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The new high-speed six-pack chairlift 
is open at Mount Washington, making
history. The Hawk is one of Western
Canada's first high-speed, six-seat lifts
and replaces the 22-year-old Red Chair.

The new chairlift snakes its way to the western reaches of
the Resort to off-load its passengers at the bottom of the
West Basin. Six new runs have been added, primarily inter-
mediate in nature, and a long, sweeping Green run - Sunset
- has earned the distinction of being named Mount
Washington's longest run. "The lift - the longest on the
mountain - is fully operational, on schedule and on budg-
et," Dave Hampshire, the Resort's Director of Public
Relations, said the week after testing began.

"We call it the 'flying couch'," he added. The Hawk
moves 2,400 people an hour at a speed of 1,050 people per
minute. That means it takes five minutes, 45 seconds to
reach the summit. Designed by lift manufacturer Garaventa
CTEC of Switzerland, the Hawk is a $5.5 million investment
in the future of skiing, snowboarding and nordic skiing at
Mount Washington, Hampshire said.

"Nordic skiers can access the Upper West Meadows trail
from the Hawk. The Hawk High Speed Six-Pack will load
its riders by way of a gate system," he said. As each gate
opens (one at a time), two riders will load, followed in turn
by the next pair and so on until the chair is fully loaded.
"This way we won't have six riders rushing each chair at the
same time," Hampshire said.

"One of the reasons we went with the six-pack is the
space between the chairs is wider (six and a half seconds),
so it allows for a more comfortable unload time," Resort
General Manager Peter Gibson said. A high-speed quad
would have been able to carry the same number of people
per hour, but wouldn't have offered the same comfort level
at the unloading station, he said. The six-pack will also
increase unloading efficiency in an area that had the worst
bottleneck on the mountain in the past.

"From our perspective, this chairlift has been built for the
novice to intermediate customer. It's a lift replacing a lift
used by intermediate skiers," Gibson said. "The bonus is it
gives more access to black diamond terrain for bad weath-
er days, when people don't want to ski the top of the hill."

Continued on page 2
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is Here!
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Mount Washington Experiences
Huge Summer Growth!

Mount Washington is coming off the best summer
season it's ever enjoyed. And they have more than
20,000 reasons to celebrate.

"We were really encouraged with the number of people this summer,"
Mount Washington Resort General Manager Peter Gibson said. The resort
had 20,000 visitors take a chairlift ride, which is how they officially gauge
summer visits. However, more and more people are coming up the hill
for other reasons - like hiking, walking or mountain biking, Gibson
said.

"The (Paradise Meadows) trailhead was even full of cars from
Monday to Friday," but there's no way of measuring this peripheral
traffic, he said.

Both Gibson and Resort Director of Public Relations Dave
Hampshire attribute the summertime success to the new Inland Island
Highway, which is now complete from Victoria to Campbell River.             

Continued on page 3
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The Hawk Continued from page 1

The 16 lift towers were flown into place
by Vancouver Island Helicopters and over
a dozen resort employees in August. The
Kamov KA 32 helicopter would lift the
tower from the staging area in front of
Raven Lodge, on the other side of a ridge
that runs between the lodge and the new
lift line. The time from lift-off to the last nut
being torqued on each tower was just 15
minutes, Hampshire said.

The technicians who worked on the
Hawk when it first fired up in November
were ecstatic with the new lift, Gibson
said. "The technology has progressed so far
from when we built the Eagle Express (two
years ago) to when we built the Hawk."
The beauty of the Hawk, he says, is it will
continue to run even if the resort suffers a
power outage. Both the Eagle and the
Hawk chairlifts have back-up systems, but
the Eagle's diesel system was designed sim-
ply to get people off the mountain. The
Hawk's back-up is also diesel, but it is
designed to operate fully.

Hold onto your horses, it’s
another booming season 
for real estate on Mount
Washington. But don’t 
let the high number of 

sales fool you.

There is still great value if you are con-
sidering a purchase.  Just ask Rick Gibson,
our resident expert, "While I don’t see
prices heading downward, I also don’t see
them skyrocketing either.  Sellers are smart.
They know that if they raise their prices too
high, they won’t sell."  But he adds with a
certain amount of caution, "However, it’s
only a matter of time before the basic laws
of supply and demand kick in."

Since he has the most properties for sale
on the mountain and is one of the extreme-
ly few who could fully explain how owner-
ship works on Mount Washington (in full
detail), Rick Gibson is naturally the realtor
to provide the most concise information
regarding real estate on the mountain.
"Even the big boys come to me with ques-
tions."  Rick laughs.  "I appear to be the res-
ident expert."

And he’s right.  While Rick also works
extensively in the Comox Valley, it’s the
mountain he comes home to at night.
Although he’s quick to correct that, "No, it’s
Julia I come home to.  She just happens to
be on the mountain too."

The internet has opened up a whole new
world for real estate on the mountain.  "I
get inquiries from all over the world," Rick
explains, "Right now I’m running at well
over 100,000 hits and over 2000 distinct
visits per month on my web site."  He
proudly displays his web stats, which show
inquiries from Great Britain, Germany,
Norway, Poland, Indonesia, Japan, Taiwan,
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Austria, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden,
Singapore, Denmark and even China.  And
this list is not nearly complete. "I’m amazed
at how international our market has
become," says Rick.  "It’s almost as if peo-
ple are looking for an alternative to the
Whistler’s high class resort and finding it in
Mount Washington.  After all, we are
known to be a more family oriented moun-
tain.  It’s like comparing gourmet food to
good old home cooking.  There’s a place
for both in this world.  Not everyone needs
to eat gourmet every night.  Some people
prefer the pleasures of home cooking."

Asked if he’s been to Whistler, Rick
laughs, "Are you kidding?  Of course we
have.  It’s just that we go in the summer
when we can hike.  If we want snow, we
stay home." And having said that, Rick
looks toward the sky.  "And it’s going to
start snowing soon."

When I push him for an exact date, Rick
answers "Monday." As he is with real estate,
Rick was right.  The flakes began falling
Monday night.

The View From Here
Rick Gibson

Mount Washington's
lift tickets have gone

high-tech. 
This year, for the first time,
the tickets will have a bar
code on them, so mountain
staff can scan them. The
resort switched to this new
system mostly for adminis-
tration reasons, according
to Mount Washington 
Director of Public Relations
Dave Hampshire.

"It really helps us keep track of the
inventory levels off-mountain," Hampshire
said. "We can now ship large parcels of lift
tickets to wholesalers, bus companies,
sports shops and the like, and we can acti-
vate those tickets as they are sold."

The new bar codes allow for more retail
promotion, too, such as sport shops selling
a snowboard package or a skate ski pack-
age and the buyer receiving a pair of lift
tickets or trail passes as appropriate, he
said. "We could do that before, but this
new system just allows the process to be
streamlined for the shops and for our
accounting department."

The bar codes also serve another pur-
pose: they will help eliminate ticket fraud,
which has become a real threat at Mount
Washington as the resort has grown. All
passes - season passes and day tickets - will
be scanned as riders use the lifts.

"We won't implement scanning on the
nordic trails this year, but skiers riding the
Hawk to access the Upper West Meadows
Nordic Trail will have their trail pass
scanned at the lift," Hampshire said.

"We saw an increasing number of indi-
viduals attempting to use fraudulent season
passes and the bar coding will virtually
eliminate that."
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Summer Growth Continued from page 1

"This is the first summer that the new high-
way has been open," Hampshire said.

"It's taken us some time," Gibson said.
However, with the new highway, the paved
Strathcona Parkway and good weather, the
combination was ripe for success. "We're
moving towards the four-season business
and this summer was a really significant
stepping stone towards that goal,"
Hampshire said. "We'll really be able to
achieve that when we have a true hotel
available on-mountain, as this is what the
wholesalers need to sell the packages to
travel agents and travel businesses.

"People have significant expectations
when arriving at a resort and a full-service
hotel is a very large factor in meeting those
demands," he said. "Things like room serv-
ice, a gym, business services and an infra-
structure of customer service staff and
'back of house' individuals are part and
parcel."

Hampshire said resort staff anticipate a
major hotel brand to be on-mountain in the
next couple of years. "This would be an
anchor for the new village that will see
cobblestone streets, shopping, dining and a

myriad of other businesses setting up shop
to provide the full alpine village experience
for our guests - both rubber-tire and desti-
nation market."

The key now is to develop more of the
overnight market, Gibson said. "That will
happen as we start to develop more con-
ferences, etc."

With its ability to handle up to 500 con-
ference attendees, the resort is now attract-
ing companies from around the province
that want to expand on the traditional sem-
inar. These companies want to give their
attendees both a taste of adventure and the
satisfaction of learning in a unique envi-
ronment.

Andrew Sheret Ltd. Plumbing Suppliers
chose Mount Washington to celebrate its
110th anniversary conference. President
Brian Finlay leads a progressive team of
executives and was loathe to go with the
obvious, he said.

Last summer 343 Andrew Sheret
employees took over the mountain for a
weekend. "From the arrival of the first bus
on Friday evening to the last departure on
Sunday, we had the full attention of the
Mount Washington staff," Finlay said. "The
Andrew Sheret staff and guests found the

meals, hospitality and services for our
110th anniversary celebrations to be out-
standing."

While the Andrew Sheret group used the
facilities in and around the Alpine Lodge
for their conference, many groups ranging
in size from 30 to 300 have chosen the sub-
lime Raven Lodge Nordic Facility as the
location for their conference and banquet,
Hampshire said.

And despite the fact there is no hotel,
there are 3,500 beds available on the
mountain ranging from single dwellings to
luxury condos - the majority being ski-in,
ski-out in the winter.

In addition to a hotel, the Resort must
also create more activities to draw people.
Gibson said they had an event or festival
happening just about every weekend, and
also had horseback riding, ATVs and fly-
fishing. Mountain biking is the fastest-
growing activity on the mountain, and the
resort responded in the spring by increas-
ing the number of bike trails.

"We still have a ways to go in providing
a solid mix of activities and amenities to
the Resort's guests," Hampshire added.

Raven Lodge has proved to be a great facility for summer visitors and groups of all sizes. Fly Fishing, AVT Tours, Horseback Trail Rides and Mountain Biking are just some of the
activities that had a positive impact on Mount Washington’s summer growth.

"Our next short-term goal is to implement
another summer activity that has a broad-
based appeal to a wide demographic.

"A golf course would be perfect but
that's not within the scope of the Resort to
build and operate," he said. However,
plans for the new village have provisions
for mini-golf and swimming pools. Summer
tubing is a possibility, and the Resort is
building relationships with eco-tourism
operators to provide day trips for resort
guests, Hampshire said.

"I think the big thing about summer on
Mount Washington is that when people
come and visit this region in the summer-
time, we're on the map now," Gibson said.
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Mount Washington has been busy
spending $6.5 million in capital purchases
over the summer.

"The biggest investment (at $5 million),
obviously, is the Hawk Chairlift," says
Director of Business Services Don Sharpe.

The Resort has also leased an entirely
new fleet of Bombardier grooming
machines (five alpine and one nordic). Six
of the new tracked units, known universal-
ly as "sno-cats", with
their hydraulically-
actuated implements,
will handle the mani-
cure needs of Mount
Washington's 1,200
skiable acres. Five of
the machines will be
found working the
slopes with a sixth,
smaller version allo-
cated to Raven Lodge
and its accompany-
ing 55 kilometres of
nordic trails.

One of the new
machines is outfitted with a massive arm
and cable mechanism on its rear deck.
Known within ski industry circles as one of
the most exciting winter vehicle rides
imaginable, the "Winch Cat" allows groom-
ing in hard-to-reach areas by paying out its
firmly tethered cable from behind. It puts a
whole new meaning to the term "steep and
deep" as the sno-cat, weighing several
tonnes, hangs from a wire over areas where
its treads would not have purchase due to
the pitch of the slope. This same cable is
used to winch the vehicle back to the top
of what is normally a Black Diamond run.

Another machine mounts the Resort's
Pipe Dragon, a conveyor belt and scoop
mechanism that is designed to groom the

half pipe in the Terrain Park.
"Grooming is certainly an art and the

new machines give the operators increased
flexibility and reliability as they perform
their nightly ritual of preparing the moun-
tain for another day of skiing and snow-
boarding," said Mike Klein, Director of
Resort Operations.

Parking at Mount Washington has also
increased dramatically, especially at the

expanded parking lot
by The Hawk and at
Raven Lodge. Sharpe
estimates the resort
has added well over
300 sites in anticipa-
tion of the 2002-03
ski season.

T h e  f o r m e r
Red Chair parking lot
(now at the base of
the Hawk) has been
doubled, and parking
at Raven Lodge has
tripled. The Resort
has reduced the num-

ber of recreational vehicle stalls at the old
RV lot to allow day parking, and there is
now a seven-day maximum for RV visits.

"The two biggest issues were parking
and seating inside," Sharpe said. "We've
bought all new tables and chairs in the
main lodge, thereby adding about 200
seats," he said. Gone are the cough drop-
colored plastic chairs; they have been
replaced by classy black chairs with beige
tables.

The Resort also bought new snowmo-
biles, two new trucks, a shuttle van, bobcat
and some ATVs. They also continue to
upgrade their rental equipment, Sharpe
said.

The 6ix-Pak is a brand new form of ticket 
voucher that pays tribute
to Mount Washington's 
new high-speed 6-pack 
chairlift, the Hawk. 
The 6ix-Pak replaces 
the now-defunct High 
Five passes.

"The biggest  change, 
other than quantity, is the 
provision for transferring 
the individual tickets to 
family and friends during 
the season," says Mount 
Washington Director of 
Public Relations, Dave Hampshire.

"You can go skiing six times, take a friend three times or give three to your brother. Mix
and match!" "It's an answer to family discounting, which we haven't been able to offer in the
past," Resort General Manager Peter Gibson said. 6ix-Paks also come with a bonus ticket for night
skiing. The 6ix-Paks are available on-line at www.mountwashington.ca, at participating sports
shops and at all Vancouver Island Save-On-Foods/Overwaitea locations.

Summer 2002 ends with
$6.5 million investment
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Celebrating 16 years
of service excellence

in the Comox Valley!

2145 Cliffe Ave., Courtenay  334-2425

Celebrate the Six-Pack with a 6ix-Pak this winter
Fully-transferable 6IXPAKs replace HighFives.
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"With the expansion of night skiing, we
have really developed a lesson program
around that," he said. The resort offers
Discover Skiing and Snowboarding group
lessons, beginner and private lessons under
the lights at the Green Chair, for discounted
prices.

Snow School Director Mike Manara has
come to Vancouver Island from Marmot
Basin in Jasper, Alta., where he spent
three years as Director of Skier Services.

And he’s wasted no time in putting his stamp on the Mount
Washington Snow School: streamlining programs, adding new
features and emphasizing training amongst the snow school
instructors.

Manara has been skiing since he was five years old, learning
on a 130-foot "bump" in Markham, Ont. and then Quebec. "I
have a passion for it," he says. "I think I was lucky enough to go
to school in Quebec and ski at the same time."

After graduating from Bishops University, east of Montreal
with a double major in business and economics, Manara worked
as the assistant head coach at Jay Peak in Vermont before getting
his break in Jasper. At Marmot Basin, Manara was in charge of
70 pro instructors at the ski and snowboard school, guest serv-
ices, day care, mountain Snow Hosts and the terrain park.
"That’s where I really got my start in the business," he says.

"While in Jasper I worked hard to earn my Canadian Ski
Instructors Alliance Level 3 certification, Level 2 Canadian Ski
Coaches Federation ticket and my Level 1 stamp with the
Canadian Association of Snowboard Instructors. Somehow I
found the time to learn my Level 1 examiners  certification. "It
was a busy, busy time but I learned a lot."

Manara spent his first two months at Mount Washington get-
ting to know his staff and reassessing the snow school programs.
The first change he has made is increasing the availability of les-
sons at the Resort. Private lessons will happen every hour on the
hour (except for the lunch break). Group lessons will run at 9
a.m., 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. and Discover Skiing will run at
10 a.m., 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

One of the newer programs Manara has
instituted is Big Mountain Riders. Following the
latest ski industry trend, Big Mountain Riders is 
aimed at teens who are pretty good riders but who want 
to challenge themselves, go all over the mountain, he said. 

Teen participants will go out with pro riders into some of the more extreme, free riding terrain.
"We re trying to develop programs for teens because it’s a big part of our market," he said.

Other new weekend programs include Ski or Board the Trees & Steeps and Free Heelers
for Telemark skiers.
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A new Look and a New 
Leader for Snow School

Manara has an experienced staff behind
him. He has 80 full-time and part-time pros
teaching myriad skiing and snowboarding
classes to adults. "We have got guys who
have been teaching here since the moun-
tain opened (24 years ago)," he said.
"There‘s been people skiing here over 20
years and others who are brand new."

Three-quarters of the instructors are from
the Comox Valley, which will help in deal-
ing with the 40 per cent of Resort guests
who are from the surrounding area.
Manara brought five instructors with him
from Marmot Basin, and recruited a few
more young instructors. "As well we
snagged an additional Level 4 pro for skiing
and we have three Level 4 senior snow-
board instructors that will focus their skills
on all-mountain riding and technical pro-
gression of our snowboard instructors," he
said.

Manara himself is working on his Level
4, and hopes to spend time on the slopes
honing his own skills this winter. "I’m a
very much on-hill type of person," he said,
smiling.

And while Mount Washington’s instruc-
tors may be masters of the boards, they are
also skilled in their personal lives. "Some of
our instructors are fishing guides in the
summertime. Some of our snowboard guys
are heavy into surfing, so they spend their
days off at the West Coast," Manara said.

There is also a legion of ex-military
members who are now ski instructors.
They have a varied background, from air
crew to maintenance. What all the Mount
Washington instructors have in common,
says Manara, is the enthusiasm to teach
and a love of the outdoors. "A lot of people
are mountain enthusiasts. A lot of them are
coming up to go hiking in Strathcona Park
or coming up the mountain to go mountain
biking in the fall.

"Those are the types of backgrounds and
the types of people we like to see because
they re passionate," he says. And that pas-
sion translates into customers coming back.

Mike Manara has big plans for Mount Washington’s Snow School

COURTENAY For all of your winter needs.

CHAINS

CAR SIZES
30-1219X

from $5999

TRUCK SIZES
30-1209X 

from $7499

AUTO SERVICE CENTRE OPEN 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
Our licensed mechanics are on duty 7

days a week to help you with everything
from brakes to engines and anything 

in between, we do it all!

338-0101  278 North Island highway, Courtenay

Harbour Kitchens
& More Inc. Award-Winning Designs in Kitchens,

Bathrooms, Wallbeds & Home Theatres

#2-241 Puntledge Rd., Courtenay 

897-1124

Inspired
Spaces

If we told you by purchasing a Wallbed it would help
pay for a new kitchen, what would you do? Call Now!

➡Wallbed

CLOSED OPEN

Retail
Repair Shop

Rentals
Demos

333 Fifth Street
DOWNTOWN COURTENAY

338-8844

SKI, CROSS COUNTRY
& SNOWBOARD CLOTHING

& EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS

SKI, CROSS COUNTRY
& SNOWBOARD CLOTHING

& EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

OUTERWEAR FOR SKIING, CROSS COUNTRY & SNOWBOARDING
Fashionable, Technical, Comfortable, Excellent Quality, Value and Prices (Ladies, Men & Junior)

CASUAL WEAR & INSULATION
Fleece jackets, vests, pants, long sleeve T’s and T-necks, wind shells and underwear selections

ALPINE SKIS, CROSS COUNTRY & BOARDING EQUIPMENT
From the top-rated brands at very competitive prices with the best service.

Atomic • Dynastar • K2 • Liquid • 5150 • Oxygen • Heelside and more!
“Professional Service You Can Count On”

Contact us in person, by phone or visit our website

www.skiandsurfshop.com
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Celebrating 16
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Comox Valley stretches from Fanny
Bay to Saratoga Beach and from
Strathcona Park to the Strait of
Georgia, and includes Courtenay,
Comox and Cumberland, as well as
Denman and Hornby Islands.  "Alpine
to Ocean" describes the endless variety
of beaches, mountains, parks, activities
and attractions that can be experi-
enced here.

A GENTLER TIME is a uniquely differ-
ent Antiques and Collectibles shop,
featuring an eclectic assortment of
quality merchandise. The inspiring
atmosphere regularly attracts collec-
tors, interior decorators, other dealers
and return customers!

ATLAS CAFE is a global experience
with a world of choices!  ATLAS serves
fresh and innovative cuisine for break-
fast, lunch and dinner.  Diners will
appreciate the warm and inviting vibe
and we feature fresh desserts, espres-
sos, juices, kids’ menu and nightly spe-
cials. ATLAS CAFE is licensed and non-
smoking.

BRAIDWOOD MASSAGE THERAPY
Registered Massage Therapists are
skilled in manual therapies that are
effective in reducing muscle fatigue
and soreness, as well as, decreasing
recovery time from injury and prevent-
ing injuries that may occur during peri-
ods of increased activity. Conveniently
located, on 5th Street in downtown

Courtenay, we are open 6 days a week
with evening appointments available.
Call for an appointment at 338-8556.

BRIAN McLEAN CHEVROLET-
OLDSMOBILE LTD. is celebrating 16
years of business in the Comox Valley
this year! Management and Staff would
like to thank all the customers for their
support. See us at www.brianmclean.ca.

The COMOX VALLEY ART GALLERY
offers a juried selection of high-quality,
original design works showcasing the
best of local and regional crafts.
Whether for pottery or glassware,
“CVAG” invites you to browse.

CROWN ISLE RESORT & GOLF COM-
MUNITY offers two great dining choic-
es after a day on the slopes! The
Timber Room Pub features a forestry
theme and serves traditional pub fare
including Crown Isles' own 'Crown
Ale'.  A cozy stone fireplace and mas-
sive fir timbers provides a comfortable
and warm environment. Silverado
Steakhouse is an upscale restaurant
overlooking the 18th green where the
specialty is Triple "A" Alberta beef and
fresh local seafood.  To book your tee-
time, accommodation or dining reser-
vation, call today  703-5050!

DESTINATIONS is a job placement
agency sponsored by B.C.’s tourism
industry, provides a service to employ-
ers in the tourism,hospitality and retail

Comox Valley is looking forward to your visit!
Make sure to check out the Comox Valley on your visit to Mount Washington.

You'll find great places to enjoy a meal, find that special gift or to be entertained.

--

- -

Antiques, Etc.
r 334-4676 s

308 Fifth Street
Corner of 5th & Duncan

Wood, glass, silver, 
pottery & more!

G A L L E R Y  S H O P

367 FOURTH STREET
DOWNTOWN COURTENAY

TEL: 250-338-6211

Courtenay, B.C.
1-888-338-8439
www.crownisle.com

GOT A TASTE
FOR APRES SKI?

• A JOB PLACEMENT SERVICE for EMPLOYERS
• We SAVE EMPLOYERS MONEY, TIME & ENERGY
• Sponsored by BC’s Tourism Industry
• CALL US for more information

Ph: 334-9823211-2270 Cliffe Ave., 
Courtenay, BC

fields.  In its 7th year of operation,
DESTINATIONS saves employers time,
energy and money.

DOWNTOWN COURTENAY is an
ideal place to spend a day or evening.
There are incredible shops to visit,
restaurants to experience and things to
do on a beautiful day, all set under the
gaze of the spectacular Comox
Glacier.  Visit the Courtenay Museum,
art galleries or see a movie. With the
new Inland Island Highway it’s a 20
minute trip from Mount Washington
into downtown Courtenay, take Exit
127 (Piercy Road).

K I N G F I S H E R  O C E A N S I D E
RESTAURANT Enjoy gourmet west
coast cuisine in our highly acclaimed
oceanside restaurant or on our ocean-
side patio with a spectacular view of
the Coastal mountains, nearby islands
and marine wildlife. Open for breakfast,
lunch and dinner 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday Brunch 10 a.m. - 2 p.m..  Seafood
Buffet dates Jan. 24, Feb. 28, March 28,
April 25.  Reservations 334-9600

GEORGIA STRAIGHT COLLISION
People will find that Georgia Straight
has all the latest in equipment and
technology. They offer damage-free
towing and lifetime warranty on all
repairs. They also have courtesy cars
when available.

Where else can you
do all of this on the

same weekend?

Own a piece of Paradise!
Call Rick Gibson 250-334-3124
Royal LePage in the Comox Valley
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GRAHAM’S JEWELLERS, a family-
operated business, has been serving
the Comox Valley for 30 years. At
Graham’s they offer a selection of fine
jewellery and gold and giftware such
as Swarovski, Waterford Crystal, etc.
All jewellery repair is done locally by a
quality goldsmith.

Discover the ultimate in relaxed com-
fort at PENNY TYME FASHIONS.  This
outlet of fashion,  features “wash and
wear” suedes, the latest fashions from
Canada and Europe, “Tommy Bahama”
silks and much more.  Make time for
Penny Tyme Fashions - your FIRST stop
for affordable, quality - timeless life-
syle fashions!

Feeling Romantic? Visit the ROMANCE
SHOP on Cliffe Ave., near 5th. This
upscale adult boutique is where lovers
and romantics of all ages  shop. We are
the Romance Experts! Erotic massage
oils, seductive lingerie, plus size spe-
cialists, and Kama sutra products.
Educational books and video’s for cou-
ples. Browse through the amazing and
fun sex toy department. Special cou-
ples corner. BOOK YOUR ROMANCE
PARTY TODAY! 338-0669. 3 Locations
Courtenay, Victoria and Duncan.

DEAN SILVESTER, REGISTERED MAS-
SAGE THERAPIST, has a special inter-
est in sports massage and injury man-
agement.  Call 897-3424 to book an
appointment and get the MOST out of
your favorite winter sports.

TIMBERWRIGHT MANUFACTURING
INC., builds custom cabinetry, furni-
ture and decorative, pre-fab timber
components. Timberwright also offers
custom truss construction, feature
beams and braces, timber stairs and
railings, mantels, furniture and cabi-

netry. We are also a supplier of wood
flooring, moldings and wall and ceil-
ing paneling. All of our pre-fabricated
timber frame and post and beam,
housing components are designed to
meet or exceed building and fire regu-
lations.

TITA’S MEXICAN RESTAURANT A sea-
sonally changing menu of fresh
authentic Mexican cuisine inspired by
the freshest local produce and seafood,
fresh fruit margaritas, great service,
warm and friendly atmosphere, two
cozy fireplaces, Mexican hot choco-
late, Kid's menu.  Take out available.
Open 4:30 p.m. daily.

TOSCANOS serves upscale Italian cui-
sine- Harbourside in Comox. The best
veal and pasta, lovingly prepared and
served by Wendy and Bill. Casual din-
ing for family and friends with weekly
specials.

TULIO’S CASITA offers Fine Dining
with a Mediterranean flavour.  Family
owned and operated, TULIO’S has
been serving the Comox Valley for
over 25 years.  To enjoy their special-
ties of Steak, Schnitzel, Seafood or
Lamb at your favourite table, call your
Host Teresa at 338-6031 for a reserva-
tion. Open  Tuesday to Saturday, 625
Cliffe Avenue - at 6th in beautiful
downtown Courtenay. 

VALHALLA PURE OUTFITTERS are the
Valley's "Mountain Sports" specialists!
They feature ~Valhalla Pure~ outdoor
clothing, made here in B.C. Their
knowledgeable, friendly staff can show
you all your favourite brands in cloth-
ing,  backpacking, climbing and travel
gear and all at unbeatable prices!
Valhalla Pure Outfitters: check us out
before your next adventure!

Collision
• We Use Quality Standox Paint (Lifetime

Guarantee) • BCAA Accredited • Laser
Accurate Unibody Repairs• 20 Years in
Business • Open Saturdays 8am-12pm

338-9636
785-27th Street (Across from ICBC) • Courtenay

• Fine Jewellry • Diamonds 
• Watches • China • Crystal

“The Store with the Clock”
261 5th Street, Courtenay • 334-4523

Fresh & Creative West Coast
Cuisine with a Spectacular View!

Chef Ronald St. Pierre and Staff Invite You to Enjoy our 
Highly Acclaimed Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Menus.

Oceanside Sunday Brunch 10 am - 2pm

Gala Seafood Buffet 
Jan 24, Feb 28, Mar 28, Apr 25
Great Selection! Over 50 Items!

Kingfisher Oceanside Restaurant
Reservations Appreciated 334-9600

with the best
in comfortable, 
quality clothing.

Conveniently located 
in dowtown 
Courtenay.

442-D Duncan Ave., Courtenay   Tel: 250-334-2447

A Unique Boutique... 

❤ Sensuous Massage Oils and Delicious Body Oils�
❤ Kama Sutra Products ❤ Seductive Lingerie S-4XL�
❤ Largest Selection of amazing and Fun Sex Toys �
❤ Belgian Chocolate Body Paint �
❤ Romantic Gifts & Baskets �
❤ Book Your Home Romance Party NOW!

NOW 3 LOCATIONS�
VICTORIA, 2018 Douglas St. 380-0069�

DUNCAN, 80B Trunk St. 715-1269�
COURTENAY, 589 Cliffe Ave. 338-0669 • www.theromanceshop.org

Your Home of Romantic
& Erotic Adventures�

Women Owned & Operated

Dean A. Silvester
REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPIST
Dean A. Silvester
REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPIST

Are you ready to...
Maximize your Athletic Performance

Manage a current injury and return competitive

Start the Valley's winter sports season

Are you ready to...
Maximize your Athletic Performance

Manage a current injury and return competitive

Start the Valley's winter sports season

897-3424
447 11th Street,
Courtenay

❤ Fresh Local 
   Seafood & Produce
❤ Fully Licensed
536 6th Street,
Courtenay   334-8033                                  

Open 7 days
a week 4:30 pm

Short stroll to Comox Marina
Open for Lunch & Dinner

Your hosts: Wendy & Bill Meade
Reservations Recommended (for 6 or more)

Tel: 250-890-7575
140 Port Augusta, Comox

FINE 
ITALIAN
CUISINE

Ltd.

Fine Cuisine
Steaks - Seafood - Schnitzel
Fully Licensed Dining Room

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

PH: 338-6031
8-625 CLIFFE AVENUE

COURTENAY, BC

. . .  for the adventure!

219-5th St.                                                           
Courtenay                                                        www.vpo.ca

The

Made in Canada

334-3963

YAMATO
JAPANESE RESTAURANT

DINE IN • TAKE OUT • SUSHI • HOT & COLD ENTREES 
FULLY LICENSED • LUNCH - WED. THURS. FRI. 

CLOSED SUNDAYS

RESERVATIONS  (250) 334-2025
FAX: (250) 338-4790     597 CLIFFE AVE., COURTENAY, BC

YAMATO is the only place in the Comox
Valley you can enjoy traditional Japanese
food. The fully licensed eatery has wide
menu selection including sushi, teriyaki
and tempura.  Open for lunch Wed. to
Fri., dinner Mon. to Sat. and take-out.
Closed Sunday.

1-888-919-9663
or 250-923-6111
Fax: 250-923-6195

Timber & Log Homes

www.timberwright.ca www.ecohomes.ca

Proud member of the Timberframers’  Guild

Apparently everyone is flying 
WestJet to get to Mount Washington

these days.
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Excitement has been building
all summer at Mount
Washington Alpine Resort,
as construction crews have
been installing the much-
anticipated Hawk six-pack
chairlift. And the proof is
in the ticket sales.

“Nordic (season’s passes) has grown
another 50 per cent over last year and
alpine has grown about 15 per cent in
terms of overall volume,” Marketing
Director Karen Bonell said. “It’s pretty
tremendous growth.

“We budget for an increase. If you get
five per cent, you would be happy. With
15 per cent on alpine, we’re ecstatic.”
Mid-week season’s passes have seen the
most growth on the alpine side, she said.

“We’re looking at 25 per cent there. I
think that shows we’re moving in the
right direction in terms of our planning.”
The Resort gained momentum last year
with the opening of the million-dollar
Raven Lodge Nordic Facility, and hopes
to ride that wave with the opening of the
Hawk. It’s a spate of unparalleled success
for the 23-year-old Alpine Resort.

When the Sunrise Quad chair opened
in the early ‘90s - the first major expan-
sion since the ski hill opened in 1979 -
there wasn’t the instant fascination with
the new lift that the Resort saw two years
ago with the Eagle Express high-speed
quad. Part of the problem in the ‘90s was
that the public had been told for years
that Sunrise was going to open, but the
project was stalled, explained Resort
General Manager Peter Gibson. People
were skeptical; then the first year Sunrise
opened, with then-B.C. Premier Mike

Harcourt riding the first chair up - snow
was scant.

When the Eagle Express opened
December 2000, the parking lot was so full
people were abandoning their cars kilome-
tres down the road to get into the lineup.
The resort eventually fired up the lift early
to accommodate everyone. Mount
Washington never really experienced a let-
up after that, Gibson said.

“Our season’s pass numbers are really
encouraging,” he said. “In four years we’ve
virtually doubled our season’s pass sales.”
And it’s still an affordable day’s entertain-
ment. While a report came out in Ski
Canada magazine in October that Canada
is now one of the world’s most expensive

almost half that price, at $29.
As another example, an adult ski pass

costs $589 (Early Bird) plus applicable
taxes, which means the break-even point -
the point at which someone needs to ski
before they are “skiing for free” - is 14 days. 

While the first official skiers haven’t
even loaded onto the Hawk yet, Gibson
and other resort staff are already thinking of
expansion - albeit cautiously. “We are
looking at expanding into the McKay Lake
side of the mountain, but it’s premature to
speculate how soon that will be.

“Once we get into the new year we’ll
know which season this lift will go in,”
Gibson said.

The resort is already examining run
alignments for McKay Lake, an area they
call “The Outback”. They’re looking at a
fixed-grip triple chair that would run from
Little Washington to the lake. Runs in The

Mount Washington Pre-Season Pass Sales
Increase from 15% ~ 50%

The Hawk High Speed Six Pack is ready to whisk 2400 skiers and boarders  per hour
to the lower West Basin, increasing intermediate terrain dramatically. 

Sn
ow

Sn
ow

Tel: 250-338-1386 • Reservations: 1-888-231-1499 • www.mountwashington.ca

New! Special Sessions Every Saturday & Sunday
(1 pm - 3 pm / 2 or less people / session is 1 hour / register by 12:30 pm)

$24 per session  Package of 4 sessions $85 
Lift tickets not included, taxes extra.

   

Ski the Bumps!
From basic bump Skiing to the most challenging of runs, 
we can help build your confidence, which will allow you to 
safely and comfortably use more of the Mountain.

Big Mountain Riders! (ages 13-17)
Too cool for school but not quite getting it?  Join our top 
all mountain pro‘s for an afternoon of rippin on Mount 
Washington’s coolest terrain.

Free Heelers! (Saturday only)
Let our certified Telemark pros help you get 
the most out of yourself on the groomed runs, 
in the bumps or in the powder.

Mountain Kidz
NEW - Bumps & Jumps  (6-12 years)  
$249 TEN WEEK program for kidz to have fun in the sport of 
alpine Skiing or Snowboarding.  Your child will be assigned to 
a group of similar ability for the entire session (child must be 
able to ride chair on own). 
Lunch is not provided but supervision is included. 
Sundays starting Jan. 5 to March 9, 2003   10 am to 3 pm

Freestyle Boarding 
Let our pros help you learn to drop into the 
pipe, grab some air and stick those landings! 
Explore the Mountain’s terrain parks.

Ski or Board the Trees and Steeps
Our team will show you how to Ski or Ride the 
more “out of the way” parts of the Mountain.  
Let us show you the whole Mountain!

places to ski, that’s not the case with Mount
Washington, Gibson said.

“I think they’re very fair,” he said. “Our
day pass, compared to the Okanagan and
Interior, is very reasonable.” Adult day
passes are $45 plus tax (last year they were
$45 including tax). Night skiing passes are

Outback would be double black diamond
and skiers and riders would access this ter-
rain from off-loading the Eagle Express.

Staff are also busy pricing out a new lift
for the new terrain, Public Relations
Director Dave Hampshire said. Although
the Resort tore down its old Red Chair to

build the new Hawk, they sent the Red to
Mt. Timothy instead of hanging onto it.

“The reason why we didn’t store the old
Red Chair for this area is we need what’s
termed as a top-loader for that terrain, ver-
sus a bottom-loader,” Hampshire said. The
old Red Chair was a bottom-loader, which
meant that the hydro and drive mechanism
is “loaded” at the top of the lift.

“The hydro for the lift would run from
either the top of The Eagle or Hawk to the
summit of Little Washington, where the
drive mechanism for this new chair would
be located,” he said.

The cost of running power all the way
down to McKay Lake at the level required
to operate the new lift would be very cost-
ly due to distance.”

Green Chair to be
Lit Up for Night

Skiing
When Mount Washington Ski

Club coach Andrea Martin was
growing up in Labrador City, in
Newfoundland and Labrador, she
skied at night all the time. "I miss
night skiing," she said.

Well, Martin will not have to wait any
longer: this year there will be night skiing
under the Green Chair at Mount
Washington.
The Resort has invested in and installed
lights under the Green and extended night
skiing from the platter, where it had been
last winter. So night skiing now encom-
passes Green Acres as well as the run to the
side of the Green Chair.

"We're offering lessons at night and
Mountain Tech (formerly Sno Tech) will be
open in the evenings Friday, Saturday and
holidays," said Don Sharpe, Director of
Business Services at Mount Washington.



Accommodation & Events Guide Winter 2002/03

This winter Mount Washington is hosting special events all winter long; from the romantic to the 
ridiculous, from competitive to just plain fun! Check out the events below and join in the fun!

Dec 16 Seniors/ Week  Seniors’ enjoy
to 20 discounted lift tickets all week!

Dec 21 Carols by Candlelight

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service
A multi-denominational service
celebrating Christ’s birthday.

Dec 25 Santa on the Slopes 

Dec 26 Coca Cola Torchlight Parade
and Fireworks Display 

Dec 28 Strathcona Nordic Duathlon

Dec 31 Ozone Snow Tubing Party 

Dec 31 New Years Eve at Fireweed’s
Restaurant Serving a delicious
three course dinner.

Raven Lodge New Years Eve
Family Dinner Buffet & Music 

Fat Teddy’s New Year’s Party
A social bar party with live 
music and a DJ.

Elevate House Beats
Energetic Dance Party in 
Whiskey Jack Room

Jan 4 Burger King Flame Boiled 
Night Show
Entrancing Fire Dancers and 
Hand Drumming

Jan 5-9 Skiing for the Disabled
Winter Festival 

Jan 6-10 Cross Country Ski Week 

Jan 11 Safe Slope Prize Draw

Jan 11 GS Alpine Race - K2

Jan 11 Atlas Snowshoe Romp

Jan 11 Helly Hansen 
Showtime Challenge

Jan 11-12 Free Ride Camp
13 to 19 years, intermediate 
to advanced.

Jan 12 Strathcona Nordic 
Sprint Race #1

continued on page 10

Mount Washington Phone 
Directory (Area Code 250)

Ambulance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Catering  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5757
Central Res. . . . . . . . 1-888-231-1499
Chain Rentals  . . . . . . . . . . 338-5527
Fire - to report a fire  . . . . . 792-1209
Fireweed’s Restaurant  . . . . 334-5706
General Store  . . . . . . . . . . 334-5745
Police EMERGENCY  . . . . . . . . . . 911
Police NON-EMERGENCY 338-1321
Raven Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5764
Real Estate (Rick Gibson)  . .338-1723
Resort Info  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-1386
Security  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5753
Security (after hours)  . . . . . 792-1204
Utility EMERGENCY  . . . . . 792-1209
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Soon to be

www.howardjohnson-courtenay.com
Toll Free: 1-800-663-2146

or 250-334-3121
Fax: 250-334-3183

275 8th Street,
Courtenay, BC

V9N 1N4

Toll Free: 1-877-332-8821
or 250-754-2328 Fax: 250-753-1727
736 Nicol Street (Island Hwy.),
Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 4V1

Ski, Golf & Getaway
Packages

Ski, Golf & Getaway
Packages

Or stay in Nanaimo at the soon to be
TRAVELLER'S INN

www.value-lodge.com

•  Ski week packages
• Relax in our outdoor
   heated pool, hot tub 
   and sauna
• Underground Parking
• Ski In/Ski Out

Tel: 1-877-287-9491
or (250) 897-3161  Fax: (250) 287-9493

www.paradiseridge.bc.ca  email: info@paradiseridge.bc.ca

• Luxury 2 & 3 bedroom condos, hotel style

smile highsmile high
Vancouver Island's

DEER LODGE
Get-Away Packages Nightly Rates from $109 & Taxes

2 Day Weekday or Weekend packages from $155*
(includes two nights accommodation and two lift tickets each)

2 Day Packages from $379*
(Effective Jan. 5, 2003, includes five nights accommodation, 5 day lift ticket, 8 hours of lessons,   
                                             one Snow Tube pass, one dinner and one Apres Ski each)

Experience!

Toll  Free: 1-877-845-4499 or 250-338-4383
Fax: 250-338-4366 • e-mail: dlreservations@mtwashington.ca

www.mountwashington.ca

*Prices are per person, based on 

  four adults in a two bedroom, 

  prices do not include taxes and 

  are subject to availability.

AT  M O U N T  WA S H I N G T O N

For Up-To-Date Information on all of Mount Washington’s
Winter 2002/03 Events go to www.themarmot.ca



Affordable Mount Washington
accommodations with all the

comforts of home. 
Toll Free Reservations:

1-888-837-4663
In the Comox Valley: 703-9636

www.alpinechalets.com
email: chalets@island.net

T H E  M O U N T  W A S H I N G T O N  M A R M O T  •  W I N T E R  2 0 0 2 / 0 3Page 10

“Events” Continued from page 9

Jan 13-17 Kokanee Winter Festival
1/2 Price Midweek &
Full Day Lift Tickets

Jan 17 Snow Carving Contest Begins
Judging on Sunday

Jan 18 Winter Festival Retro
Costume Party

Jan 19 Kokanne Challenge Vancouver
Island Alpine Championships
Race #1 of a 4
Adult recreational race series. 

Jan 20-24 Rossignol National
Ski/Board Week 1/2 Price Full 
Day Rental Equipment 

Jan 25 Free Rossignol
Alpine Race Clinic 

Feb 1 Fat Teddy's Beach Party

Feb 2 Herb Bradley Coca-Cola
Classic 16th Annual
Fundraiser for Disabled Skiing

Feb 8 Strathcona Nordic
Sprint Race #2

Feb 8-9 Freeheeler’s Weekend
19+ years, intermediate to
advanced.

Feb 8 Island Farm's Slopestyle
Competition

Feb 9 Corporate Luge Challenge

Feb 14 Sweethearts’ Dinner in
Fireweeds and Raven Lodge

Feb 15 Mardi Gras
Join us for a mountain 
Mardi Gras in Fat Teddy's!

Feb 15 Wood Cup Race & Banquet

Feb 22 Powerade Skier cross

Mar 1-2 Sprite Super Cross for boarders

Mar 3-7 Women's Week Girls week out!
Special Lift, Lesson & Lunch 
packages with Aprés activities. 

Mar 8 Pipers After Dark Invitational
Spectacular Ski & Snowboard 
Jump Show

Mar 11-13 Season Pass Holders’
Appreciation BBQ’s 
Sponsored by Coca-Cola.

Mar 15 Vancouver Island Loppet Race
Skate Ski Racing                         

Mar 17 Island Farms Poker Run

Mar 17-18 Spring Break Boarder Camp
13 to 19 years of age.

Mar 17-21 Spring SnoJam

Mar 19 Old Dutch Obstacle Race

Mar 21 Ozone Snow Tubing Festival

Mar 22 Viva La Mexico Party

in Fat Teddy’s

Mar 22 Halfpipe Competition

Mar 22-23 Free Ski Camp 19+ years,
intermediate to advanced.

Mar 29 Freestyle Dual
Moguls Challenge

Accommodations 
on Mount Washington

Alpine Accommodations 
Toll Free 1-888-837-4663 
Comox Valley 250-703-9636 

Deer Lodge at Mt Washington
Toll Free 1-877-845-4499  
Comox Valley 250-338-4383 

Paradise Ridge Accommodations
Toll Free 1-877-287-9491 
Comox Valley 250- 897-3161 

Peak Accommodations 
Toll Free 1-866-826-PEAK (7325) 
Comox Valley 250-897-3851 

First trip to 
Mount Washington?

Here are things you should know. 

Getting There… Mount Washington is
located on Vancouver Island in British
Columbia, 25 km west of the Comox
Valley (approximately a 25 minute
drive), 100km north of Nanaimo
(approximately a 90 minute drive).

Auto If you’re travelling by car the
new Inland Island Highway offers the
most direct route.  The Strathcona
Parkway turnoff will guide you straight
to the Alpine Resort. 

BC Ferries If you plan to travel via BC
Ferries, you would be well advised to
make a reservation.  You can sail from
Tsawaassen  to Duke Point or from
Horseshoe Bay to Departure Bay in
Nanaimo.  For information call BC
Ferries schedules at 1-888-223-3779. 

Air Both the Comox Valley (YQQ) 
and Campbell River (YBL) Airports are
serviced daily by Pacific Coastal
Airlines 1-800-663-2872 from
Vancouver.  Westjet flies daily direct
from Calgary to Comox 1-800-538-
5696.

Rail E & N Rail runs daily from Victoria
to Courtenay.  1-888-842-7245. 
Bus Service: 

Smith Transportation
250-756-2544  or 1-877-756-2544 

Mt Washington Resort Ski Shuttle 
Daily from Courtenay and stops at the
base of the chain-up area.

Mar 29-30 Big Stupid Big Race
Ruts, guts, gates & glory.

Mar 30 Cross Country Spandex Day

April
Apr 5 Overwaitea/Save-on-Foods 

Dummy Downhill 

Insanity heading downhill!

Apr 6 Barq's Slush Cup

Can you cross the slush pit?

Apr 20 Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt 

Apr 27 Royal LePage Snow To Surf
Adventure Relay Race
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Canada's "MOUNTAIN SPORTS" Specialists!

Great Outdoor Clothing! Outstanding selection of Outdoor 
Gear from all the Best Brands!

hiking boots tents
sleeping bags camping supplies
travel gear sport sandals
climbing gear backpacks 

                                                                  and more...
www.vpo.ca

Gear You Love!    
Your Favourite Brands!

Unbeatable Prices!
Knowledgeable Staff!
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Made in Canada

Vancouver
222 West Broadway 
604-872-8872

Downtown Victoria
615 Broughton Street         
1-888-551-1859

Downtown Courtenay
219-5th Street               
1-888-551-1860 

Nanaimo North
6550 Metral Drive       
1-888-551-1858

  

360-2181 390-6883 334-3963

A • ALPINE LODGE
• Alpine Cafeteria • Fireweed’s Restaurant
• Fat Teddy’s Bar & Grill • The Mountain Wok & Pizza
• Altitude Sport & Gift • Season Pass and Group Sales
• Watch Dog Ski & Board Check

B • BRADLEY CENTRE 
• Express Rentals • Snow School    
• Mountain Kidz • Licensed Child Care

C • SUNSET CAFE
PASTA BAR

D • GENERAL STORE 
• Groceries • Liquor  
• Video Rentals 
• Snow Cat Taxi to Village

L • RV Park

ACCOMMODATIONS 
E) Deer Lodge  
F) Creekside House  
G) Parkview Place  
H) Mountainside Lodge 
I) Blueberry Hill  
J) Paradise Ridge  
K) Ptarmigan Ridge  

M • MtnTek DEMO CENTRE
• Repairs
• High Performance Rentals & Sales

N • RAVEN LODGE 
• Cross Country Rentals  • Sport Shop
• Deli Restaurant • Snow Shoe Centre

W
esterly

Mount Washington 2003 Alpine Trail Map
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Casual Lunch Menu 
with daily specials and
homemade soups.

Dinner menu specializing
in steak, seafood, Greek
food, pasta, barbecue
dishes, chicken and a
large selection of senior’s
and children’s dishes.

Fully licensed and
air-conditioned.

Lunch (Mon. - Fri.)
11:30 am-4:00 pm
Dinner
(Sun.-Thurs. & holidays)
4:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Friday & Saturday
4:00 pm - 11:00 pm

Join us for lunch or dinner 
at our beautiful setting

on the river!

Reservations accepted

(250) 338-1468
975 Comox Road, Courtenay BC

Limousine Service available

Pick up some fresh
Fanny Bay Oysters

or other ready 
to enjoy seafood!
• Smoked Salmon Paté •
• Mini Seafood Quiches •

• Indian Candy • Antipasto •
• Home Made Chowders

• Smoked Oyster Paté • Sushi •
• Salmon Rolls • Fresh Crab •

• Party Platters • Live Lobster •

Order Now!
9 am~6 pm daily, 9 am~9pm Friday
 Take Buckley Bay Exit off Hwy. 19 to 
  Petro-Can Denman Ferry Landing

   Phone 250-335-1198
      info@fannybayoysters.com
      www.fannybayoysters.com

10 Mt. is so small it gets lost on the 
Comox Valley map.

9 M. T. Washington sounded too 
much like a rap deejay.

8 "Mt." Washington is a national park in
New Hampshire; "Mount" Washington
is one of the best ski resorts in British 
Columbia. 

The Top 10 reasons that Mount Washington switched 
from "Mt." to "Mount" when it created a new corporate logo:

7 Since "Mount" is spelled like "about", 
Americans have an easier time 
identifying the resort as Canadian.

6 If Everest can be a Mount, 
why can't Washington?

5 Since the Resort is "mounting" a growth
plan it seemed only fitting.

4 Mount comes first alphabetically.

3 The longer name confounds the 
headline writers.

2 The guy who created the Resort's 
new logo got paid by the letter.

And the number one reason the Resort
changed from "Mt." to "Mount"...

1 After more than 20 years in operation, 
and a growing North American reputa-
tion, it was time the "Mount" grew up.

Reservations: 1-800-795-9486

*Per person, plus taxes. Based on double occupancy.

Includes...

• Full Day Adult
Lift Passes

• Accommodations
• Free Deluxe

Continentasl Breakfast
• Free In Room Coffee

• Free Local Calls

• Free Parking

• Sauna

2605 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, BC,V9N 2L8 
travelodgecourtenay.com  travelodge_courtenay@telus.net

Ski Packages

from $6995*

C O U R T E N A Y

Mount Washington 2003 Nordic Trail Map
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The Mount Washington Ski Patrol
gained a new member last year. He's a
four-year-old German Shepherd Malamute
cross named Yuki and belongs to ski patrol
director Brad Frechette.

Yuki is a certified avalanche rescue dog,
trained to detect human scent under the
snow in event of an avalanche.

Frechette began training Yuki for ava-
lanche searches when the dog was eight
weeks old. " I wanted to train up an ava-
lanche rescue dog," he said. "I researched
suitable breeds and decided to go with a
cross-breed."

Frechette and Yuki received their full
validation from CARDA last year. It was the
final step in a long process, Frechette
explains. "You do all the training yourself,
and then you go away to a course" with
members of the RCMP dog service as well
as people from CARDA. After going
through the course, a dog team gets in-

training certification. Then after more
home training they go back for the full val-
idation.

Yuki is unique in that validated dogs are
usually purebred German Shepherds. He is
the first malamute cross to be validated,
Frechette said.

"Malamutes, Huskies, any dog like that
that people would think make a good ava-
lanche dog, don't," he said. "They just like
to play in the snow."

Yuki is trained to detect human scent
cones in the snow. "It's called air-scenting,
as opposed to tracking," Frechette
explained. "All of us, whether we want to
admit it or not, we're all kind of like (the
Peanuts character) Pigpen. Basically there's
a cloud of millions of dead skin cells and
everything around us."
When someone is wiped down a slope in
an avalanche they give off a "scent cone"
that is conical, or triangular in shape. 

Continued on page 18

Avalanche Dog to the Rescue!

Fill up before you go home!
Plates is a fun, family-oriented
restaurant. Kids enjoy the play
area while you enjoy the food!

Conveniently located between
Walmart and Driftwood Mall
off the 29th Street connector

Open 7 days a week (7 am - 9 pm)
Tel. 250-334-8087 #3 468-29th St., Courtenay

Comox Harbour

Island Highway 19 A

Courtenay Connector to  
Island Highway 19

Kilpatrick Ave.

Driftwood
MallFuture

Shop

Walmart

To Mount WashingtonTo Nanaimo & Victoria

There is a distinct difference
between “drive-to” accommodation
and the original Alpine Village.  When
you are searching for a tranquil winter
wonderland you will want to explore
this unique blend of old world charm
nestled in a convenient location close
to the slopes. Offering ski-out access,
the residences of the Alpine Village
range from cozy condos to family-
sized chalets at the most affordable
rates on the mountain. 

Parking… If you are staying the in the
Alpine Village parking is provided for
you in clearly designated lots at the top
of Henry Road and across the street
from the General Store off Strathcona
Parkway.  These lots are not for the use
of guests staying in properties designat-
ed “drive-to” where ample parking is
provided for all guests. 

Due to the excessive snowfall
Mount Washington can experience it
would be wise to move your car or dig
it out after a heavy snowfall to ensure
it is not damaged by the snowplow. 

When Hunger Hits Hard… The Alpine
Lodge offers the choice of laid-back

dining at Fireweeds, pub-style fare at
Fat Teddy’s, Chinese take-out or eat-in
at The Mountain Wok, Pie in the Sky
Pizza and cafeteria service at The
Alpine Café. 

Alternatively, you may want to
check out The Sunset Pasta Bar located
at the base of the Red Chair or see
what new secrets await you at the new
Raven Lodge. 

Provisions… In case you forgot an
essential item such a toilet paper you
can equip yourself with emergency
supplies from the General Store locat-
ed on Strathcona Parkway directly
below the original Alpine Village. A
limited selection of videos are avail-
able for rent and it is a BC Licensed
Liquor outlet.          

Mount Washington’s Alpine Village
A Unique Treat…
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HELP SAVE THE VANCOUVER ISLAND MARMOT!
Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________ Prov _________________________________________

Country _______________________________________  Postal Code ___________________________________

I’d like to help our Marmots with a tax-creditable donation. Please accept my gift of:

❑ $25 ❑ $50  ❑ $100  ❑ other
Sign me up! I want to join the Adoption Club: ❑ $120 for one year, OR Per month: ❑ $10 ❑ $15  ❑ $20  ❑ $25
I authorize the Marmot Recovery Foundation to deduct the above amount from my chequing account monthly.

(I have enclosed a blank cheque marked VOID for processing purposes.)

Signature ________________________________________
YOUR GUARANTEE: You can change or cancel your pledge at any time.

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

❑ Cheque payable to: Marmot Recovery Foundation

❑ Visa  ❑ Mastercard

Card # ______________________ Expiry Date __________

Signature ____________________________________________

Marmot Recovery Foundation  Box 2332, Station A, Nanaimo, B.C., Canada V9R 6X6  Fax: 250-753-8070 Registered Charity #
88998 0629 RR0001

For the first time in over a
decade the Vancouver Island
marmot population is on the
rise. 

Struggling on the brink of extinction
since 1994, Canada’s most endangered
animal made a gain of almost twenty mar-
mots in 2002 from a population of less than
70 animals to almost 90. 

"Last years sad news, two of our breed-
ing adults were killed on Mount
Washington by wolves, was softened by
news of two successful litters there, plus
three additional litters on "P", Heather and
Green mountains all located just east of
Nanaimo. Our captive population was
busy too. We had 5 litters in captivity at our

partner facilities, the
Calgary and Toronto
zoos and Mountain
View Farms in Langley,
totaling 13 pups", said
Viki Wilson, Executive
Director of the Marmot
Recovery Foundation. 

Now begins an even harder task for the
Foundation - reintroduction - or rebuilding
the wild population by introducing captive
bred marmots into the wild colonies.   

"We’ve finally succeeded in increasing
the total number of animals but there are
still enormous challenges ahead of us.
Introduction of captive bred marmots to
wild habitat has not yet been tested
although we’ve had success with two
translocations. Four isolated wild marmots
were "paired up" by moving one male and
one female and both pairs produced off
spring this year. That’s a pretty good indi-
cator that it should work
and a huge win for the
wild population," Viki
went on to say.

Mount Washington
continues to act as the
hub for VIM research and
recovery efforts as well as
supporting the largest sin-
gle natural colony of wild
Vancouver Island mar-
mots on the island - half
of the total wild popula-
tion. The dedicated mar-
mot recovery center
completed in 2001 on
Mount Washington
serves as a "half way
house" for marmots bred
off island, quarantining
and acclimatizing them

before they are released into the wild
colonies, as well as acting as a breeding
and research center. 

Called the "Tony Barrett Mount
Washington Marmot Recovery Center", it
sits on land donated to the project by the
Mount Washington Alpine Resort who also
hosts a public marmot interpretive center

to teach the public about
the plight of the
Vancouver Island mar-
mot and the recovery
efforts to save it.
Unfortunately, the
Recovery Center itself
remains off-limits to the
public to prevent habitu-
ation of the animals to
humans and to avoid risk
of disease. 
"When you’re down to
less than twenty breed-
ing females every animal
is precious - you can’t be
too cautious. I’m just
grateful for the help we
receive from so many
sources. It restores your

faith to know that Canadians are serious
enough about their natural legacy to pre-
vent the extinction of this amazing animal.
After all, they’re not found anywhere else
in the world. If we don’t succeed in rescu-
ing them, that’s it".  

Photos: Andrew Bryant Services

For more information about the
rare Vancouver Island marmot visit
their website at marmots.org

Terrifying decline and frustrating 
standstill finally at an end!

“Opportunity Knox” can look
forward to a rosy future on

Mount Washington

Field work on Mount Washington is aimed
at protecting and increasing the wild

Marmot population.

“The Marmot’s” own cover girl...
“Mom #2”

“Oprah” keeps a watchful eye on a young
Marmot.

“Redsonia & Spargirl” enjoy an 
afternoon in the sun.

featuring…
ROSSIGNOL • BURTON
SALOMON • RIDE

ELAN • OPTION
… and a 
• High Performance
Demo Centre

• Nordic Centre
• Rentals & Repairs

334-2537
267 Sixth Street, 

Courtenay
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Don't be surprised if you see more 
uniformed RCMP members at 
Mount Washington this winter. 

After meeting with three strata councils
and Resort staff in the past couple of
months, the RCMP have agreed to enhance
patrols for better police presence once the
winter season opens in December.

"We're also going to be having members
stationed up on the hill on a full-time rotat-
ing basis," Mount Washington liaison offi-
cer Constable Dean Maxwell said.

While uniformed officers won't neces-
sarily be on the hill every day, they will be
there for peak event times and during
heavy traffic times, Maxwell said. "We
have an excellent working relationship
with the stratas up there," he said. The
RCMP is interested in homeowners' con-
cerns and how they can be solved.

"We're hoping to go with a team concept

by identifying problems and
coming up with mutual
solutions," he said. The
RCMP will target any prob-
lems the residents see is
most prevalent.
For example, right now
youth drinking is a big con-
cern to year-round residents
and property owners. To
minimize these incidents
officers will ride with snow-cat operators
through the Village on patrols.

The RCMP will specifically be targeting
drinking and driving, mischief in the
Village and theft prevention this year, as
well as other issues as they crop up. For
theft prevention they may set up a table at
the main lodge and offer a free engraving
service from time to time. Maxwell asks
skiers to record the serial number of their
skis, which helps in identifying stolen prop-

Never Eat Yellow...
I mean, Red Snow!

If you are interested enough to
take a walk through Paradise
Meadows in the spring when the
snow begins to melt, you will likely
notice blotches of red in the snow.
Some of them are patches the size
of a large foot and others barely
span the tip of a finger. Are they
the remnants of nocturnal night-
mares or something more sinister?

According to ancient Aboriginal legend
a certain tribe lived on the fertile coast of
the Comox Valley. They fished in abundant
waters and lived off a generous land. Their
homes were solid and their families flour-
ished. The sounds of joy and laughter rang
throughout their village.

Word of their wealth reached another,
less fortunate tribe and those people began
to covet everything that belonged to the
other tribe. When cautioned of an eminent
attack of their peaceful settlement, the wise
men decided the women and children
would hide from their foes at the top of
Forbidden Plateau. The men would remain
behind to fight.  And so, the women and
children set off on the long journey to the
summit of the mountain.

The enemies arrived and the men fought
a long and valiant battle. Eventually, the
aggressors were vanquished and the men
set off for the mountain to proclaim their
victory to their families.

To their shock and horror, the men found
no women or children on the mountain. All
had vanished. The only sign that they had
ever been there at all were the random
smears of red in the snow.  The warriors
believed it was the blood of their beloved
families who had been eaten by evil spirits
while they awaited word of a safe return.
From that moment on, the summit of that
mountain was considered forbidden.

Hence the name "Forbidden Plateau".

Interestingly enough, the phenomenon
of "red snow" is not unique to Forbidden
Plateau nor is it unique to Mount
Washington.  It can be found in various
alpine climates throughout the world.

Scientifically, the smears are nothing
more than algae.  Often referred to as
"watermelon snow", this algae has a light
red hue and is a food source for a variety of
mini-critters that live within snow’s ecosys-
tem.  These include snow worms, snow
fleas and Tardigrades or snow bears.

Watermelon snow is most prominent in
the spring due to natural warming that
draws the algae to the surface of the snow
where it reproduces.  Once the snow melts,
it sinks back to the ground to await the next
snowfall.

If you step in red snow it will stick to your
boot. If you eat red snow it will give you
the trots. And since red is not the only
colour of snow algae, my advice to the
unwary, curious is:  “Never eat red ….or
orange….or green…..and especially….not
yellow snow.”

RCMP presence to increase on Mount Washington

COASTLINE 
BROADCASTING LTD.
is a locally owned and operated

digital broadcast Cablevision 
system serving Mount Washington.

2     Program Guide
3 CBC North
4 Mount Washington Real Estate
5 ABC KOMO Seattle
6 CBS KIRO Seattle
7 KVOS Bellingham
8 ITV Edmonton
9 NBC
10 Mount Washington

Community Channel
11 FOX-KCPX Seattle
12 BCTV Vancouver
13 TSN Toronto
14 WTBS Atlanta
15 The Learning Channel
16 YTV Toronto
17 WGN Chicago
18 Knowledge Network
20 Super Channel (Pay TV)
21 Movie Max (Pay TV)
22 Family Channel
23 CHVU
24 CHEK TV
25 Much Music
26 WSBK
27 CBUT
28 CBMT
29 VTV
30 CNN
31 KCTS PBS Seattle
32 CMT
33 CNN Headline News
34 A&E
35 Discovery
36 CBC Newsworld
37 Prime
38 Outdoor Life
39 Sportsnet
40 Extreme Sports
41 Speedvision
42 Space
43 History

✂

erty.
Maxwell has also

designed a new form this
year to streamline theft
reports when there is no
officer on the hill. The
forms will be available at
Guest Services and can be
faxed directly to the RCMP
station in Courtenay, where
they will be entered into

the computer system. The forms have
space for skiers to describe exactly what
type of equipment was stolen, also for bet-
ter identification of stolen property.

More RCMP will patrol the Resort on
New Year's Eve and Citizens On Patrol will
assist them as in past year. "The hill has
been outstanding in offering services such
as snowmobiles, ski equipment and any-
thing that will make our day-to-day exis-
tence (better)," Maxwell said.

A year ago Strata 799 - the Alpine Village
- instituted a recycling program among its
units. The Village is not the only Strata to
institute recycling at the resort, but with
242 units it is the largest.

"Council 799 recognizes that the owners
want to be consistent with the move Mount
Washington is making," says Bruce Storry,
Chair of the Alpine Village (Strata 799).
"We thought we should follow suit."

Another incentive for recycling was the
news that the Regional District of Comox-
Strathcona was going to start penalizing
owners heavily if there were recyclables in
their garbage. The Village has devised a
"three can" plan for their rubbish and recy-
cling: garbage, recycling and returnables.
There are bins throughout the Village for

people's convenience. The Strata is
encouraging owners in the Village to
donate their bottles and other returnables
to the Mount Washington Ski Club. Viken
Services has the contract to haul recy-
clables away from the village, Storry said.

So far recycling is up 15 
to 20 per cent over last year,
Storry said. "We're still in an
educating mode." The Strata
has developed a plasticized
card outlining their recycling
practices that will be hung up
in each rental unit. This will
help renters to know what they
can and cannot recycle.

The Strata has tried to
make the recycling as easy
as possible for renters: any
plastic, cardboard or paper
are put into blue recycling
bags that are provided.
"We're not separating it at
the unit," Storry said.

The recycling is going
well, Storry said. "It's going
to take some time. "The
programs are being met
with encouraging success -
more than we had antici-
pated. It will take a couple
of years to get to full speed.

"On the positive side, a
lot of people (who rent) are
out of Victoria and
Nanaimo, and they know a
lot about recycling."

The largest Strata on Mount Washington has joined
the environmentally conscious at the Alpine Resort.

Old World Style,
New World Technology!

Also...

Project Management 
and Design

Exterior Additions

Custom Cabinetry

Arts & Crafts Style 
Furniture and Finishings

Call Today!

1-888-919-9663
or 250-923-6111
Fax: 250-923-6195

Timber & Log Homes

www.timberwright.ca www.ecohomes.ca

Proud member of the Timberframers’  Guild



ers for their opinion.
Stakeholders will likely vote on such a
bylaw in mid- to late-season. "If that's suc-
cessful we'll be starting construction on a
fire hall as early as the spring," he said.

Oddleifson didn't have any numbers on
building costs - that remains to be deter-
mined according to Nelson's study - but
said the building will have to conform to
the design standards on Mount
Washington.

Oddleifson is optimistic that a deal can
be reached for the public safety building.
"It's been a long time in coming," he said.
"It's overdue. If we have any chance to
develop and grow, we certainly need this
type of amenity."

RCMP Constable Dean Maxwell is also
optimistic about plans for a Public Safety
Building. "The RCMP has a set of plans and
wishes for the design and we certainly
appreciate being included," he said.
Maxwell has met with strata councils as
well as resort and regional district repre-
sentatives to discuss the building's prelimi-
nary design and function. "It's certainly
something that's needed."
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Plans for a combined fire hall and public
safety building at Mount Washington are
progressing, says Jay Oddleifson, Director
of Property Development and Finance at the
Alpine Resort.

"What we're trying to do is create a
fire service area up on the mountain.
That involves going to the taxpayers
up here and putting a petition to
them," asking if they would approve
raising taxes in order to pay for a fire
hall, he said.

At the end of October the Resort donat-
ed a piece of land - across from the
entrance to the first parking lot - to the
Regional District of Comox-Strathcona for
a Public Safety Building. If all goes accord-
ing to plan, the building will house a fire
department, ambulance station and a com-
munity police storefront for the RCMP, as
well as serve the mountain's first aid needs.

Bob Nelson of Vancouver is conducting
a feasibility study on fire protection needs
at Mount Washington. The results of this
study will determine the size and scope of
the building, Oddleifson said. Once the
study is done the Regional District can draft
a bylaw and petition mountain homeown-

Safety Building Plans Progressing

The Townhomes at

The Townhomes at Parkview Place have been care-
fully designed and constructed with a commitment
to quality by the same developer that built
Creekside House, Parkview Place (Phase 1), and the
new Raven Lodge. Located directly across from the
Green Chair, Parkview Place is truly a Ski-In/Ski-
Out home overlooking Strathcona Provincial Park.
Priced from $199,000.

For more information contact:

Rick Gibson
Cell: 250-334-7503  Office: 250-334-3124 (24 HRS)

Mount Washington Alpine Resort has
come just shy of being named a B.C. final-
ist for the 2002 Canada's 50 Best Managed
Companies.

The 50 Best program is for companies
with an operating budget of between $10
million and $2 billion. Mount Washington's
budget is around $18 million.

"It was a huge process to go through, but
in the end we aren't far enough in our
development to be considered," Director of
Business Services Don Sharpe said.

The Canada's 50 Best Managed
Companies program recognizes both tradi-
tional and non-traditional companies that
demonstrate excellence in management
practices and embrace new technology,
globalization and a new generation of peo-
ple entering the workforce. These compa-
nies demonstrate the increased importance
of leadership, strategy, culture, brand and
technology in today's marketplace.
The program is in its ninth year and is

sponsored by Deloitte & Touche, CIBC
Commercial Banking, the National Post
and Queens School of Business. 

To be considered for the award, compa-
nies must undergo a formal evaluation
process, which includes in-depth inter-
views conducted by Andersen and CIBC.
Finalists are chosen based on their ability
to provide excellent products and services,
a motivated team of employees and superi-
or customer service through the implemen-
tation of best business practices. An adjudi-
cation panel comprised of business leaders
and academic faculty members then
chooses the 50 winners.

The interview process was quite
involved - the questionnaire they were
asked to fill out was 20 pages long - and
Sharpe spent two solid weeks gathering
documentation to back up Mount
Washington's values.

"The time it takes to gather that informa-
tion is huge," he said. "The binders that

went with the documents took three, three-
inch binders of information to back (the
values) up."

The information-gathering process was
an exercise that forced mountain manage-
ment to pull all of their information into
one format. "It makes us go back and
explain what it is we do, and where all that
information lies," Sharpe said. There are
many people on the mountain who know
all about the Resort and its values, but they
carry that information around in their
heads. "In that respect it was valuable."

Adjudicators complimented
Mount Washington on their
plans for the future, Sharpe
said, but told Resort staff that
they need a chance to execute
them first - then their true
potential will be revealed. 
In a year and a half to two
years, the judges said, they
won't be surprised if Mount
Washington makes it on that 
50 Best list.

Mount Washington comes close 
to making Canada’s Top 50 List

VIKENVIKEN
• Renovations
• Appliance Repairs

• Snow Cat Services
• Carpet Cleaning

Office and Residence located
on Mount Washington

Ken Vaux  250-792-0974

Scheduled Transportation
to Mt. Washington

Serving Nanaimo, Parksville & Qualicum
For information & reservations phone Rob at

756-2544
Outside of Nanaimo • Toll Free 1-877-756-2544

Avalanche Dog continued from page 13

When Frechette and Yuki go out to the
site of an avalanche, they do a hasty search
from  downslope so Yuki can try and detect
the edges of the scent cone. Then he traces
back and forth within that cone until he
reaches the point of origin.

"The dog is just looking for the human
scent coming from the snowpack,"
Frechette explained.
An avalanche rescue dog's sense of smell is
sensitive enough that he can even detect
the difference between humans who have
formed a probe line up the slope trying to
find buried people by sticking probes in the
snow, and someone who is buried.

"The first time I saw that I was blown
away," Frechette said. But it doubles the
effectiveness - and swiftness - of a search if
a rescue dog can go out at the same time as
a probe line.

Despite the busy ski season, Frechette
and Yuki find plenty of opportunity to prac-
tice searching skills. Frechette gets his fel-
low patrollers to wear old items of clothing
for him, then he seals them in a plastic bag
to be buried later in a couple of metres of
snow for an exercise. "It's got to be fun for
the dog. Sometimes it's good to challenge
them on some days and just have fun on
other days," he says.

While Frechette brings Yuki to the
mountain when he's on duty, Yuki is not
the ski patrol's mascot. "He's more of a
working dog than he is a pet," Frechette
explains. "When I put the harness on that
dog he knows it's work time."

Frechette asks people to refrain from pet-
ting Yuki when he's in his working harness,
although it's ok to talk to the dog. "What he
works for is human affection when he's in
the harness - all for my praise. If people are
praising the dog when he hasn't done any-
thing, it's going to be pretty hard for me to
get him to work."

So far, Yuki's sniffing services
haven't been needed at Mount
Washington - no Resort guest has ever
been caught in an avalanche in-
bounds, Frechette said. "We haven't
had any burials. There is the poten-
tial of using (Yuki) in-bounds, but my
biggest thing is all those people who
are going outside our boundaries now
and they don't have a lick of ava-
lanche equipment," he said. "That's
where I think we're going to be used."

Eventually, Frechette would like to see
two dog teams at the resort, so there is an
avalanche dog on duty every day of the
week. But it was a hard enough sell to have
Yuki on-site, he'll take what he can get.

"The greatest chance of survival (in an
avalanche) is getting them unburied right
now. If I'm down in the valley and I get the
call, it's a bit late."
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back over 20 years through raised taxes.
"We resolved the issue and we're now

proceeding to another referendum with the
wording of the bylaw and the referendum
as such that we won't be in a legal hassle
as we were the last time," regional district
director Jack Turner said.

The new airport service area would be
made up of Areas A,B, C and K as well as
the municipalities of Comox, Cumberland
and Courtenay. The maximum amount that
a property owner would have to pay annu-
ally, based on their property value, is 10
cents per $1,000.

The proposed new terminal
will cost $7.9 million to build,
downgraded from the original
$10 million plan, but functional
nonetheless. And the new
terminal will be built none
too soon, says airport General
Manager Chuck Fast.

Fast hopes holding the referendum in
February - and getting a positive vote - will
allow CVAC to keep up with their building
timelines. The Comox airport is the only
such facility in B.C. that's growing, accord-
ing to a B.C. tourism Web site.

"We're seeing 16 per cent growth,"
which is quite positive when compared to
Campbell River, which is 19 per cent off
their previous year's numbers, Fast said.

Comox anticipated a cooling off period
with their passenger numbers after Air
Canada pulled out last June, but that never
happened. "The demand is big," he said.
The airport is still on target for 150,000
passengers in 2002, making it the second
busiest behind Victoria. "We sure need that
facility to be open by next Christmas.”

People in the Comox Valley
will get to vote on whether
or not to fund a new airport
passenger terminal on 
February 15, 2003. 

A referendum asking the public to
approve a $4 million grant to the Comox
Valley Airport Commission was supposed
to occur with the civic elections on Nov.
16. However, a difference of legal opinions
quashed the question at the last minute.

The Comox Valley Airport Commission
has been operating the municipal airport
out of a cramped building for several years.
Two years ago the airport hit its maximum
allowable expansion (the airport leases
space from Canadian Forces Base Comox)
with a temporary passenger holding area
and security area, as well as a new check-
in place for WestJet and a baggage
carousel.

Twice a day, the airport experiences "zoo
time" when both WestJet and Pacific
Coastal flights are arriving and departing,
packing people into the terminal like sar-
dines.

Tom Dishlevoy Architecture of Comox
has designed a new, bigger passenger ter-
minal for Comox, which will solve the con-
gestion. The terminal will be located a few
hundred metres away from its present loca-
tion on Department of National Defence
property, which will allow for a bigger
ramp area.

The only thing standing between the
Comox Valley Airport Commission and its
new terminal is money.

The Regional District of Comox-
Strathcona will be asking Valley residents
to create an airport service area - compris-
ing the entire Comox Valley - and borrow
$4.1 million to donate to the airport termi-
nal project. The loan would then be paid

Future of the Comox Valley 
Airport up to it’s Citizens

So who are those
WestJet-setters

anyways?
The attractive couple

(shown above left) are
Andrea Martin and Ryan
Williams, who are engaged
to be married. They are
both downhill ski coaches
with the Mount Washington
Ski Club.

No, they didn’t fly in with
their skis on but more and
more skiers from Alberta are
discovering the attraction of
ski packages to Mount
Washington. What makes it
even more attractive is the
ability to squeeze in a game
of mid-winter golf at Crown
Isle on the same trip.

A newly-expanded air-
port terminal can only
increase the amount of visi-
tors to the Comox Valley in
the future.

Many North Americans will remember
fondue as a home party craze in the
'70s. But did you know that the 
history of the fondue is truly epic?

Mount Washington will add to the com-
munal cuisine this winter with their Fondue
Fridays at Raven Lodge. 

One of the earliest known references to
a fondue is in Homer's Iliad (Song XI).
However, the Swiss take credit for the pop-
ular fondue. And while the Swiss made fon-
due out of necessity - they needed to soft-
en their cheese by heating it with wine in a
large pot in order to eat it - Mount
Washington is making fondue for pure
bliss.

Build up your appetite for an alpine fon-
due with an hour of snowshoeing by the
light of your own headlamp. The snowshoe
trek begins at 5 p.m. every Friday.

Once inside, retire to the cosy ambience
of the great room, where a towering fire-
place will warm up your frosty toes. Dinner

begins with a cheese fondue,
followed by a meat and veg-
etable fondue and culminat-
ing with a chocolate fondue
with your choice of fresh
fruit, tea or coffee.

"It's really cool," says
Mount Washington director
of marketing Karen Bonell. "I
think people, especially
those on vacation, will really
value this."

Fondue Fridays cost $39
per person (children 12 and
under are half price) and pre-
booking is required. Phone
(250) 338-1386 for more
information.

MORE FOOD 
OPTIONS INTRODUCED

The introduction of Fondue Fridays is in
line with Mount Washington's goal of
expanding and theming the food and bev-
erage experience at the Alpine Resort, says
Food and Beverage Manager Alfredo Yabut.

"As you know, two years ago we opened
the Mountain Wok Chinese Food, then the
Pie in the Sky Pizza last year," Yabut said.
"This year we will be experimenting with
sushi rolls in what we call Wasabi
Wednesday in Fat Teddy's."

Other new things to look for on the food
and beverage side are a la carte dinners in
the Raven Lodge from Thursday to Sunday,
and a revamped décor in Fireweeds
Restaurant in the Alpine Lodge. The old
Nordic Lodge has been revamped and
renamed the Sunset Pasta Bar.

"We are also looking forward to our first
year of evening snowshoe tours followed
by a three-course fondue dinner," Yabut
said.

Fondue Fridays at Raven Lodge

Lorraine Talbot
Tel: (250) 388-4416
ltalbot@jltcanada.com

Fax: (250) 388-9926

Your Mount Washington
Insurance Specialists

202-3045 Douglas St.,Victoria, B.C. Canada V8T 4N2

I N S U R A N C E



OFFERING BOOKINGS FOR:
~ BLUEBERRY HILL
~ CREEKSIDE HOUSE
~ MOUNTAINSIDE LODGE 
~ PARADISE RIDGE
~ PARKVIEW PLACE 
~ PTARMIGAN RIDGE 
~ PRIVATE CHALETS ON FOSTERS PLACE

Toll Free Reservations: 1-866-826-7325
email: info@peakaccom.com

Tel: 250-897-3851 Fax: 250-897-3951
On-mountain check-in at 1268 Fosters Place

www.peakaccom.com

P E A K  A C C O M M O D A T I O N S
MOUNT WASHINGTONS all season ACCOMMODATION BOOKINGS
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Walk-On Ferry
Passengers with
Pets Beware...

I spend a lot of time on BC Ferries. On
average I visit Vancouver Island two or
three times per month. That means I ride a
BC Ferry approximately 48 to 72 times in a
year. With rates running upwards of $40.00
for a car and driver per trip it doesn’t take a
rocket scientist to calculate the annual
cost.  Don’t get me wrong, it isn’t that I
don’t like BC Ferries, it’s just that I’m a
rather frugal person who looks for simple
ways of saving a buck. In the interest of
saving that buck I decided it was time for
me to leave my car behind and "walk-on"
the ferry.

Now, BC Ferries provides a vast array of
comforts for their regular "walk-ons".  They
have cozy waiting rooms where you can
relax, purchase a beverage or a book and
stay warm and dry.  There’s a place to drop
off your luggage and to pick it up at the end
of your journey.  And if you require assis-
tance due to a physical disability the staff is
eager to help. 

Just don’t ever walk on with your dog.
You see I get the feeling BC Ferries doesn’t
care much for dogs. I have a little pooch.
Weighing only ounces over ten pounds,
he’s not a big, slobbering mutt.  He doesn’t
bite, he doesn’t bark much but he does cry
piteously when he’s not happy about some-
thing. The sound is enough to soften even
the hardest heart. Or so I’ve always
thought.

In order to make my little poochie’s jour-
ney as comfortable as possible I brought
along his Hound-Hotel.  It’s one of those
pet carriers made out of beige plastic with

a handle on top and bars on the door.
Typical of any jail, it restricts the internee to
a small but practical space.  I even brought
along his blankie.  At the risk of embarrass-
ing my pooch, I will admit that yes, he has
a blankie and yes, I was kind enough to
bring it, along with his toys and cookies
and…

My point is, the dog was restrained. I
approached the ticket wicket and was
promptly advised that the dog and I were
not invited to share the comforts of the
lounge on the upper level but would
instead have to wait for the ferry under the
dock, outside in the wind and rain.  It was
February, it was cold and I was stunned.  If
you’ve ever been caught in a west coast
mid-winter deluge you will understand my
horror. But being a law abiding citizen I
dutifully made my way down into the bow-
els of the terminal.
So, there we sat, my pooch and I, plus a

few Ferry employees dressed appropriately
for the last leg up Everest and an entire
parking lot full of cars waiting to load onto
the next ferry.  I shivered.  My dog wailed a
sad country ballad about his sorry state and
I shivered some more.

Now I’m a curious person, so I decided
that this was a golden opportunity to
explore the dark side of the terminal. I
removed my reluctant and suspicious
pooch from his luxury accommodation,
clipped his leash onto his collar and went
in search of some warmth.  There was none
to be had.  Every doorway leading to a pub-
lic area had a large "NO DOGS
ALLOWED" sign firmly affixed to the glass.

What I did find in abundance were
poochie potty bags. How nice of BC Ferries
to remind us to clean up after the dogs they
don’t want around in the first place.  In the
spirit of co-operation I made sure to pick
up every smelly scrap of evidence that my
dog left behind.

The ferry finally arrived with a long bar-
reled hooooooo that sent my dog scram-
bling for safety behind me, of course. After
watching disembarking cars stream by and

DEER LODGE
Features Include:
• Mount Washington’s only 

Slope Side Hotel 
• Located in the heart of the 

Village Centre 
• 2 & 3 bedroom fully 

furnished deluxe condos 
• On-site management 

available 
• Ski to and from your door 
• Underground parking

2 Bedroom from $149,900

3 Bedroom from $192,900

Ski-Investment 
Opportunity!

spatter us with a shower of dirty droplets
from their tires, we were told it was time to
enter the ship.

The entrance to the car deck of a BC
Ferry resembles a great, yawning, metal
mouth, so it’s hardly a wonder that my
poochie was a teeny bit hesitant. But
remember, he’s a slight canine and I was
holding the other end of the leash.  That
made me the boss. He slid on board in a
squat position, like it or not. 

And that’s when things got ugly. You see
the Spirit Class Ferry I boarded appeared to
have no place for dogs.  No corner, no ken-
nel, no remote out of the way anything.
And cars were beginning to load behind us.

"Where can I take my dog?" I asked.
"Beats me." Came the answer. Beats me?
What kind of an answer is that? But wait, it
gets better. The kind gentleman informed
me, none-to-kindly, mind you, that wher-
ever I placed my dog, I had to stay with
him and that taking him upstairs to the pas-
senger deck was not an option.

Cars loaded and people pushed past me
as I clung to the wall near the stairwell.
They growled, they groaned and they com-
plimented me on my cute poochie.  But
nobody offered any help. With a grunt and
a wheeze the ferry shoved off and set sail
across Georgia Strait.  And my rear end

froze as I huddled in a stairwell, buffeted
by the frigid February wind.  The only
place to sit was on the Hound Hotel and
the hound was blissfully snoozing, buried
beneath his warm and fluffy blankie. As I
sat there watching my fingernails turn blue
I wondered if all ferry terminals and all BC
Ferries were as welcoming to walk-on
dogs?

Over the next year I made it my mission
to walk onto as many ferries as I could with
my pooch.  Here is what I found:
Horseshoe Bay likes dogs the best. Not
only is there a covered walkway to keep
both you and your pooch out of the rain
but also there are plastic form-fitted seats
bolted to the wall of berth #2 where you
can sit in a slight semblance of comfort.

Departure Bay makes you walk approxi-
mately half a kilometre outside regardless
of the weather and the baggage pick-up
area is inside behind a door that is clearly
marked NO DOGS allowed.  When I asked
the driver of the luggage van to please not
slide my bags onto the luggage rack, he
informed me that his job required him to
put all bags on the sloped rack. Period. So,
my luggage went inside while I was left
outside with the dog.

Continued on page 23
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A fundraising adult recreational FUN race series 
for skiers & snowboarders, beginners & experts.

For more information, contact Mike Stubbs (250) 923-1227 

or www.mtwashington.bcalpine.com

team categories Enter a Male only, female Only or Mixed Team
Enter a Recreational Team consisting of three members and challenge
other teams for the 2003 Team Challenge Trophy. Corporate Challenge
Businesses and corporations can enter teams of three who challenge for
the 2003 Corporate Cup.

prizes Trophies will be awarded for Fastest Individual Times for male
and female skiers and boarders as well as 46 years and over. A prize will
be awarded to the Most Improved Racer over the 4 race series.

registration $135 for a team of three for the race race series. 
$15 to drop in as an individual or $45 to register for the series.

need a lift ticket? Buy your lift tickets on race day for 1/2 price!

Proceeds benefit the Mount

Washington Ski Club

ALCAN NANCY GREENE 

SKI LEAGUE

Join the Alcan Nancy Greene Ski League and join beginner,
intermediate and expert skiers aged 6-12 in a fun, team-oriented 

program. Enjoy an introduction to skiing and racing in a 1-12 week
session with certified coaches run by the ski club.

For more information contact

JOHN TRIMMER
250-897-6058

www.mtwashington.bcalpine.com

Despite the fact that everyone
tells me she knows absolutely
everything about Mount
Washington, I decided it was time
to try to stump Wendy Woodley.
Surely there was a question or two
she couldn’t answer.  Right?

We shared dinner in a cozy restaurant
and I spent two hours picking her brain.
Darned if she didn’t answer every single
question I asked.

She knows who the mountain is named
after. Not George Washington, she’s quick
to point out.  She actually remembers
Bernie’s Sing-a-longs in the Alpine Lodge.
Do you?  She knows who bought the first
lot on Mount Washington and where to get
lemons on the mountain in August when
the store is closed.  She has skied the
mountain since opening day, which, she
informed me, was long before a single
chalet was built.  She has watched the
resort grow from dream to reality and she

has loved the mountain every step of the
way. And frankly, the mountain loves her.

She has volunteered as a snow hostess,
run one of the nicest Bed and Breakfasts,
started one of the most successful rental
companies on the mountain and worked in
a variety of capacities all over the moun-
tain.  And she’s the best-kept secret up here.

Just try defaming any aspect of the
mountain and she will politely and elo-
quently remind you of its innumerable
virtues.  Gush a little too much about it’s
greatness and she will gently remind you of
it’s flaws.  Her honesty and integrity are a
special gift to be treasured.

With husband Gary and her trusty
Balinese sidekick the estimable Snowball
(who incidentally has written from time to
time for The Marmot), by her side, Wendy
Woodley has become a veritable feast of
information about not only Mount
Washington but the Comox Valley as well.

Just ask anyone who has taken a flight
into town.  Wendy also volunteers as an
Ambassador at the airport.  Need a gift on
your way out of town? She works in the gift
shop too.  Need to know anything about
tourism in the Comox Valley?  Wendy vol-
unteers there too.  Sports minded?  You’ll
find Wendy at the Royal LePage Snow to
Surf Race and the Brian McLean Chevrolet
Tri-K Triathlon.  Need to know where a trail
goes in Strathcona Park?  She’s been a BC
Parks trail volunteer too!  And that’s the
short list of her accomplishments!

It’s no wonder she’s won awards for her
community service.  Wendy is everywhere!
So, next time you see Wendy on the moun-
tain, whether she’s busy filling The Marmot
newspaper racks or whizzing down the
slopes (and man, can she ski fast!), take a
moment to thank her for all the time and
effort she has offered simply from the good-
ness of her heart. Hats off to Wendy
Woodley one of the unsung heroes of the
hill.

Wendy Woodley, Our Mountain Star Sunset Pasta Bar
breathes new life into

old Nordic Centre

Despite the wildly successful opening
last year of the Raven Lodge Nordic
Facility, the sun has not yet set on the old
nordic lodge.

The facility that originally served cross-
country skiers at the entrance to Paradise
Meadows has been revamped and
renamed the Sunset Pasta Bar.

"We've done a full renovation of the
restaurant itself. Our returning guests can
look forward to a fresh, new look," says
Mount Washington Food and Beverage
Manager Alfredo Yabut. The pasta bar is a
quick-serve concept featuring your choice
of hot pasta, sauce, garlic toast and salad
for $7.95. There are also extras available,
like meatballs and chicken.

"Our intent is a big, hot, fast meal for
cheap, and get (customers) back out on the
slopes," Yabut said.

The dining area has been renovated and
Yabut has purchased some new equipment
in anticipation of opening day. The kitchen
can operate with three people, and Yabut
says he might bump up his food staff for the
pasta bar.

"It's got great access to the expanded
parking lot, given the new lift (The Hawk)
is in close proximity. That's why we've
chosen to go with a 'quick-service' con-
cept," he said. The Pasta Bar is also open
for private Christmas functions in the
evenings this year.

Len Rossiter receives
recognition for his

many years of work

Mount Washington Resort President
and General Manager, Peter Gibson,
presented a framed set of historic pho-
tos th Len Rossiter at a recent Campbell
River Rotary Club luncheon. Rossiter,
club member and past-president, was
honoured for his contributions to the
development of Forbidden Plateau
recreation dating back to the 1920s.
Rossiter Lake, recently added to
Strathcona Park, was named in his
honour

The snow may be great on Mount
Washington but the spectacular 

coastal views are the icing on the cake.
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THE MARMOT Premier Business Directory

A Gentler Time  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-4676
Alcan Nancy Greene Ski League  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897-6058
Alpine Accommodations  . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-837-4663/703-9636
Arbutus Hotel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-663-2146/334-3121
Atlas Cafe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-9838
Bigfoot Safari  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-866-338-0344/335-1837
Braidwood Massage Therapy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .338-8556
Brian McLean Chev Olds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2425
Canadian Tire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-0101
CIBC Wood Gundy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-5380
Chalet 9 & 21  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-866-826-7325
Coastline Broadcasting Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-5177
Comox Valley Art Gallery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-6211
Comox Valley Chamber & Visitor Info  . 1-888-357-4471/334-3234
Crown Isle Resort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-338-8439/703-5050
Dean Silvester, Massage Therapist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897-3424
Deer Lodge at Mount Washington  . . . . 1-877-845-4499/338-4383
Destinations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-9823
Downtown Courtenay Business Association  . . . . . . . . . . 890-0519
Evergreen Savings Credit Union  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-0025
Fanny Bay Seafood Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 335-0125
Georgia Straight Collison  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-9636
Gibson Kelly & Ives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2416
Graham’s Jewellers Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-4523
Harbour Kitchens & More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897-1124
Havers Design Corp.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2844
Island Building Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-5399
Island Publishers Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-2460
Jardine Lloyd Thompson Canada  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 388-4416
Kingfisher Oceanside Resort & Spa  . . . 1-800-663-7929/338-1323
Marmot Recovery Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-4-marmot
Monte Christo On The River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-1468
Mountain Meadows Sports  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-8999
Mount Washington Alpine Resort  . . . . 1-888-231-1499/338-1386
Paradise Ridge Accommodations  . . . . . 1-877-287-9491/897-3161
Peak Accommodations . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-866-826-7325/897-3851
Penny Tyme Fashions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2447
Plates Eatery & Catering Co.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-8087
Rick Gibson, Royal LePage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-7503
Saunders Subaru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-898-9911/474-2211
Ski & Surf Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-8844
Ski Tak Hut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2537
Smith Transportation Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-756-2544
The Old House Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-5406
The Romance Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-0669
Timberwright Manufacturing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 923-6111
Tita's Mexican Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-8033
Toscanos Fine Italian Cuisine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 890-7575
Travelodge Courtenay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-795-9486/334-4491
Tulio's Casita Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-6031
Valhalla Pure Outfitters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-551-1859
V.I. Adult Race Series  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 923-1227
Viken  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 792-0974
Visual Sound Store  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-5177
Yamato Japanese Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2025

Let them know you found them in The Marmot!

Pets Beware continued from page 21

Of the ferries that run between
Horseshoe Bay and Departure Bay, the Fast
Cats had the cream of canine quarters. On
the upper car deck are a bank of individual
kennels that provide safety, warmth and
protection from the weather and other dogs
for your pooch. There are also dog dishes
and a water hose in case of emergency
Despite the fact that you must embark and
disembark from the lowest car deck, it is
fairly easy to find your way upstairs to the
Pooch Palace.

Regular "C" class ferries on the same
route provide a car deck compound that
often contains an assortment of large dogs
tied by leashes only.  Occasionally they do
break free of their restraints and I know of
one specific instance where a renegade
rover released himself and was romping
roughshod round the car deck.

The Tsawwassen terminal is much the
same. After purchasing your ticket, you
walk inside with your dog to the luggage
drop-off area, then straight out the door
into the weather.  I couldn’t find a covered
outdoor seating area, so in poor weather
you get wet. And as everyone knows, there
is a good reason why BC is so green.

In addition, both Swartz Bay and
Tsawwassen terminals have relatively few
signs directing the disembarking passen-
gers with dogs where to go to retrieve their
luggage; or how to exit the terminal for that
matter. I wandered around Swartz Bay for
half and hour, completely lost until I finally
found someone who directed me toward
my luggage and the exit. Again, it was
behind a door clearly marked, NO DOGS.
Tsawwassen was much the same but in this
case the driver of the luggage van told me
simply to ignore the "No Dogs" sign and go
inside to retrieve my bags.  I have yet to
ride a ferry out of Tsawwassen en route to
Swartz Bay that provided any level of com-
fort for my dog and I.

The ferries that run to Duke Point have a
small compound available for dogs. I won-
dered why the floor was covered with
raised wooden skids and was shocked to
discover water pouring into the area the
moment the ferry left the dock.  Yes, I said
pouring. The floor was at least two inches
deep in some areas before it slowly drained
away.  It is wide open to the weather and
while there is a bank of plastic seats bolted
to the wall of the ferry, the smell of exhaust
was enough to make any person or dog
nauseous.

The Duke Point terminal was the most
frustrating experience of all.  Not only is
the luggage drop-off point behind the tick-
et wickets but one ticket-taker was firm in
stating that the dog was not moving one
step past his booth.  He also curtly
informed me that I would have to stand
outside, in the sheeting January sleet with-
out any cover for the full half hour prior to
the ferry arriving.

It was more than I could bear.  My lug-
gage included my suitcase, my son’s
Saxophone, my laptop computer, the
Hound Hotel and of course, the hound
himself.  So, in the interest of fairness I
waited a few minutes then went to another
ticket counter and asked the same ques-

tion.  The woman looked at me and smiled.
So far, so good.  She immediately saw my
dilemma and creatively suggested that I put
the pooch inside his hotel and do my best
to "sneak" him onto the ferry via the upper
walkway.  She advised me that if I ran into
any difficulties to please let her know and
she would escort me down on an elevator
(that I couldn’t see anywhere) to the lower
level.  I am happy to say that my pooch
successfully snuck onto the ferry.  Mission
accomplished.

However, the pooch patrol was in high
gear and within thirty seconds of setting
foot on the ferry, two separate employees
approached me and indicated that the dog
had to go below decks immediately.  This
while I was making my way to the elevator
to take him down.  They don’t waste any
time in delegating the dogs to the dun-
geons.

Picking up your luggage from Duke
Point when you have travelled with a dog
is darn near impossible.  Access to the lug-
gage carousel is directly from the overhead
walkway and due to security reasons there
are several sets of doors between the lug-
gage and the place you wind up with your
dog.

With two glaring exceptions, most BC
Ferry employees were very helpful.  It is not
their fault that the ships and terminals are
ill equipped to handle such a situation but
they make the best of it. During one voyage
an employee even sat with my little
poochie for a while to keep him company
while I went upstairs to get a cup of tea.

During the summer, the lack of dog con-
veniences wasn’t as big a problem.  It is
actually quite pleasant to sit out on the
ferry car deck when the sun is shining and
a warm breeze caresses your cheeks as the
spectacular views of Active Pass slip by.  Of
course this means you have to ignore the
announcement that requests all passengers
leave the vehicle deck in order to enjoy the
many services available on the passenger
deck.  Even waiting outside at the terminal
can be a restful reprieve filled with all the
sights and smells of seashore life.

In all fairness, I would like to point out
that BC Ferries does not charge anything for
your dog.  That’s right, nothing, zero, zip.
And for that, your dog is treated as unwel-
come vermin.  It wouldn’t bother me to pay
a small fee for my pooch providing it was
more pleasant to bring him aboard, the
travel areas for dogs were warm and
enclosed and the luggage pick-up access
was improved.  Not to mention the instal-
lation of a couple of directional arrows to
help navigate the terminals.  And since my
first experience on a Spirit Class ship I
recently discovered a sign designating dogs
to the upper auto.  Could they perhaps
have heard my vociferous complaints
about being stationed in a stairwell during
my previous voyage?

Let’s face it; my dog has not enjoyed his
experience as a BC Ferry "walk-on".  For a
pampered pooch that has slept numerous
nights at the Empress Hotel it was a cold
and windy slap in the face. Are you plan-
ning to walk your dog onto a BC Ferry?
You might want to think again.
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Would’ve, Could’ve, Should’ve
How many times have you uttered these words?

Recreational real
estate continues
to be the hottest
investment choice
of the new 
millennium and
the continued
success of Deer
Lodge at Mount
Washington
proves it.

M O U N T  W A S H I N G T O N  R E A L  E S T A T E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Built by Appia Development, one
of Canada’s finest developers

7 SOLD IN THE
LAST 30 DAYS!

Choice of 2 and 3 bedroom
luxury suites are still available
at unheard of prices. All suites
offer full kitchen, gas fireplace,
insuite laundry, designer fur-
nishings, private balcony and
an unsurpassed ski-in, ski-out
slope side location. Spacious
floor plans with amazingly
affordable pricing with excellent
rental income returns.

2 Bedrooms from $149,900
3 Bedrooms from $192,900

It’s not to late to get into 
the ground floor of Mount
Washington Village!

Contact: Rick Gibson
the Preferred Agent on Mount Washington

Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

Parkview
Place
Put down roots for your family
and their families to come. Your
Mountain Vacation Home will
be the beginning of a legacy,
begun by you, cherished for 
generations!

• Only 4  homes are left
• Occupancy NOW
• The only new site across from the

New Hawk Six Seat Chairlft
• Low Maintenance Exterior
• Fire Protection Sprinkler System
• 10 Year Home Warranty Program
• Same builder of Raven Lodge
• Easy access to Alpine, Nordic 

and Strathcona Park
• 5 Appliances included
• 4 bedroom plans
• Double garages
• 1860 ~ 2400 Sq. Ft.

Priced from $249,900
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M O U N T  W A S H I N G T O N

Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mount Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

View Condo on Corner
Two bedroom corner condominium
centrally located just above the
General Store. Priced well below
other comparables, this is the best
deal around. South West facing for
warmth and sunshine. Come enjoy
your own piece of paradise!

$79,900

Features Include:
• Outdoor Swimming Pool,

Sauna & Hot Tub 
• Elevator Access
• Drive To Access with 

Underground Parking 
• Propane Fireplaces 
• Ski Storage Room off Lobby 
• Kitchens with 4 Appliances 
• Full Size Washer & Dryer in 

each unit 
• Convenient Location

to all Amenities 
• Mountain & Strathcona 

Park Views

#304, 2 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Mount Washington.                $169,900

#306, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strathcona Park & Mt. Washington.    $169,900

#407, 2 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strath. Park & Mount Washington.     $169,900

#213, 2 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strathcona Park.                             $174,900

#212, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strathcona Park.                             $199,900

#308, 3 bedroom, fully furnished top floor,
facing Strathcona Park.                     $199,900

#406, 3 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strath. Park & Mount Washington.      $199,900

#109, 4 bedroom, fully furnished, facing
Strathcona Park.                               $234,900

Features Include:
• One Bedroom Apartments located
on paved Henry Road 
• Apartments are Furnished 
• Drive To Access  • Propane
Fireplaces • Self-contained
Kitchens • Ski Storage Lockers off
Lobby  • Breathtaking Mountain
Views • Convenient Location to
Ski Lifts and Strathcona Prov. Park.

#205, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Mount Washington. $89,900

#303, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Mount Washington. $94,900

#310, 1 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $94,900

#204, 1 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $99,900

#206, 1 bedroom, fully funished,
facing Strathcona Park. $99,000

#306, 1 bedroom, fully funished, jacuzzi tub
top floor facing Strathcona Park. $104,900

#112, 1 bedroom, fully furnished,
facing Strathcona Park. $104,900

Suite Deal Available
in this great building. The apart-
ment is immaculate with great
views and exposure. The suite
offers two bedrooms and west
coast spacious design. Fully fur-
nished and ready to go this home
is awaiting your inspection!

$99,900

Sunset & Slope Views
Top floor 2 bedroom corner suite
with sunset views and views of
the slopes! Located in the village
with easy ski-out access and
close to parking. Suite is clean &
tidy and shows well. Building is
well maintained with brand new
siding. Nice open floor plan and
very quiet.                      $109,900

OUTDOOR
 SWIMMI

NG POOL
!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Heart of the Village
This 2nd floor corner suite is
located in the heart of the village.
Easy access in and ski down to
the lifts. Comes furnished with all
necessities. $85,000

O N  M T .  W A S H I N G T O N  

CONDOMINIUMS

BLUEBERRY HILLBLUEBERRY HILL

Features Include:
• Elevator Access • Spectacular
Views of Strathcona Park and
the Ski Runs • Drive To Access
with Above & Underground
Parking • Propane Fireplaces 
• Convenient Location to all
amenities • Units are furnished
& ready to go • Ski Storage
Room off the Lobby with 
separate lockers for renters 

#116, 2 bedroom on the first floor, fully 
furnished, facing Strathcona Park. $159,900 

#114, 2 bedroom on the 2nd floor, fully 
furnished, facing Strathcona Park. $182,500 

#213, 2 bedroom on the 2nd floor, 
facing Mount Washington. $184,900 

#303, 2 bedroom on the top floor,
facing Strathcona Park. $187,500

#211, 3 bedroom on the 2nd floor, 
facing Mount Washington. $199,900

#309, 3  bedroom on the third floor, 
facing Mount Washington. $205,000 

#210, 3 bedroom on the 2nd floor, 
facing Strathcona Park. $209,000

#208, 3 bedroom on the 2nd floor, fully
furnished facing Mount Washington. $209,900

#202, 3 bedroom on the 2nd floor, fully
furnished, views of Strathcona Park and
Mount Washington. $224,900

#118, 2 bedroom plus spa on the 2nd floor,
views of Strathcona Park and Mount
Washington. $235,000

Snowbird 
Affordable, spacious, with easy
access to village parking lot,
Sunrise Quad and general store.
Popular townhouse floor plan
with 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
sauna and open kitchen/living/din-
ing area. This unit is completely
furnished. Ideal floor plan for a
famil.                           $139,900

Overlooking the Ocean
Perched overlooking the ocean
and the mountains, this special
property awaits your inspection.
Lovingly cared for by its original
owners and builders, this one of a
kind property has it all. The home
has two distinct living areas, a self
contained bright 2 bedroom suite
with spacious deck and hot tub on
the lower floor and a 4 bedroom 2
level home above. Common area
includes storage and sauna. Also,
4 bathrooms and loads of storage.
This mountain retreat is ideal for
two families or an incredible
rental property with a solid excel-
lent rental history. $369,900

Rick Gibson
Peak Performance serving the

Mount Washington Real Estate 
market since 1989.

Single Family 
Building Site!

The only remaining single famiy
b u i l d i n g  s i t e  o n  M o u n t
Washington.                  $115,900

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!



Overlooking
Strathcona Park 

One bedroom condo with partial
basement! Executive style condo
on Mount Washington with easy
access to Alpine and Nordic skiing.
Loads of windows for natural light.
Large sundrenched deck, 1 bed-
room, private entrance and partial
basement (other bedrooms?). This
is a price opportunity not to miss!

$134,900

Features Include:
• Only 4 left • Occupancy now
• The only new site across from

the New Hawk Six Seat Chairlft
• Low Maintenance Exterior
• Fire Protection Sprinkler System
• 10 Year Home Warranty

Program 
• Same builder of Raven Lodge
• Easy access to Alpine, Nordic

and Strathcona Park 
• 5 Appliances included 
• 4 bedroom plans
• Double garages 
• 1860 ~ 2400 Sq. Ft.

#6, 3 Levels, 2400 Sq. Ft. $324,900

#7, 3 Levels, 1860 Sq. Ft. $199,900

#8, 3 Levels, 2400 Sq. Ft. $249,900

#9, 3 Levels, 2400 Sq. Ft. $274,900

#10, 3 Levels, 1860 Sq. Ft. $199,900

#11, 3 Levels, 2368 Sq. Ft. $274,900
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Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mount Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

DEER LODGE
Features Include:

• Mount Washington’s only
slope side hotel • Located in the
heart of the Village Centre • 2 &
3 bedroom fully furnished deluxe
condos • On-site management
available • Ski to and from your
door • Underground parking

2 Bedroom from  $149,900

3 Bedroom from $192,900

Perched on a Ridge
to view the sunsets, park and the
stars! 4 bedroom chalet in the
Alpine Village. Chalet has been
rarely rented and pride of owner-
ship is evident. Lower floor could
easily be remodelled to accom-
modate an in-law suite. Sit in the
hottub and enjoy the views of the
mountains, glacier and sunsets.

$209,900

Squeaky Clean 
10 year old squeaky clean 3 bed-
room townhouse centrally located
in the heart of the Alpine Village.
Suite is ready to go and offers a
bright, spacious layout. Sunny
afternoon exposure with easy
access to parking and to the ski lifts
and runs.                        $139,900

Vaulted Ceilings 
Modern townhome with vaulted
ceilings and a very spacious floor
plan. 3 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms. Crawl space is large
enough to develop into another
full level. Check out this bright
townhome! You will be glad you
did!                 $174,900

Top Floor Penthouse
2 bedroom lock off unit in Deer
Lodge. This top floor penthouse
condo has all you’ve dreamed of.
Overlooking the ski runs, this is a
dream come true. Deer Lodge
offers great rental income, under-
ground parking, hot tub & more.
Ski right into the front door &
drive out the back.        $189,900

Home Away From Home
Luxuriously appointed, large spa-
cious plan awaits you in this ski-
in and out townhome on
Washington Way. Easy access,
just a 5 minute stroll to the Alpine
Lodge. Ideal for families or rental
with ample room. Loads of stor-
age, hot tub, sauna & more!

$214,900

SOLD!

Enjoy the Sun 
Corner townhouse enjoys morning
sun in the kitchen & afternoon sun
in living room. 2 large bedrooms
up, each w/their own bath and jetted
tub in each. Convenient central
locale with fairly flat traverse to
either Village Run or Quad. Easy
access to parking            $139,900

WOW!!! Single Family Building 
Sites for $79,900!!!

Located adjacent to Strathcona Park with views of Island Mountains
and Meadows. All the lots offer drive in access all year.

Features Include:
• Located across from the 

loading area of the 
NEW HAWK six seat chairlift 

• Underbuilding parking 
• Elevator and secrued entry 
• Locked ski storage area 
• Propane fireplaces 
• Suites are furnished.

101 Corner 3 bedroom suite overlooking
the Hawk Chairlift.                       $209,900

304 Penthouse 2 bedroom suite with 
morning sun.                               $199,900

Recreational Home,
Make An Offer!

on Foster’s Place. Drive in and ski
out from this cozy retreat, with
proven design. Hardwood floors and
many upgrades, insulated floors and
basement finished with an extra
kitchen and bathroom. This home is
owner built with many thoughtful
features. Come and explore this cute
and cozy chalet, you won’t be disap-
pointed.                            $294,900

Creekside
House

Location! Location! Location! 2 bedroom suites available
next to the new Hawk Six Seat Chairlift! Underbuilding parking and views
of the mountian runs or Strathcona Park. Units are furnished, and have gas
fireplaces.  From $139,900

PENDING

PARKVIEW
P L A C E

SOLD OUT!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Nestled in the Woods!
Your own chalet nestled in the
heart of the alpine village of
Mount Washington. Easy access
in and out and the slopes are a
downhill ski away! This moun-
tain home is very cozy with 3
bedrooms, wood burning fire-
place, 2 bathrooms and sauna.

$239,900

SOLD!

SOLD!

MAY CONSIDER A TRADE
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#7 Fosters Place
Drive In and Ski Out from this 3
year old chalet on Fosters Place.
Designed with 3 levels, the base-
ment is undeveloped, waiting for
your imagination. Open living area
features superb views. $294,900

This One’s A Keeper!
Located in a very private area of the
Alpine Village with easy access in
and to the slopes in this 3-4 bed-
room immaculate chalet. Extras
include a gourmet kitchen, wood-
burning fireplace with wood, elevator,
hot tub, decks, and a security system.
Owner’s have never rented this
property and pride of ownership is
evident. $259,900

Cathedral Ceilings
Ski out access and close to park-
ing, this chalet has cathedral ceil-
ings and an open concept. Two
sundecks face south, with sauna
and woodstove for apres-ski. Loft
for children play and sleep area.
Established, year round rental
clientele. Open kitchen, living and
dining on entry level. Lots of stor-
age with separately accessible
basement for future development.   

$259,900

Incredible Views
Designed by Dave MacSween

Design & Construction of Comox
much thought has gone into this 3
bedroom unit. Located on the edge
of Strathcona Provincial Park with
the ski lifts across the street. 

$249,900

For up to date Properties
For Sale see Channel 4 
on Mount Washington.

SOLD!

SOLD!
Fantastic Foster’s Place

Over 4000 sq. ft. of living space in
this spectacular recreation proper-
ty. Separated into 2 living areas
with the main area having vaulted
ceilings, sweeping views and
down is a bright, open owner’s
suite. Below is a garage and work-
shop. Located on Foster’s Place
with easy drive in access and ski
from your door to the slopes.         

$434,900

Side By Side Duplex
Once in a while a unique proper-
ty comes available. Each side has
2 bedrooms and spacious plans.
There is also a common area
which includes a large family
room, sauna, kitchen, bathroom
& bedroom. Ideal for 2 or more
families, spectacular views.

$299,900

Incredible Value!
This 3 level Mount Washington

semi detached chalet has just
under 2500 sq.ft.  of quality con-
struction and living area.  There is
a 1 bedroom  suite on lower level
fully self-contained w/its own
entrance & upper level has 4 bed-
rooms, 2 baths chalet that has a
huge rock fireplace, glass etching
in Master Bedroom 2 gas fire-
places & much more.     $274,900

Executive Styled Chalet
Drive in and ski out from this
executive styled chalet on
Fosters Place. This spectacular
chalet is on the high side of the
cul-de-sac with great exposure,
huge vaulted ceilings and sleeps
a bunch. Ski out the door and be
back for lunch.             $399,900

Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mount Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-338-1723  www.rickgibson.ca

Cablevision on
Mount Washington!

Access to 35+ channels 
plus movie channels 

(for an additional cost).
Interested in Cable Internet
access on Mount Washington?

Send us an e-mail at 
coastline@cablerocket.com

Visual Sound Store
Ph (250) 338-5177  
Fax (250) 334 0235
8A 625 Cliffe Avenue, 
Courtenay, B.C.

Rick Gibson
Peak Performance serving 

the Mount Washington Real
Estate market since 1989.

A Must See!
Pride of ownership is evident in
this truly ski-in/ski-out chalet locat-
ed in the Alpine Village. move
right in to this spotlessly clean and
tidy mountain home. Ideally locat-
ed close to everything, yet nestled
in the woods. Separate owners
suite down. New hardy plank exte-
rior and inside, you don’t need to
do a thing! Bright, spacious floor
plan. $289,900

• Corporate & Commercial Law  
• Civil Litigation • Wills & Estates
• Real Estate & Property Development
• ICBC Claims • Administrative Law
• Criminal Law • Divorce & Family

Ph: 334-2416  
Fax: 334-3198
email: gki@gkilaw.com

David L.
Gibson Paul R. 

Ives

505-5th Street, Courtenay Corner of 5th & Fitzgerald

Mark S.
Kelly

BUYING, OR RENOVATING?
✓ Unbiased Opinion

✓ Client Participation Encouraged
✓ Immediate Reports
✓ Home Reference Book
✓ Maintenance & Repair

Recommendations
✓ Prompt Service - Flexible Hours

1-800-667-0150
In the Comox Valley Phone: 339-5399

ibi@island.net

www.evergreensavings.com

For a free consultation
please contact your 
nearest branch:
Courtenay
Braidwood Centre 
250-703-0025 
Campbell River
Discovery Harbour
Branch 250-286-6205

Willow Point Express
Centre  250-923-0862

Residential Mortgages 
available for

Mountain Properties
Finance your mountain getaway at
Evergreen Savings and you’ll receive
flexible terms and competitive rates.

David L. Gibson

Mark S. Kelly

Paul R. Ives

Mark Burger



Voted 6th Most Popular 
  Restaurant in British Columbia!
       Beautiful British Columbia Magazine Readers Poll

Open Daily for
Lunch & Dinner

Reservations not required, but appreciated.

338-5406
1760 Riverside Lane, Courtenay

PLAYPLAY

STAYSTAY
Call Today to Book!
1-888-338-8439
crownisle.com Courtenay, BC
Price is per person per night, based on double occupancy. Subject to availability 
and applicable taxes. Some restrictions may apply. Valid until April 30, 2003

Ski Packages from only $89*

Golf Packages from only $79*

• Jacuzzi tub • Gas fireplace • Full kitchens
• Golf course views • On-site dining

ONLY 35 MINUTES FROM THE SLOPES!
4 1/2 STAR VILLAS

smile   highsmile   high
Vancouver    Island's

DEER LODGE
Get-Away Packages
Nightly Rates from $109 & Taxes

2 Day Weekday or Weekend
Packages from $155*
(includes two nights accommodation and two lift tickets each)

2 Day Packages from $379*
(Effective Jan. 5, 2003, includes five nights accommodation, 5 day lift ticket, 
8 hours of lessons, one Snow Tube pass, one dinner and one Apres Ski each)

Toll  Free: 1-877-845-4499
or 250-338-4383  Fax: 250-338-4366 
E-mail: dlreservations@mtwashington.ca

www.mountwashington.ca

Experience!

*Prices are per person, based on 
  four adults in a two bedroom, 
  prices do not include taxes and 
  are subject to availability.

AT  M O U N T  WA S H I N G T O N


