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The Boomerang will launch Mount Washington
into the next level of service for a destination
Alpine Resort: the steep and the deep, says
Mount Washington Alpine Resort President 
Peter Gibson.

“For the high-end customer, it’s going to be extreme-
ly exciting because this is a first for them,” Gibson said.
“We’ve had the powder, the face and the back basin,
but we didn’t have the unlimited black diamond and
double black diamond.”

The double black diamond territory is called
The Outback, and it’s 162 hectares (400 acres) serviced
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by a new, $3.5 million chairlift, the Boomerang Quad. 
The Boomerang is Canada’s first double off load chairlift; the addi-

tion of this lift gives riders 1,600 acres in bounds in which to play. It’s
also the second major chairlift expansion in two years: the 2003 sea-
son saw the Hawk high-speed 6ix Pak lift open up new terrain for the
novice and intermediate skiers. Gibson said the buzz is positive for the
Outback: early-bird season’s passes were at a record high in early
November, “so it’s obviously a good impact.” 

Resort representatives are banking on the new double black dia-
mond terrain drawing the customers who traditionally left the Island for 

Mount Washington sets high standards 
with a new lift and a third more terrain!

Bear Lodge 50% SOLD OUT! See page 3

Photo courtesy Mount Washington Alpine Resort
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contined on page 3
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News in Brief is a new feature at the
Marmot newspaper, encompassing
people, places and things at Mount
Washington.

The Resort has hired a new Director of
Outdoor Operations, Erik Meertens. He
joins Mount Washington from Sun Peaks
Resort. He’s already instituted a successful
recycling program in the maintenance shop.

Former lift operator George Trousdell is
now head of Lift Operations for Mount
Washington. He was in charge of building
the new Boomerang lift.

Why UK You Ask?
The real estate market at
Mount Washington is fluid,
constantly evolving and, this
year, moving swiftly.

In the last two years I’ve had easily 300
inquiries from the United Kingdom. It’s an
incredible source for buyers; out of all
those inquiries we’ve seen eight properties
purchased, including some units in the new
Bear Lodge currently under construction by
Appia Developments. This shows us that
the Comox Valley is no longer a secret.
People are coming to the Comox Valley for
the lifestyle we offer. What other ski area in
the world can you think of that has the
same snowfall as Mount Washington and is
45 minutes from 20 golf courses, two inter-
national airports, two major hospitals, fish-
ing, scuba diving, mountain biking - and is
affordable?

Purchasers are no longer looking at the
mountain as their ski place, they're looking
at it as their recreational property that they
can enjoy all four seasons of the year.
People interested in purchasing property
on Mount Washington are from all over the
world. I’m getting an average of 5,000
unique visits to my Web site every month,
which is pretty significant. And they’re
from all over the world: it’s amazing what
countries come up in my stats. Zimbabwe
has come up more than once; Samoa;
Iceland; some of the Soviet States;
Mongolia. I can only assume many of the
people from these areas who visit my Web
site are Canadians working overseas. One
of the buyers who has purchased a unit at
Bear Lodge is from Tampa. Florida. He
bought solely because of WestJet Airline’s
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entry into the Tampa market. Now he can
get from Tampa to the Valley inside of a
day. Missing on Mount Washington is the
Alberta market. However, we see them
buying in the Comox Valley and taking day
trips to the Resort, because they're leaving
the snow not coming to the snow. 

There are going to be more options for
buyers in the coming months. Bear Lodge
is half sold and it’s not even finished yet! A
small townhouse project is going to be
developed next summer along Nordic Way,
across from Strathcona Park. Called
”Wildwood at Strathcona”, these town-
houses will be a little more upscale than
any previous development on the moun-
tain. There is also talk of a hotel complex,
similar to Deer and Bear Lodges, which
will likely have smaller suites. The most
important aspect of this complex, though,
will be a retail component. Anything that
adds retail to the Resort will be significant.
One thing is for sure: the market is strong at
Mount Washington and the world has
noticed that it is still affordable.

The View From Here
Rick Gibson

Former Nordic lead hand Marc Lyster
has taken over Nordic operations from
Mark Paganielli. Lyster was lead hand for
two years and has a lot of experience with
nordic run grooming. He’s also well-
versed in the Resort's land use agreement
with Strathcona Park, through which
many of the nordic trails run.

Now that the road to Raven Lodge has
been paved, Mount Washington has peti-
tioned BC Parks to move the trailhead to
Paradise Meadows closer to the Lodge.
There is no parking available anymore on
the sides of the road near the existing trail-
head, and in the interests of safety (and
convenience) moving the trailhead would
move people closer to washroom facili-
ties. The trail head needs to be moved,
according to the Resort.

Public Relations man Dave Hampshire
is entering his fourth winter with the
Resort. Congratulations also go out to
Dave and his wife, Linda, who are expect-
ing their first child in April.

Did you know? Mountain resident Sue
Walker is a certified hummingbird bander.

Longtime Resort employees Sophie and
Tony Radomi are the proud parents of
twins. Sophie is a baker in food services
while Tony has been an instructor and
worked in the maintenance shop.

Stay tuned for a big announcement
next summer about accommodation and
retail space on Mount Washington.

www.rickgibson.ca

The Marmot On-line
Want to read past issues of the Marmot?

You can read them on the web at 
www.themarmot.ca

2005
IMPREZA 2.5RS

Sport Wagon

“Where the name
is up front and
the family stands
behind it.”

Bob Saunders

THE PERFECT 
ALL-SEASON CAR.

SUBARU ALL WHEEL DRIVE DAYS ON NOW.

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE 2005
IMPREZA 2.5RS SPORT WAGON.
It’s the vehicle for people who want All-Wheel Drive perform-
ance this winter, without SUV gas mileage. In fact, even with
an automatic transmission, it still uses only 7.6 litres of gas
in 100km of highway driving. Even with Subaru’s famed sym-
metrical All-Wheel Drive. So if you want superb traction and
control on any road surface, plus a break at the gas pumps,
you’ll love the Impreza 2.5RS Sport Wagon. See it at Saunders
Subaru before the bad weather settles in.

FINANCING FROM

2.8%
UP to 36 Months

FINANCING FROM

2.8%*
UP to 36 Months

*2.8% financing available up to 36 months on selected Impreza models. Offer cannot
be combined with other promotions. Other finance rates available, see dealer for
details. Offer applicable OAC. All Subarus come with a 5-year warranty and 3-year
CAA Emergency Roadside Assistance.



Page 3T H E  M O U N T  W A S H I N G T O N  M A R M O T  •  W I N T E R  2 0 0 4 ~ S P R I N G  2 0 0 5

The Outback
continued from page 1

the thrill. “It definitely gives us an edge we
haven’t had before,” he said. 

The new terrain fits in with the Resort’s
direction of creating a destination market
for people who like to play on snow. In
informal customer polls last year the num-
ber one item on their wish list was more
terrain, and number two was “steep and
deep”, Gibson said. “You have to look at
number three as planned progression.”
With the progression of lift development —
the Eagle and Hawk chairlifts — it allowed
more people to get to the top of the moun-
tain. the second upgrade, the Hawk,
opened things up to the novice and inter-
mediate.

“This (Boomerang) is the logical next
step in looking at the high end.” He said
the questions that customers are going to
start asking as they consider Mount
Washington as a place to come for an
extended holiday are: How much acreage?
How much powder? How much black dia-
mond terrain? The Resort can now answer
those questions with confidence.

The Boomerang will operate at different
hours from the Resort’s other lifts: it will be
open from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. The later
opening gives Resort staff time to go into
the Outback and stabilize the slopes to
minimize any risk of an avalanche. The
earlier shut-down time will give staff
enough time before daylight wanes to
ensure all skiers and boarders get down
from the Outback safely.

Gibson reminds skiers that the Outback
is aptly named. “It’s not going to get the
level of attention that other slopes get with
the winch cats and groomers,” he said. “It’s
an area you just can’t groom; it’s just too
steep. It’s the Outback, and it will be treat-
ed that way.”

Gibson added that only 15 per cent of
the Resort’s clientele will be able to take
advantage of the new Outback terrain, and
the Resort has an obligation to make sure
its core product is maintained.

Gibson is up front with customers want-
ing to ride the Boomerang that there will be
days the lift won’t open on time. Staff can’t
get into the site to blast for avalanche con-
trol until daylight. “We’re going to be doing
everything we can to make sure we open as
often as we can.”

Nordic skiing is about to take the
spotlight at Mount Washington
Alpine Resort, putting the Resort in 
a unique position as compared to
other Ski Resorts in British Columbia.

"There's a myth out there that you can't
make money at cross-country skiing.
Before you make money at anything you
first have to invest in it. I think we're the
first to invest capital funding in cross-coun-
try skiing," says Resort President Peter
Gibson. "We've taken a very different step
and built a facility just for cross-country
skiers."

In 2001 the Resort spent a million dol-
lars and built Raven Lodge, a dedicated
cross-country, or Nordic, skiing facility,
one kilometre past where the old Nordic
building had been located. Now, just three
years later, there are many days during the
ski season when Raven is packed with
skiers, Gibson said.

"Our numbers have been growing ever
since we built Raven Lodge," said Marc
Lyster, Director of Nordic Operations at
Mount Washington. And visitors are spend-

ing increasing amounts of time on the
mountain, he said.

"What we've invested has allowed us to
grow the program that we had obviously
outgrown many years before in the old
Nordic Lodge," said Dave Hampshire, pub-
lic relations co-ordinator at Mount
Washington.

Lyster, newly crowned as the Director of
Nordic Operations, sees the new focus on
Nordic as a career opportunity leading up
to the 2010 Olympics. It's also a growth
opportunity for the Resort. "(Nordic) is
going to be growing," Lyster said. "We need
to do the development now to get people
coming to the Resort. We can't wait until
2008. "It's going to grow and expand over
the next few years, for sure."

Lyster said his five-year plan for the
Nordic facility includes developing race
trails for the Strathcona Nordics Ski Club
that are set up for the podium, in front of
the Raven Lodge. A trails crew spent time
last summer getting the trails ready so
grooming crews don't have to wait for the

continued on page 23

Proposed Nordic Training Facility site concept

Nordic Training Facilities 
‘Ready’ for the Olympics

Steep and deep is the name of the game
in The Outback

Photo courtesy Mount Washington Alpine Resort
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Tel: 250-338-1386 • Reservations: 1-888-231-1499 • www.mountwashington.ca

Big Mountain Riders!
Free ride program for skiers and boarders ages 13 to 18.

Sundays (10 am to 3 pm) for 10 weeks only $299

Night Discovery
Progress from a first time rider to sliding down the mountain with confidence!

Program runs monthly for 4 consecutive weeks - $99

Mountain Kidz  BUMPS & JUMPS
TEN WEEK program for kidz 7 to 12 years developing freestyle skills in a fun environment.  

Sundays starting Jan. 9 to March 13  (9:30 am to 3 pm) for only $299

                                               Lift Tickets not included, taxes extra

“Outback” Private Session 
Level 3 and 4 pros take you into the double black.  
Learn to ski and ride trees, steeps, chutes and glades!

$99 2 hours (9 am and 1 pm)

Mount Washington Masters (19+)
Master your goals with the same snow pro over successive weeks. 

Choose from 6 Week programs offered 
Wednesdays and Thursdays for only $99 or
a 10 week program offered on Sundays for only $159.

2 0 0 4
2 0 0 5

Check out all of the Snow School and Mountain Kidz programs on line at www.mountwashington.ca



Winter is shaping up to be the most
exciting Mount Washington Alpine
Resort has ever had, says a Mount
Washington representative.

”We’re adding a lift and 400 acres of
new terrain...it’s one of the biggest
announcements we’ve ever made,” they
said. The Boomerang chairlift into MacKay
Lake opened with the season in early
December, opening up the Outback: one-
third more terrain than the resort had last
year. And it’s all double-black diamond
runs for the expert skiers.

”People that have been skiing here for
25 years, they needed it. Their skill sets
have progressed,” they said. ”I’ve been
hearing from people ‘now I don’t have to
go to Whistler’.” The Boomerang has a
steeper incline than the peak chair at
Whistler, they noted.

Opening up the Outback terrain means
Mount Washington now has extreme skiing
and snowboarding at the Resort, says Dave
Hampshire, Resort Public Relations. As
such, the Resort will hold its first-ever
Extreme Skiing event in March. “Basically,
that’s people leaping off cliffs with skis on,
in front of judges,” he said. 

The other thing the Resort is doing this
year is a “Guys’ Week”. “We’ve had the
Women’s Week for the last four years and
that’s been successful; why not one for the
guys?” Hampshire said. The week will fea-
ture discounted activities, catered lunches,
group lessons and aprés excitement. 

Resort personnel are predicting more
business at Raven Lodge this winter, now
that the road has been paved all the way
into the lodge. The lodge is open for dinner
between 5-9 p.m. Thursdays
through Sundays.

400 New Acres and More
for 2004 Winter Season
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The Friday night ”fondue and snowshoe”
event is also gaining in popularity, Resort
President Peter Gibson said.

Also available this winter will be a pair
of new adventures; dog sledding and back
country snow camping. The high Arctic has
made its way to Mount Washington with an
authentic dog sled ride courtesy of Arctic
Light Kennels. A guide will lead his team of
dogs on a thrilling, one-hour ride through
winding trails in Paradise Meadows. Dog
sledding is available Wednesday through
Sunday; pre-booking is required. Cost is
$69 per adult with a two-adult minimum
(children 12 and under cost $59).

A company called Outer Limits is offer-
ing back country day excursions and snow
camping. A one-day tour into the back
country includes a trip to the summit of lit-
tle Washington for 360-degree views.

These trips include requisite avalanche
gear, a guide, trail pass and bag lunch. The
snow camping includes a day of touring
and back country navigation coupled with
an overnight stay at a base camp.

The Outback is a long waited dream 
come true for the more advanced 
skiers and borders.

Summer 2004
in Review

”It was our best summer ever.” 
So says just about everyone at 
Mount Washington Alpine Resort.

And that despite four weeks of bad
weather in the height of the busy season.
”We’re up about 25 per cent on overall rev-
enue for the summertime,” said Resort
Management. Although they didn’t have
exact visitor numbers, they said they came
close to reaching their projections of
25,000 chairlift rides. “Visitors spend more
money when they were here and did more
things,”. Last summer the Resort offered
“alpine action packs” combining chairlift
rides with access to disc golf and mini-golf,
which people took advantage of. 

”Mountain biking was a huge success for
us. We were more than double what we
did last year,” they said, both in mountain
bike passes and visitations. ”A big part of
that was opening up the intermediate and
novice terrain, which allowed us to open it
up to families.” 

continued on page 23

Photo courtesy
Mount Washington

Alpine Resort
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250-338-8522 •  1-888-223-4411  •  4911 N. Isl. Hwy, Courtenay, BC  V9N 5Y9

• WOOD STOVES & CHIMNEYS

• GAS FIREPLACE SERVICE

• CHIMNEY SWEEPING

• INSTALLATION OF ALL GAS APPLIANCES

• RE-LINING OF WOODSTOVE CHIMNEYS

• HOT TUB SALES AND SERVICE

• BBQs FOR EVERY BUDGET

Bear Lodge
Set to Open

It’s been a bear of a project, but Bear
Lodge is almost complete. And it's
already half sold, says Rick Gibson 
of Royal LePage.

The foundation for Bear Lodge was
poured in 1995, at the same time as Deer
Lodge, but then the building market went
soft and Appia Developments decided to
put the lodge on hold. It was eight long
years before Appia picked up the project
again.

Bear Lodge features 59 fully-furnished
condo units in one, two and three bedroom
configurations. People have been clamor-
ing for units for the past two years, but it
was only this fall that Gibson got the go-
ahead to start selling. ”We’ve got pur-
chasers from the States, from Great Britain
and the Lower Mainland, but primarily
Vancouver Island,” he said.

Bear Lodge will be very similar to its sis-
ter development, Deer Lodge. Some of the
floor plans are slightly different, and the
exterior has been built with rain-screen
technology to prevent leaky condo syn-
drome, Gibson said. Bear Lodge should be
finished this ski season. 

For more information about the lodge
phone Gibson at (250) 334-3124 or
e-mail him at <rick@rickgibson.ca>.
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grooming and the other
stuff that goes on outside;
lessons, programs, etc.,”
he said. It’s basically the
same tasks he looked after
as lead hand, except now
he is also in charge of the
budgets and paperwork.

Lyster was born and
raised in the Comox
Valley, in Black Creek. He
did not learn to ski until he
was 12, then didn’t really
start skiing until he was
20, he says. “My Dad was
really big into snowmobil-
ing so I learned to ride a
snowmobile when I was
seven or eight,” he says.

“That was before the
(resort) was even there.”
He has spent the past nine
years working at Mount
Washington, eight of them
living on the mountain -
and the past three year-
round, as he worked on
the trail crew and doing
first aid in the summers.
This will be his first year

since the big snow of 1996 living off the
mountain, he says. He even spent three
summers working at Mt. Buffalo, a small
family ski resort in Victoria, Australia, on an
exchange Mount Washington has with the
resort Down Under. He was an instructor,
but also ran the rental shop, did grooming
and snowmaking as well as other odd jobs
at the 20-employee ski hill. “I cooked
breakfast; I looked after kids,” he says.

In his spare time Lyster likes to ride his
mountain bike; in the winter it's skate-ski-
ing, which he likes for the endurance.”I
spend most of my time mountain biking
and skiing,” he says.

Marc Lyster is the new Nordic boss 
at Mount Washington Alpine Resort.
Lyster takes over from Mark Paganelli,
who ran the program for the past four
years.

However, Lyster is no stranger to Nordic
operations at Raven Lodge. He was
Paganelli’s lead hand for three years, and
spent last year grooming the 55 kilometres
of track set and skating trails that loop into
and out of Paradise Meadows. Now, he’s in
charge.

”I look after the operational side of
Nordic including the rental shop, making
sure the retail’s running well. I look after

Page 5

New Nordic Boss Looks 
Forward to the Future

Mount Washington is about to be 
hit with a building boom. Bear Lodge
is just the start of a fresh spate of
construction, which also saw a new
chalet built along Nordic Way, 
foundations laid for two more in the
Alpine Village and plans for a new
townhouse development next summer,
says Realtor Rick Gibson of Royal
LePage in the Comox Valley.

There’s also talk that a hotel will be built
next year, although no one is naming
names. “We had a development permit for
a Victoria developer to do the digging for a
50-unit condo lodge with some significant
retail space,” said Jay Oddleifson, who
looks after development and planning for
Mount Washington Alpine Resort. “We ran
out of time in the summer to dig the hole,
so we will proceed in the spring. Stay tuned
for a major announcement.”

The hotel complex would be located
between the Alpine lodge and Deer Lodge
and would include retail/commercial
space. Oddleifson and Gibson both agree

Building Boom Hitting
Mount Washington 

that a retail component is “sorely needed”
at the Resort. “Retail space will be very sig-
nificant for the development of Mount
Washington,” Gibson said. “The biggest
thing that new project will do for every-
body on the mountain is create a nucleus
or heartbeat of a commercial centre on the
mountain. That’s one thing that has been
missing from the Mount Washington recre-
ational experience.”

The suites in the proposed hotel will
probably be smaller than those found in
Deer and Bear Lodges, he added.
Oddleifson said developers are planning
two new subdivisions along Nordic Way:
one to be on a pie-shaped piece of proper-
ty near another chalet that was built this
summer and also near the old Nordic
Lodge (where Pizza Mogul is located).

Gibson said one of the subdivisions will
be a townhouse complex near the Hawk
chairlift, across from Strathcona Park.
Called “Wildwood at Strathcona”, the
townhouse complex will be a bit more
upscale than anything the Resort has seen
in the past.                 continued on page 23

Photo: Rick Gibson

Photo: Susan Quinn
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ANCO MOTEL 66 rooms (37 new) air con-
ditioned, kitchenettes, Internet access,
cable TV, in-room coffee/tea, coin laundry,
seasonal outdoor pool, non-smoking/smok-
ing units. Close to restaurants, shopping,
golf, fishing, hiking and Mount Washington
Alpine Resort.

BATES BEACH OCEANFRONT RESORT over-
looking inside passage to Alaska, and the
Coastal Mountains. Full hookup, R.V. Sites,
heated washrooms, laundromat, PLUS ocean-
front condominium units. Trailer storage avail-
able.

BILLY D'S PUB & BISTRO "HOME OF THE 55
MARTINIS" on 5th Street, downtown
Courtenay. We are known for our large por-
tions, daily specials, wonderful servers and a
fun atmosphere. Come in and try our specially
priced Billy D's Lite and Dark Lager.

CIBC WOOD GUNDY is proud to support ski-
ing through sponsorship of the Strathcona
Nordics and their Childrens Learn to Ski pro-
gram. For more information, please call Rick
Morson at (250) 703-5383.

Hungry
for a new

experience? Check
out the awesome 
marine reptile dinosaurs
in the Courtenay Museum!

--

- -

Antiques, Etc.
308 Fifth Street

Downtown Courtenay

334-4676

CLEAN, COMFORTABLE, AFFORDABLE ACCOMMODATION
All Major Credit & Debit Cards Accepted

TOLLFREE: 1-877-393-2200
PH: 250-334-2451   FAX: 250-334-3420

ancocourtenay@shaw.ca  •  1885 Cliffe Ave, Courtenay, BC V9N 2K9

• 66 Rooms
• Kitchenettes
• Cable TV

• Internet Access Units
• Coin Laundry Facilities
•In-Room Coffee & Tea

• Non-smoking & Smoking Units Available

• RV Camping
• 1 & 2 Bedroom Oceanfront Condos

(250) 334-4154
www.batesbeach.bc.ca

Wood, glass, silver, 
pottery & more!

G A L L E R Y  S H O P

367 FOURTH STREET
DOWNTOWN COURTENAY

TEL: 250-338-6211

STAY & PLAY...
The Comox Valley offers everything from dynamic
urban culture, retail, dining and entertainment to
charming rural accommodations, galleries, shops 
and attractions.

Be sure to visit Courtenay, Comox, Cumberland
and the beautiful rural areas that surround

these communities.  Explore one of our many
municipal and regional parks, greenways and beach

walks, discover our past at four fascinating museums, or ski
and golf in the same day!  All this, and more are yours to discover

in the Comox Valley!

Enjoy a relaxing spa on your visit to the Comox Valley.

Photos: Neil Havers

A GENTLER TIME, Antiques Etc. (Corner
5th & Duncan) Renowned for their stun-
ning window displays and excellent prices,
collectors, interior decorators and returning
visitors make it a priority to shop here first.

Quality heirlooms & one-of-a-kind
collectables arrive daily. A

store for all seasons, but
e s p e c i a l l y
C h r i s t m a s !
Open daily 10 -

5, Sundays 12 - 4.

ATLAS CAFE is a global experience with a
world of choices! ATLAS serves fresh and
innovative cuisine for breakfast, lunch and
dinner. Diners will appreciate the warm
and inviting vibe and we feature fresh
desserts, espressos, juices, kids menu and
nightly specials. ATLAS CAFE is licensed
and non-smoking.

The Comox Valley Airport is a people
friendly gateway to the area for 
local and international 
travellers.
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The COMOX VALLEY ART GALLERY, the
regional public gallery, offers contempo-
rary exhibition programming with a new
show every SIX  weeks. Our Gallery Shop
carries a juried selection of high quality,
original design works showcasing the best
of local  and regional crafts. For contempo-
rary art, pottery, jewellery and more, CVAG
invites you to come in and enjoy!

DESTINATIONS is a job placement agency
sponsored by B.C.'s tourism industry, pro-
vides a service to employers in the tourism,
hospitality and retail fields. In its 10th year
of operation, DESTINATIONS saves
employers time, energy and money.

Vibrant, eclectic, fun and unique . . .
DOWNTOWN COURTENAY has a classic
charm that is not often found, and well
worth the visit! From cozy bookshops to
cutting edge fashion, fresh flowers to hand-
made chocolates, antique treasurers to fos-
sil discovery tours, DOWNTOWN
COURTENAY has something for everyone.
Add to this a wide range of restaurants, a
fabulous museum, theatre, cinema, parks,
art galleries and more.

FINE AUDIO is an Audio & Home Threatre
store specializing in quality, affordable sys-
tems and components along with real serv-
ice. We select our products carefully with
price and performance in mind. If you love
music, you will love FINE AUDIO.

GEORGIA STRAIGHT TOWING serving
the Comox Valley for over 25 years!
BCAA, Roadside Assistance, ICBC
Approved Towing.  Professional service,

recovery and towing: anytime, anywhere.
Open 24 hours a day 365 days a year.

GRAHAM'S JEWELLERS, a family operated
business, has been serving the Comox
Valley for 34 years.  At GRAHAM'S they
offer a selection of fine jewellery and gift-
ware such as Swarovski, Waterford Crystal,
etc.  All jewellery repair is done locally by
a qualified goldsmith.

KRADLE'S BABY BOUTIQUE is known
throughout the Comox Valley for its unique
quality gift and clothing products. KRA-
DLE'S feature brand names such as Avent,
Kushies, Robeez, Baby Bjorn, Lamaze,
Kidorable Rainwear, and Zooper Strollers.
Clothing sizes range from newborn to size
6X. KRADLE'S is conveniently located on
5th Street in downtown Courtenay and is
open 6 days a week 10:00 - 5:00.

Dine wel l  for  d inner  or  lunch a t
MARTINE'S overlooking Comox Marina.
The menu, features fresh flavors of west
coast seafood and enticing juicy meats, all
served with international flair. The atmos-
phere at MARTINE'S is relaxing, the staff
convivial, and the decor comfortably styl-
ish. Indulge in good wines and fun
Martinis.  Open 7 nights a week with live
music for your pleasure on Sundays.

MID ISLAND GIFTS You are invited!
Come and see . . . . our brighter, larger
location in the new Comox Valley Air
Terminal.  We've added many more local
producers and artists in your island
favourites.  Extended winter hours for 2004
- 2005 . . . . . 339-0332.

Discover the ultimate in relaxed comfort at
PENNY TYME FASHIONS. This outlet of fash-
ion, features wash and wear suedes, the latest
fashions from Canada and Europe, Tommy
Bahama silks and much more. Make time for
Penny Tyme Fashions - your FIRST stop for
affordable, quality - timeless lifestyle fashions!

THE RIDING FOOL HOSTEL in historic
downtown Cumberland, is Tourism B.C.
Approved.  The Hostel offers a fully equipped
kitchen, wood stove, pool table, gear storage,
wood floors and a cafe' on site.  Purchase a
discounted lift ticket as part of your "stay and
play" package. For reservations call 1-888-
313-3665, www.ridingfool.com

Getting you
down the 
mountain
SAFELY
for more 
than 20 years!

C O L L I S I O N  &  T O W I N G

338-9899

• Fine Jewellry • Diamonds 
• Watches • China • Crystal

“The Store with the Clock”
261 5th St., Courtenay • 334-4523

On 8th Street in the heart of downtown.
• Golfing • Skiing • Horseback Riding • Live Theatre

• Diving • Fishing • Hiking • Shopping

Our on-site amenities include:
• 8th Street Bistro for family dining • Off-Track Horse
Betting Lounge • Arbuckle Pub • Arbutus Liquor, Cold

Beer & Wine Store adjacent to the hotel.

275 8th St, Courtenay • email:howardjohnson@shaw.ca

(250) 334-3121  •  Toll Free 1-800-663-2146

226-5th Street, Courtenay
703-9516

"Kidorable"
...we think so.

Raincoats, Umbrellas, 
Boots & Backpacks.

Available at

Lunch Weekdays. Dinner every night.

Dine well.

SHOP & DINE!

The Comox Valley boasts a wide variety of restaurants, pubs and bistros
guaranteed to please visitors on a ski trip or a summer visit.

• A JOB PLACEMENT SERVICE for EMPLOYERS
• We SAVE EMPLOYERS MONEY, TIME & ENERGY
• Sponsored by BC’s Tourism Industry
• CALL US for more information

Ph: 334-9823211-2270 Cliffe Ave., 
Courtenay, BC

Photo: Neil Havers
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Feeling romantic?  Visit THE ROMANCE SHOP
on Cliffe Avenue, near 5th.  This upscale Adult
Boutique is where lovers and romantics of all
ages shop. Celebrating 10 years of Romantic
and Erotic Adventures.  We are the Romance
Experts!  Finest quality massage oils, personal
lubricants and sexy lingerie. Browse through
the amazing and fun sex toy department. Book
your Romance Home Party today.  Stores in
Victoria, Duncan, Courtenay.

TOSCANOS TRATTORIA serves upscale
Italian cuisine - Hourbourside in Comox. The
best veal and pasta, lovingly prepared and
served by Bill and Wendy. Casual dining for
family and friends, with weekly specials.

TITA'S MEXICAN RESTAURANT A season-
ally changing menu of fresh authentic
Mexican cuisine inspired by the freshest
local produce and seafood, fresh fruit mar-
garitas, great service, warm and friendly
atmosphere with two cozy fireplaces,
Mexican hot chocolate, Kid's menu. Take
out available. Open 4:30 p.m. to 10:00
p.m. daily.

TULIO's CASITA offers Fine Dining with a
Mediterranean flavour. Family owned and
operated, TULIO's has been serving the

Comox Valley for over 25 years. To enjoy
their specialties of Steak, Schnitzel,
Seafood or Lamb at your favourite table,
call your Host Teresa at 338-6031 for a
reservation. Open Tuesday to Saturday, 625
Cliffe Avenue - at 6th in beautiful down-
town Courtenay.

UNION STREET GRILL AND GROTTO is a
combination of full service restaurant with
Cafe Lounge and Tapas Bar.  We feature
family dining with innovative foods for
everyone, warm atmosphere and a vast
selection of handpicked jazz and blues.
UNION STREET GROTTO is open for
breakfast, lunch and dinner with fast food,
take out, Tapas and is fully licensed.  The
GRILL is open for lunch and dinner
Monday thru Saturday.
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~ ~ Featuring Local Artists  Featuring Local Artists  ~~ ~ Featuring Local Artists  Featuring Local Artists  ~
• Bev Byerley
• Bill Maximick
• Brian Scott
• Joe Smith

• Mark Hobson
• Clive Powsey

• Margaret Selkirk
• Judi Wild

at the Comox Valley Airport

with the best
in comfortable, 
quality clothing.

Conveniently located 
in dowtown 
Courtenay.

442-D Duncan Ave., Courtenay   Tel: 250-334-2447

A Unique Boutique... 

Tourismm BCC Approved

Riding Fool
Hostel

dorm 17.99 private 44.99

1-888-313-3665

Downtown Cumberland BC

Open every day.www.vpo.ca
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219 Fifth Street

COURTENAY

Now with

Backcountry 
and

Tele Gear!
Short stroll to Comox Marina

Open for Lunch & Dinner
Your hosts: Wendy & Bill Meade

Reservations Recommended (for 6 or more)

Tel: 250-890-7575
140 Port Augusta, Comox

FINE 
ITALIAN
CUISINE

Own a piece of Paradise! Call Rick Gibson 250-334-3124
Royal LePage in the Comox Valley  • www.rickgibson.ca

A visit to the Comox Valley is not complete without taking time to shop for a special gift,
keepsake or some original art, pottery and much more.

Ltd.

Fine Cuisine
Steaks - Seafood - Schnitzel

Fully Licensed Dining Room
Open at 5 pm Mondays to Saturdays, closed Sundays

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

PH: 338-6031
8 -625 CLIFFE AVENUE

COURTENAY, BC

VALHALLA PURE OUTFITTERS are Canada's
"MOUNTAIN SPORTS" Specialists! They pride
themselves on having the BEST gear from the
BEST brands at the BEST prices - Guaranteed!
They feature ~Valhalla Pure~ outdoor cloth-
ing, made right here in B.C. plus they have an
amazing selection of outdoor clothing,
footwear, backpacks, climbing equipment and
travel accessories and have just added back-
country gear to their offerings. Let it snow!
VALHALLA PURE OUTFITTERS . . . for the
adventure! All locations open every day!

Looking for things to do
in the Comox Valley? 

Complete lists are are available at
www.comoxvalleychamber.com or

www.comox-valley-tourism.ca

Photo: Neil Havers

Deli • Lounge • Tapas Bar
477 Fifth Street • 897-0081

Deli • Lounge • Tapas Bar
477 Fifth Street • 897-0081
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Property owners at Mount
Washington are busy with the Mount
Washington Community Association
(MWCA), changing the association's
articles so that its board members 
are directly responsible to owners. 

The community association was formed
a few years ago to represent property own-
ers in such issues as governance options,
promoting a safe, recreational use of
Mount Washington, building a public safe-
ty facility and promoting harmony and co-
operation between all strata corporations,
the alpine resort, business and commercial
owners on the mountain as well as govern-
ment regulatory bodies, chairman Al
Walker said.

While the association's focus last year
was on the public safety facility, that is but
one facet, Walker said. The MWCA has
also dealt with transportation and road
issues, snow clearing and other issues that
effect the Mount Washington Community. 

The Association last year met with the
Ministry of Transportation and Highways to
deal with newly created traffic issues on
Henry Road. The Board has also expressed
concern about the safety of  the corner of
Nordic and Strathcona Parkway - a corner
that board members says is "very dark and
hazardous. Every single motor vehicle has

difficulty navigating this corner properly
and it needs to be attended to now,"
according to Board minutes from
November. The Association would like the
Ministry to install a light or some manner of
ensuring that this is a safe corner.

High on the MWCA's agenda is the
emergency services building. Last year a
proposed building was narrowly turned
down in a petition conducted by the
Regional District of Comox-Strathcona. 

However, both the MWCA and the
Resort agree that at the very least, a fire hall
is necessary for the owners' protection and
the Resort's progression.

The Resort has agreed to fund another
study, this time with the MWCA's input.
Ryan Thorburn arranged to have someone
in the fire service help the Association
assemble a needs list for a fire facility and
accompanying equipment. 

There will be changes this time around,
the Association decided at a meeting in
November. Board members will clarify
who is an "elector" in any petition, and put
this in writing to avoid the same confusion
that occurred last year. 

For more information on the community
association or an update on the emergency
services building, visit the new Web site at
www.mwcommunity.com.

Mount Washington Community Assn.
Focuses on Community Safety Issues

The Comox Valley Airport has gone
international. Air Transat Holidays
began offering charters from Comox
to Puerto Vallarta at the beginning 
of December. 

Air Transat had all but sold out its
Christmas season by late October, and
Spring Break was fully booked by then, air-
port general manager Chuck Fast said.

”They’re really happy with the pre-sell-
ing,” Fast said in a November interview. Air
Transat is also offering a through-fare to
Calgary for $100, which connects travellers
to all of its other flight destinations.

Air Transat’s charters come on the heels
of the Comox Valley Airport earning
national recognition for its high level of
customer satisfaction, Fast said. Comox
scored a 4.49 rating (out of 5.0) for airports
with less than 500,000 passengers in the
InterVISTAS-run survey. The survey was

conducted in August, four months after the
new F/O C. Cottingham Terminal opened.

”The 2004 survey results suggest that
passengers are extremely satisfied with the
new terminal building at Comox Valley
Airport,” InterVISTAS wrote in its findings.
The high satisfaction score was a significant
improvement over the weak 3.52 rating
recorded in 2003, InterVISTAS said. 

Fast still didn’t have word on whether
Horizon Air was going to start servicing a
Comox-Seattle run, which he had high
hopes for last year. He did say, however,
that private charter business is picking up
for the airport. More and more visitors are
chartering aircraft or bringing in private air-
craft to drop them off in Comox while they
ski or golf, Fast said. For those who need to
overnight their aircraft, Fast sends them on
to Campbell River Airport, which is half an
hour from Strathcona Parkway.

Comox Valley Airport
Goes International

Tire Chains, Ski Carriers, Snowshoes,
Outdoor Clothing and Accessories to 

get you off and running for the outdoors.

287 N. Isl. Hwy., Courtenay • 338-0101
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They're called the "Mountain Boys",
and they're bounding down a snow-
packed pathway in the Alpine Village:
Stewart, nine, in his shirt sleeves,
Andy, six, ever-polite as he offers to
carry a visitor's camera bag, and
Damien, four, bringing up the rear
with his snow-leaping talents and
urgent sense of curiosity.

Their mother, Sue Walker, follows grace-
fully in a long, gray skirt and black turtle-
neck, while father Al Walker greets every-
one with hugs and grins-back from a day at
his business in town, Walker Technologies
Ltd. The Walker boys have grown up on the
mountain, with Strathcona Park as their
backyard, Mount Washington Alpine
Resort as their playground and mother Sue
as their social, emotional and intellectual
grounding. 

The Walkers have been visiting Mount
Washington since 1992, when Al and Sue
came every other weekend from Victoria to
ski. When Sue was pregnant with Stewart

she told Al she didn't want to be dragging
a high chair and other baby-related gear to
rented chalets, so they bought a place.The
tri-level chalet was built by Mount
Washington founder Henry Norie and has
served the family well, says Sue (there are
altogether six children in the family:
Natalie, 22 and Tyler, 18, both live on their
own now, while Harrison, 16, is living with
the family this year and commuting every
day to G.P. Vanier Secondary School in
Courtenay).

Steller's Jays crowd a loaded bird feeder
outside the Walkers' dining room window
as Damien brings treasures to the large,
solid wood table to show a visitor. This
time a Rescue Hero, the next a pair of crys-
tals - an amethyst and a quartz, he says
proudly. The boys gladly bound downstairs
to show off their "school room" - the long
wooden counter where their computer ter-
minals are set up, flanked with an organized
bookshelf in the rear and Stewart's sleeping
area behind a pair of woolen blankets to
one side (It's a perfect area for a theatre, to

fuel the boys' creativity, says Sue).
In the pantry downstairs Sue has squir-

reled away enough food to last the family
throughout the winter. She learned to can
last year, and this year learned to make
pickles. When she goes grocery shopping
she will spend $2,000 at one time to stock
up for winter. "It's like a 7-11 down here,"
she says, chuckling. "We make use of all
the space that we can," she adds, looking
around the chalet, natural light flooding the
picture windows. "We moved from a five-
acre plot and 3,000-square-foot house to a
50-foot-square circle on a strata lot, and it's
all vertical. We don't have closets. We
don't have dressers for the kids. Things get
shoved under the bed in crates," she said.

She's been known to move a wall if it's
in her way, and she's always moving furni-
ture around to find the most efficient living
space. All this organizing takes work, and
Sue prefers to use a spreadsheet to help her.
"It's quite challenging," she admits. "Living
up here is interesting. You think you need
something so you put it on your list and a
few days go by...all of a sudden you realize
you don't need it anymore, because you
made do," she said. "When you live up
here (full time) you can't just run into town,
especially with these guys - it's a big
event."

The Mountain Boys are three of a list of
Mount Washington children who are home
schooled. They are registered with the
North Island Distance Education School
(NIDES) in Courtenay, and Sue teaches
them every day. The flexibility of the chil-
dren's programs allows them to start early
and end early, meaning they have the
entire afternoon to play in their "backyard":
Strathcona Park and Mount Washington
Alpine Resort. 

The whole family can often be seen
snowshoeing or cross-country skiing, Al
said. "Quite often we'll take time off of
school and take our books and art supplies,
and sit on a small bridge and have 'art in
the park'," Sue said. The boys held their
own Terry Fox Run in October, running the
three-kilometre loop in Paradise Meadows.

They raised $42.
The adult Walkers are involved in moun-

tain life in their own way. Al is chairman of
the Mount Washington Community
Association. Sue was involved in Strata 799
until earlier this year. The whole family has
season passes to the Alpine Resort.

The lifestyle of living year-round on the
mountain, while challenging, is rewarding,
the Walkers agree. "It's a very happy
house," says Sue. It's a dream come true,
adds Al. "When I was in my teenage years
I visited a ski cabin on Grouse Mountain (in
the Lower Mainland). I decided right then
that I wanted to live on a mountain," he
said. "Plus it's a fantastic opportunity for
the boys."

Meet the Mountain Boys
Meet the Walker family, parents Sue and Al 
and their boys Stewart, Andy and Damien.

Below: Walker family home

Photo: Susan Quinn

INTRODUCES THE ALL NEW 2005 OUTBACK 2.5XT!

2005

SYMMETRICAL FULL-TIME ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

3 CHOICES OF ENGINES:
• 2.5L 168hp
• 2.5L 250hp Turbo
• 3.0L 250hp

CHILD SAFETY
REAR DOOR 
LOCK SYSTEM

ALLOY WHEELS

PREMIUM ABS 
4-WHEEL/4-CHANNEL
/4-SENSOR

ULTIMATE COMFORT AND LUXURY
WITH 8-WAY POWER DRIVER’S SEAT, FRONT HEATED SEATS 

& AM/FM/CD WITH PREMIUM 6-SPEAKER SOUND SYSTEM

OUTBACK 2.5i
M.S.R.P. FROM

$32,995
*

DRIVE THE REINVENTED, 
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE 
SUBARU OUTBACK

M.S.R.P. $ 32,995 at $396.00 per month, $3,995 down payment, $0 security deposit, for a 48 month term. Offer available at participating 
dealers only. Financing example $10,000 @ 1.8% per annum equals $424.52 per month for24 months. Cost of borrowing 188.48 for an 
obligation of $10,188.48. See dealer for details of other available financing and full disclosure leasing options.

THREE POINT MOTORS NANAIMO LTD.

303 Terminal Avenue,  Nanaimo BC  V9R 5C7  •  Tel :  (250) 753-1444    
Toll Free : 1-877-490-9844  •  www.threepointnanaimo.com

BRITISH COLUMBIA IS SUBARU COUNTRY

Conveniently located
between Zellers and
Walmart off Kilpatrick.
Open 7 am - 8 pm, 
7 days a week
334-8087 

Fill up 
before you 
head home!
Plates is a fun,
family oriented 
restaurant, kids
enjoy the play 
area while you 
enjoy your food!

#3 468-29th Street, Courtenay

Comox Harbour

Island Highway 19 A

Courtenay Connector to  
Island Highway 19

Kilpatrick Ave.

Driftwood
MallFuture

Shop

Walmart

To Mount WashingtonTo Nanaimo & Victoria



A C C O M M O D A T I O N S
&  E V E N T S  G U I D E

A C C O M M O D A T I O N S
&  E V E N T S  G U I D E

This winter Mount Washington is hosting special events all winter long; from the romantic to the 
ridiculous, from competitive to just plain fun! Check out the events below and join in the fun!

Dec 11 Grand Opening of The 
Boomerang Chairlift! Be one of the first 
to ride our latest lift - The Boomerang! 
(conditions permitting)

Dec 22 Carols By Candlelight 
Come and sing your favorite Christmas
Carols outside by candlelight! 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service
A multi-denominational service. 

Dec 25 Santa On The Slopes
Dress up like Santa and get a 
FREE lift pass for the day!

Dec 26 Coca Cola Torchlight Parade and
Fireworks An entourage of lights down the
Whiskey Jack run followed by a spectacu-
lar fireworks display! 

Dec 31 New Year's Eve Parties
Come out and celebrate the start of 2005!
We've got five seperate parties going on.

Jan 3-7 Senior's Week 
Special deals for Senior's and a contest for
the oldest skiier or snowboarder.

Jan 7-9 Columbia Brewery Avalanche 
Awareness Weekend Come out and learn
more about Avalanche Safety.
Jan 10-14  Kokanee Winter Festival
1/2 Price Full Day Lift Tickets & Trail Passes!

Jan 13-15 Snow Carving Contest
Compete for free by carving a sculpture 
or your company logo into snow. 

Jan 15 Heli Hansen Showtime 
Challenge Riders and skiers compete on
the Resort’s biggest, most challenging
jump, showing off big air and big tricks.

Jan 17-21 Rossignol National 
Ski/Board Week Half-price Midweek
Discover Skiing, Boarding, and Cross-
Country packages.

Jan 22 Atlas Snowshoe Romp
Strap on a pair of Snowshoes and partake
in this year’s FREE fun-race.

Jan 29 Fat Teddy's Mountain Rodeo 
Party Grab your lassos and come on out!

Jan 29-30  Cascadia Cup Biathlon
A regional race that attracts competitors
from BC and Washington State.

Feb 6 18th Annual Herb Bradley Coca-
Cola Classic This fundraiser for Vancouver
Island Adaptive Snow Sports is open to all
and attracts both skiers and boarders.

Feb 12 Wood Cup Race & Banquet 
A fun but competitive race open to all
those involved in the forestry industry.

Feb 13 Corporate Luge Challenge
Whether you luge or not – enter a team
and scream your way down the all-natural
track - anything can happen!

Continued on page 17

Mount Washington Phone 
Directory (Area Code 250)

Ambulance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Catering  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5757
Central Res. . . . . . . . 1-888-231-1499
Chain Rentals  . . . . . . . . . . 338-5527
Fire - to report a fire  . . . . . 792-1209
Fireweed’s Restaurant  . . . . 334-5706
General Store  . . . . . . . . . . 334-5745
Police EMERGENCY  . . . . . . . . . . 911
Police NON-EMERGENCY 338-1321
Raven Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5764
Real Estate (Rick Gibson)  . .334-7503
Resort Info  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-1386
Security  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5753
Security (after hours)  . . . . . 792-1204
Utility EMERGENCY  . . . . . 792-1209
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Photo courtesy Neil Havers and Mount Washington

1-800-668-7797
www.coastwesterlyhotel.com

1590 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, BC  V9N 2K4 • 250-338-7741
* Nightly rate in economy season based on double occupancy.  Rooms subject to availability.  Not inclusive of Taxes.

SKI PACKAGES
Starting at

$7695
includes One Night

One Lift Ticket
& One Breakfast*

SKI PACKAGES
Starting at

$7695
includes One Night

One Lift Ticket
& One Breakfast*

Ask about
our packages

Ask about
our packages

LET’S HAVE FUN
OUT THERE!
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Aero model shown
MSRP of $37,735

Tenacious All Wheel Drive handling, road-blistering performance 
and 5-door versatility.To take a test drive, call 1 888 888-SAAB 
or visit saabcanada.com

Starting from 
$30,100*

MSRP 

The all-new 
Saab            AWD

Seems like the road
just got stickier.

The
all-new Saab

AWD
*MSRP of $30,100 for a 2005 Saab 9-2X Linear. PDI, license, insurance, administration fees, registration, fees associated with publication/filing at the movable property registry/PPSA, duties, taxes, security deposit (if required) and optional equipment extra. Offer applies to the purchase of new or demostrator
models and applies to qualified retail customers only. Retailer order or trade may be necessary. Retailers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with other offers. See Retailer, visit saabcanada.com or call 1 888 888-SAAB for conditions and details.

Purchase a Saab 92XAWD Mt. Washington Edition and Receive 
a Ski/Chalet Package from Washington Way Chalets FREE!

Full Service Accommodation

**
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So, you have decided to spend your
vacation on Mount Washington, and
you don't know where to stay.

The first thing you need to consider is
how many people are in your party.  If you
have 25 people who want to stay together
in the same place you need to look at a
large chalet.  If you have 25 people who do
not need to stay together or you are a fam-
ily or small group, a condo or townhouse
may suffice.

Having said that, what is a Chalet?  A
Chalet is a stand alone home that could be
a duplex and have a suite upstairs and/or
downstairs.  The Alpine Village has more
than 50 Chalets and Foster's Place has
more than 20 Chalets.

A Townhouse has at least one wall shared
with a neighbour but has no one living
above or below you. Townhouses can have

two to five floors, and an entry directly into
the home from the outside.  There are a
number of Townhouses in the Alpine
Village and Parkview Place is drive-to
access from Henry Road.  

A Condo is in a building of two or more
floors with anywhere from 4+ suites.
Blueberry Hill, Creekside House,
Mountainside Lodge and Paradise Ridge
are drive to via Henry Road, have under
building parking and an elevator thereby
making them wheelchair accessible.
Ptarmigan Ridge has parking in front and
no elevator and Deer Lodge has under-
ground parking and an elevator. There are
approximately 6 Condo buildings in the
Alpine Village.

So, now that we’d defined the types of
dwelling available we need to address
location.

COASTLINE 
BROADCASTING LTD.
is a locally owned and operated 

digital broadcast Cablevision 
system serving Mount Washington.

2     Program Guide
3 CBC North
4 Mount Washington Real Estate
5 ABC KOMO Seattle
6 CBS KIRO Seattle
7 KVOS Bellingham
8 ITV Edmonton
9 NBC
10 Mount Washington

Community Channel
11 FOX-KCPX Seattle
12 BCTV Vancouver
13 TSN Toronto
14 WTBS Atlanta
15 The Learning Channel
16 YTV Toronto
17 WGN Chicago
18 Knowledge Network
20 Super Channel (Pay TV)
21 Movie Max (Pay TV)
22 Family Channel
23 CHVU
24 CHEK TV
25 Much Music
26 WSBK
27 CBUT
28 CBMT
29 VTV
30 CNN
31 KCTS PBS Seattle
32 CMT
33 CNN Headline News
34 A&E
35 Discovery
36 CBC Newsworld
37 Prime
38 Outdoor Life
39 Sportsnet
40 Extreme Sports
41 Speedvision
42 Space
43 History

✂

There are two distinct locations available
on Mount Washington.  One is the Alpine
Village and the other is drive-to via Henry
Road, Foster's Place and Alpine Road.

The Alpine Village is a quiet, park-like
setting with lots of space and lovely trees
between the homes. The Alpine Village
requires either foot access or a quick ride
on the Snow Cat in the winter, and has full
road access in the summer. This is THE
place for the maximum "alpine get away
experience" and a safe place to play in the
snow for children of ALL ages!

Price is another factor you may want to
consider. Since there is everything from
budget shared accommodation to luxuri-
ous handcrafted log chalets, pricing is a
matter of personal preference. Please refer
to the Accommodation Guide in the centre
of your Marmot or the web site
www.mtwashingtonaccommodation.com.  

Other factors you may want to consider
are amenities. Paradise Ridge is the only
building that has a pool. Paradise Ridge,
Mountainside Lodge and Deer Lodge each
have a common hot tub. Several other
properties also have their own hot tubs and
a number of homes have a sauna.

Some rentals provide cleaning services
and some do not, so it is important to
decide whether or not you want to clean
and do laundry before you leave, or
whether you’d rather leave that job to
someone else.

Remember that all homes on Mount
Washington are owned by people, just like
yourselves;  families who share a common
love of mountain life.

When looking for the holiday retreat of
your dreams be sure to check the accom-
modation guide provided in The Marmot
Newspaper and the accompanying web
site;  www.mtwashingtonaccommoda-
tion.com This gives you a vast selection of
private listings to choose from, along with
information on how to contact rental com-
panies on the mountain.

Mount Washington’s Alpine Village features a wide variety 
of accommodations throughout the Resort.

Planning the Perfect Mount
Washington Getaway

Courtenay

www.travelodgecourtenay.com
2605 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, BC, V9N 2L8   Ph: 250-334-4491

SKI PACKAGES
SKI PACKAGES

from 
$7650*

* Per person, plus taxes.
Based on double occupancy.

RESERVATIONS
1-800-795-9486

ENJOY:

• Free In-Room Coffee.

• In-Room, New Release

Movies on demand.

• Downtown Location.

• Restaurants, Shopping

& Theatre, next door. 

• High-Speed Internet Access.

• Sauna.

• Only 30 minutes from skiing.

Includes:
FREE Deluxe
Continental

•
Accommodations

Full Day Lift Passes for 
Mt. Washington Ski Resort

Deer Lodge offers the best location
on the ski runs of Mount Washington.
You’ll have to ski down the mountain 

to get on the chairlift!
Paradise Ridge offers 

luxury mountain accommodations - 
Just a short ski to the Hawk chairlift!

1-888-969-3322
250-334-3700

www.deerlodgebc.com 
www.paradiseridge.bc.ca



PRIVATE RENTAL ACCOMMODATIONS ON MOUNT WASHINGTON
For Up-To-Date Rental Accommodations: www.mtwashingtonaccommodation.com
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Unit address Contact Name Phone Number Fax Number Web

ALPINE VILLAGE

690B Castlecrag Crescent 150 250 300 CALL 13 4 2.5 Y N Y N Y Y Y Y Y W N Y L Y N Brenda or Calvin 339-0190  ibi@island.net

715 Jutland Terrace  "Bear's Den Lodge" 375 525 N/A 250 18 6 4.0 Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y O Y N Jeff Hunter-Smith 812-7103 www.bcskilodge.com

750 Jutland Terrace "Chalet Nine" 200 250 300 175 15 3+ 2.0 Y N Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y O Y N Helen Austin 335-0042  www.chalet9.com

796 Jutland Terrace "FarWest" 165 225 225 75 10 3 2.0 N N N Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y N Y N Karen & Darrin West 339-9850 www.farwestcabin.com

871 Clinton Wood "Doug's Chalet" 200 250 275 175 8 2+ 2.0 N 2 Y N Y Y N Y Y W 2 Y Y L Y N Deanne Lee 592-5001  www.members.shaw.ca/dougschalet/

889 Jutland "The 18th Hole" 250 300 350 CALL 12 5 2.0 N N Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y O Y N Linda Hill 338-2544 339-0817 lhill@shaw.ca

919 UP 150 250 250 150 10 4 1.5 Y N Y N Y Y N Y N W N N N Y N Barry & Donna 468-9607 751-1159 chalet43@shaw.ca

919 DN 100 150 150 60 6 2 1.0 N N Y N Y N N N N N Y Y N Y N Barry & Donna 468-9607 751-1159 chalet43@shaw.ca

965 Clinton Wood Close 135 185 200 100 10 5 3.0 Y Y Y N N N N Y N N Y Y N Y N Kazimiera Stypka 477-2270 stypka@shaw.ca

988 Strata Way "Red Roof Chalet - 70UP" 200 250 300 150 15 5 2.0 Y N N N N N N Y Y N Y Y N N N Carol Turnham 592-2842 592-2842 redroofchalet.cjb.net

988 Strata Way "Red Roof Chalet - 70DN" 150 200 250 100 10 3 1.0 Y N N N N N N Y Y N Y Y N N N Carol Turnham 592-2842 592-2842 redroofchalet.cjb.net

1030 Strata Way "Inglenook - Stacked Log Chalet" 120 165 200 100 8 2 1.5 N N N N Y Y Y N N G N N N N N Jim Dow 338-7701 338-6641

1044 Meadow Way (Chalet 40) 245 295 350 CALL 10 3 2.0 Y 1 N N Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y O Y N Debra Stockdill 592-7278 chalet40@shaw.ca

FOSTERS PLACE

1162  Fosters Place "Chalet Adams" 395 550 800 CALL 12 5 4 Y N N N Y N Y Y Y G N N F P N Mark and Helen Adams 338-1991 adams63@telus.net

1203 Fosters Place "Mt Washington Guest House" 375 750 750 200 CAL 7 4 Y Y N Y Y Y T Y Y G N N F P N John or Susan 898-8141 898-8141 www.mtwashingtonguesthouse.com

1208 Fosters Place "Fosters 8" 275 325 325 80 8 3 2.0 Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y G N N O Y N Al Echlin 724-4183 724-4183 www3.telus.net/fosters8

1222 Fosters Place CALL CALL CALL CALL 24 2/9 3.0 Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N O Y N Bill 390-0266  www.mtwashingtonchalet.com

1236 Fosters Place "Blue Grouse Chalet" 550 675 1000 279 18 6 3.0 Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N F Y N Pam DeBoer 1-866-826-7325 897-3951 www.peakaccom.com
1268 Fosters Place (Blue Haven) 450 550 650 N/A 12 4 2.0 Y N N Y Y Y S Y Y G N N F Y N Pam deBoer 1-866-826-7325 897-3951 www.peakaccom.com

1273A WinterGreen (UPPER) prices + GST 380 435 435 250 12 4 2.0 Y N N Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N O Y N Paula McRae 338-9938  paulamcrae@shaw.ca

1273C WinterGreen (LOWER) prices + GST 185 235 235 95 7 2 1.0 Y N N Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N O Y N Paula McRae 338-9938  paulamcrae@shaw.ca

21 Fosters Place CALL CALL CALL CALL 30 2/11 4.0 Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N O Y N Bill 390-0266  www.mtwashingtonchalet.com

HENRY ROAD

1375A   "Strathcona Vacation Rental Home" 200 325 450 150 9 3 3.0 Y Y N N Y Y N Y Y G N N F Y N John or Susan 898-8141 898-8141 www.strathconabandb.com

1381 A   "Golden Hinde" 295 395 395 295 13 3 3.0 Y N Y Y Y Y N N N G N N F Y N Ivanka/Christine 286-3122 286-6010 www.strathcona.bc.ca

1381 B "Elkhorn" 240 295 295 240 13 3 2.0 Y N Y N Y Y N N N G N N F Y N Ivanka/Christine 286-3122 286-6010 www.strathcona.bc.ca
s
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PARKING BY PERMIT ONLY IN EITHER LOT AT THE END OF HENRY ROAD, OR THE VILLAGE LOT ACROSS FROM THE GENERAL STORE.

PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN FRONT OF YOUR CHALET. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.

PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN FRONT OF YOUR CHALET. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.

Unit address

ALPINE VILLAGE

687-1 Castle Crag "Castle Crag Chateau" 85 150 165 75 6 3 1.5 Y N N N 2 Y Y Y N W N Y O Y N Wendy 897-3678 897-1898 www.mtwashingtonchateau.com

687-4 Castle Crag Crescent 100 N/A 195 60 10 4 3.0 Y N N Y Y N Y Y W N Y N Y N Gail Hudson 245-2823

695-307 Castle Crag Crescent 90 145 165 50 8 2 2.0 Y N Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y N Cyndi and Justin 703-0488 703-0609  

736-8  Albert Edward 95 140 180 N/A 6 3 1.5 N N Y N Y Y Y N Y N Y Y N Y N Lil Brownson 287-7640  hallil@oberon.ark.com

784-8 "Snowbird" 90 150 180 70 8 3 2.0 Y N Y N 2 Y Y Y Y E N N N Y N Josie Laslo 923-6711  jo.laslo@sd72.bc.ca

784-9 "Snowbird" 75 130 200 50 10 3 2.0 Y N Y N 2 Y Y Y Y E N N N Y N Wendi Robins  746-8489 746-0329 robins-reymer@shaw.ca

788-102 Washington Way 69 120 175 60 12 2 2.0 Y N Y N Y Y N Y Y W N N N Y Y Brent/Donna Cunliffe 897-3999 897-3933  

828-A Sunrise Chateau   prices + GST 200 350 CALL 175 16 5 2.0 Y Y N N 4 2 Y N N G N N F Y N Stan & Nancy Fry 474-3008 474-0108

828E Washington Way "Sunrise Chateau" 185 260 300 85 15 4 2.0 Y Y N N Y Y Y Y Y G N N F Y N Tom & Sylvia Burns 746-3636 burns-ski@shaw.ca

1084-7 Washington Way "Westview Inn" 100 145 160 60 6 3 1.5 N N Y N Y Y Y Y N N Y Y N Y N Willa or Dennis 658-5338  

1084-9 Washington Way "Westview Inn" 100 140 170 60 6 3 1.5 N N Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N N N Fred & Bernice  655-8827 millsfb@pacificcoast.net

BLUEBERRY HILL  1320 Henry Road

115 125 160 200 75 9 2 2.0 Y Y N N Y Y Y Y Y G N N O Y N Chris Chater 744-2467

117 125 175 210 75 9 3 2.0 Y N N N Y Y Y Y Y G N N O Y N Glen & Sharon Hadden 335-2794 335-1211 s.hadden@shaw.ca

217 145 195 220 85 8 3 2.0 Y Y N N Y Y Y Y Y G N N Y Y N Elaine Smith 544-8862 www.mtwashingtoncondos.com

218 189 325 400 169 9 3 2.0 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N F Y N Vianne 1-866-707-0018 703-0018 www.washingtonwaychalets.com

307 125 175 220 70 8 3 2.0 Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y G N N O O N Bill & Mary Jordan 477-7187 tourismmall.victoria.bc.ca/ski/

CREEKSIDE HOUSE  1380 Henry Road

202 150 225 260 125 8 3 2 Y N N N N N Y Y Y G N N N Y N Lois Stevenson 339-0002/339-0914 339-2217 loisstevenson@shaw.ca

205 140 190 200 80 8 3 2.0 Y N N N Y Y Y N N G N N N O N Jana Watt 287-2956 287-2950

303 CALL CALL CALL CALL 8 2 1.0 Y N N N Y Y Y Y Y G N N N F N Beverly Badke 1-888-837-4663 338-9656 www.alpinechalets.com

DEER LODGE  1290 Alpine Road

210 181 244 244 129 6 2 2.0 Y N N Y Y Y Y Y N G N N Y Y N Cherie Corrigan 338-4383 338-4366 www.mountwashington.ca

MOUNTAINSIDE LODGE  1340 Henry Rd.

202 150 200 250 75 8 2 2.0 Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N O Y N Shelley McKay 203-0675 287-9648 www.mtwashingtonrentals.com

203 115 160 200 60 7 2 2.0 Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N O Y N Blair Watling 727-7394 727-2519 blair@telus.net

305 110 160 180 60 6 2 2 Y N Y Y Y Y Y N N G N N O Y N Rhonda Borton 248-6314 248-6315

401 150 200 200 75 10 3 2.0 Y N Y Y Y Y Y N N G N N O Y N Suzi Jack 850-0052 thejacks@themarmot.ca

402 175 275 295 75 8 2 2.0 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N G N N O Y N Allan McLaren 388-6700 383-9423 allan@mclaren.ca

PARADISE RIDGE  1201 Henry Road

304 90 150 200 75 8 2 2.0 Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N O Y N Barb & Al Shanks 335-2051 335-2056 www.mtwashingtonvacationcondo.co

305 150 175 350 100 8 3 2.0 Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N O O N Rosemarie Hufschmidt 339-7220 339-7290 mhufschm@island.net
308 150 190 260 75 8 3 2.0 Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N N N N Mathew Bourque 380-5638 383-0114 matthew@hollywoodtonight.ca

506 200 300 375 139 7 3 2.0 Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y G N N F Y N Pam deBoer 1-866-826-7325 897-3951 www.peakaccom.com
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PARKING BY PERMIT ONLY IN EITHER LOT AT THE END OF HENRY ROAD, OR THE VILLAGE LOT ACROSS FROM THE GENERAL STORE.

DRIVE TO WITH UNDERBUILDING OR OUT FRONT PARKING. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.

DRIVE TO WITH UNDERBUILDING OR OUT FRONT PARKING. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.

DRIVE TO WITH UNDERBUILDING OR OUT FRONT PARKING. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.

DRIVE TO WITH UNDERBUILDING OR OUT FRONT PARKING. DO NOT PARK ON THE ROAD OR IN ANY OTHER PARKING LOTS.  OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL

The above information is current as of November 21, 2004

PLEASE NOTE:
• All properties are non-smoking and no pets except for Condominium 788-102 Washington Way.  

•  These privately owned chalets and condominiums are rented out by their owners and have there own features and contacts as listed above. 

• Royal LePage in the Comox Valley and The Marmot have no interest, financial or otherwise in these accommodations and assume no responsibility for them in any way.

Parking at Mount Washington can be a challenge in snowy condtions. PLEASE follow the rules of the property you are staying at in regards to parking. 
If you are parking in another properties parking or on the road, you will be towed without notice.

For Up-To-Date Rental Accommodations: 
www.mtwashingtonaccommodation.com
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FIREPLACES W • Wood   E • Electric   G • Propane   P • Pellet   
CLEANING F • Full Cleaning   L • Light Cleaning   O • By Request

FIREPLACES W • Wood   E • Electric   G • Propane   P • Pellet   
CLEANING F • Full Cleaning   L • Light Cleaning   O • By Request

Affordable 
Mount Washington

accommodations with
all the comforts 

of home. 

Toll Free 
Reservations:

1-888-837-4663

In the Comox Valley: 
703-9636

www.alpinechalets.com
email: chalets@island.net

Drive-Ski to your front door!  Ski to the chairlift!
Hot tub • Sauna • Games Room

Rent part or all!  #9 has 2-9 bedrooms
#21 has 2-11 bedrooms

Call  (250) 390-0266
www.mtwashingtonchalet.com

Ask about our mid week and summer discounts!

$100 OFF
COUPON

send this in when booking a 3
night or more stay, and receive a...

Off regular rates.
Valid 2004/05 Season

$100 
DISCOUNT

1 2 6 8  F O S T E R S  P L A C E
Panoramic Views • Drive to • Ski In/Ski Out

4 Bedrooms • 2 Baths • Fireplace • Hot tub 

Ph. (250) 897-3851 Fax (250) 897-3951
Toll Free 1-866-826-7325

Email: info@peakaccom.com or www.peakaccom.com

Blue Haven

“WINTERGREEN LODGE 
on FOSTERS PLACE”
Create wonderful memories 
in the luxurious ambience of 
our log chalet.  Designed to 
accommodate small or large
groups, you have drive-in
access with the convenience of the best ski in-out

location on the mountain. Separate hot tubs for
each suite. “The Hawk“ is at your door!

Phone Paula McRae (250) 338-9938 
email: paulamcrae@shaw.ca
web: www.wintergreenlodge.ca
(please see Graph Ad)

Lovingly maintained mountain retreat
Summer & Winter

Feather duvets and pillows
Gourmet equipped kitchen

Woodburning fireplace
Quiet location in fourplex
Please see the graph for more details. 

Wendy 250-897-3678
www.mtwashingtonchateau.com

Castle Crag
Château

87-1, 687 
Castle Crag Crescent

MOUNTAINSIDE
LODGE SKI-IN/OUT

Spacious, top floor 3 bedroom unit, 
sleeps 8 to 10. Sunny, southern exposure
$150 weekday/$200 wknd.

Suzi: 250-850-0052
See graph ad for more details.

The Marmot On-line
Want to read past issues of the Marmot?

You can read them on the web at 
www.themarmot.ca
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222 W. Broadway

604-872-8872

VANCOUVER

615 Broughton St

360-2181
1-888-551-1859

VICTORIA

6550 Metral Dr.

NANAIMO

219 Fifth St.

COURTENAY

390-6883
1-888-551-1858

334-3963
1-888-551-1860

. . . for the adventure!

The BEST gear at the BEST prices - Guaranteed!

www.vpo.ca

Mount Washington Alpine Trail Map
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Mount Washington Nordic Trail Map

To Mount Washington To Mount Washington ~ ~ 
Weekends & HolidaysWeekends & Holidays

 serving serving Nanaimo, Parksville  & QualicumNanaimo, Parksville  & Qualicum

To Mount Washington ~ 
Weekends & Holidays

serving Nanaimo, Parksville  & Qualicum

Nanaimo: 756-2544Nanaimo: 756-2544
Toll Free: 1-877-756-2544Toll Free: 1-877-756-2544

Nanaimo: 756-2544
Toll Free: 1-877-756-2544

Ski bus is operated by 
Smith Transportation Ltd.

Voted
#1 in CANADA

for Customer Satisfaction!

• New modern facilities
• Affordable parking

• Direct f lights to Mexico

Join the 180,000 who 
chose to fly with YQQ!

250-890-0829 • www.comoxairport.com

Events Schedule
continued from page 11 

Feb 19  Powerade Skier Cross
Skiers compete four at a time 
on a downhill course negotiat
ing rollers, tabletops and berms. 

Feb 26-27  Telemark Festival 
Telemark-specific workshops and clinics
on Saturday and the Tele-Cross on Sunday.

March 5  Sprite Super Cross Qualifying 
Snowboarders compete four at a time,
shoulder to shoulder down an outrageous
course in the terrain park featuring rolers, 
tight berms and huge table tops.

Mar 7-11 Women’s Week 
Just for women! All week you get a spe-
cial combination of Alpine Pass, Group
Lesson, and a delicious lunch.

Mar 11  Ladies Only Live Entertainment

Mar 11-14 CIBC K2 Juvenile Provincial
Championships Events include Slalom,
Giant Slalom, and Super G.

March 12  Valhalla Pure Extreme Free Ski
Not for the faint of heart, this is an extreme
event for extreme skiers, which promises
cash prizes for the top contenders.

March 13  Vancouver Island Loppet
This annual cross country race consists of
a 30km distance and a shorter recreational
category.

March 17  St. Patrick's Day
Come out for a green beverage in Fat Teddy's.

March 19  Piper's Pale Ale After Dark
Invitational Night Vancouver Island’s best
boarders and skiers show off spectacular,
hair-raising jumps under the spotlight.

March 20  Dual Moguls Challenge
Brought to you by the Freestyle Club.

March 21  Barq's Snowtubing Festival
Everybody loves snowtubing! Contests and
games make this the most fun you can
have with the kids.

March 21-25  Spring SnoJam
Have some fun with a week of events.

March 21-25  Kidz Spring Break Camp

March 23  Island Farm's Green Zone
Poker Run  Ski or board your way to the
highest hand!

March 24  Old Dutch Obstacle Race 
Ski or board a course packed with fun
obstacles and features.

March 26  Halfpipe Competition 
Boarders and skiers battle the tight compe-
tition during this jam session spectacular.

March 26-27  Biathlon BC Cup 5 & 6 
The first time a BC Cup event has been
hosted by Mount Washington!

March 27  Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt
Ski or Board from one clue to the next
until you get to the hidden Chocolate!

April 2  Save-on-Foods Dummy Downhill
Participants build dummies which are let
loose down a steep run and sent flying
over a huge jump. 

April 3  Barq's Slush Cup
Participants straight-line down a run, over
a small ramp, and onto a deep slush pit.

April 24  The Royal Lepage Comox Valley
Snow To Surf Adventure Relay Event
9 member teams race from the top of
Mount Washington to Marina Park in
Comox on skiis, running, cycling, kayak-
ing and canoeing.

For Up-To-Date Information on all of Mount
Washington’s Winter 2004/05 Events go to

www.themarmot.ca

Specialty Retail &
Maintenance Services

Open 7 Days a Week
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Pizza 
Mogul

To Raven 
Lodge &
Nordic 
Trails
1092m/3146 ft.

Strata Way

Henry RoadPrivate
Parking

Private
Parking

Meadow Lane

Strata 
Way

Strata 
Way Clinton Wood

Court

Jutland Terrace

Washington 
Way

Village
Transport

Duckenfield Creek

Washington Way

TU
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N
G
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I

Alpine
Lodge

Bradley
Centre

Day Parking

Day
Parking

Day
Parking

Nordic Road

Nordic Road

Day Parking

Day Parking

Village Reception,
General Store &

Liquor Outlet

Ski
Club

BEAR

  GREEN
 CHAIR

THE HAWK
SIX PACK
EXPRESS

   To the 
    Comox 
     Valley and 
      Campbell River

Glacier View Close

Jutland 
Terrace

1022

1066

1088

1033
871

978 966

931
915 907

893

896
958

1044

965

919

957

953

882 880
878

706
701

739

770

805
822

906
860

886914

909 903 889
877

857

828
701

715

710
750

785

784
816

872

721

730

796

688

1276
1268
1254
1236
1222
1208
1192
1176

1162
1146

1132
1116

1100

1251
1235
1217
1203

1187
1171

1155
1139

1123
1105

1273

690

727

709

7521006

695

737

1290 1280

736

760

1084

788

691 687

712

740
751

1044

924

699
980
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formed society will assist young athletes in
gaining the necessary experience to com-
pete at a higher level.

Michael Pitcher, Chairperson of VIMSS,
says, “Sarah is the perfect candidate for us
to fund. She is an honour student who has
a passion for her sport and will be an inspi-
ration to others.”

Last winter, Green skyrocketed in
improvement and results, fluctuating
between first and second in the BC Cup cir-
cuit races, winning top overall shot at the
Cascadia Cup races at Mount Washington,
and again earning a spot on the Provincial
Team, in both cadet and civilian races. She
competed at the North American
Championships/Canadian National Biathlon
Competition, and at Canadian Cadet
Nationals. Green placed fourth and fifth in
the individual events at Canadian
Nationals, and won both the Sprint and the
Individual races the following week at
Cadet Nationals, where she also won the
Miriam Bedard Trophy as the 2004
Outstanding Senior Female Biathlete.

Besides being an honour roll student, as
an air cadet Green has won multiple

Sarah Green, a 17-year-old Victoria
biathlete whose home ski terrain is
Mount Washington Alpine Resort, 
was recently awarded a $500 grant 
to help to offset her competition
expenses this winter.

Green plans to compete in the
Provincial Team selection in Vanderhoof,
the Canadian Nationals in Edmonton and
will be in Vernon twice to compete in BC
Cup competitions. She has recently been
named to the Biathlon BC Senior
Development Squad for 2004-2005. Her
goal is to compete in the 2010 Winter
Olympics to be held at Whistler, B.C.

The Vancouver Island Mountain Sport
Society (VMISS) was formed in the summer
of 2003 by a group of local mountain
recreation people who have a passion to
see Vancouver Island athletes at the 2010
Winter Olympics and Paralympics. The
society’s primary objective is to provide
financial support for the development of
individual athletes (and clubs) involved in
training and competition for Alpine and
Nordic mountain-based sports. This newly

Sarah Green Aims for the Olympics

awards for first aid and public speaking.
She balances her summer biathlon training
around a full-time job and her winter race
and training schedule around schoolwork
and part-time employment. Even with that
impressive schedule she finds time to vol-
unteer as a CRD park warden (the youngest
in the province), and as a DARE youth rep-
resentative with the RCMP. She is also a
Silver Level Duke of Edinburgh award
recipient, currently completing her Gold
Level.

“It is great to be recognized and sup-
ported by my home training area, and to
feel that the Mount Washington communi-
ty has embraced both Biathlon and my
commitment to the sport,” says Green. “On
a larger scale, gaining a vehicle for sup-
porting local high performance athletes is a
hugely important step in the longer-term
goal of placing some BC athletes on the
podium in 2010.

“I'd like to thank VIMSS for their confi-
dence in me, and other Vancouver Island
athletes. I hope we all make you proud."

Mount
Washington

to host a major
Biathlon Event

Mount Washington Alpine Resort
will host a Biathlon North American
Cup race Feb. 25-27, 2005. It's the
highest level biathlon competition
ever to be hosted in B.C., says event
organizer and Courtenay Biathlon
Club member Joe Bajan.

The race will attract close to 100 biath-
letes from across Canada and the United
States, including some who should be
competing in the 2010 Winter Olympics at
Whistler, B.C., Bajan said. This will be a
perfect opportunity to see some of the best
athletes in North America competing in

one of the toughest sports-before they
become famous, he said. "Mount
Washington management is a great sup-
porter of the sport and club," he said. "With
their careful planning and work on the
range and trails we have the largest
biathlon range in B.C. and the first up to
international standards. This competition is
a step up the ladder to hosting other high
profile events and getting the Olympic
training centre built (at the Resort)," he
said.

What exactly is biathlon? Bajan has a
simple explanation: "Ski like mad with a
rifle on your back in a 20-kilometre race;
Ski like mad, stop in the range for 30 sec-
onds to squeeze off five shots (and don't
miss the target!), then ski like mad again."

The race got a boost in October when
HostingBC, part of the 2010 Legacies Now
program, invested $10,000 in the Cup: the
highest amount permitted for this level of
competition under the new hosting policy,
Bajan said. The money was part of
HostingBC's commitment to invest
$225,000 in 12 communities to assist them
in hosting 17 major sporting events in
2005.

An initiative of the province of British
Columbia and the Vancouver 2010 Bid
Corporation, 2010 LegaciesNow is the lead
organization for sport in B.C. and works in
partnership with community-based organi-
zations to develop and support participants
and athletes "from playground to podium".
"These funds help host the competition and
help leave a legacy for the sport for years
afterwards," Bajan said. "I'd like to encour-
age the public to come and watch the com-
petition," he said. "It's free-no admission
charge. Come up and get personal with
future Olympians at Mount Washington."

The Marmot On-line
Want to read past issues of the Marmot,

you can read them on the web at 
www.themarmot.ca

Vancouver Island's Full Service
Specialty Ski & Snowboard Shop

Skiing Skiing • Snowboarding  Snowboarding • • NordicNordic

 Repairs Repairs • Rentals Rentals

Skiing • Snowboarding • Nordic

 Repairs • Rentals

...get ready for winter now

at Ski Tak Hut!

...get ready for winter now

at Ski Tak Hut!

334-2537
267 Sixth • Courtenay
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The man who first spied the pristine
snow of Mount Washington and 
envisioned a family ski resort for the
mile-high peak, has passed away.

The weather was perfect one Sunday in
February, 1975 when Alex Linton, a
Campbell River businessman, was driving
home  after a day of skiing the Kandahar at
Forbidden Plateau. He looked out the win-
dow and spotted Mount Washington in the
distance. His first thought was to marvel at
the massive blanket of snow looming in the
distance.

Wondering how deep the snow was on
the backside of the mountain, which was
hidden from sight, Linton finished his drive
and called friend Henry Norie to see if his
new helicopter might be available in the
morning for a look around the mountain.
The next morning, Linton spotted natural
bowls, lots of vertical and tons of snow -
and he began to dream.

Last year Linton celebrated the 25th
anniversary of his dream - Mount
Washington Alpine Resort - along with
thousands of other visitors. However, in
September the flags at the Resort were fly-
ing at half staff to honour Linton's memory.
Linton died in September of kidney dis-
ease. He had suffered from back problems
for a number of years and went to the hos-
pital with a sore back.

"They treated the back and they didn't
realize it was the kidneys," said Peter
Gibson, a longtime friend of Linton's and
president of Mount Washington Alpine
Resort. "He was 83, and he had a full life."
Linton was a downhiller all the way, says
Gibson. He skied Forbidden Plateau in the

Mount Washington boasts of a strong,
family-oriented Nordic skiing club that is
also known for its racing programs. The
Strathcona Nordics are Vancouver Island's
cross-country ski club. The Nordics are a
non-profit society dedicated to skier devel-
opment and the promotion of the sport for
fun, fitness, recreation and health.

The club is based at Mount Washington
and offers a range of recreational to racing
programs for cross-country skiers of all
ages, abilities and interests. Last May the
club hired a full-time professional head
coach, Dave Battison, who has expanded
club programs and opportunities with a
long-term goal of sending skiers and offi-
cials from Vancouver Island to the 2010
Winter Olympics at Whistler, B.C.

Battison brings with him a wealth of
experience and enthusiasm to the club.
Before moving to the Comox Valley he was
head coach of the Rocky Mountain Racers
club in Canmore, Alta., where he coached
many elite athletes who achieved national
team status and competed at the highest
levels, according to a Strathcona Nordics
press release.

Battison was a professional triathlete for
six years and he has experi-
ence coaching skiers and
athletes in a variety of sports
including skiing, mountain
biking and endurance racing.
He is a fully certified Level 3
coach, but says his mission
with the Nordics is not
restricted to racers. "I am
thrilled to be part of such an
enthusiastic club with so
much potential," he said. "I
look forward to working with
skiers of all ages and abili-
ties, and am committed to
help them reach their goals -
whatever they may be."

Some of the programs
available through the club
include Rabbit Ski League
(skills-based lessons for chil-
dren aged four through 12
years), Devo and Junior
Racer programs, Adventure
Program (offering other
Nordic recreation opportuni-
ties such as telemark skiing,

early days of that Resort, and even drove
bus tours up to Forbidden.

"When I was 14, 15, 16 years old I did a
lot of skiing with his daughter Pat," Gibson
related. "Pat went on to cross-country ski
with the national cross-country ski team."
Linton's dedication to Mount Washington
was evident from the first time he spotted
the mountain's blanket of snow. The day
after his fateful drive home, he and Norie
were in a helicopter a few hundred feet
above the mile-high summit. Norie, who
didn't ski, was infected by his colleague's
enthusiasm - such was the charm of Alex
Linton. Flying back to Campbell River,
Linton and Norie formed a plan that would
see them shaking the hand of the Chairman
of the Board of land owners Crown
Zellerbach a mere 16 months later. That
sealed the land purchase and Mount
Washington Ski Resort Ltd. was born.

In December 1979 the world began to
flock to the snow-choked ski hill. Now, 25
years later, the Resort has far surpassed
even Linton's dreams, Gibson said. "I think
Alex saw a family ski hill that his family
would assist him in running. He saw a
small, little village (the Alpine Village) with
twinkling lights. I don't think he foresaw a
year-round resort at all," Gibson said. "It
was his dream to get the thing started, and
it wouldn't have started without him. But I
think the current dream is far beyond what
he envisioned."

Linton leaves behind his wife Alma, son
John, daughters Pat, Jeannette and Leslie,
numerous grandchildren - and legions of
skiers who respected the man and his
vision.

backcountry trips, avalanche awareness
and snowshoeing), High Performance Race
Team and Senior and Masters Race Teams
for adult racers. There are also programs
geared for the more recreational adult
Nordic skier, such as Master Beginner and
Intermediate programs.

The club also offers an Introduction to
Biathlon program and a Backcountry pro-
gram that enables skiers to explore the ter-
rain around Vancouver Island. The club
and its activities are organized and run by
volunteer effort and supported through
membership fees, fundraising and sponsor-
ships. 

For more information on the club, 
visit them on the World Wide Web 
at <www.strathconanordics.com>.
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IN MEMORIUM
Alex Linton

Resort Founder and Visionary

Strathcona
Nordics Offer

Expanded
Programs

The Strathcona Nordics are a 
non-profit society dedicated to 

skier development and the 
promotion of the sport for fun, 
fitness, recreation and health.

Putting the in FUNdamentals!

Alcan Nancy Greene
Ski League

“The Alcan Nancy Greene Ski League was the first stepping
stone for me to follow my dream and ski for Canada.”   

“I learned how to set a goal, 
make a dream and believe in 
myself — qualities for every 
aspect of life.”

Rob Boyd

World Cup Gold Medalist

Kerrin Lee-Gartner

Olympic Gold Medallist

Join the Alcan Nancy Greene Ski League and join beginner,
intermediate and expert skiers aged 6–12 in a fun, team-oriented 

program. Enjoy an introduction to skiing and racing in a 10–12
week session with certified coaches run by your local ski club.

For more information, contact:

Mount Washington Ski Club
John Trimmer 250-897-6058
www.mtwashington.bcalpine.com
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ing the Island. "I told my Mom I was taking
a year off to ski at Lake Louise. I ended up
staying 10 years." He started as a lift oper-
ator in 1984 and climbed through the
ranks. "I've done a lot of the jobs that I now
manage," he said.

Meertens spent nine years at Sun Peaks
Resort near Kamloops, which has more ter-
rain and more skier visits than Mount
Washington (although Mount Washington
has a larger population base from which to
draw customers, if both the Comox Valley
and Campbell River are taken into
account). He brings some unique experi-
ence to Mount Washington.

For instance, the first goal Klein set for
Meertens when the new employee arrived
was to create a fire protection plan for
Mount Washington. "I'm fairly well-versed
in that after spending the summer I did two
years ago in Kamloops," Meertens said. The
wildfires that hit the Okanagan came with-
in three kilometres of Sun Peaks: the Resort
had to be evacuated once, and employees
had their homes evacuated more than that,

he said. "One bad wind blowing the wrong
way... "I was thrown into the fire, so to
speak. It brought to light what dangerous
things are out there. It was a pretty scary
summer."

In addition to the fire protection plan,
Meertens has had 23 employees go
through a S100 Wildfire Training Course
which entitles them to legally respond to a
wildfire; he has also bolstered the Resort's
firefighting equipment. Meertens has also
instituted some new recycling processes in
the maintenance shop to complement what
the Resort has already been doing.

Meertens plans to spend his first year at
Mount Washington watching how things
work, before considering making changes.
One goal he has, though, is to ensure his
staff gets the extra training they need to do
their jobs effectively, he said. 

EDITORS NOTE: The fire protection plan
above is strictly regarding forest fire, or
wildfire. This is NOT a residential or struc-
tural fire plan.

Taking care of operations at 
Mount Washington Alpine Resort 
has just become a three-person job. 

Mike Klein has been promoted to
Director of Operations and two more posi-
tions have been created: Maintenance
Manager and Operations Manager. And to
staff the positions, the Resort looked to the
old and the new: Lift Operations Manager
George Trousdell was promoted to
Maintenance Manager, and Erik Meertens
was lured from Sun Peaks Resort to take on
the new Operations Manager position.

"I break things and George fixes them,"
Meertens explains. "Wait - that should be
'my guys break things'..." Trousdell has
worked at Mount Washington since 1981;
he started out as a lift operator, worked his
way into lift maintenance and spent 15
years a lift maintenance supervisor. In his
new job Trousdell looks after lift and vehi-
cle maintenance, electrical and building
maintenance and utilities.

Trousdell says one of the challenges of
his new job will be making sure all the
equipment at Mount Washington is up and
running all the time, and running safely - as
well as ensuring the people working on the
equipment are competent and doing a
good job. Another challenge is planning for
expansion; taking a larger role in bringing
new equipment to the Resort or expanding

the Resort's fleet of vehicles, Cats and
groomers.

Trousdell was the go-to guy for the new
Boomerang chairlift this summer, as C-TEC
brought in its own crew to install the lift.
That's part of his new job, he explained, is
to deal directly with manufacturers and
suppliers. Challenges aside, Trousdell said
he still finds his job enjoyable after all these
years. "Working on the mountain as long as
I have, it's so enjoyable and it's a great
work environment. I meet new people
every year."

He also gets to ski, snowboard and go
snowmobiling in the winter, and mountain
biking in the summer. He can often be seen
on his off-days at Mount Washington, par-
taking in the Resort's recreational activities.
"With the change in seasons it's like having
two jobs," Meertens says. 

Meertens may be new to Mount
Washington's payroll, but his is a familiar
face to many who work at the Island
Resort. "I've known most of the guys in the
operations department at Mount
Washington for years, through industry
trade shows and conferences," he said. "I
also have a best friend that was in my wed-
ding, who now works under me." He
moved here in the summer after Klein
offered him the job.

Meertens learned to ski at Mount
Washington many years ago, before leav-

Are You Ready
for the Yeti?

Scotland has its Loch Ness Monster.
The Okanagan has Ogopogo, and
Victoria's Cadboro Bay has Caddy 
the Cadborosaurus. Does Mount
Washington have its Sasquatch?
Some would say yes.

The puzzle of the sasquatch has been
ongoing since the first white man settled
the West and heard stories from the Native
population about strange and elusive large,
hairy creatures, according to author
Thomas Steenburg in In Search of Giants:
Bigfoot Sasquatch Encounters. Such stories
have endured, and people continue to see
these cryptozoological (reported but
unconfirmed) creatures.

Mysteriously, no hard physical evidence
has been produced, says Steenburg: no
bones, no carcasses, no burial areas. Just
the odd footprint.

Mount Washington is a perfect place for
a sasquatch to live, if one takes stock of
information contained in myriad docu-
mented sightings. Think about it: plenty of
berries and small critters for food (depend-
ing on if one believes sasquatches are her-
bivores or carnivores), and unending miles
of bush territory to claim - and in which to
hide from human contact. And the fre-
quency of black bear sightings on the
mountain gives the sasquatch a perfect
cover: many sasquatch sightings have been
proven to be bear sightings, further confus-
ing the matter.

A few years ago a noted Comox Valley
wildlife biologist was hiking through
Paradise Meadows when he spotted foot-
prints that he felt could not have been
made by human nor animal. He made plas-
ter casts of the footprints, but failed to find
any other evidence. This is just but one
sighting at Mount Washington. How many
others have gone unreported because
someone thought their buddies would
think them "a little tetched in the heid" to
mention it?

So next time you're out in the woods
around Mount Washington and you feel
like you're being watched, look quickly-it
just might be Sasquatch!

In Profile: Eric Meertens
New Mount Washington Operations manager

Lift Operations Manager George Trousdell
is promoted to Maintenance Manager.
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A Gentler Time  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-4676
Alcan Nancy Greene Ski League . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897-6058
Alpine Accommodations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-837-4663 or 703-9636
Anco Motel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-393-2200 or 334-2451
Atlas Cafe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-9838
Bates Beach Oceanfront Resort  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-4154
Bay, The (Nanaimo)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-866-325-3061 or 390-3141 
Billy D's Pub & Bistro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-8811
B.C. Adventures for Women . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-709-3853 or 748-3531
Campbell River Hyundai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286-1001
Canadian Tire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-0101
Cape Lazo Campground & R.V.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-3946
Chalet 9 & 21  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 390-0266
CIBC Wood Gundy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-5380
Coast Westerly Hotel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-668-7797 or 338-7741
Comox Fireplace and Patio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-8522
Coastline Broadcasting Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-5177
Comox Valley Airport Commission  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 890-0829
Comox Valley Art Gallery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-6211
Comox Valley Chamber & Visitor Info  . . . . 1-888-357-4471 or 334-3234
Comox Valley Credit Union  . . . . . . . . . . . . 703-4100 or 1-800-532-8686
Comox Valley Sports and Aquatic Centres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-9622
Crown Isle Resort and Golf Community . . . 1-888-338-8439 or 703-5050
Deer Lodge at Mount Washington  . . . . . . . 1-877-845-4499 or 338-4383
Deer Lodge/Paradise Ridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-969-3322 or 334-3700
Destinations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-9823
Downtown Courtenay Business Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 890-0519
Fanny Bay Seafood Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 335-1198
Fine Audio Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-4398
Georgia Straight Collision  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-9899
Gibson Kelly & Ives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2416
Graham's Jewellers Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-4523
Havers Design  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2844
Howard Johnson Hotel and Suites  . . . . . . . 1-800-663-2146 or 334-3121
Island Building Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-5399
Island Publishers Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-2460
Kingfisher Oceanside Resort & Spa  . . . . . . 1-800-663-7929 or 338-1323
Kradle's Baby Boutique . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2556
Marmot Recovery Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-4-marmot
Martines Bistro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-1199

Mid Island Gifts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-0332
Mile High Log Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287-3319
Mountain Meadows Sports  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-8999
Mount Washington Alpine Resort . . . . . . . . 1-888-231-1499 or 338-1386
Old House Restaurant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-5406
Peak Accommodations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-866-826-7325 or 897-3851
Penny Tyme Fashions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2447
Pizza Mogul  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-5707
Plates Eatery & Catering Co.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-8087
Rick Gibson, Royal LePage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-7503
Sandpiper Beach Resort  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-561-3245 or 923-4281 
Saunders Subaru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-898-9911 or 474-2211
Ski and Surf Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-8844
Ski Tak Hut  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2537
Smith Transportation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-756-2544 or 756-2544
The Bay (Nanaimo)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 390-3141 or 1-866-325-306
The Riding Fool Hostel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-313-FOOL or 336-8250
The Romance Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-0669  
Three Point Motors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-490-9844 or 753-1444
Timberwright Manufacturing  . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-919-9663 or 923-6111
Tita's Mexican Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-8033
Toscanos Fine Italian Cuisine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 890-7575
Travelodge Courtenay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-795-9486 or 334-4491
Tulio's Casita Ltd.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-6031
Union Street Grill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897-0081
Valhalla Pure Outfitters  . . . . 1-888-551-1859 or 360-2181 or 334-3963
Visual Sound Store  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338-5177
Washington Way Chalets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-866-707-0018 or 703-0018
Yamato Japanese Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334-2025

Let them know you found them in The Marmot!
Thanks to these Visitor InfoCentres for distributing THE MARMOT

Campbell River 287-4636 www.visitorinfo.incampbellriver.com

Comox Valley 1-888-357-4471/334-3234 www.comox-valley-tourism.ca

Cumberland 1-866-301-INFO/336-8313 www.cumberlandbc.org

Duncan/Cowichan 1-888-303-3337/746-4636 www.duncancc.bc.ca

Nanaimo 1-8000-663-7337/756-0106 www.tourismnanaimo.com

Parksville 248-3613 www.chamber.parksville.bc.ca

Qualicum Beach 752-9532 www.qualicum.bc.ca

West Shore (Victoria) 1-877-912-1780/478-1130 www.westshore.bc.ca

THE MARMOT Premier Business Directory

For up to date Properties For Sale see Channel 4 on Mount Washington.

Cablevision on Mount Washington!
Access to 35+ channels plus movie channels (for an additional cost).

Interested in Cable Internet access on Mount
Washington? Send us an e-mail at
coastline@cablerocket.com

Visual Sound Store
Ph (250) 338-5177  Fax 334 0235
8A 625 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, B.C.
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Nordic Training Facility
continued from page 3

snow to go above the trees before they can
set tracks. Lyster's Nordic groomers are
playing an increasingly important role, as
teams such as the junior nationals look to
Mount Washington for spring training. 

The biathlon club recently landed a
Biathlon North American Cup, including
$10,000 in 2010 Legacies Now funding
(through Hosting BC) that will be used for
pro timing equipment. The week-long
cadet nationals are slated for March, too.
"By holding these events this year we'll be
able to hold a bigger race (next year),"
Lyster said. It's a natural progression
toward a World Cup before the 2010
Olympics.

"If their (Whistler's Olympic Nordic ven-
ues) aren't ready, we want to be ready so
we'll be able to hold it," he said. Mount
Washington invested in a new, full-size Cat
groomer this season, getting rid of the small
machine that had served them well in the
past. "Hopefully that will improve our trail
conditions over what they've been in the
last few years," he said.

All little changes, but collectively, they
translate into a world-class Nordic pro-
gram. "We're looking at changing the

demographics," Gibson said. As baby
boomers get older, the Resort's thinking is
they will turn to activities that keep them fit
but are less risky than something they
might have been involved in as 20-year-
olds, he added.

"A lot of people are getting into cross-
country skiing because of the fitness aspect
of it," Lyster said. Triathletes are using the
Nordic facilities as part of their cross-train-
ing activities; rowers from the University of
Victoria are coming up and skiing as part of
their cross training, he said.

The Resort is also seeing growth in other
activities at Raven Lodge, such as snow-
shoeing from the lodge into the trails run-
ning through Strathcona Park. 

This year a company from the central
Island, Arctic Light Kennels, is offering dog
sledding tours along Raven's Revenge (this
will also be the resort's first and only dog
run - also new for 2005). 

Night life at Raven is also expected to
grow, what with the road into the lodge
being paved during the summer. "We're
going to see a lot more people, even if it's
just people coming up to check us out,"
Lyster predicted. The lodge is open 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. for rentals, lessons and luge. The
restaurant is open Thursday through
Sunday from 5-9 p.m.

Mount Washington will be ready 
if the Olympic Nordic facilities are not.

Olympic
Nordic Dreams

Things are progressing, albeit slowly,
on Mount Washington’s Olympic front,
says Don Sharpe, Director, Business
Services for the Alpine Resort.

Sharpe presented the mountain’s plans
for capitalizing on the 2010 Winter
Olympics at the Vancouver Island
Economic Summit in Nanaimo in
November. “We were trying to get the mes-
sage out, letting people know what the
mountain's intentions are,” he said. “We’ve
been proactive, we’ve been pursuing this
even before the announcement was made.
We wanted to be part of (Whistler's suc-
cessful bid) so we took some initiative.
We’ve got something we think will be a
positive legacy for the Island.

”The Resort wants to build a state-of-the-
art, dedicated training centre and accom-
modations for athletes and coaches to meet
and work together to increase the quality of
training and development for the better-
ment of the athlete. Although the Mount
Washington Island Training Centre is only a
concept right now, ideally it would include
a weight training fitness centre, classrooms,
office space, sport science lab, athletes’
lounge and accommodations close to
Raven Lodge. “It’s only a footprint, and
that’s all it is,” Sharpe said. ”It’s a concept,
not an actual building.” 

The concept has the support of the
Comox Valley’s Spirit of 2010 committee,
and the Resort received a boost last year
when it was named a national training site
for Cross-Country Canada.

While Mount Washington Alpine Resort
has developed this concept, Sharpe
stressed that it could be an Island-wide
benefit. ”We’re going out and talking to
people about a dream and how we see it
unfolding,” he said. “The way we under-
stand it, any funds assigned out of the
Olympics will be matching funds” so they
have taken their dream to municipal coun-
cils in the event they will
have to return asking for
funding, he explained.
Already they have support
from local governments in
the Comox Valley,Campbell
River and Gold River.
Sharpe hopes other commu-
nities down-Island will
jump on the bandwagon,
too.

The Comox Valley Spirit
of 2010 committee - of
which Sharpe is a member -
is planning a special event
for Feb. 12, which marks
five years before the open-
ing of the 2010 Winter
Olympics.”It’s all about
keeping up the spirit of the
Games, the spirits of the
community,” he said.

Building Boom
continued from page 5

The Resort saw its first building boom ten
years ago when Blueberry Hill, Ptarmigan
Ridge and Paradise Ridge were built, fol-
lowed quickly by several others. Then the
market went soft for about five years,
Gibson said. “As much as prices weren’t
going down, they weren’t going up,” he
said. “In order to entice a builder to come
to the mountain prices had to come up. But
we’re still pretty inexpensive compared to
other recreational areas.”

Published for your convenience by Rick Gibson
and Julia Perrie in the Comox Valley. If you are
looking for more information, wish to advertise,
or want to submit information in future issues
contact us at (250) 334-3124.Editorial: Susan Quinn            

Sales/Distribution: Wendy Woodley Ph. 250-897-3678  
E-Mail: wendy@themarmot.ca Other Enquiries: info@themarmot.ca
Design/Production:  Havers Design   Printed in Canada  

www.themarmot.ca

The completion of Bear Lodge marks the 
beginning of a new growth period.

Summer in Review
continued from page 4

This was the first time the Resort had
both the Hawk and Eagle chairlifts running
with specialized chairs for mountain bikes,
which made the difference. In the past just
the Eagle was open, and the terrain was
mainly for expert riders. The Resort hosted
two huge mountain bike events: the VPS
event saw 600 Norco riders visit the new
terrain over one July weekend. That set the
tone for the rest of the year, which culmi-
nated with the B.C. Cup MTB finals. Over
400 riders came out for that event.” B.C.
Cup (representatives) told us it was their
best finals ever.” Mount Washington has
been talking informally with Sun Peaks and
Whistler/Blackcomb about developing a
consortium to promote mountain biking as
a destination sport in B.C. 

This summer was also a big one for fes-
tivals and weddings at Mount Washington.
For the first time, the beer, wine and choco-
late festivals all sold out. “That just means
we’re going to be sold out from now on.”
The Resort intends to cap attendance at the
festivals in order to ensure quality over
quantity.

Every weekend, Raven Lodge had a
wedding in it, and I believe next summer
every weekend in July and August are
already booked. People got married at the
top of the mountain, and a new wooden
deck lookout has been built at the summit
that is perfect for ceremonies. Along with
the increase in summer activity at the
Resort, central reservations more than dou-
bled room night bookings. 

The only downside to the summer sea-
son was the rain, which started in mid-
August-the busiest part of the season-and
didn’t end until mid-September. “Our
biggest challenge is the weather. When the
weather turned in mid-August...it was real-
ly hard. We rely so heavily on weather,
even more so in summertime. Who wants
to take a scenic chairlift ride in the rain?”

Island
PUBLISHERS LTD.

Call For Free Estimate

727-2460 ◆ 245-0350

Two Conveniently Located Printing Plants

Victoria 250-727-2460 200-770 Enterprise Crescent

Ladysmith 250-245-0350 23 High Street 

Quality Printers 
of Weekly and Monthly Publications, 

Flyers, Recreation Brochures. Distribution
available through community 

newspapers from Victoria to Port Hardy.
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HELP SAVE THE VANCOUVER ISLAND MARMOT!
Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________ Prov _________________________________________

Country _______________________________________  Postal Code ___________________________________

I’d like to help our Marmots with a tax-creditable donation. Please accept my gift of:

❑ $25 ❑ $50  ❑ $100  ❑ other
Sign me up! I want to join the Adoption Club: ❑ $120 for one year, OR Per month: ❑ $10 ❑ $15  ❑ $20  ❑ $25
I authorize the Marmot Recovery Foundation to deduct the above amount from my chequing account monthly.

(I have enclosed a blank cheque marked VOID for processing purposes.)

Signature ________________________________________
YOUR GUARANTEE: You can change or cancel your pledge at any time.

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

❑ Cheque payable to: Marmot Recovery Foundation

❑ Visa  ❑ Mastercard

Card # ______________________ Expiry Date __________

Signature ____________________________________________

Marmot Recovery Foundation  Box 2332, Station A, Nanaimo, B.C., Canada V9R 6X6  Fax: 250-753-8070 Registered Charity #
88998 0629 RR0001

4 males and 2 females—were released at
the Haley Lake Ecological Reserve in July.
One couple remained at the release site
and the other four, as VI marmots do, went
wandering. The other female eventually
settled on Green Mountain and we moved
one of the wandering males to join her.
One male returned “home” to Haley at the
end of the summer. The other male was
killed by a golden eagle on a neighbouring
mountain.

The 8 surviving released marmots are
currently hibernating with members of the
opposite sex. Final count in fall 2004:
approximately 30-35 VI marmots now liv-
ing in the wild. 

Protective
Measures

At the Haley release site, field staff mon-
itored the released marmots from July to
October, tolerating scorching summer heat,
clouds of biting insects, heavy rains, high
winds, and freezing temperatures. The ani-
mals were all released with the familiar
nest boxes they occupied while in captivi-
ty.  Each nest box was located to give direct
access to a natural burrow system.  The
boxes were protected by mesh enclosures
(“cocoons”), electric fencing and fladry (a
line strung with flagging tape.) 

A series of tents was set up around the
periphery of the Haley meadow. Staff rotat-
ed sleeping time among the tents.
Transistor radios were played in the unoc-
cupied tents to increase the amount of
human noise. Staff hung dirty laundry in
mesh bags on bushes and trees to increase
the amount of human scent in the area.
Sounds of hounds were periodically played
to deter cougars. The field crew carried
“bear bangers” to deter aerial predators.
Remote cameras monitored predator and
prey (elk, deer) activity. 

Captive Breeding:
Lots of New Pups 

The captive population, in 4 breeding
centers, now stands at 93 individuals A
total of 8 litters and 26 pups were born in
2004. This is a healthy increase over last
year and the third year of good, reliable
reproduction in captivity.   

In the Field
In September, Recovery Team head Don

Doyle expressed what we were all feeling:
“I just wish they’d all take a Valium and go
to sleep!” Everyone involved in the
Vancouver Island marmot recovery project
was on edge.  Most of the wild marmots,
including captive-bred ones which had
been released, had survived.  Fall is one of
the times when wild marmots are most vul-
nerable to predators. We wanted them to
hurry up and go into hibernation without a
loss of life. They finally did so (without
benefit of Valium).  Phew!

The wild VI marmot population stood at
roughly 18 this spring.  During the summer
of 2004, 4 were killed (3 of them by pred-
ators) and the status of 2 others remains
unknown.   A total of 11 pups were born in
the wild and the population was further
enhanced by the release of 9 captive-born
marmots.

A captive-born male, Landalt, was
released into the wild last spring, into the

loving arms of the wild female KC on
Heather Mountain.  We’re pleased to
announce they had 3 pups, making Landalt
the first captive-born marmot to breed in
the wild.  A project victory!      

Two females were released at the Mount
Washington colony, where there was an
overabundance of males and a need for
new genetics. And finally, six 2 year olds—

Notes from the Field
An inside look at what it takes

to manage a successful Marmot
Recovery Program.

Say hello to ‘Onslo’

‘Haida’ poses for the camera.

Mesh enclosures help protect
Marmot nest boxes in the wild.

Hauling nest boxes into the wild.

Photos © Andrew Bryant

E-Mail: info@amilehigh.com 
www.amilehigh.com

Log Homes
Mile High

250-287-3319
Call us, to find out more!

Handcrafted 
Full Log Construction 

Residential & Commercial 

Log or Timber Post & Beam

Engineered Log or 
Timber Trusses

Ski Chalet, Sun Peaks, B.C. 

Grass Roof Rancher, Northern Germany

Ski In – Ski Out Cabin, Norway

Ski In – Ski Out B&B, Sun Peaks, B.C. 

The Marmot On-line
Want to read past issues of the Marmot,

you can read them on the web at 
www.themarmot.ca
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CONDOMINIUMS

BLUEBERRY HILLBLUEBERRY HILL

Features Include:
• Elevator Access • Spectacular
Views of Strathcona Park and the
Ski Runs • Drive To Access with
Above & Underground Parking 
• Propane Fireplaces 
• Convenient Location to all
amenities • Units are furnished
& ready to go • Ski Storage
Room off the Lobby with 
separate lockers for renters 

From $229,900
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M O U N T  W A S H I N G T O N

Features Include:
• Outdoor Swimming Pool,

Sauna & Hot Tub 
• Elevator Access
• Drive To Access with 

Underground Parking 
• Propane Fireplaces 
• Ski Storage Room off Lobby 
• Kitchens with 4 Appliances 
• Full Size Washer & Dryer in 

each unit 
• Convenient Location

to all Amenities 
• Mountain & Strathcona 

Park Views

3 bedroom, fully furnished,  
facing Strathcona Park.         From $299,900

2 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Mount Washington.      From $229,900

Features Include:
• One Bedroom Apartments located
on paved Henry Road 
• Apartments are Furnished 
• Drive To Access  • Propane
Fireplaces • Self-contained
Kitchens • Ski Storage Lockers off
Lobby  • Breathtaking Mountain
Views • Convenient Location to 
Ski Lifts and Strathcona Prov. Park.

1 bedroom, fully furnished, 
facing Mount Washington. From $132,500

OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL!

Looking for 
accommodations on
Mount Washington?

www.mtwashington
accommodation.com

Next to the Hawk!
TWO! TWO! Two suites in one!
The best of both worlds with a 2
bedroom suite and a (totally sep-
arate) 1 bedroom suite down the
hall. Main suite views out
towards the Hawk and Green
Chair. Stay in one and rent the
other. Great location, close to
alpine and Nordic in winter and
park in summer.         $299,900

Rick Gibson
Peak Performance serving the

Mount Washington Real Estate 
market since 1989.

www.rickgibson.ca

Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mount Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-334-7503  www.rickgibson.ca

Neat As A Pin!
2 bedroom corner suite in a popular
building in the Alpine Village. Suite
has been totally renovated with new
laminate floor, new cabinets, new
furniture. The suite shines and is
ready for you! Easy access to 
slopes and parking. $179,900

What You’ve Been Waiting For!
Lovingly maintained chalet on Fosters Place with 3
bedrooms in the main area with a separate 2 bedroom
suite down below. ALSO there is an unfinished base-
ment for further investigation. Each suite offers a rock
faced fireplace and is totally furnished. As it sits the
upper suite handles 12 people and the lower handles
7. Many other features like two decks and sauna and
ample storage. Price includes web site
(www.chalet19.com) $639,900

will have the opportunity to purchase these 

luxuriously appointed townhomes adjacent 

to Strathcona Park close to the Hawk Chairlift.

Call Rick Gibson today 

for priorty registration

at 250-334-3124.

This is not an offering for sale.

SOLD!
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Awesome Location!
Newly updated laminate floors
and carpeting. 3 bedroom town-
home very close to Alpine Lodge.
Ski in and out. Open floor plan in
park like setting. 2 bathrooms,
sauna and basement for storage.

$249,900

Picture Perfect!
Charming A-frame style chalet in
the Alpine village of Mount
Washington. Easy access to park-
ing & close to skiing. Very quiet
location. Open concept layout
makes for warm, cozy quarters
with woodstove, covered deck &
new basement. Don't miss out on
this fabulous opportunity!           

$274,900

Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mount Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-334-7503  www.rickgibson.ca

Building Lot
Available!

Drive into this lot and Strathcona
Park is a snow balls throw across
the street!!! Great views into the
Park and easy access to skiing in
winter and hiking in summer.

From $174,900

Central Location 
Centrally located in the Alpine
Village, you will find this spacious 2
bedroom apartment. 2 bathrooms,
2 balconies & sauna. Easy ski-in &
out access, yet easily accessible
from parking. Great open floor
plan.                              $132,500

SOLD!

Recreational Home,
Make An Offer!

on Foster’s Place. Drive in and ski
out from this cozy retreat, with
proven design. Hardwood floors
and many upgrades, insulated
floors and basement finished with
an extra kitchen and bathroom.
This home is owner built with
many thoughtful features. Come
and explore this cute and cozy
chalet, you won’t be disappointed.

$324,900

Fantastic Foster’s Place
Over 4000 sq. ft. of living space in
this spectacular recreation property.
Separated into 2 living areas with
the main area having vaulted ceil-
ings, sweeping views and down is a
bright, open owner’s suite. Below is
a garage and workshop. Located on
Foster’s Place with easy drive in
access and ski from your door to the
slopes.                            $449,900

MAY CONSIDER A TRADE

Mount Washington’s Finest!
Absolutely the finest property available on Mount Washington. Located at the end of

Fosters Place, this truly ski in and ski out chalet is situated to take in the morning and after-
noon sun yet less than 100 feet away from the slopes.

The mountain home was custom built by the present owners with insulated concrete
walls with R50 insulation. Inside, are two propane fireplaces, HRV system, Low
E windows throughout, 4 bathrooms, central vacuum, 2 hot water tanks, and private
concrete patios (both wired for hot tubs). 

The home has been split into two areas, the main living area with 4 bedrooms and the
spacious owners suite below. Plus, the overheight basement (11 foot ceilings) is ideal for
getting out of the winter weather or workshop or ??? In the main area, take advantage of
the spectacular views of the Beaufort Mountain Range and the vistas of Strathcona Park
from the expansive outdoor patio, or put a hot tub on the upstairs deck located privately
off the master bedroom. Downstairs, check out the patio as well! 

The owner's suite gives the occupier the feeling that they are in their own chalet with
an open plan and great views. The home has huge storage areas and has been set up to
look after all the needs of renters and owners alike. Easy access to all winter activities and
close to the Strathcona Park trailhead for summer time. Loads of parking available. In a
nut shell, if you are looking for the finest accommodation on Mount Washington, come
and check out Blue Haven!! $849,900

SOLD!SOLD!SOLD!

Comox Valley Credit Union 
Welcomes - Barb Rowes, 

Financial Planner

Comox Valley Credit Union   
Welcomes - Robert Buckley,

Manager, 
Mortgage Development

Robert is a highly motivated executive 
with nine years of management, 
marketing and public relations 
experience in financial services. With 
his warm and approachable 
personality,Robert treats his clients 
like family and friends. Robert is 
community minded and is a  member 
of the Courtenay Rotary Club and the 

Knights of Columbus.  When you’re thinking “Mortgage” call 
CVCU’s Hotline - 250-218-1577 available 24/7. 
Anytime...anywhere...“Dr.” Buckley makes house calls!

Barb Rowes has been a member of the
Comox Valley community for ten years
and prior to joining the Comox Valley
Credit Union Barb enjoyed thirteen years 
with Canada Trust and TD Canada Trust. 
Barb values her client relationships and 
treats them like members of her family. 
Client needs are important to her 
regardless the size of their portfolio.

Her professional designations include, Professional Financial Planning
and Certifi ed Financial Planning. Barb is committed to the Comox Valley 
community. She is a member of the Courtenay Rotary Club serving as a 
Director for two years. Barb is a Board member of the Comox Valley Art 
Gallery Society and plans to add the Hospice Society to her community 
involvement in the near future. For that ‘Special One on One’ relationship 
call Barb - 703-4178, 897-2210 (cell) or email barbr@cvcu.com

The Right Team Makes all the Difference

• 291 - Fourth Street • 1797 Comox Avenue • 1045 Ryan Road • www.cvcu.com

Your Community... 
Your Credit Union

CFIS offers personal service in 
a relaxed atmosphere where 
no appointment is neccesary 
and there is no commissioned 
sales staff.

Insurance Products Available*:
• Home
• Business
• Private Auto
• ICBC
• Recreational
• Boat
• Travel Medical coverage
• Commercial
• Building Construction
• Contents in storage
• Farm

*Easy payment options are available

Experience the ‘Credit Union Difference’.

  Fro
m left: Ruby Kassinen, Julie McLeod, Melanie Davies, Tove Koper, Aaron Blain, and David Greenlaw
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Contact: Rick Gibson, the Preferred Agent on Mount Washington  Ph: 250-334-3124 (24 hrs) Direct: 250-334-7503  www.rickgibson.ca

Recreational 
Real Estate 
continues to be the
hottest investment
choice today! With
Deer Lodge sold out
here is your oppor-
tunity to buy in to
a proven winner!

Contact 
Rick Gibson 
for more detailed 
information.

Now Selling!

50% SOLD OUT!
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Bear Lodge
F E A T U R E S

• 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms

• Fully furnished 

• Rain Screen

Technology

• Slopeside access

• Brand New!

• Completion this 
ski season!

• Corporate & Commercial Law  • Civil Litigation 
• Wills & Estates • Real Estate & Property

Development  • Divorce & Family Law 
• ICBC and Personal Injury Claims • Collections

505-5th Street, Courtenay (Corner of 5th & Fitzgerald)
Fax: 334-3198  web: www.gkilaw.com  email: gki@gkilaw.com

• Paul R. Ives 
• Mark Burger 

• Veronica Alexander

334-2416
Contact us for all your Mt. Washington 

conveyancing needs … we have over 25 years 
of experience in dealing with 
Mt Washington transactions.

BUYING, OR RENOVATING?
• Unbiased Opinion

• Client Participation Encouraged
• Immediate Reports
• Home Reference Book
• Maintenance & Repair

Recommendations
• Prompt Service - Flexible Hours

1-800-667-0150
In the Comox Valley Phone: 339-5399

ibi@island.net

Why List your Mount Washington
home with Rick Gibson
and Royal LePage in the Comox Valley?
The Royal LePage website receives over 800,000 visits a per month.

Rick Gibson's 3 web sites receive over 5000 unique visits per month.

Photo displays in the Alpine Lodge showcase properties for sale.

The Mount Washington Real Estate Channel shows your property 24/7.

Royal LePage has four office locations in the Comox Valley including 
the Comox Valley Airport.

Rick Gibson resides on Mount Washington and has 
15 years experience promoting and selling on 
Mount Washington.

The Mount Washington Marmot newspaper boasts 
an annual circulation of 80,000 copies.

250-334-3124 (24 Hours)
www.rickgibson.ca

www.the marmort.ca
www.mtwashingtonaccommodations.ca



Fresh Homemade Cinnamon Buns DailyFresh Homemade Cinnamon Buns Daily

Wed., Thurs. & Sun.- 8:30 AM~6:00 PM    Fri. & Sat.-  8:30 AM~9:30 PM  
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays (except on Holidays & Spring Break)

Custom Post and Beam

Hand Crafted Timber 
Frame & Log Homes

Commercial Structures

Custom Post and Beam

Hand Crafted Timber 
Frame & Log Homes

Commercial Structures

Also Providing
• Heavy timber and log trusses

• Custom cut beams to 50’

• Wood cabinetry and Millwork

(no particle board or MDF)

When
Quality
Matters
TIMBERWRIGHT HOMES
A Division of Timberwright Manufacturing Inc.
Box 645, Hangar No. 1, 2000 Jubilee Parkway
Campbell River, B.C., Canada V9W 6J3

NEW Log Home
Building Site in 
Oyster River!

Toll-Free: 1-888-919-9663
Tel: 250-923-6111  •  Fax: 250-923-6195
e-mail: info@timberwright.ca

www.timberwrighthomes.com


