 ❑ $50  ❑ $100  ❑ $500  ❑ $_________ other
(Cheque must be made to the Marmot Recovery Foundation)

OR
Sign me up! I want to join the Adopt-A-Marmot Club

❑ $120 for one year, or
Per month: ❑ $10 ❑ $15  ❑ $20  ❑ $25
I authorize the Marmot Recovery Foundation to deduct the
above amount from my chequing account monthly.

Signature ________________________________________
AND, I’ve enclosed a blank cheque marked VOID for processing purposes.

GUARANTEE: You can cancel your pledge at any time

Please send my income tax receipt and/or adoption materials to
Your Name ________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City ___________ Prov ___________
Zip _____________  Tel _________

Marmot Recovery Foundation
Box 2332, Station A
Nanaimo, B.C., Canada V9R 6X6 Registered Charity #

88998 0629 RR0001



Canada's "Mountain Sports" Specialists!

Great Outdoor Clothing    Made in Canada     
Outstanding selection of Outdoor 
Gear from all the Best Brands!

hiking boots tents
sleeping bags camping supplies
travel gear sport sandals
climbing gear backpacks 
                and more...

www.valhalla-pure.com
615 Broughton Street   360-2181
Downtown Victoria
1-888-551-1859

219-5th Street  334-3963
Downtown Courtenay
1-888-551-1860 

6550 Metral Drive 390-6883
Nanaimo North
1-888-551-1858
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Play Safe
Continued from page 1

Propelled by the urgent need to get
to her daughter, Lesley’s mom skied
frantically and cleared the lip in time
to see the errant snowboarder scram-
ble upright onto his board.  She was
stunned to realize that the miscreant
was not the careless youth she had
expected but was instead, an older
man, with graying hair, clad in a baby
blue, one-piece snowsuit. 

His scathing comments echoed
around the shocked silence of the
small, caring group who had quickly
gathered around the scene. 

“You should keep better control of
you f*****ng kids! What the hell is the
matter with you?  That kid shouldn’t
even be on this slope!”  And with that,
he slithered away without the smallest
gesture of concern for Lesley who still
lay motionless on the snow. 

They never saw the man again.
Thankfully, Lesley survived with noth-
ing more than a gash in the back of her
helmet that was five inches long and
scored right into the thick styrofoam
interior.  If not for the helmet, she
would be dead. She has skied wearing
a helmet ever since. 

Lesley is one of the lucky
ones.  Every year, thousands
of skiers and snowboarders
are injured or killed due to
carelessness, lack of safety
equipment and lack of con-
sideration for others. 

Snowplay is all about Respect.
Respect for yourself, for others and for
the mountain.  Anything less than total
respect is a recipe for disaster. 

Here are some stats on ski and
snowboarding related injuries:

• There are 3 to 4 injuries per 1000 
skiers, reported each skier day 

• Less than 40% of injuries are reported 
• Most injuries are minor 
• Most ski injuries involve the ankle 

and thumb 
• Most snowboarding injuries involve

the wrist 
• Skier hurt more knees, 

Snowboarders hurt more ankles 
• Approximately 10% of all injuries 

involve the head and neck 
• Approximately 40% - 50% of all 

injuries involve a stationary object 
such as a tree or lift tower. 

• Most ski and snowboarding injuries
can be attributed to personal error –
NOT equipment failure 

• Most skiers do not use helmets.  
More snowboarders do. 

• While alcohol does not appear to be
a major factor in ski and snow

boarding injuries I could not find 
any statistics regarding the affect of 
drug use on the frequency or severity
of injuries. 

• Expert skiers and snowboarders 
have just as many injuries as the 
beginners. 

How can these injuries 
be prevented? 

Start by following “The Alpine
Responsibility Code”: 

1) Always stay in control.  You must be
able to stop, or avoid other people or
objects. 

2) People ahead of you have the right
of way.  It is your responsibility to
avoid them. 

3) Do not stop where you obstruct a
trail or are not visible from above. 

4) Before starting downhill or merging
onto a trail, look uphill and yield to
others. 

5) If you are involved in or witness a
collision or accident, you must remain
at the scene and identify yourself to the
Ski Patrol. 

6) Always use proper devices to help
prevent runaway equipment. 

7) Observe and obey all posted signs
and warnings

8) Keep off closed trails and closed
areas 

9) You must not use lifts or terrain if
your ability is impaired through use of
alcohol or drugs. 

10) You must have sufficient physical
dexterity, ability and knowledge to
safely load, ride and unload lifts.  If in
doubt, ask the lift attendant. 

In addition, here are a few more
rules that are also important. 

A) Get in shape early. A pulled groin
muscle is such an inconvenience. 

B) Obtain proper equipment and be
sure to have your ski or snowboard
bindings adjusted properly by some-
one qualified to do the job.  A screw-
driver wielded by Uncle Bob in his
basement workshop might not be your
first choice.  It’s the cobwebs on the
tools that will be your first hint. 

C) Snowplay clothing should be water
and wind resistant. Snap-off pants
have a nasty habit of doing just that
when you are airborne, upside-down
and making the perfect jump in front of
your girlfriend.  And of course, you’re
wearing a helmet, right? 

D) Dress in layers.  You are not Frosty
the Snowman and you’ll be very happy
for the opportunity to remove a few
layers when the sun comes out. 

E) Be prepared for sudden weather
changes. It is not uncommon for a day
of skiing weather to follow this pattern,
Sunny, Foggy, Rainy, Blizzard, Sunny.
When in doubt, bring at least half your
wardrobe from home.  That should just
about cover it. 

F) Warm up before your first run.
I’m referring to stretches, not hot rum. 

G) Take lessons. There is nothing quite
so frightening as losing control, espe-
cially when you don’t know how to
stop.  And if you think it’s scary for
you, try being the guy you sideswiped
and sent head-first into the trees.
Screaming will not part the crowd to
make way for you. 

H) Know the rules about food and
drink. If you want to eat on the chair-
lift please do not throw your wrappers
on the ground.   That’s littering and we
know your mother taught you better
than that. If you must drink, make it
fruit juice or water.  Police ski the
mountain so don’t be stupid enough to
land yourself in jail. That would ruin
your vacation. 

I) Wear sunscreen! Keep in mind that
UV rays are very strong when reflected
off the snow. While spring skiing in a
bikini is a great way to show off your
figure, the resulting Skin Cancer could
kill you. 

J) Always wear eye protection. In
addition to protecting your eyes from
snow-blindness, goggles provide great
protection from small, skewering
branches when you accidentally wind
up in the trees. 

K) Never start with the hardest run
unless you are the coolest guy on the
mountain. Of course nobody stays
cool for long, eventually we all need to
go inside to warm up.  Most of us
choose the lodge, but if you really like
warming up in the ambulance on the
way down the mountain, go for it! 

L) Don’t be afraid to say “no”.  If your

buddies want to be stupid by boarding
down a cliff and you can’t stop them,
you don’t have be a penguin and fol-
low their lead. Everyone knows what
happens to the penguins who blindly
follow their buddies off the ice.  They
wind-up as Walrus dinner. 

M) When you are tired don’t take that
last run of the day. That last leisurely
swoosh down the hill could truly be
your last.  Listen to your body.  It will
speak to you.  When it says, “I’m tired,
let’s go home.” It isn’t kidding. 

N) Do not ski out of bounds unless
you have enough money to pay the
enormous bill you’ll receive from the
rescuers. Additionally, you might
want to make sure you have a GPS
device, enough food to get you
through to spring, tools enough to
build lodgings and an industrial first
aid ticket.  Oh, an avalanche dog
might be good too. 

O) Get familiar with the mountain
before starting out for the day. Unless
of course, you plan to ski all the way
back to Courtenay. Ever had one of
those moments when you get off the
chairlift and are faced with two choic-
es:  take your life in your hands by ski-
ing down the cliff or taking off your
skiis and hiking uphill for the next two
hours in order to find a run you can
actually navigate. 

P) Concentrate on what you are
doing.  Airheads were cute in high
school but they are deadly on the
mountain.  Unless you want to be
crowned Airhead of the Slopes from
your hospital bed we suggest you pay
attention. 

Q) Always wear a helmet but remem-
ber it won’t save you from your own
stupidity. 

As Albert Einstein said:
The difference between Stupidity

and Genius is that Genius 
has it’s limits! 

Air is allowed... but only in designated areas.
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Raven Lodge
Continued from page 1

Downstairs, the rental area features
wheeled racks for ease of use, drying
racks, lockers, bathrooms and shower
stalls, and even a laundry. Gibson felt
it was important to point out the whole
lodge is equipped with a sprinkler sys-
tem, in light of the devastating fire Sun
Peaks Resort suffered when one of its 
hotels went up in flames before con-
struction was completed.

Two parking lots have been cleared
and packed with gravel; the trailhead
into Strathcona Provincial Park will
eventually be moved near Raven
Lodge, although Gibson said an exact
location has yet to be determined. 

The upper parking lot has uprooted
the biathlon range, forcing the
Strathcona Nordics Ski Club to move
its facility a kilometre further along the
road. Mt. Washington cleared a space
for the new range, which is now forest-
ed at one end - for better security.

Biathlon coach Glenn Rupertus is
ecstatic about the move. “It’s in a great 
new location because of the trees,” he
says. The site is less than half the size
of an Olympic range, but there is room
to expand. There are four targets set up
for this winter, but next year that
should increase to eight or 10 targets.
And Rupertus hopes the range will be
improved enough in the  next three
years that the club can host interna-
tional events.

“It’s a work in progress,” he says.
There are approximately 320 members
of the Strathcona Nordics, which  con-
centrates on cross-country and
biathlon skiing training and events. To
a one, they are excited about what
Raven Lodge will mean to their sport.

“I expect to have quite an increase in
biathlon with the new facilities,” he
says.

He grew up in the valley from grades
three to 12 - his parents still live in
Courtenay. “I came back to work at the
Eagle FM 97.3. I was there for a couple
of years,” he said. “I really enjoyed it.”

Hampshire was at Mt. Washington
for opening day in December 1979. “I
use to hitchhike up here in the back of
pick-ups,” he says, when the access
road “was a one-lane goat track. As
14-year-olds we had no problems get-
ting rides. We used to be frozen by the
time we got up here.”

Hampshire left the valley to join the
army for a few years, before getting
into radio broadcasting. He ran the
Eagle’s Snow Team while at the fledg-
ling radio station, and reacquainted
himself with the hill. When he moved
to Q-FM in Victoria last year, he ran
that Snow Team as well. He met
Olivier during a Dummy Downhill and
Slush Cup event weekend.

Hounsell has the deepest ski back-
ground of the trio. He worked at a ski
shop part-time and was a professional
ski patroller at Marble Mountain in
Newfoundland for 10 years. He’s been
skiing since he was four years old. He 
came to the valley originally to visit his
brother in Campbell River.

“I’m still visiting. That was three
years ago,” he says. At Mt.
Washington, he was group co-ordina-
tor for the rental department and was
also a rental technician. The jump to
sales rep was not so crazy for
Hounsell, who has a business diploma
and wanted to use it within the ski
industry. He now takes
care of multiple group
sales and deals with large
and small group num-
bers. “This is my life’s
blood,” he says.

The trio spent
the fall season
“bonding” at ski
shows, preparing
for the busy win-
ter. “We sell fun,”
says Hampshire.
“And adventure,”
Hounsell adds.

Each has his specific
role: Olivier plans, exe-
cutes and wraps up the
special events along with
a special events commit-

tee. Hampshire’s role is to increase the
resort’s exposure while at the same
time deal with corporate sponsors,
handle all media requests and give
Olivier a hand. He is also running the
Snow Host program - managing the
volunteers who greet guests to 
the resort.               
“We all have strengths that comple-
ment each other,” Hampshire said. “It’s
usually okay when Dave has three
cups of coffee before 12 o’clock,”
Olivier quips. “We’re always asking
each other questions,” Hounsell says.

“The three of us are here because we
have a vested interest in the outdoor
life,” Hampshire said. “There’s a strong
passion between the four of us (includ-
ing  Bonell).”

Bonell says she’s happy to have all
three of “her boys” on board. “They
bring excitement and enthusiasm to
the marketing of Mt. Washington.
They each bring unique talents that
complement the rest of the team,” she 
says. “If somebody’s strong in this and
somebody else isn’t, they’re able to
pick it up.”

“We’re pretty lucky guys,”
Hampshire says in all seri-
ousness. “Big time. To have
that support from the rest of
the resort is beyond belief.”

Three Marketeers
Continued from page 6

COASTLINE 
BROADCASTING LTD.
is a locally owned and operated

digital broadcast Cablevision 
system serving Mt.Washington.

2      EPG
3 CBC North
4 Mt.Washington Real Estate
5 ABC KOMO Seattle
6 CBS KIRO Seattle
7 KVOS Bellingham
8 ITV Edmonton
9 NBC
10 Mt.Washington

Community Channel
11 FOX-KCPX Seattle
12 BCTV Vancouver
13 TSN Toronto
14 WTBS Atlanta
15 The Learning Channel
16 YTV Toronto
17 WGN Chicago
18 Knowledge Network
20 Super Channel (Pay TV)
21 Movie Max (Pay TV)
22 Family Channel
23 CHVU
24 CHEK TV
25 Much Music
26 WSBK
27 CBUT
28 CBMT
29 VTV
30 CNN
31 KCTS PBS Seattle
32 CMT
33 CNN Headline News
34 A&E
35 Discovery
36 CBC Newsworld
37 Prime
38 Outdoor Life
39 Sportsnet
40 Extreme Sports
41 Speedvision
42 Space
43 History

✂

Mt.Washington’s impressive new Raven
Lodge is the first step towards opening the
west side of the mountain for expanded
skiing and boarding terrain.

$20 Mountain
Family Portrait
Session!
Capture the beauty of winter
with your family! 
L IMITED T IME OFFER
You must call for your consultation 
appointment by Jan. 5, 2002.

Jerry Van
By Appointment 338-5666
www.vansportraits.com

Jerry Van is recognized as the Comox Valley’s premiere portrait
photographer, with portraits on display around the world. 
Jerry will meet with you before your session to discuss your
ideas and to help you with all the fine points about clothing,
location and the style of portrait you want.
You’ll be prepared for this portrait so you will look your best!
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Herb Bradley Honoured
Continued from page 2

ended with the rest of the pack looking
his way for leadership, even in the ear-
lier days,” George Hobson wrote in
1960. Once out of school Bradley
worked in a sash and door factory as
well as a mill, about 100 miles outside
of Edmonton.

After taking a swimming instructors’
course at the YMCA one year, he
became a lifeguard and, under the
watchful eye of one of Canada’s finest
swimming coaches, he blossomed into
a leading swimmer.

When the war came, Bradley enlist-
ed in the navy, went to Halifax for
basic training and was shipped off to
sea. After switching to physical train-
ing, he met his future wife, Blanche,
who was to play an important - albeit
silent — role in Bradley’s life of volun-
teerism.

When the war ended Bradley started
working for the Edmonton board of
education. He left that job in early
1947 and moved to the Comox Valley
after George Hobson hired him as the
Courtenay Recreational Association’s
first full-time recreational director — a
post he held for 27 years.

“He put emphasis on the individual
achievement and taught (kids) to per-
severe to reach their goal,” said Don
Dunne, president of the Vancouver
Island Skiing for the Disabled Society.
“His broad interest and personal
involvement in sports, such as canoe-
ing, hiking, swimming and gymnastics
were brought to the CRA. He also
brought arts groups and seniors’ groups
into the fold.”

In 1969 Bradley’s titled changed to
Parks and Recreation superintendent.
Later he assumed duties of area man-
ager for the Mt. Becher Ski
Development Society. He was also the
first chairperson for the Comox Valley
Winter Carnival in 1964.

“It’s true Herb has been around for a
long time but, someone once said, ‘the
measure of a life, after all, is not its
duration but its donation.’ Using that
criteria, Herb Bradley is a very big man
indeed,” Dunne said.

“Rumor also has it that Herb was a
fair skier,” he added, to a room full of
laughter. “Because of a large number
of skiers taught by ski clubs and the
Herb Bradley Ski School, Mt.
Washington had a ready clientele
when it opened on Dec. 15, 1979.”

Many staff members from Mt.
Washington were present at Bradley’s
dinner, including general manager
Peter Gibson, who was a member of
the Fanny Dunker Ski Club — which
Bradley led. Gibson hearkened back to
the sounds, smells, tastes and sights of

the mountains when he was skiing
with Bradley, and his memories
brought many laughs to those in the
crowd who remembered things like
the bone shaker (the truck that Bradley
drove, with kids in back, to Forbidden
Plateau for lessons), the Kandahar run,
cooking wet gloves on a wood stove
and more.

The dinner was also to honor
Blanche, who died suddenly on Sept.
29. Blanche Bradley worked with the
Courtenay Recreational Association as
a volunteer for 15 years before taking
on a paid job as secretary for a few
years. She worked alongside Herb at
Forbidden Plateau, running rentals and
selling lift tickets.

“A lot of our members were not
aware of the large amount of work
Blanche did for our society,” Dunne
said. 

“She worked in the background...
she was Herb’s greatest supporter, plus
she kept him on track.” Blanche also
kept meticulous records and main-
tained numerous scrapbooks, some of
which were laid out on tables around
the Filberg Centre for people to
browse. Herb Bradley thanked Dunne
for acknowledging Blanche, who he
says he still misses “dearly, and I think
I will for years to come.

“I’m just really overwhelmed,” he
said of the dinner. “I don’t know any-
thing I can say to thank everybody ...
I’ll remember this for a long, long
time.”

Although Bradley
has retired from skiing
for the VISD — he
cracked a few ribs and
a couple of vertebrae
in an accident three
years ago — he says
he’s looking forward
to coming back in
some capacity next
year.

There’s an awful lot of green
at Mt. Washington these
days - environmentally 
sensitive green, that is.

Visitors to the resort last summer saw
a marked difference in aesthetics
around the main lodge, as flowers
were planted, areas were seeded and
topsoil was cleaned up.

The primary environmental project
was the completion of the Gold Trail,
at the entrance to the main parking lot,
Resort General Manager Peter Gibson
said. A water and trail feature was cre-
ated, and catch basins were built to
change the flow of water and associat-
ed melt off. That in turn reduces the
amount of silt that comes off the park-
ing lot. “That was one of the concerns
that was expressed when we had a big
snowfall three years ago,” he said. 

The entrance to the parking lot was
also reconfigured and an access road
paved to address silting issues. The
back of the main lodge has been ter-
raced, and the lupin gardens have
become an established attraction.
Flower gardens were planted with
hardy, native plants that require little
or no watering, and Gibson is confi-
dent they will provide a pleasing
ground cover once the snow disap-
pears. A gravel trail was built from the

Herb Bradley has made so much differ-
ence in so many lives, in so many ways.

2 for 1�

Hot Waxing�2 for 1�

Hot Waxing�
2 for 1�Mini Tunes

2 for 1�Mini Tunes

Serving the Valley since... you were in pampersyou were in pampers!

Pro Mobile
SKI & SNOWBOARD SERVICES

250-703-5544
• Waxing
• Grinds

• Base Repair
• Binding Mounts

You want the best,
you get the best!"

FULLY INSURED  PICK-UP OR DROP-OFF  24-7

courtyard between the two lodges, too.
The resort did a lot of seeding along

the side of the road, from the Sunrise
Quad chairlift to the main lodge. The
banks at Village Transport were tidied
up and planted with hardy natives, too
- “anything we could do to clean it 
up.” (The resort’s efforts have led to a
nomination for the B.C. Council of
Tourism’s Starfish Award.)

Even the new Raven Lodge nordic
facility has gone green, Gibson said.
The toilets and urinals use recycled
gray water; the rubber flooring in the
basement is made of recycled car tires;
and some of the wood used to finish
the lodge was cleared from the area
and milled on site. There are also
water-conserving plumbing fixtures,
like ultra low flush toilets and low flow
taps.

When constructing the two new
parking areas, topsoil was scraped off
and stored to use in future reclamation
projects. “Everywhere you see dirt,
they’ve tried to clean it up - even at the
sewage treatment plant,” Gibson said.

In the next year the resort will
explore self-composting toilets, reduc-
ing hydro consumption, installation of
drinking fountains and many other
ideas that will continue to support its
environmental initiatives. And the
beautification on the outside will con-
tinue, as well.

The Greening of Mt.Washington

DEER LODGE
Features Include:
• Mt.Washington’s only 

slope side hotel 
• Located in the heart of the 

Village Centre 
• 2 & 3 bedroom fully 

furnished deluxe condos 
• On-site management 

available 
• Ski to and from your door 
• Underground parking

2 Bedroom from $164,900

3 Bedroom from $189,900
(*Conditions may apply)

Ski-Investment 
Opportunity!

Purchase 
now and pay no
Strata Fees for 

3 years!*

FOR ALL YOUR 
FINANCIAL NEEDS
• Courtenay 703-4800
• Comox 890-1100
• Campbell River 286-4350

Mortgage Specialist
• Star Winchester 897-2715
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• Corporate & Commercial Law  

• Civil Litigation • Wills & Estates

• Real Estate & Development

• ICBC Claims

Ph: 334-2416  
Fax: 334-3198
email: gki@gkilaw.com

David L.
Gibson Paul R. 

Ives

505-5th Street, Courtenay Corner of 5th & Fitzgerald

Mark S.
Kelly

Old World Style,
New World Technology!

Also...

Project Management 
and Design

Exterior Additions

Custom Cabinetry

Arts & Crafts Style 
Furniture and Finishings

Call Today!

250-337-8168
Fax: 250-337-8165

www.timberwright.ca www.ecohomes.ca

Cross Country Skiing
Continued from page 4

All of these items are available for rent
at Raven Lodge.  A complete adult
package of Classic Skis, Boots and
Poles rent for only $19.00 per day ver-
sus an adult Alpine package for
$28.00.  Should you be interested in
trying out some of the Nordic Demo
Skis, Boots and Poles your adult rentals
will run you $26.00.  Once again,
comparatively speaking, Cross Country
Skiing comes in on the frugal side of
your mountain experience.

Raven Lodge is the brand new
10,000 square foot post and beam
Nordic lodge.  It can be reached by
turning left off Strathcona Parkway
onto Nordic Road and heading west.
You can’t miss it on your left hand side.
Inside are dining facilities, rental area,
sports shop, waxing area and a locker
room with showers and a sauna.

Dressing for Cross Country skiing
can be a challenge if you are not famil-
iar with the climate and terrain.  Since
Mt Washington can experience a vari-
ety of weather conditions in a single
day it is wise to dress in removable lay-
ers.  Frostbite and hypothermia are
both risk factors that need to be
remembered when dressing for your
day.  Temperatures need not be
extremely low for injuries of this type
to occur.  Factors such as wind-chill,
age, physical problems and the use of
medications also contribute to risk.
Wet clothes are especially dangerous
and are as much as twenty times cold-
er than dry clothing.  Depending on
the length of time you intend to spend
outside, carrying a change of clothes in
your backpack is advisable.  Keep in
mind that children get colder faster

than adults and should be dressed with
this in mind.

Taking a backpack along is a smart
idea.  Since lack of fluids and low
blood sugar are an important cause of
cold related injuries, keeping a drink
and a snack handy is a wise choice.
Other items to keep in your backpack
are: Small first aid kit, Cell phone or
gps device, Walkie Talkies to connect
you with your group or buddy, dry
socks, gloves, underwear and sunglasses.

Skiing alone is just plain foolish.  Not
only does wildlife slink through the
forest throughout all seasons but if for
some strange reason you get lost it’s
much easier for a buddy who is travel-
ling the trails close by to locate you.  A
buddy can also alert you to cold
induced problems that you may not
even be aware of such as excessive
moisture accumulation on your nose,
cheeks and ears that can quickly turn
to frostbite.

Despite the false sense of security
created by the vast expanses of gently
sloping terrain Nordic skiers also hurt
themselves once in a while.  The most
common injuries are sprains/twists
(43%), fractures (25%) and bruises
(18%). These most often occur in the
knees (26%), arms/hands (13%), and
ankles (12%). 

Among recreational skiers the rea-
sons for these injuries include: poor
condition of ski tracks (deep tracks,
ruts, iciness, sharp bends etc), unsuit-
able or inferior equipment (slippery
glass fibre skis, wrong type of wax,
boot not matched to the skiing style,
etc); poor balance and inadequate
mastery of the cross-country skiing
technique.  More experienced skiers
often suffer injuries associated with
overuse.  Skate skiing increases the fre-

quency of overuse injuries.  This
includes problems with the Achilles
tendon and lower back.  Proper train-
ing with stretching and strengthening
exercises will help prevent some
injuries.

Attention to equipment is important
for prevention of traumatic and over-
use injuries. Boots, poles, and skis
should be properly fitted to the skier
and skiing style to help minimize the
potential for falls and overuse injuries.
Properly waxed skis can prevent
repeated backward slipping on icy,
hard tracks, which can overstress mus-
cle-tendon units. 

The best way to avoid injury is to
take lessons.  There are programs
available for everyone from beginners
to more experienced skiers.  You can
choose from Discover Cross Country,
Semi-Private or Private Lessons at costs

that start at $23.00 per hour.
Registration is at Raven Lodge and we
recommend you book your lesson in
advance to ensure availability.

The Strathcona Nordics are the local
cross country club.  A visit to their
excellent web site is well worth the
time.  It is informative and easy to nav-
igate.  Their web address is:
www.strathconanordics.com

Cross Country Skiing is an adventure
for the entire family.  From grandpar-
ents to grandkids, the delights of a
wilderness afternoon await you on Mt
Washington.  Oh, and don’t forget to
bring breadcrumbs.  If you’re lucky
you’ll get a Whiskey Jack to land on
your hand.

For more information on Cross
Country Skiing please visit 
Mt. Washington’s web site at:
www.mtwashington.ca

Building Sites Available NOW!
Choice building sites ranging in size to accommodate from a chalet to an 8plex 
located between Henry Road and the Nordic Road. The sites are perched to view the
mountain and take in the sunsets overlooking Strathcona Park (BC’s oldest Provincial
Park). Architectural guidelines ensure everyone’s investment is safe. 

For more information contact: Rick Gibson Cell: 250-334-7503  Office: 250-334-3124 (24 HRS)

www.rickgibson.ca 

Creekside 
House

Green
Chair

The 
Chalet at 
Mt. Washington

Blueberry
Hill

Paradise 
Ridge

Ptarmigan 
Ridge

HENRY ROAD
2

3
4
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1

5 6 8

FOSTERS PLACE

Mt.Washington's�
Alpine Village

10 12 13 1411

Sold!
MULTIFAMILY

Invites you to join our club. We have 
something for everyone, Rabbits, Junior 
and Midget Racers, Biathlon, Beginner, 
Intermediate & Competitive Masters, 
Back Country Trip, and social events. 

You can check us out at 
www.strathconanordics.com,

meet us downstairs in Raven Lodge, 
or call Len at 337-5290.

Build for
$40,000
$80,000 
per unit!

Buy Today!



T H E  M T . W A S H I N G T O N  M A R M O T  •  W I N T E R  2 0 0 1 / 0 2 Page 25

Close to Green Chair 
Call now for information about
the exciting second phase of
Parkview Place. These townhous-
es are located less than 200 feet
from the loading area of the
Green Chair. Ideally suited for
families wanting to explore all
that Mt.Washington offers in all
four seasons. 

M T . W A S H I N G T O N

Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mt.Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

View Condo on Corner
Two bedroom corner condominium
centrally located just above the
General Store. Priced well below
other comparables, this is the best
deal around. South West facing for
warmth and sunshine. Come enjoy
your own piece of paradise!

$79,900

Features Include:
• Outdoor Swimming Pool, Sauna &
Hot Tub • Elevator Access   • Drive
To Access with Underground Parking
• Propane Fireplaces • Ski Storage
Room off Lobby • Kitchens with 4
Appliances • Full Size Washer &
Dryer in each unit • Convenient
Location to all Amenities • Mountain
& Strathcona Park Views

#304, 2 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Mt.Washington. $159,900

#213, 2 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Strathcona Park. $169,900

#306, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strathcona Park & Mt.Washington. $169,900

#407, 2 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strathcona Park & Mt.Washington. $169,900

#211, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Strathcona Park. $179,900

#212, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Strathcona Park. $179,900

#402, 3 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Mt.Washington. $199,900

#406, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strathcona Park & Mt.Washington. $199,999

#311, Penthouse, 3 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $209,900

Single Family 
Building Site!

Two of the few remaining single
famiy building sites on Mt.Washington.

$107,900 ~ $115,000

Features Include:
• One Bedroom Apartments locat-
e d  o n  p a v e d  H e n r y  R o a d  
•  Apar tment s  a re  Furn i shed  
• Drive To Access  • Propane
Fireplaces • Self-contained
Kitchens • Ski Storage Lockers off
Lobby  • Breathtaking Mountain
Views • Convenient Location to
Ski Lifts and Strathcona Prov. Park.

#212, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Strathcona Park. $89,900

#205, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Mt.Washington. $89,900

#301, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Mt.Washington. $94,500

#206, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Strathcona Park. $99,000

#309, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Mt.Washington. $99,000

#302, 1 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $97,500

#112, 1 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $104,900

#204, 1 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $119,900

Suite Deal Available
in this great building. The apart-
ment is immaculate with great
views and exposure. The suite
offers two bedrooms and west
coast spacious design. Fully fur-
nished and ready to go this home
is awaiting your inspection!

$99,900

Ground Floor Delight
in this great maintained building
in the Mt.Washington Village.
This apartment offers two bed-
rooms, sauna, and a covered
deck. The building  has wide
hallways. lots of storage and has
a live in caretaker.    

$89,900

Close to Lodge
Five minute stroll from the Alpine
Lodge and virtually ski-in and ski-
out! Three bedroom townhome
with western exposure. New roof in
1998 and new carpeting,  some
new flooring. This property offers a
phenomenal location at an unbeat-
able price! $94,900

Sunset & Slope Views
Top floor 2 bedroom corner suite
with sunset views and views of
the slopes! Located in the village
with easy ski-out access and
close to parking. Suite is clean &
tidy and shows well. Building is
well maintained with brand new
siding. Nice open floor plan and
very quiet.                      $109,000

Townhouse 
Style Condo

In Mt.Washington Village.
This popular design offers a
family a lot of space at an
affordable price. Close to the
Alpine Lodge for easy
access. $125,000

OUTDOOR 
SWIMMING

 POOL!

Corner Unit in
Great Location!

Corner unit with loads of natu-
ral light. Features include
Jacuzzi tub plus a woodstove
and ample storage. Watch the
sunsets and enjoy easy access
to the slopes. Enjoy the hot tub
on the outside deck. Great
property at a great price!

$109,900

Close To Day Lodge
Three bedroom townhouse, very
private corner unit with well
thought out plan. Living room,
kitchen, dining on the main floor
with bedrooms up. Two bath-
rooms and a sauna. Furnished,
ready to go. Basement can be
developed.                     $119,900

The Chalet at
Mt.Washington 

A snowballs throw from the
Green Chair! Two bedroom
condos with underground park-
ing. Lock off one of the bed-
rooms to make a separate rental
suite while you stay in the rest.
Common area includes sauna,
hot tub, ski tak room and locked
storage. This is a GREAT price
and not a misprint!

$102,500 - $134,900

MAKE AN

OFFER!!!MAKE AN

OFFER!!!

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!
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Snowbird 
Affordable, spacious, with easy
access to village parking lot,
Sunrise Quad and general store.
Popular townhouse floor plan
with 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
sauna and open kitchen/living/din-
ing area. These units are com-
pletely furnished. Ideal floor plans
for families.   $124,900~ $138,900

Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mt.Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

Overlooking
Strathcona Park 

One bedroom condo with partial
basement! Executive style condo
on Mt.Washington with easy
access to Alpine and Nordic ski-
ing. Loads of windows for natural
light. Large sundrenched deck, 1
bedroom, private entrance and
partial basement (other bed-
rooms?). This is a price opportuni-
ty to not miss!                $134,900

Heart of the Village
This 2nd floor corner suite is
located in the heart of the village.
Easy access in and ski down to
the lifts. Comes furnished with all
necessities. $95,000

DEER LODGE
Features Include:

• Mt.Washington’s only slope
side hotel • Located in the heart
of the Village Centre • 2 & 3 bed-
room fully furnished deluxe condos 
• On-site management available 
• Ski to and from your door 
• Underground parking

2 Bedroom from $164,900

3 Bedroom from $189,900
(*Conditions may apply)

Old Village Charm 
Large semi-detached home cen-
trally located  in the Alpine
Village of Mt.Washington . Ski-in
& out from this super property. Set
up on 3 levels it is ideal for fami-
lies or large groups. Very pristine
private setting gives you the
impression that you’re tucked in a
wooded glen yet located in the
heart of the village with easy
access.     $169,900

Cute & Cozy 
Over 1600 sq. ft. in the Alpine
Village of Mt.Washington. 4 bed-
rooms on 2 levels, this cute and
cozy 4 unit building is located just
above the General Store.
Apartment is equipped with
everything you need and has
views of mountains, glacier and
ocean. Building is very well main-
tained.                           $174,900

Charming A-Frame
Style Chalet

Located near the store and park-
ing for easy access. Well cared for
with recent renovations. Open
concept layout makes for warm
cozy quarters with a woodstove
and covered decks. Smaller
chalets are a rarity on
Mt.Washington so don’t miss out
on this opportunity! $174,900

Alpine Village Serenity
Nestled in the serene Alpine
Village, this beautifully decorat-
ed & spotlessly clean townhome
features a black & brass faced
propane fireplace; bright white
wide open kitchen and a spa-
cious finished attic. Surrounded
by mature trees with a
Wonderful Mountain View, plus

ski in & out access; it is excel-
lent value.                   $189,900

Perched on a Ridge
to view the sunsets, park and the
stars! 4 bedroom chalet in the
Alpine Village. Chalet has been
rarely rented and pride of owner-
ship is evident. Lower floor could
easily be remodelled to accom-
modate an in-law suite. Sit in the
hottub and enjoy the views of the
mountains, glacier and sunsets.

$199,900

SOLD!

O N  M T .  W A S H I N G T O N  

CONDOMINIUMS

BLUEBERRY HILLBLUEBERRY HILL

Features Include:
• Elevator Access • Spectacular
Views of Strathcona Park and the
Ski Runs • Drive To Access with
Above & Underground Parking
• Propane Fireplaces • Convenient
Location to all amenities • Units
are furnished & ready to go • Ski
Storage Room off the Lobby with
separate lockers for renters 

#209, 3 bedroom on the 2nd floor, 
facing Strathcona Park. $174,000

#114, 2 bedroom on the 2nd floor, fully 
furnished, facing Strathcona Park. $182,500 

#213, 2 bedroom on the 2nd floor, 
facing Mt.Washington. $184,900 

#305, 2 bedroom on the top floor, 
facing Strathcona Park. $187,500

#303, 2 bedroom on the top floor,
facing Strathcona Park. $187,500

#211, 3 bedroom on the 2nd floor, 
facing Mt.Washington. $189,900

#309, 3  bedroom on the third floor, 
facing Mt.Washington. $205,000 

#210, 3 bedroom on the 2nd floor, 
facing Strathcona Park. $209,000

#118, 2 bedroom plus spa on the 2nd floor,
views of Strathcona Park and Mt.Washington.

$235,000

Vaulted Ceilings 
Modern townhome with vaulted
ceilings and very spacious floor
plan. 3 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms. Crawl space is large
enough to develop into another
full level. Check out this bright
townhome! You will be glad you
did!                              $169,900

Slope Side Access
Deer Lodge on Mt.Washington
offers the best slope side access
in the area! This penthouse
condo offers 2 bedrooms &
deluxe furnishings! One of the
bedrooms is a lock off so you
can stay in one and rent out the
other. $179,900

Purchase 
now and pay no
Strata Fees for 
3 years!*

Top Floor Penthouse
2 bedroom lock off unit in Deer
Lodge. This top floor penthouse
condo has all you’ve dreamed of.
Overlooking the ski runs, this is a
dream come true. Deer Lodge
offers great rental income, under-
ground parking, hot tub & more.
Ski right into the front door &
drive out the back.        $189,900

Mountain & Park Views!
Well maintained semi-detached
home in the Alpine Village of
Mt.Washington. 4 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms and lots of living  area!
Wonderful mountain and park
views from the living areas and
deck. Extras include a hot tub, 2
decks and newer appliances.  Easy
access to parking and to skiing.

$198,000

Home Away From Home
Luxuriously appointed, large spa-
cious plan awaits you in this ski-
in and out townhome on
Washington Way. Easy access,
just a 5 minute stroll to the Alpine
Lodge. Ideal for families or rental
with ample room. Loads of stor-
age, hot tub, sauna & more!

$219,900

Building Sites Available NOW!  Choice building sites ranging 
in size to accommodate from a chalet to an 8plex located between Henry Road
and the Nordic Road. The sites are perched to view the mountain and take in the
sunsets facing Strathcona (BC’s oldest Provincial Park). Architectural guidelines
ensure everyone’s investment is safe.

Build for $40,000 $80,000 per unit!

Creekside 
House

Green
Chair

The 
Chalet at 
Mt. Washington

Blueberry
Hill

Paradise 
Ridge

Ptarmigan 
Ridge

HENRY ROAD
2

3
4

97

1

5 6 8

FOSTERS PLACE

Mt.Washington's�
Alpine Village

10 12 13 1411

Sold!
MULTIFAMILY

SOLD!
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Recreational Home,
Make An Offer!

on Foster’s Place. Drive in and ski
out from this cozy retreat, with
proven design. Hardwood floors and
many upgrades, insulated floors and
basement finished with an extra
kitchen and bathroom. This home is
owner built with many thoughtful
features. Come and explore this cute
and cozy chalet, you won’t be disap-
pointed.                            $249,900

#7 Fosters Place
Drive In and Ski Out from this 3
year old chalet on Fosters Place.
Designed with 3 levels, the base-
ment is undeveloped, waiting for
your imagination. Open living area
features superb views. $294,900

Spotlessly Clean
Pride of ownership is evident in
this truly ski-in, ski-out chalet
located in the Alpine Village.
Close to everything, yet nestled in
the woods. Separate owner’s suite
down. New hardy plank siding
outside! Bright, spacious floor
plan This is a MUST SEE on your
list! $289,900

This One’s A Keeper!
Located in a very private area of
the Alpine Village with easy
access in and to the slopes in this
3-4 bedroom immaculate chalet.
Extras include a gourmet kitchen,
wood-burning fireplace with
wood, elevator, hot tub, decks,
and a security system. Owner’s
have never rented this property
and pride of ownership is evident.

$259,900

Incredible Views
Designed by Dave MacSween

Design & Construction of Comox
much thought has gone into this 3
bedroom unit. Located on the
edge of Strathcona Provincial
Park with the ski lifts across the
street. $249,900

Overlooking the Ocean
Perched overlooking the ocean
and the mountains, this special
property awaits your inspection.
Lovingly cared for by its original
owners and builders, this one of a
kind property has it all. The home
has two distinct living areas, a self
contained bright 2 bedroom suite
with spacious deck and hot tub on
the lower floor and a 4 bedroom 2
level home above. Common area
includes storage and sauna. Also,
4 bathrooms and loads of storage.
This mountain retreat is ideal for
two families or an incredible
rental property with a solid excel-
lent rental history. $349,900

Over 3000 sq. ft. of luxury
in this 3 level log home located
at the end of the cul-de-sac. The
lifts are approx. 200 feet away
making ski access a breeze!
Dream gourmet kitchen, cathe-
dral ceiling in living, dining area
and on and on. Lower floor
could easily be converted to
additional accommodation and
large outside deck is ideal for the
sunsets. If you have seen the rest,
come and see the best!

$450,000

For up to date Properties
For Sale see Channel 4 

on Mt.Washington.

All the Extras are Here!
From insulated concrete walls to
the superb finishing, you will dis-
cover everything is here for the
discriminating buyer. 2 large
(12x28) decks and a smaller deck
upstairs. Spacious kitchen & living
areas. 5+ bedrooms and 4 bath-
rooms.                           $389,900

Quiet Location
Located a few minutes walk from
parking, this chalet has had many
happy family years of use. Easy
access to the slopes and a quiet
location. Cathedral ceilings and an
open floor plan. Large outside deck
to enjoy the sunsets that the area
offers. Property has been well looked
after and is ready for a new family to
start and enjoy it! $259,900

Immaculate Chalet
4 level immaculate chalet in a
prime location on Mt.Washington.
6 plus bedrooms and many spa-
cious open areas. Hardwood
floors, heat recovery system, great
storage areas, spectacular views,
easy access, hot tub, 3 bath-
rooms, and the list goes on! This
14 year old mountain home is
well loved and was designed and
built for skiers by skiers.

$274,900

SOLD!

Fantastic Foster’s Place
Over 4000 sq. ft. of living space in
this spectacular recreation proper-
ty. Separated into 2 living areas
with the main area having vaulted
ceilings, sweeping views and
down is a bright, open owner’s
suite. Below is a garage and work-
shop. Located on Foster’s Place
with easy drive in access and ski
from your door to the slopes.         

$434,000

Side By Side Duplex
Once in a while a unique proper-
ty comes available. Each side has
2 bedrooms and spacious plans.
There is also a common area
which includes a large family
room, sauna, kitchen, bathroom
& bedroom. Ideal for 2 or more
families, spectacular views.

$299,900 Executive Styled Chalet
Drive in and ski out from this
executive styled chalet on
Fosters Place. This spectacular
chalet is on the high side of the
cul-de-sac with great exposure,
huge vaulted ceilings and sleeps
a bunch. Ski out the door and be
back for lunch.             $399,900

Creekside House!
Located right across from the Green
Chair and adjacent to Strathcona
Park, this 3 bedroom luxury condo
is what you have been waiting for.
Under building parking, ample
storage and well maintained &
managed building.           $224,900

View of the Slopes
Great location in Mt.Washington’s
alpine village. Over 2000 sq. ft. of
space with view of the ski runs.
Easy ski-out access, located close
to parking. Separate owners suite
on the top floor. Main area offers
open floor plan.                  $239,900

Deluxe Log Chalet
This warm and cozy 4 bedroom solid log chalet is the epitome of an
apres ski retreat. Perched on a ridge amid mature evergreens with stun-
ning views of Strathcona Park. Special touches include cathedral ceil-
ings, stained glass, wood burning fireplace, pellet stove and hand
carved mantle. Down is an owners suite with a seperate entry. Loads of
windows for lots of light. $299,900

Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mt.Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

Cablevision on
Mt.Washington!

Access to 35+ channels 
plus movie channels 

(for an additional cost).
Interested in Cable Internet
access on Mt.Washington?

Send us an e-mail at 
coastline@cablerocket.com

Visual Sound Store
Ph (250) 338-5177  
Fax (250) 334 0235
8A 625 Cliffe Avenue, 
Courtenay, B.C.



smile highsmile high
Vancouver Island's

Glorious Winters!
Check out our incredible packages;
2 night (inc. lift passes) and 5 night
(inc. lift passes, lessons and aprés ski,
dinner and snowtubing).
Special Group Rates! 
Special Event Packages!

Experience!

Toll  Free: 1-877-845-4499 or 250-338-4383
Fax: 250-338-4366 • e-mail: dlreservations@mtwashington.ca

www.mtwashington.ca


